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   Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177 

www.holycrossumc.us 

Thank you for joining us for worship! 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2022                  9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

Piano Prelude  Wayne Mock 

Welcome to Worship 

Vocal Prelude Gentle Shepherd #3096 
  Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us,  
  for we need you to help us find our way. 
  Gentle Shepherd, come and feed us,  
  for we need your strength from day to day. 
  There’s no other we can turn to who can help us face another day; 
  gentle Shepherd, come and lead us,  
  for we need you to help us find our way. 

Call to Worship  Robin D. Dillon 
 Leader: God called Abraham and Sarah and promised to bless them. 
 People: Through faith they obeyed and received God’s inheritance. 
 Leader: God called Isaac and Jacob, as heirs of that promise. 
 People: They too followed in faith, seeking God’s realm. 
 Leader: God calls us to join them, as heirs with the faithful. 
 People: We come here in faith, assured by the hope that was fulfilled 
    in the lives of your servants.  

*Hymn of Praise Nearer, My God, to Thee #528, verses 1-3  
 1. Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!   
  E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me, still all my song shall be, 
  nearer, my God, to thee; nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

 2. Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down, darkness be over me, 
  my rest a stone; yet in my dreams I’d be nearer, my God, to thee; 
  nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

 3. There let the way appear, steps unto heaven;  
  all that thou sendest me, in mercy given; angels to beckon me nearer, 
  my God, to thee; nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
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…TO PRAY 

Prayer Chorus  #473  
 (to be sung both now and after The Lord’s Prayer) 

  Lead us, Lord, lead us in thy righteousness; make thy way plain 
before each face. 

  For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only, that makest us dwell in safety. 

Sharing of Prayer Requests and Answers to Prayer 
 (email requests/answers to: shamlynlee@gmail.com) 

Pastoral Prayer   

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

…TO HEAR THE WORD 

GENESIS 28:10-19 
 10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and set out for Haran. 11 He reached a certain 
place and spent the night there. When the sun had set, he took one of the 
stones at that place and put it near his head. Then he lay down there. 12 He 
dreamed and saw a raised staircase, its foundation on earth and its top 
touching the sky, and God’s messengers were ascending and descending 
on it. 13 Suddenly the Lord was standing on it and saying, “I am the Lord, 
the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and 
your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will 
become like the dust of the earth; you will spread out to the west, east, 
north, and south. Every family of earth will be blessed because of you and 
your descendants. 15 I am with you now, I will protect you everywhere you 
go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have 
done everything that I have promised you.” 
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 16 When Jacob woke from his sleep, he thought to himself, The Lord is 
definitely in this place, but I didn’t know it. 17 He was terrified and thought, 
This sacred place is awesome. It’s none other than God’s house and the 
entrance to heaven. 18 After Jacob got up early in the morning, he took the 
stone that he had put near his head, set it up as a sacred pillar, and poured 
oil on the top of it. 19 He named that sacred place Bethel. 

TITUS 2:11-14 
 11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. 12 It 
educates us so that we can live sensible, ethical, and godly lives right now 
by rejecting ungodly lives and the desires of this world. 13 At the same time 
we wait for the blessed hope and the glorious appearance of our great God 
and savior Jesus Christ. 14 He gave himself for us in order to rescue us from 
every kind of lawless behavior, and cleanse a special people for himself 
who are eager to do good actions. 

JOHN 1:9-14 
9 The true light that shines on all people 
    was coming into the world. 
10 The light was in the world, 
    and the world came into being through the light, 
        but the world didn’t recognize the light. 
11 The light came to his own people, 
    and his own people didn’t welcome him. 
12 But those who did welcome him, 
        those who believed in his name, 
    he authorized to become God’s children, 
13         born not from blood 
        nor from human desire or passion, 
        but born from God. 
14 The Word became flesh 
    and made his home among us. 
We have seen his glory, 
    glory like that of a father’s only son, 
        full of grace and truth. 
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*Hymn  My Lord, I Did Not Choose You Josiah Conder 
 1. My Lord, I did not choose you, for that could never be; 
  this heart would still refuse you had you not chosen me: 
  you took the sin that stained me, you cleansed and made me new;  
  for you of old ordained me that I should live to you. 

 2. Unless your grace had called me and taught my opening mind,  
  that world would have enthralled me, to heavenly glories blind:  
  my heart knows none above you; for you I long, I thirst,  
  and know that if I love you, Lord, you have loved me first. 

Sermon   Wesley’s Predicament: Inquire Vigorously Gary Pope-Sears 

…AND TO RESPOND 

God Sightings 

Invitation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory I Sought the Lord #341 
 1. I sought the Lord, and afterward I knew he moved my soul to seek 

him, seeking me. 
  It was not I that found, O Savior true; no, I was found of thee. 

 2. Thou didst reach forth thy hand and mine enfold; I walked and sank 
not on the storm-vexed sea. 

  ‘Twas not so much that I on thee took hold, as thou, dear Lord, on 
   me. 

