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+  Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177 

Thank you for joining us for worship! 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2022       3RD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

Prelude    

Vocal Prelude Come, Let Us Worship and Bow Down Dave Doherty 
  Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, 

our God, our Maker. (repeat) 
  For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep  
   of his hand, just the sheep of his hand. 

Call to Worship Psalm 19 #750, response 1 
 Refrain 
  The law of God is just, reviving the soul. 

 Leader: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament 
proclaims God’s handiwork. 

 People: Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares 
knowledge. 

 Leader: There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 
 People: yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words 

to the end of the world. 
 Leader: In them God has set a tent for the sun, which comes forth like a 

bridegroom leaving his chamber, and runs its course with joy 
like a strong man. 

 People: Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the 
end of them; and there is nothing hid from its heat. 

 Refrain 
  The law of God is just, reviving the soul. 
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 Leader: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 
 People: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 
 Leader: the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
 People: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
 Leader: the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever; 
 People: the ordinances of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. 
 Leader: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
 People: sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 

 Refrain 
  The law of God is just, reviving the soul. 

 Leader: Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them 
there is great reward. 

 People: But who can understand one’s own errors?  Clear me from 
hidden faults. 

 Leader: Also keep your servant from the insolent; let them not have 
dominion over me! 

 People: Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great 
transgression.  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and 

    my redeemer.  

 Refrain 
  The law of God is just, reviving the soul. 

Hymn of Praise Stand Up and Bless the Lord #662 
 1. Stand up and bless the Lord, ye people of his choice;  
  stand up and bless the Lord your God with heart and soul and voice. 

 2. Though high above all praise, above all blessing high,  
  who would not fear his holy name, and laud and magnify? 

 3. O for the living flame from his own altar brought,  
  to touch our lips, our minds inspire, and wing to heaven our 
   thought! 

 4. God is our strength and song, and his salvation ours;  
  then be his love in Christ proclaimed with all our ransomed powers. 

 5. Stand up and bless the Lord; the Lord you God adore;  
  stand up and bless his glorious name, henceforth forevermore. 
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…TO PRAY 

Sharing of Prayer Requests and Answers to Prayer 
 (email requests/answers to: shamlynlee@gmail.com) 

Prayer Chorus  #2193 
 (to be sung both before the Pastoral Prayer and after The Lord’s Prayer) 

  Lord, listen to your children praying, 
  Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
  Lord, listen to your children praying, 
  send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Pastoral Prayer   

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

…TO HEAR THE WORD 

NEHEMIAH 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 8 When the seventh month came and the people of Israel were settled in 
their towns, all the people gathered together in the area in front of the 
Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Instruction scroll 
from Moses, according to which the Lord had instructed Israel. 
 2 So on the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the 
Instruction before the assembly. This assembly was made up of both men 
and women and anyone who could understand what they heard. 3 Facing 
the area in front of the Water Gate, he read it aloud, from early morning 
until the middle of the day. He read it in the presence of the men and the 
women and those who could understand, and everyone listened attentively 
to the Instruction scroll. 
 5 Standing above all of the people, Ezra the scribe opened the scroll in 
the sight of all of the people. And as he opened it, all of the people stood 
up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all of the people 
answered, “Amen! Amen!” while raising their hands. Then they bowed 
down and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 
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 8 They read aloud from the scroll, the Instruction from God, explaining 
and interpreting it so the people could understand what they heard. 
 9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all of the people, “This day is holy to 
the Lord your God. Don’t mourn or weep.” They said this because all the 
people wept when they heard the words of the Instruction. 
 10 “Go, eat rich food, and drink something sweet,” he said to them, “and 
send portions of this to any who have nothing ready! This day is holy to 
our Lord. Don’t be sad, because the joy from the Lord is your strength!” 

LUKE 4:14-21 
 14 Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news about 
him spread throughout the whole countryside. 15 He taught in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 16 Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised. On the Sabbath he 
went to the synagogue as he normally did and stood up to read. 17 The 
synagogue assistant gave him the scroll from the prophet Isaiah. He 
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me. 
He has sent me to preach good news to the poor, 
    to proclaim release to the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
    to liberate the oppressed, 
19     and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 
 20 He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the synagogue assistant, and sat 
down. Every eye in the synagogue was fixed on him. 21 He began to explain 
to them, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled just as you heard it.” 

Hymn  Wonderful Words of Life #600  
 1.  Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life;  
  let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life;  
  words of life and beauty teach me faith and duty. 

