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I cannot recall when I have wanted to put a year behind 

me as much as I do now.  So long 2020-Hello 2021!!  I 

know we are not through with the pandemic, but I am 

eager to put it in my rearview mirror.  That prompts a 

question: How does God want me to relate to a post-

pandemic future? 

 

Long ago Joshua led the children of Israel across the 

Jordan River into the Promised Land.  They were going 

into the future.  God wants His people of today to hear 

the same thing He spoke thousands of years ago.  In 

Joshua 1:6-9, God repeats these words three times: Be 

strong and courageous.  I have told you before that the 

Bible uses repetition to signify emphasis.  It is clear 

here that God will not accept weakness and timidity.  

He has big plans for His people and does not want 

them to fail due to fear. 

 

I am reminded of how fear-filled this past year has 

been.  I do not deny that we faced historic challenges, 

but at times things got crazy.  Novel cataclysmic ru-

mors regularly surfaced that seemed to indicate the 

end of civilization was near.  I had flashbacks to 1999 

when we were told a Y2K computer glitch would open 

the doors of all prisons, shut down all power grids and 

launch all nuclear weapons. This serves as a good re-

minder for all of us: Do not believe everything you 

hear.  We are to test the message with the Word of 

God.  One of the criteria that is helpful these days is to 

ask if the information is designed to make you feel 

afraid.  If it does, be careful.  2 Timothy 1:7 says God 

gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and 

self-control.  The spirit of this fallen world would leave 

us helpless and hopeless.  The Spirit of God fills us 

with faith and the power to be faithful.   

 

A final thought as we face the future- Joshua 7:13 pro-

vides this direction: This is what the Lord, the God of 

Israel, says, “Consecrate yourselves in preparation for 

tomorrow.”  What does that mean?  “Consecrate” 

means to dedicate.  It means to say, “God, you’ve got 

all of me.  Here I am.  All of me is all yours.”  That is the 

best way to prepare for 2021 and every year we are 

given.  “It all is yours,” may sound extreme, but it is 

not.  Faith leads us to acknowledge that God is the Giv-

er of everything and that we cannot lay claim to any-

thing apart from Him.  Faith rejoices in consecrating 

oneself because it is the obvious response to the God 

who gave all of Himself for us in Christ Jesus.  We have 

just celebrated God’s all-out consecration at Christ-

mas.  The Father gave His One and Only Son.  We are 

moving toward another all-out consecration in Holy 

Week.  The Son offered His holy, precious blood and 

His innocent suffering and death to secure our salva-

tion.  God’s dedication to us is what calls on us to con-

secrate ourselves to Him.     

 

I have lots of hope for 2021.  His promises give me 

confidence for the future.  

 

He says, they who wait for the Lord 

shall renew their strength; they shall 

mount up with wings like eagles; they 

shall run and not be weary; they shall 

walk and not faint (Is 40).   

Pastor Mau   
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    Celebrations!

During this unusual time period with the many changes needed in our service 

music selections, the name   

Brent Edstrom has appeared on Martin Sippy's and my music as a composer 

and arranger of great versatility, who contributes immensely to the contempo-

rary piano and guitar jazz styles! He has a Bachelor of Music Education degree 

in classical piano performance from WA State University and a Master of Music 

degree in jazz studies and contemporary media from the Eastman School of 

Music. His composing and arranging covers solo piano works through complete orchestral compositions, includ-

ing works for chamber and jazz music. His American music includes original compositions, orchestrations, syn-

thesis and sound design for films, T.V. games and multimedia applications! His music experience in classical and 

contemporary genres contribute to a highly expressive music, which appeals to me, a person whose preference is 

often torn between choral and instrumental groups of musicians! Having both present is to me the epitome of 

praising God through music! And to add the dimension of the contemporary technical sounds that Mr. Edstrom 

has the expertise to "orchestrate" must be quite a listening treat when highly trained musicians, and technicians 

work together! 

Mr.Edstrom has made his Sacred Jazz Piano arrangements with well defined phrases, pleasing "voice" leading, in 

songs that started as vocal arrangements in some cases. The rise and lowering of the melody is pleasant to inter-

pret with the adjustment of the touch and volume of the instruments producing the sounds! Thus he bridges the 

gap between vocal and instrumental music as the performer and the congregation can think the words and notes 

supported by colorful jazz chords in these days of restricted vocal sound production! 

