
Welcoming those with faith and with doubt

Clarendon Presbyterian Church
Sunday, October 24, 2021

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

  Following the Spirit’s call to go into the world with love, joy, and creativity, we are a community of  faith following the way of
Jesus in solidarity with marginalized and disenfranchised people doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. We

seek companions on the journey from all* walks of  life.
*All means all: all races, ages, genders, orientations, classes, convictions and questions.

● We are so glad you are worshiping with us today! October 31 is 100% online and November 7 will be outdoors with streaming.
○ Masks are strongly encouraged outdoors. Masks are required indoors.
○ By attending in-person worship today, you affirm that you do not have known COVID symptoms or recent contact with

someone with COVID.
○ Following national guidance, with masks and distancing, while worshipping outdoors, we will have congregational

singing!
● You are invited to walk to the polls with us following worship for early voting!
● Thanks to Andrew Wells-Dang (he/his) for his music leadership!
● Thanks to Marit Simenson (she/her) for being our liturgist today!
● Thanks to our Ushers/Set up and Clean up team and camera person!  Sara Mitchell (she/her), Sam Foulke (he/him), Don

Hodgen (he/him), Mike Bagwell (he/him), and Carl Layno (he/him)!
● Thank you to  Sara Mitchell (she/her) and Anna Olson (she/her) digital deacons today!
● Are you new to worshiping with us? We are so glad to have you with us today! If  you are willing, please introduce yourself.
● If  you don’t get the e-newsletter, please email clarendonmission@gmail.com.

Gathering and Preparing our Hearts for Worship

Prelude “Rise to Greet the Sun” Zhao Zichen

Call to worship Marit Simenson
In our grief, God never tells us to get over it.
She brings us to her bosom and sways us back and forth.
God’s heart beats with ours!

God doesn’t explain away our sorrow,
making our pain into a lesson or a cross to bear.
God weeps with us!

Hallelujah, God doesn’t offer easy answers --
They are with us in the Mystery. She holds us in Her arms.

Land and Labor Acknowledgement Marit Simenson
A land acknowledgment names the traditional Native inhabitants of  the land you are in, in order to offer recognition
and respect; to cultivate a deeper awareness of  the history that has led to the present moment; and to create an
opportunity for reflection on our responsibilities as descendants of  that history. We acknowledge that we live and



worship on the Native lands of  the Piscataway, Nacotchtank, and Pamunkey peoples, among others, and we pay our
respects to elders past and present, known and unknown. We also recognize that many inequities of  money and
power in the place we know as Arlington are based on past and present racial injustice, including the stolen labor of
people of  African descent.

Opening Hymn How Great Thou Art / This Is My Song
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art! (x2)

This is my song, O God of  all the nations,
A song of  peace for lands afar and mine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is;
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine.

Then sings my soul…
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
And skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
So hear my song, O God of  all the nations,
A song of  peace for their land and for mine.

Then sings my soul...

Prayer of Confession Rev. Blair Moorhead
Down To Earth God, thank you for the example of  our teacher, Jesus, who joined people in the ordinary dust of  their
days, who got up close to the life lived on their feet, and who blessed them with water and compassionate presence.
We know the need for that compassionate presence in our life, as we recognize the harm we create in our daily
actions and our daily inaction. We know the need for Jesus’ blessing as we wrestle with the side of
ourselves we find hard to love.

Forgive us God. Infuse our lives with sacred-ordinary connection. And when our feet are
weary, still us to receive a blessing from another. Amen.

Assurance, Praise, Passing of the Peace Rev. Blair Moorhead
Friends, hear and believe this Good news:
We go together not with easy answers for suffering,
nor trite explanations for pain, but in consolation --
that here on this Earth, we have each other.
Though our heartbreak may be unique,
we are not alone in heartbrokenness.
Though we cannot fix the sorrow of  another,
we can share what we have as we are able --
our presence, our resources, and our determined compassion.
Know that God is always with us.
As a sign of  our community bonded together in Christ,
let us share the peace of  Christ with one another.
The peace of  Christ be with you.
And also with you.



Moment for Mission “Walk to the Polls”

Invitation to Offering Rev. Blair Moorhead
In a world of  wealth hoarding, we, the kin-dom of  God, desire to live in everyday abundance -- to take what we have and share
it, so that all may have enough. We desire not barns overflowing, but for everyone to have nourishing food, deep rest, safety,
connection, and care.  Let us bring our offers to God and each other, that it might be so.

Offertory Step by Step
Step by step the longest march can be won, can be won
Many stones can form an arch, singly none, singly none
And in union what we will can be accomplished still
Drops of  water turn a mill, singly none, singly none

Prayer of Dedication Marit Simenson
God of  the Oppressed, infuse ecosystems of  care with your creative love and heal the soul-sickness of  wealth hoarding. We
dedicate our offerings to the interdependence of  all beings, knowing that our flourishing is tied up in one anothers. Bless and
keep your beloveds as we work with you to bring about your kin-dom of  mutual care. Amen.

Hearing and Re�lecting on the Word
First Bible Reading Psalm 80 7-19 Translation by Nan Merrill Marit Simenson
You companion us through the wilderness, through the shadow created by fear.

You plant your Seed into each heart.
You uproot the weeds of  our sin, You cultivate the soil of  our goodness.
Truly, in You, we become like a tiny acorn, holding the secret of  a mighty oak.
You nourish us with streams of  Living Water.
Be our strength as we break down walls that separate and divide;

let not fear pluck away the gifts we would share.
Roll away the stones that become obstacles to growth, to producing a bountiful harvest.

Receive our gratitude, O Heart of  all hearts!
Look upon us and see what love can do;
Rejoice in the new birth You create!

Be glad where your Seed has found fertile soil.
How much more the return of  one healthy plant than ten thousand useless weeds!
May those who have borne the fruit of  love

radiate your Spirit into the world!
May we always walk and co-create with You;

receive the gratitude of  our hearts, as we share in the Great Plan!

Restore us, O Holy One!
Let your face shine upon us, teach us to love!

Second Scripture Reading Isaiah 65:17-25 Rev. Blair Moorhead
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.
But be glad and rejoice forever  in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.  I
will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of  weeping be heard in it, or the cry of  distress.
No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;



for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of  a hundred will be considered
accursed.

They shall build houses and inhabit them;  they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of  a tree shall the days of  my people be, and my chosen shall long
enjoy the work of  their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity;for they shall be offspring blessed by
the Lord—and their descendants as well.
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf  and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall
eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,
says the Lord.

Re�lection A New Heaven and a New Earth Rev. Blair Moorhead

Hymn (Round)
What does the Lord require of  you? (x2)
To do justice, and love mercy, and walk humbly with your God (x2)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Blair Moorhead
We pray together with the prayer that Jesus Christ taught his disciples saying….
All: Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

Benediction and Sending Rev. Blair Moorhead

*The liturgy and prayers for this service are adapted from the liturgy for the day from Enfleshed as well as liturgy from their
website.

Ministers: All members of  the community
Director of  Christian Mission : Rev. Blair Moorhead; clarendonmission@gmail.com

Pastor (Stated Supply) :  Rev. Alice Rose Tewell;
alicertewell@gmail.com 202-805-3720

Bookkeeper : Beth Trent; clarendonfinance@gmail.com

We strive to be a community that welcomes and celebrates all people. If  you have a question or suggestion about inclusion or
accessibility, we encourage you to contact Pastor Alice @ alicertewell@gmail.com.


