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Pastor’s Ponderings 

     Grace to you and peace in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord!  I 
write to us as we find ourselves in the midst of the COVID-19 
Diaspora: dispersed from our routines, remanded to separation 
and isolation for who knows how long!  Almost everything in our 
church’s life has been ceased or shelved as we redefine the ways 
we can be together—and care for each other while separate—on 
what right now seems to be changing on a daily basis.   This is 
making for an unsettling though curiously invigorating Lent, to be 
sure. 

 I am so proud of our church staff as we were able—on very 
short notice—to adapt to at-home worship through Facebook. In 
less than two days, Wayne, Ryan, his dad Anthony, Tracy and I 
were able to rearrange worship to be online only, and get the 
word out to many (most) of the congregation.  We hope, in the 
coming weeks, to be able to make our worship increasingly 
engaging.  

 As I write this (March 18) we are in the midst of organizing 
small groups, the members of which will be contacted each week 
by a leader who will check in and see how folks are doing, where 
there might be prayer needs or desires for other services, pastoral 
and otherwise.  I am referring to theses groups as LTC, which 
stands for Love Triumphs Cells.   I am so pleased that of those I 
have invited to serve as leaders, the positive response has been off 
the charts!  What a wonderful caring congregation I get to serve.  
We are aiming to be in contact with every person in our church 
directory every week (unless they opt out).  So, if by chance you 
are not being contacted by the time you read this, please let me 
know (hcpastorg@gmail.com).  

 continued on next page 
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 Pastor’s Ponderings continued 

     The pandemic has short-circuited our confirmation efforts, 
causing us to postpone further class sessions and mentor-
confirmand gatherings to help ensure congregational health; 
once restrictions are lifted we will assess how to move forward.  
We have also put Wednesday Night Live on hiatus to likewise 
keep those most at risk furthest from harm. 

 While I have outlined our worship opportunities in April in 
this edition, it remains unknown whether they will be enjoyed in 
person or only remotely, but I will commit to offering them at 
least online—at the noted times.   

 I will also be sending out weekly updates to all those for 
whom we have an email address.  If you are not sure whether I 
have yours, please email me at the above address.  I would 
rather have it twice than not at all. 

 Laura will also be sending out the bulletin via email so 
everyone can follow along in our online worship.  If you have 
suggestions to improve its usability, email Laura at: 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.    

 Let me conclude by encouraging you to use this time as a 
time to be generous with the love of this congregation.  If you 
have a friend who is struggling through these days and does not 
have a church home, see if your LTC leader might be willing to 
add them to their calling list; invite them also to join us for 
online worship—it might be the perfect way for them to try out 
our church—from a safe distance. 

 St. Paul reminds us that nothing can separate us from the 
love of Christ; let’s hold to that truth and show it to be true as 
we stay in touch and reach out using all the tools we have 
available.    

 The hymn writer Ira Stanphill penned these timely words: 
Many things about tomorrow I don’t seem to understand, but I 
know who holds tomorrow, and I know who holds my hand. 

 Yours for Christ, 
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     Lent has been a true trial, and Easter is coming!  Until it is safe once again to gather 
face-to-face, our online worship will be available on Facebook at Holy Cross United 
Methodist Church each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.  Please note the other special services 
during Holy Week as well. 

April 5                    Palm/Passion Sunday 

 Scripture readings: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Matthew 21:1-11; Matthew 26:14-27:66 

 Presentation: We will hear Matthew’s account of Jesus’ passion, beginning in the  
 Upper Room and concluding at the tomb. 

April 9              Maundy Thursday 
Tenebrae – Service of Shadows, 8:00 p.m. 

 This somber and deeply-moving service features the extinguishing of candles as 
we hear the story of Jesus’ Passion.  As it is known as the Service of Shadows, expect 
your video feed to be dark and mysterious. 

April 10            Good Friday 
The Scriptural Way of the Cross, 12 noon 

 This service will retrace: in word, song, and brief meditation the significance of 
what Jesus did on our behalf as he journeyed from Gethsemane to the tomb.   

April 12                    Easter Sunday 

 Scripture readings: Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 

 Sermon: Who Are You Looking for? 