I appreciate playing these arrangements with Martin and knowing that when he presents the small group of 2 

singing that the congregation is following the words projected on the front wall, with the expert help of Robin 

Mau!  This musical offering must please our Father in Heaven and His precious Son, Christ the King! Thanks  to 

Martin for his exciting improvisations and high energy performances! 

May each and every one of you have a very meaningful, enjoyable Christmas celebrating the birth of our Savior 

and Lord Jesus Christ! 

In Christian love,  

Joyce Buettgen 
Organist , Pianist & Choir Director 

Choir News 

 
  

  1/9 Martin & Marilyn Sippy 

1/3 Sierra Hoshikawa 

1/5 Rebekah Graham 

1/18 Bruce Zornow 

1/23 Donna Chow 

1/26 Blake Ozias 

1/31 Ray Stafford 

2/2 Barbara McDermott 

2/2 Megan Tompkins 

2/8 Jeff Shomaker 

2/10 Al Swan 

2/11 Jeff Matson 

2/13 Sue Brame 

2/19 Martin Sippy 

2/14 Al & Melinda Swan 
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!! 

Thank you for your generosity in November and December with your monetary gifts!  We gave $430 for the Holi-

day Baking Drive at Hopelink.  The Christmas Giving Tree for the Adopt-a-Family program at Bellevue LifeSpring 

received $1,025. 

For 2020, we have given to the following organizations: 

Lutheran Ministries Services Northwest:  $1,250 

Lutheran Community Services Northwest:  $1,250 

Valley Camp:  $1,000 

Bridge Ministries:  $750 

Eastside Baby Corner:  $750 

We also gave $700 to Salvation Army since we were unable to cook and serve dinners the first Wednesday of the 

month since April. The above organizations have been blessed through your offerings! 

We did have “leftovers” from Congregations For The Homeless so we donated 236 pounds of dry goods to North-

west Harvest in October. 

Next up is Lenten Alms, collecting monetary gifts for Vision House in Renton, whose mission is to follow Jesus in 

working with families experiencing poverty or homelessness to promote positive transformation. Collection will be 

from Sunday, February 21 to Sunday, March 28.  
- Donna Chow and Marie Chow 

Social Ministries Update    

       Lutheran Women's Missionary League  

Thank YOU for the mites collected in 2019 for a total of $530.46, which goes to fund mis-

sion grants at the district and national levels in LWML. In the past few newsletters, I have 

shared how LWML uses these mites.  Since we are in the new year, I thought I'd share the 

article I wrote for the home page of the LWML website (www.lwml.org) that is planned for 

the week of January 4: 

A New Year – A New Me! 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come (2 

Corinthians 5:17). 

 

When it comes to the new year, does the above verse come to mind? It does to me, especially now, since 2020 

was an interesting year! However, that is now in the past and we look forward to the new year of 2021. The verse 

above also reminds us that our old self is gone and we have a new self in Jesus. What a great reminder! 

 

Check out one of the LWML Bible studies, We Begin Anew (link: http://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/

tenants/lwml/attachments/56573/2016-jan_we-begin-anew_bible-study.pdf), that you can do yourself or study 

with friends or family. This Bible study has you looking back and also has you thinking about how to approach 

this new year. 

 

Happy and blessed new year to you! 

P.S., LWML does have many resources like Bible studies, devotions, crafts, coloring items, so check the website 

out! 

   - Marie Chow 

 

http://www.lwml.org
http://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/56573/2016-jan_we-begin-anew_bible-study.pdf
http://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/56573/2016-jan_we-begin-anew_bible-study.pdf
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 Love Letters — by Martin Sippy 

 

When I was 15, youth groups from three different churches in Auburn, Kent, and Federal Way, Washington were 

invited to attend a weekend-long faith retreat at Camp Arnold sponsored by Lutheran Youth Alive. I had recently 

stood to profess my faith at a rally about six months before and I was really excited to go to a camp (my first 

time), to meet all these new people, and to be with my friends. There were about 45 of us there plus our leaders 

and adults. 

   

After loads-of-fun activities and dinner that first day, we split into groups of about 6 or 7, and were given a bunch 

of 3x5 cards with bible verses on them. Our task was to look them up in our bibles, write them out, and then or-

ganize them into a love letter from God to us personally. We then hand-lettered our “love notes” in large lettering 

onto mural paper that we hung on the walls of our gathering area. 

