
Welcoming those with faith and with doubt

Clarendon Presbyterian Church
Sunday, October 17, 2021

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

  Following the Spirit’s call to go into the world with love, joy, and creativity, we are a community of  faith following the way of
Jesus in solidarity with marginalized and disenfranchised people doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. We

seek companions on the journey from all* walks of  life.
*All means all: all races, ages, genders, orientations, classes, convictions and questions.

● We are so glad you are worshiping with us today! October 24 is outdoors; October 31 is 100% online.
○ Masks are strongly encouraged outdoors. Masks are required indoors.
○ By attending in-person worship today, you affirm that you do not have known COVID symptoms or recent contact with

someone with COVID.
○ Following national guidance, with masks and distancing, while worshipping outdoors, we will have congregational

singing!
● Please join us after worship for our Racial Justice Study and Action Group conversation led by Sara Mitchell (she/her) and

Andrew Wells-Dang (he/his).
● Thanks to Kristine Gabster (she/her) for your music leadership!
● Thanks to Kristine Schnarr (she/her) for being our liturgist today!
● Thanks to our Ushers/Set up and Clean up team Ahna Olson (she/her), Sam Foulke (he/him), Clark Chesser (he/him), Mike

Bagwell (he/him)!
● Thank you to our Sara Mitchell, our in-person digital deacon today!
● Are you new to worshiping with us? We are so glad to have you with us today! If  you are willing, please introduce yourself.
● If  you don’t get the e-newsletter, please email clarendonmission@gmail.com.

Gathering and Preparing our Hearts for Worship
Prelude Be Thou My Vision Kristine Gabster

Call to worship Kristine Schnarr
Leader: God is praised when we live into the fullest expression of  ourselves;
All: They love queerness, melanin, technicolored gender-expressions,
Leader: They love fleshy bodies, neurodivergent minds, and curious spirits.

Leader: God invites us not to a ladder to climb nor a 10-step improvement plan;
All: They invite us to the table of  simple abundance,
Leader: Imperfect and real community, beloved belonging just as we are.

Land and Labor Acknowledgement Kristine Schnarr
A land acknowledgment names the traditional Native inhabitants of  the land you are in, in order to offer recognition
and respect; to cultivate a deeper awareness of  the history that has led to the present moment; and to create an
opportunity for reflection on our responsibilities as descendants of  that history. We acknowledge that we live and
worship on the Native lands of  the Piscataway, Nacotchtank, and Pamunkey peoples, among others, and we pay our
respects to elders past and present, known and unknown. We also recognize that many inequities of  money and



power in the place we know as Arlington are based on past and present racial injustice, including the stolen labor of
people of  African descent.

Opening Hymn #834 Precious Lord, Take My Hand Kristine Gabster
Precious Lord, take my hand;
Lead me on, help me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light;
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near;
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call,
hold my hand lest I fall;
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Prayer of Confession Rev. Alice Rose Tewell
God of  Justice,
God of  Compassion,
God of  Sacred and Scandalous ways,
We still have so much to learn.
By your grace, we have come to know love more deeply than once before –
its mess, its complexity, its stubborn and tender truths transform us more each day.
Through fires that refine and valleys of  death, you have guided us.
You draw us into the heart of  Wisdom,
Saving us from the lies of  destruction.
Turning us towards hope that liberates.
But still, O God, we struggle to trust in you.
Search our hearts, O God, and see if  there is any fear within us.
Meet us there with your good news that sets the captives free.
Forgive us from the harm we have done as we seek to harm no more.

Assurance, Praise, Passing of the Peace Rev. Alice Rose Tewell
Beloveds, God does not abandon us to the systems that destroy.
God does not bind us to our regrets.
Or forever hold us to what we once believed.
God says, come and follow!
Know forgiveness and sin no more.
Love abounds. And Justice shall be manifest!
Wherever new life is desired,
may the peace of  Christ be welcomed among us.
Thanks be to God who leads us on paths of  resurrection.

Moment for Mission James Fisher, New Hope Housing
Mission team is sharing invitations for community engagement each week. Join us for more conversation following worship!

Invitation to Offering Rev. Alice Rose Tewell
Friends, let us bring our offerings to God, our Creator.



Offertory Kristine Gabster

Prayer of Dedication Kristine Schnarr
Holy Way-Maker, when despair and overwhelm knock at the door of  our souls, awaken our hearts to tenderness, enliven our
minds with creativity, and meet our bodies with rest, that we might be fortified to co-labor with you to bring about your
kin-dom. We dedicate these offerings to the invigorating of  our spirits and to the work of  your kin-dom. Amen.