April 19                   2nd Sunday of Easter 

 Scripture readings: Acts 2:14a, 22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 

 Sermon: Not Doubting but Determined 

April 26                    3rd Sunday of Easter 
               Native American Awareness Sunday 
 Scripture readings: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Luke 24:13-35 

 Sermon: God Hiding in Plain Sight 

Worship Themes for April 
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Wednesday Night Live in April 
  

IMPORTANT NOTE: BECAUSE OF CORONA VIRUS CONCERNS, WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
LIVE DID NOT MEET DURING THE LAST HALF OF MARCH AND WILL NOT MEET ON 
APRIL 1. THE DECISION ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT TO MEET DURING THE 
REMAINDER OF APRIL WILL BE MADE EARLY IN APRIL AND ANNOUNCED.  

5:30 to 6:30   FOOD  
6:30 to 7:30   GROUPS  

Groups:  

1. Discussion with Pastor Gary in his office. Conversation during Lent will focus on 
“Christ in Crisis”, the latest book by Jim Wallis, founder of Sojourners.  Space is 
limited, so sign up on the list in the social hall to be part of this group.  

2.  “The Holy Land Revealed” video lecture series featuring Professor Jodi 
Magness.  Have you ever wondered what archeology can tell us about Bible times? 
This series focuses on the area which includes modern day Israel, the Palestinian 
territories, and Jordan. Historical sources include the Hebrew Bible, the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, the writings of Josephus and Philo, and the New Testament. This gathering 
is facilitated by Diane Morgali in the church library.   

  

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake.  
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose 
between preserving their health or making their rent.  
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
remember those that have no options.  
May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
remember those who have no margin at all.  
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home. As 
fear grips our country, let us choose love during this time when we  cannot physically 
wrap our arms around each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God 
to our neighbor.   Amen.  

by Cameron Wiggins Bellm of Lake Tahoe UMC  

Prayer for a Pandemic  
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Remember In Your Prayers 

To include a prayer on the prayer chain, 
call Kathy Nesmith at (510) 375-2677 or 

email nezek72@gmail.com. 

Remember, prayer works!  

 

Let us pray for those affected by the coronavirus: 

      Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: comfort and relieve those 
who are ill and give thy power of healing to those who minister to their 
needs, that those for whom our prayers are offered may be strengthened 
in their weakness and have confidence in thy loving care. This we pray 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer from  Groveville UMC  

  

  

Native American Ministries Sunday 

     One of United Methodism’s six special Sundays 
with offerings, Native American Ministries Sunday 
equips and empowers Native American pastors, 
congregations and seminary students to do what 
only they can do: authentically worship and serve 
Jesus.  
     When you support Native American Ministries 
Sunday, you equip seminary students who will 
honor and celebrate Native American culture in 
their ministries. And you empower congregations 
that are finding fresh, new ways to minister to 
their communities with the love of Christ.  
     Giving opportunity April 26.  

Prayer  
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Secondhand Smoke 

     According to The CDC (Center for Disease Control & Prevention) and Tobacco Free Califor-
nia.com the risk of secondhand smoke exposure has sky rocketed over the last 2 years.  There 
has been an 86% increase in secondhand Marijuana exposure and a 67% increase in 
secondhand Vape exposure.  Over 50% of Californians are still exposed to secondhand smoke. 

     There are severe health consequences including cancer, and diseases affecting the lung, 
heart, and brain. Diseases that are caused or exasperated from secondhand smoke include 
asthma, Buerger’s disease, cancer, COPD, diabetes (smokers are 30-40% more likely to devel-
op type 2 diabetes), gum disease, heart disease & stroke, HIV, depression & anxiety, pregnancy 
complications, and vision loss.  It’s estimated that nearly 40,000 Californians die each year 
from diseases caused by smoking & secondhand smoke exposure.  

     California has strong and innovative smoke-free air laws to protect people from secondhand 
smoke exposure. These laws protect people at most workplaces and in spaces often frequent-
ed by children & youth, who are especially vulnerable to the negative health effects of 
secondhand smoke.  These laws include traditional tobacco products such as cigarettes, cigars, 
and pipes, as well as electronic smoking devices.  

California’s Statewide Smoke-free Air Laws 

SMOKING IS PROHIBITED: 

 within licensed day care centers, including private residences licensed as day care homes.  

 within 25 feet of common commerce area of certified farmers’ markets. 

 within a foster or group home, as well as outside the home when children are present.  

 in all state county, & city government buildings, as well as 20’ from main exits, entrances, 
or operable windows, and in any vehicle owned by the state.  

 in apartment & condominium indoor common areas. 

 when a minor (under 18 yo) is present in a motor vehicle. 

 in all public transportation systems. 