   

It was amazing to see all the different love letters that were assembled from using the various verses we were 

given. At each meal my friends and I would go around and look at all the different ways of assembling the verses, 

the handwriting and colors, the beautiful decorations, drawings, and fancy lettering some used to express this 

great love. We were very moved by this exercise. 

   

We played so many games and had so many teen friendly meals. We even had a movie in a big darkened barn 

(which was a big deal back then). There was swimming in a steam enveloped outdoor pool. I learned my first 

three chords on my friend Scott’s acoustic guitar while some of the girls gathered close and sang in harmony. I 

even managed to strike up a conversation with one of them and didn’t make an entire fool of myself.  Such a 

perfect event for my newly developing faith. 

   

To this day I like to take a bunch of topical promise verses and organize them into a love letter of sorts to read 

out and ponder as we did so long ago now. Below is a sort of recreation of our group’s letter. It may have been a 

little different than this. But it is close. Following is a “grab bag” of additional verses for you to organize into your 

own letter. 

   

 

As our youth leader said,  

  

“It is important to remember that God is not mad at us. In fact, God 

loves us more than we can imagine. His Word, our bibles, is the his-

tory of his great love. --Unfailing love full of longing for our good with 

an unbelievable willingness to sacrifice everything to save us.” 

   

“Our response? Our response is to be God’s Love letter to all we 

meet.” 

 

 

Continued >>> 

You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by  

everyone. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our minis-

try, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets 

of stone but on tablets of human hearts. -- 2 Corinthians 3:2-3 



Some Additional Verses for your own Love Letter 

 

You may not know me, but I know everything about you. Psalm 139:1 I know when you sit down and when you 

rise up. Psalm 139:2 I am familiar with all your ways. Psalm 139:3 In me you live and move and have your be-

ing. Acts 17:28 For you are my child. Acts 17:28 I chose you when I planned creation. Ephesians 1:11-12 You 

were not a mistake, for all your days are written in my book. Psalm 139:15-16 You are fearfully and wonderful-

ly made. Psalm 139:14 I knit you together in your mother's womb. Psalm 139:13 And brought you forth on the 

day you were born. Psalm 71:6 I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me. John 8:41-44 I am 

not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love. 1 John 4:16 And it is my desire to lavish my 

love on you. 1 John 3:1 Simply because you are my child and I am your Father. 1 John 3:1 I offer you more 

than your earthly father ever could. Matthew 7:11 For I am the perfect father. Matthew 5:48 Every good gift 

that you receive comes from my hand. James 1:17 For I am your provider and I meet all your needs. Matthew 

6:31-33 My plan for your future has always been filled with hope. Jeremiah 29:11 Because I love you with an 

everlasting love. Jeremiah 31:3 My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore. Psalms 

139:17-18 And I rejoice over you with singing. Zephaniah 3:17 I will never stop doing good to you. Jeremiah 

32:40 I desire to establish you with all my heart and all my soul. Jeremiah 32:41 And I want to show you great 

and marvelous things. Jeremiah 33:3 If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me. Deuteronomy 4:29 

Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4 I am able to do more for you than you 

could possibly imagine. Ephesians 3:20 For I am your greatest encourager. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 I am also 

the Father who comforts you in all your troubles. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 When you are broken hearted, I am close 

to you. Psalm 34:18 As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have carried you close to my heart. Isaiah 40:11 One day 

I will wipe away every tear from your eyes. Revelation 21:3-4 And I'll take away all the pain you have suffered 

on this earth. Revelation 21:3-4 I am your Father, and I love you even as I love my son, Jesus. John 17:23 For 

in Jesus, my love for you is revealed. John 17:26 He is the exact representation of my being. Hebrews 1:3 He 

came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you. Romans 8:31 And to tell you that I am not counting 

your sins. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 His 

death was the ultimate expression of my love for you. 1 John 4:10 I gave up everything I loved that I might 

gain your love. Romans 8:31-32 If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me. 1 John 2:23 And noth-

ing will ever separate you from my love again. Romans 8:38-39 Come home and I'll throw the biggest party 

heaven has ever seen. Luke 15:7 I have always been Father, and will always be Father. Ephesians 3:14-15 My 

question is…Will you be my child? John 1:12-13 I am waiting for you. Luke 15:11-32 
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My Child,  

 