 3. I find, I walk, I love, but oh, the whole of love is but my answer, 
Lord, to thee! 

  For thou wert long beforehand with my soul; always thou lovedst 
   me. 

*Doxology   
  Praise God the source of life and birth; 
  Praise God the Word who came to earth;  
  Praise God the Spirit, Holy Flame. 
  All honor, glory to God’s name.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  
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Holy Communion  see insert or screen 

Sharing by Our Islander Youth and Young Adults 

*Closing Hymn What a Friend We Have in Jesus #526 
 1. What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
  What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
  O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,  
  all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 

 2. Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere? 
  We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
  Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 3. Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
  Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?  Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
  In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.   

Going Forth to Serve   

Passing the Peace of Christ 

The Sending Forth  written by the Rev. Steve Manskar  

The Song for Going Forth As We Go #3183 
  As we go, may your Spirit go before us. 
  As we go, may we follow where you lead. 
  May we live what we have learned,  
  share the message we have heard,  
  and be a light unto the world as we go. 

Postlude  Wayne Mock 
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Announcements 

ALL LIVESTREAMED SERVICES can be found at our website: 

www.holycrossumc.us or on Facebook at: Holy Cross United Methodist 

Church. 

IF YOU HAVE PRAYER REQUESTS or answers to prayer at any time during the 

week, please send them to Sham Lee Sealey: shamlynlee@gmail.com  She 

will send them to our email prayer partners and also collect them for next 

Sunday’s worship.  You can also submit prayer requests to our website: go to 

the “Connect” tab at www.holycrossumc.us.  

TODAY’S COMMUNION OFFERING will go to benefit the work of the One Charter 

Elementary School.  You can make a donation today during worship, or 

anytime using our website: www.holycrossumc.us, going to the “Donate” 

tab and selecting the “Communion Sunday” fund.    

PACIFIC ISLANDER YOUTH MINISTRY LUAU – Next Saturday, August 13, 

beginning at 3:00 P.M.  Tickets are $25 and include the show and a full 

Islander meal.  Contact Kristine Latuhoi at (510) 305-9255 for ticket 

 information. 

OUR TONGAN LANGUAGE WORSHIP is not held on the first Sunday of the month.  

It will return at 2:00 p.m. next Sunday both in person and online. 

FOUR RIVERS CIRCUIT: On first Sundays during the year, we pray for all 

churches and ministries in our circuit. 

 Galt UMC First UMC, Lodi 

 Salem UMC, Lodi Holy Cross UMC, Stockton 

 Islander Ministry at Holy Cross Central UMC, Stockton 

 Cambodian Ministry at Central Linden UMC 

 St. Paul’s UMC, Stockton St. Mark’s UMC, Stockton 

Chaplaincy at UOP 

AFFECTED NATION: Please pray this week for the Solomon Islands.  In dealing 

with the COVID-19 crisis, they have reported a total of 21,544 cases, with 

153 reported deaths. 

EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY from 9:00 A.M. – Noon, you can bring to the 

church office your donations of non-perishable food for the Emergency Food 

Bank, personal-sized toiletries for our Bags of Grace, and men’s and women’s 

clothing for St. Mary’s.  

http://www.holycrossumc.us/
mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
http://www.holycrossumc.us/
http://www.holycrossumc.us/
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Preparing for Sunday Worship 
AUGUST 14, 2022 

 Next week we continue our exploration of some of our Wesleyan roots, 
specifically how God’s grace became a renewing reality to both Charles and John 
Wesley in May of 1738. 

Monday, August 8 
 Read Psalm 130:1-4 
 Think back to a time when you clearly saw sin in your life: what helped 
you turn to God?  What prompted you to seek God’s forgiveness? 

Tuesday, August 9 
 Read Psalm 130:5-8 
 What does it mean for you to wait for the Lord?  Designate ten minutes 
today to simply wait for the Lord to speak to your heart. 

Wednesday, August 10 
 Read Mark 12:28-31 
 What are the most important guidelines for your relationship with 
God?…with other people? 

Thursday, August 11 
 Read Mark 12:32-34 
 How do you envision God’s kingdom?  What tangible things can you do 
today to help that kingdom of love break into our realm of existence? 

Friday, August 12 
 Read Ephesians 2:1-3 
 What does disobedience to God’s will look like in our day and age?  How 
will you exhibit obedience to God’s will in your living today? 

Saturday, August 13 
 Read Ephesians 2:4-10 
 How have you experienced the mercy of God?  Think back to one or two 
times you have felt loved by God just as you were. 
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177sa 

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
 

Liturgist Vaitafa Heimoana 

Ministers Everyone 

Acting Bishop Sally Dyck 

District Superintendent David Niu 

Pastors Gary Pope-Sears/Tevita Vaikona 

Church Office Administrator Temple Gallagher 

Director of Music Ministry Wayne Mock 

Lay Leaders Tracy Tennies/Sione Manumanu 

AV Operators Laine Latuhoi/Uatesoni Motuliki 

AV Coordinator/Supervisor Al Grimm 

Nursery Attendant Chanphaeng Plavong 

Custodian Shaunda Cartwright 
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