 In all indoor workplaces including bars, restaurants, offices, factories & warehouses 

 Cabs of trucks & tractors must be smoke-free when nonsmoking employees are present. 

 All hotel & motel lobbies, common areas, employee-only areas, meeting or banquet 
rooms.  

 By an operator of a youth bus at all times when operating a youth bus. 

 In all state correctional facilities. 

 Within 25’ of a playground, tot lot sandbox or recreational area specifically designed for use 
by children. 

 Within 250’ of a youth sports event, which includes any practice, game, or related activity. 

 In all school districts, charter schools, county offices of education. 

continued on next page 
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Secondhand Smoke (continued) 

     From the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, paragraph 162M: 

     Tobacco—We affirm our historic tradition of high standards of personal discipline and social 
responsibility.  In light of the overwhelming evidence that tobacco smoking and the use of 
smokeless tobacco are hazardous to the health of persons of all ages, we recommend total 
abstinence from the use of tobacco.  We urge that our educational and communication 
resources be utilized to support and encourage such abstinence.  Further, we recognize the 
harmful effects of passive smoke and support the restriction of smoking in public areas and 
workplaces.  

     Considering all of this information, and in consultation with Holy Cross UMC Board of 
Trustees we have developed the following regulations for smoking (includes traditional 
tobacco products such as cigarettes, cigars, and pipes, marijuana, as well as electronic smoking 
devices) on the property of Holy Cross UMC: 

SMOKING IS PROHIBITED: 

 In any building 

 Within 25’ of any exterior door or window 

 On the patio and within 25’ of the patio 

 On the playground at the east end of the facility 

 On any common outdoor area and within 25’ of said area, ie…the labyrinth, the peace 
garden. 

 Within 25’ of the basketball area when children are present. 

 Within 5’ of a motor vehicle 

     We ask that if you need to smoke you do so in the parking area. 

     We have placed smoking butt receptacles at the west and south edges of the parking lots 
and ask that you not litter our property with the leavings of your smoking.  

     We would encourage anyone who smokes to consider quitting.  Free help is available at: 
https://www.nobutts.org/ or by calling 1-800-662-8887 

     Please see Pastor Gary Pope-Sears or Pastor Tevita Viakona to request prayers in your quest 
to quit. 

 ('Ikai ha feitu'u ifi tapaka  =   No smoking area) 

 

 

-submitted by Tracy Tennies 
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1  Merry Sloan 

2 Ana Lomano 

 3 Jerry Elliott 

 4 Scott Jones 

 4 Sione Tonga 

 4 Sulieti Vea  

 6 Carolyn Mitchell 

6 Erik Lee 

 9 Brandan McKenzie 

 9 Darlene Henson 

12 Simon McKenzie 

13 Carl Wimer 

14 Alice Martin 

14 Gabriel Byrd 

17 Rita Steele 

19 Tom Azevedo 

22 Bob Armstrong 

22  Lynn Dosh-Winans 

22 Savaira Raura 

24 Ed Payne 

26 Nicole Thiboutot 

28 Sharon DeBord 

29 Lupe Lomano 

30 Joyce Brady 

30 Amanda Bishop 

God had a plan in creating you when God made you he blessed the world with 
a very special person. 

7 Darlene & Craig Henson 

27 John & Temple Gallagher 

29 Leslie Potter & Andy Chesley 

  

  

Holy Cross Birthdays and Anniversaries 

I pray that your love for each other will overflow more and more, and that you 
will keep growing in your knowledge and understanding. (Philippians 1:9)  
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     “Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.”  When this 
arrives in your mail box we will be preparing to celebrate Palm Sunday!  We’ll sing our praises 
at Jesus’ entry into  Jerusalem.  In the current health crisis, our faith is in Christ Jesus. In hard 
times turn to the verse from 1st John 4:18, “Perfect love drives out fear”( from Upper Room Pg. 
20). 
      J.O.Y. Circle has had to cancel meetings and events in order to keep our members & Church 
family safe from a very serious virus.  We hope that soon, life as we knew it will be back.  The 
crafters will get crafting and sewers will be back making sleeping bags, and we will be together 
in fellowship.  
     I have an idea,  why don’t we keep in touch by phone calls and cards during this 
time.  Remember when you were a little child how great it was to get mail, okay fast forward to 
the 21st century:  texts, emails, tweets (I don’t even know how to do that!)  Read a novel, watch 
a mini-series. Take this time in Lent to reflect, study the Bible, and pray, considers it a gift of 
time to really be in the spirit of Lent. 
     Then here comes the Good News: it’s Easter Sunday, the promise is TRUE, Christ has risen 
and paid the debt for our sins!! The church has flowers, some women wear hats, clothing is 
colorful.  The children look forward to an Easter Egg hunt and did I mention that eggs are a 
representation of new life.  Our new life in Christ !! 
 