You may not know me, but I know you. (Psalm 139:1) I am familiar with all your ways.(Psalm 

139:3) I rejoice over you with singing. (Zephaniah 3:17)  

 

You did not choose me but I have chosen you. (John 15:16) I have made you to bring joy to the world 

and hope to people’s lives.(Isaiah 61:1) There is nowhere you can go and not ask me to walk beside 

you. (Psalm 139:7-8)  My plan for your future has always been filled with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

Because I love you with an everlasting love. (Jeremiah 31:3) I am your provider and I meet all 

your needs. (Matthew 6:31-33) I walk with you along the road, slowly helping you understand more 

and more. (Luke 24: 9-25) The journey will sometimes be hard. (Matthew 16:24) But know that I 

never ask you to do more than I know we can cope with together. (Philippians: 4:13) I can use all 

things for good. (Romans 8:28) Jesus’ death was the ultimate expression of my love for you. (1 

John 4:10) I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love. (Romans 8:31-32) You are 

my child… Will you let me be your Father? (1 John 3:1) I am waiting for you. (Luke 15:11-32)  

-Your Heavenly Father 



Page 6  The Messenger  

 



The Messenger  Page 7  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

I so clearly remember our first praise team rehearsal back in 2010 where I had prepared music for about eight 

people who might  come out for our very first gathering . . . only to find that actually. . . 
 

Twenty-two people showed up!  
 

I don’t have the words for how blown away I was back then and, truthfully speaking, how thankful and blown 

away I am to this day by your love for the Lord, your awesome faithfulness, and your dedication to living lives of 

worship in everything you say and do. 

 

In a short time we found that we couldn’t have everyone who joined our worship ministry all up front on the same 

Sunday. So, we formed rotating teams beautifully leading worship over the past 10 years: Jesus Messiah, Grace 

Like Rain, New Life, New Creation, One Spirit, Extol, and Cross Walk. 
 

Who’s Your Favorite Team? 
I was regularly asked by members on different teams which team was my favorite; and like a parent with more 

than one child, I always said, “each one of these is my favorite because we’re really one big family.” Which is 

true. But now that our current ministry is coming to an end, I will admit that New Life and the guitar class, which 

later became New Creation, was especially dear to my heart. It was exciting to see the younger ones taking the 

role of leading worship so seriously. It inspired my own faith to see how they loved to read the scriptures aloud, to 

offer a spontaneous prayer, and to be thought of as an “adult.” Yes, each team was my favorite because we are 

all part of one awesome musical family. And I have a special love to teach praise and worship songs to our 

younger worshippers with whom I led worship, visited nursing homes, attended movies (Chronicles of Narnia), 

and had some great parties. Some invited me to school performances to help accompany, and others just to be 

there cheering them along. So, yes, in the end, Worship Team is my favorite. 
 

Thank You 
Thank you for your great examples of faith, for the shining love for Jesus in your eyes as you sang, and for your 

extreme kindness, dedication, and support as we led over 500 worship services together. Thank you for seeing 

when I was worried about various things and for coming alongside of me with overflowing love and care. Thank 

you for your courage to try new things, to get up in front of people to worship, to sing, lead, and pray. And thank 

you for living your transformed lives in such unique, beautiful, and inspiring ways. You are my beloved ones. 
 

Yes, Thank You to 64 worshippers --including our tech-teamers, puppet ministry actors, 

singers, and musicians-- who continue to “Go and Make a Difference” 
 

Thank you Aaron, Adam, Annika, Arianna, Arnie, Austin, Barb, Ben, Blake, Brad D, Brad Reaves, Carissa, Chris-

tian, Christopher, Collin, Conner, Courtney, Curt, David,    Gloria, Grace Mau, Grace Mui, Graham, Jack and Joe 

Chen, Jacob, Jan, Johnny, Joy, Kai, Ken, Kallie, Katheryn, Karen B, Karen D, Lauren, Lauri, Leila, Margie, Marilyn, 

Matthew, Michelle, Mike, Nia, Nina, Pastor Mau, Pat, Pauline, Peter, Ray, Robin, Rusty, Ryan, Saul, Sherry, Siri, 

Stephen D, Stephen R, Theresa, Tory, Tiffany, Vera, and Westin (I hope I have mentioned everyone!) 

 

I praise God and thank God that you have been His love letter to me in my life, 

 

Marty 

Praise God for Praise Team! 
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