Hearing and Re�lecting on the Word
First Bible Reading Mark 10:35-45 Kristine Schnarr
James and John, the sons of  Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we
ask of  you." And he said to them, "What is it you want me to do for you?"
And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory." But Jesus said to them, "You
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with?"

They replied, "We are able." Then Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I
am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it
has been prepared."

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, "You know that
among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.

But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be
first among you must be slave of  all. For the Son of  Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many."

Second Scripture Reading Job 38:1-7 and 34-41 Rev. Alice Rose Tewell
Then the LORD answered Job out of  the whirlwind: "Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up
your loins like a man, I will question you, and you shall declare to me. "Where were you when I laid the foundation of  the
earth? Tell me, if  you have understanding. Who determined its measurements--surely you know! Or who stretched the line
upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly
beings shouted for joy?

"Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, so that a flood of  waters may cover you? Can you send forth lightnings, so that they
may go and say to you, 'Here we are'? Who has put wisdom in the inward parts, or given understanding to the mind? Who has
the wisdom to number the clouds? Or who can tilt the waterskins of  the heavens, when the dust runs into a mass and the clods
cling together?

"Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the appetite of  the young lions, when they crouch in their dens, or lie in wait in
their covert? Who provides for the raven its prey, when its young ones cry to God, and wander about for lack of  food?

Re�lection Rev. Alice Rose Tewell

Hymn #65 Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah #803, verses 1-3 Kristine Gabster
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land.

I am weak, but thou art mighty. Hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of  heaven, bread of  heaven, feed me till I want no more; feed me til lI want no more.



Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow.
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, I will ever give to thee; I will ever give to thee.

When I tread the verge of  Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside.
Death of  death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of  praises, songs of  praises I will ever give to thee; I will ever give to thee.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Alice Rose Tewell
In the midst of  all that keeps our spirits frantic, overwhelmed, or troubled, we pause.
We pause to remember each other as those whose precious and precarious lives
are inherently bound together.
We pause to remember the basic gifts of  water, of  trees, of  beauty, of  the land we gather upon.
We pause to remember our neighbors – distant and near.
And so to the One who is Love, we bring the prayers of  our communities. Where we share in joy or concern, let us respond
together, “God, hear our prayers.”
We pray for all the queer, trans, and intersex children and youth across the globe. For the ones who are struggling with feelings
of  isolation and shame. For those who have no safe place or people to retreat to. For those who must be teachers to the adults
in their lives. For those who are unsafe in their communities.
[Please add your prayers out-loud or in the chat.]
God, hear our prayers.

We pray for our elders whose labor we are indebted to. For the ones who never tasted the freedom they fought for. For the
ones who were forced to the fringes of  their own movements. For the allies who suffered beside us, casting their lot with us in
true solidarity. For the ones forgotten and betrayed.
[Please add your prayers out-loud or in the chat.]
God, hear our prayers.

We pray for all those who hunger for justice and liberation today. We pray for all who are suffering in the church and the world
at the hands of  white supremacy. For those imprisoned by the state. For those whose land has been taken. For the earth that
groans beneath us. For those without food or housing. For those who have yet to repent.
[Please add your prayers out-loud or in the chat.]
God, hear our prayers.

We pray for those who are suffering, for those who are sick, and for those who care for those who are sick and suffering.  Fill
each person with the fullness of  your  healing love.
[Please add your prayers out-loud or in the chat.]
God, hear our prayers.

We pray in gratitude for all that nourishes and sustains us. For the gifts of  beauty and friendship, shared meals, and art, and
love. For laughter. For pleasure. For the friends, lovers, and comrades who lift our spirits, always by our side when the days are
heavy. For the freedom we have in Christ.
[Please add your prayers out-loud or in the chat.]
God, hear our prayers.



For your presence within and around us, in our highs and lows, our hope and our despair, God, we give you thanks. Hear our
prayers and deepen our willingness to show up with and for one another, sharing in each other’s burdens and working for one
another’s protection and care. We pray together with the prayer that Jesus Christ taught his disciples saying….

All: Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

Benediction and Sending Rev. Alice Rose Tewell

Postlude Da Pacem Cordeum Kristine Gabster

*The liturgy and prayers for this service are adapted from the liturgy for the day from Enfleshed as well as liturgy from their
website.

Ministers: All members of  the community
Director of  Christian Mission : Rev. Blair Moorhead; clarendonmission@gmail.com

Pastor (Stated Supply) :  Rev. Alice Rose Tewell;
alicertewell@gmail.com 202-805-3720

Bookkeeper : Beth Trent; clarendonfinance@gmail.com

We strive to be a community that welcomes and celebrates all people. If  you have a question or suggestion about inclusion or
accessibility, we encourage you to contact Pastor Alice @ alicertewell@gmail.com.