ALLEUIA, ALLEUIA, ALLEUIA 
AMEN ! 

J-O-Y Jottings 

*ATTENTION, ATTENTION*   
     We need your help, parents, 
grandparents, and aunties and  uncles, we 
recognize all young people who are 
promoting or graduating.  Preschoolers, 
kindergarteners,  elementary, middle school, 
junior high, and high school.  We need the 
following information: Name, first, called, 
last, gender (M/F), grade completed.  We also 
recognize those who have completed the 
third grade with a Bible.  We DO NOT want to 
leave anyone out,  so please turn the 
information in to the office or Judith Ernst by 
Sunday, May 17 th.   
     We have been experiencing low 
attendance at Share Jesus Hour and of course 
now that we are staying in to prevent the 

spread of Corona Virus that’s what we need 
to do. There is a site called sermons4kids.com 
that has a lesson, activities, word puzzles and 
it goes with our lectionary.  It might be fun to 
do it as a family.  See how many books of the 
Bible the whole family can name. 
     We are still using Deep Blue curriculum 
Loving God, Loving Neighbor. We will 
announce when we will start up again. 
 
Convener, Judith Ernst 

Share Jesus Hour 
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     This year we are recognizing some of those in our midst who do exceptional volunteer work.  
If you have people you would like to nominate for recognition, please email Pastor Gary 
(hcpastorg@gmail.com).   
     This month we celebrate the life and witness of Kathleen (Kathy) Kimber who came with her 
family to Stockton in 1965 to care for her grandfather.  She joined Holy Cross in 1966, 
transferring to Grace UMC in the 80’s when she lived in central 
Stockton before returning to us six years ago. 
     Growing up here she participated in youth group (led by Jerry 
Elliott), later the young adult group, taught Sunday School and 
even went on a mission trip to Mexico. 
     She attended San Jose State University, where she received a 
degree in Speech Pathology.  For the next 40 years she put her 
skills to work as a teacher, program manager, and administrator, 
working with students with special needs. 
     Since her return she has become a regular part of JOY Circle, the 
Seekers Bible Study, as well as serving on various committees. 
     She has been a great advocate for our church’s work in Uganda, 
having made five trips there working with Diane Morgali in support 
of the Women’s Resource Center.  She also met a young man there 
named Juma Ssozi who touched her heart with his work with people with disabilities.  Kathy 
has invested in his efforts to provide services to more than 50 children and their families 
through Children’s Hope. 
     Kathy is also the organizer of our work with Family Promise, so when she asks you to help: 
say yes!  We expect to be welcoming families to stay at Holy Cross beginning this summer. 
     Her current hope for Holy Cross? “With this mandated break we have been forced into, I 
hope we can take the time to honestly evaluate the things we have been doing and pray for 
God to inspire us to a whole new set of programs and services that will serve us and the 
community more effectively.” 
     Kathy, your dedication inspires and encourages us!   

We So Appreciate You! 

     Due to the restrictions on movement and assembly in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, we have suspended all meetings related to our Confirmation effort.  
Once the restrictions have eased, we will assess when and how to take up this 
endeavor. 

Confirmation Class  
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Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Apr i l  2020  

Worship services available on FACEBOOK join us ... 

Holy Cross United Methodist Church 

 

Holy 
Cross 
United  
Methodist 
Church 

Worship 10:30 
Palm Sunday 

Service of the 
Shadows 8pm 
Maundy 
Thursday 

The Scriptural 
Way of the 
Cross 12pm 
Good Friday Holy Saturday 

Worship 10:30 

Easter 

Worship 10:30 
Festival of the 
God’s 

Worship 10:30 
Native 
American 
Sunday 

Grapevine 
Deadline 

 
Earth Day 

World Malaria 
Day 
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Sent with to: 

     UMCOR stands for United Methodist Committee on Relief . When watching disaster unfold 
around the globe, many of us feel the call to help but are at a loss as to what we can actually do 
to help.  
     Our generosity as a church covers the operating budget of UMCOR. This allows them to 
funnel 100% of other donations received throughout the year directly to relief efforts.  
      
*If you want to learn more about UMCOR visit: www.umcgiving.org/UMCOR  