 Refrain 
  Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
  Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
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 2. Christ, the blessed one, gives to all wonderful words of life;  
  sinner, list to the loving call, wonderful words of life;  
  all so freely given, wooing us to heaven. (refrain) 

 3. Sweetly echo the gospel call, wonderful words of life;  
  offer pardon and peace to all, wonderful words of life;  
  Jesus, only Savior, sanctify forever. (refrain) 

Sermon  When the Word Comes Alive Gary Pope-Sears 

…AND TO RESPOND 
God Sightings 

Invitation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Cantemos al Señor #149 
 1 Cantemos al Señor un himno de alegrìa, un càntico de amor al nacer 

el nuevo dìa.   
  Èl hizo el cielo, el mar, el sol y las estrellas y viò en ellos bondad, 
   pues sus oras eran bellas. 

 Refrain 
  ¡Alleluya!  ¡Aleluya!  Cantemos al Señor. ¡Aleluya! 
  Allaluia!  Alleluia!  Let’s sing unto the Lord. Alleluia! 

 1. Let’s sing unto the Lord a hymn of glad rejoicing.  Let’s sing a hymn 
of love, at the new day’s fresh beginning. 

  God made the sky above, the stars, the sun, the oceans; and God saw 
   it was good, for those works were filled with beauty. 

Doxology  #94 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
  praise God, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!   
  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 
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Closing Hymn The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve #2241 
 1. The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus’ name  
  to bring glad tidings to the poor, God’s favor to proclaim. 

 2. We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free;  
  where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see. 

 3. We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed  
  and, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed. 

 4. Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim. 
  God’s spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus’ name. 

Going Forth to Serve 

The Sending Forth   

Song for Going Forth The Lord Bless and Keep You #2280 
  The Lord bless and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine on you 

and be gracious, gracious. 
  The Lord bless and keep you, the Lord lift his countenance on you 
   and give peace, give you peace.  Amen. 

Postlude  
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Announcements 
If you have prayer requests or answers to prayer at any time during the week, 

please send them to Sham Lee Sealey: shamlynlee@gmail.com  She will send 

them to our email prayer partners and also collect them for next Sunday’s 

worship.  You can also submit prayer requests to our website: go to the 

“Connect” tab at www.holycrossumc.us.  

FOUR RIVERS CIRCUIT CHURCH: Please pray this week for the people and 

ministries of the Salem United Methodist Church in Lodi under the pastoral 

leadership of Cornelio Diaz. 

AFFECTED NATION: Please pray this week for the nation of the Oman.  In 

dealing with the COVID-19 crisis, they have reported a total of 314,853 

cases, with 4,122 reported deaths.   

WE ARE AWAITING DIRECTION in how we will be supporting recovery efforts in 

Tonga.  As soon as we are clear about the best ways for us to aid our sisters 

and brothers in Tonga, we will share that information and invite your 

generous support. 

  

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
http://www.holycrossumc.us/
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Preparing for Next Sunday’s Worship 
JANUARY 30, 2022 

 Our readings for next week focus on the promise and challenge of speaking a 
word for God, as demonstrated by Jeremiah, Jesus, and St. Paul. 

Monday, January 24 
 Read Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 When have you known yourself to be about holy work?  How did you 
sense that it was the godly thing to do? 

Tuesday, January 25 
 Read Psalm 71:1-6 
 Have you ever sought refuge in God: how did you go about doing that?  
What difference did it make in your circumstances? 

Wednesday, January 26 
 Read Luke 4:21-30 
 Why do you suppose the people of Nazareth are so upset with Jesus?  
When have you heard a truth that has truly disturbed you?  How did you 
react? 

Thursday, January 27 
 Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
 Have you ever know people who said the right things, but did not 
behave in accordance to their words?  How did you react to them? 

Friday, January 28 
 Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 Pick two of these characteristics of love and envision people you have 
known who have embodied such characteristics.  Praise God for such 
examples! 

Saturday, January 29 
 Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 
 Who have you known who has made the love of Christ real to you: how 
have you expressed your appreciation to them…and to God?  
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177sa 

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
 

Liturgist Sally Cain 

Ministers Everyone 

Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño 

District Superintendent  David Niu 

Pastor Gary Pope-Sears 

Church Office Administrator Temple Gallagher 

Director of Music Ministry Wayne Mock 

Lay Leader Tracy Tennies 

Nursery Attendant Chanphaeng Plavong 

Custodian/Groundskeeper Shaunda Cartwright 

AV Operators Al Grimm, Laine Latuhoi, and Andrew Osborn 

 
 
 

mailto:holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net

