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Prelude 
 
The 
People 
Who  
Walk in 
Darkness 
 
Taisha 
Estrada 



23 people from Our 
church showed up for 
the VOICE Action! 
Sara was an awesome 
speaker!  
Next Action on Mental 
Health is Sunday December 4 
@ 3:30 pm At Trinity Pres 
Herndon. 
 



Not going to the 
voice action next 
Sunday n@ 5 pm?
Come to the 
Community 
Christmas Concert 
featuring the 
Taisha Estrada 
Jazz QUartet 
@ Church of  the 
Covenant
 



A land acknowledgment names the 
traditional Native inhabitants of  the land 
you are in, in order to offer recognition 
and respect; to cultivate a deeper 
awareness of  the history that has led to 
the present moment; and to create an 
opportunity for reflection on our 
responsibilities as descendants of  that 
history.

Land  

and  

Labor 

Acknowledgment 
 
Lee Swanson 
(they/them)
 
 



Land  

and  

Labor 

Acknowledgment 
 
Lee Swanson 
(they/them)
 
 

We acknowledge that we live and 
worship on the Native lands of  the 
Piscataway, Nacotchtank, and 
Pamunkey peoples, among others, and 
we pay our respects to elders past and 
present, known and unknown. We also 
recognize that many inequities of  money 
and power in the place we know as 
Arlington are based on past and present 
racial injustice, including the stolen 
labor of  people of  African descent. 



Land  

and  

Labor 

Statement  
 
Lee Swanson 
(they/them)
 
 



Lighting of the 
Advent Candle 
of Hope 
 

 
Diana perry-Elby 
(she/her) 

 
 
 
 

This is the first Sunday of  Advent 
when we prepare for the birth of  
Jesus Christ, the incarnation of  God 
into the world. Each week we light 
an Advent candle to point us in the 
direction of  wonder that God brings 
in both the ordinary and 
extraordinary situations. 
Today, we light the Advent candle of  
hope, to center us as we put our



Lighting of the 
Advent Candle 
of Hope 
 

 
Diana perry-Elby 
(she/her) 

 
 
 
 

hope in Jesus Christ, God as love for 
the world.  
(light candle of  hope)

We give thanks to God for 
hope. 

Prepare for the In-breaking of  
Divine Compassion

for Revolutionary Love comes 
at an unexpected hour.



Lighting of the 
Advent Candle 
of Hope 
 

 
Diana perry-Elby 
(she/her) 

 
 
 
 

Awaken to the Kin-dom of  God Already at 
Hand 

for Holy Mischief  and Good Trouble 
are already being made.

Ready your hearts for the work of  Solidarity
for women and workers were the first 
to recognize God-With-Us.

Come, let us gather expectantly—
the Living Christ is wise and wild.



Hymn #88 
 
O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel  
(v.1) 
 
Taisha Estrada

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of  God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.



Prayer of 
Confession and 
Presence 
 

 
Rev. Alice Tewell 
 
 
 
 

Systems of  destruction are invested in 
our distraction. They celebrate when 
we do not have the fortitude to touch 
the bottom of  the well of  sorrow and 
return to the top with hope. Radical 
Courage, may we learn to live with fear 
without it dictating our actions. May 
the bonds of  our community nourish 
us for the work of  hope, that we may 
kindle Love amidst destruction and 
awaken to the Spirit already moving. 
Amen.



Assurance, 
Praise, and  
Peace 

 

 
Rev. Alice Tewell
 
 
 
 

Know that you are forgiven and 
abundantly loved by God. 

May the peace of  Christ that passes all 
understanding be with you.  

And also with you.



 
Invitation to the 
Weekly Offering 
 

 
 
Diana Perry-Elby 
(she/her)

 
 
 
 

Mystic and community spiritual advisor, 
Julian of  Norwich, lived in a time that felt 
like the world was ending. Extraordinary 
floods, a horrific plague, and persistent 
violence made her landscape not unlike our 
own. During this time, she wrote: Where do 
we begin? Begin with the heart.

Beloveds, let us begin with our 
hearts—touching it for wisdom and 
compassion, that, amidst a rattling world, we 
might build structures of  Love. Let us bring 
forth our offerings that it may be so.



offertory 
 
People Get Ready 
(by Curtis Mayfield) 
 
 
Taisha Estrada

 

 

 
 
 
 



Prayer 
Of 
Dedication 
 
 

Diana Perry-Elby 
(she/her)
 
 
 
 

Mysterious Peace, root our gifts 
in the Ways of  Love. When we 
feel distracted, focus our hearts 
on the everyday practice of  the 
fruits of  the spirit. When we 
scramble for hope, ease our 
bodies into the flow of  your grace. 
Ground our offerings in these 
intentions, that all manner of  
things may be well. Amen.



Gloria 
(nichols) 
 
 
 
Taisha Estrada  
 
 

We are the people 
Who have walked in the darkness 

We’ve seen a great light 
We’ve seen a great light 

(x2) 
Let the whole world cry Hallelujah 

(x3)  
Gloria



Hymn #90 
 
Wait for the 
Lord 
 
 
Taisha Estrada

 

 

 
 
 
 

Wait for the Lord,
Whose day is near
Wait for the Lord,

Be strong take heart



Scripture 
Reading 
Isaiah 2:1-5 

 
 
Diana Perry-Elby 
(she/her)
 
 
 
 

The word that Isaiah son of  Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of  the Lord’s house shall be 
established as the highest of  the mountains, and shall be raised 
above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.

Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of  the Lord, to the house of  the God of  Jacob; that 
he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’

For out of  Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of  the 
Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and 
shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.

O house of  Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of  the Lord!



Sermon 
 
People Get 
Ready 
 
 
Rev. Alice Tewell

People get ready, there's a train a'comin'
You don't need no baggage, you just get on board
All you need is faith to hear the diesels hummin'

You don't need no ticket — 
you just thank the Lord.

There ain't no room for the hopeless sinner whom would 
hurt all mankind 

Just to save his own 
Have pity on those whose chances grow thinner 

For there is no hiding place against the kingdom's 
throne.

 



 
Prayers of the 
People 
Rev. Alice Tewell 

Decorate the tree and 
cookies next Sunday after 
church! 



The Lord’s 
Prayer 
 
 
 

Creating God, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kin-dom com, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors.  

Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kin-dom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen.



 
 
 
Benediction 

Rev. Alice Tewell  

 
 
 
 



Congregational 
Response 
 
We Are a People 
of Hope 
(wayne/gordon) 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a people of  hope 
Joyfully singing 

Faithfully clinging 
To the promise God made at our birth

We are the children of  God 
Hungry for justice,

Filled with compassion
We are a people of  hope

(x2)



We give thanks to all who participated in today’s 
worship service. 

Pictures are by James Fisher and Alice Tewell.

Ministers: All members of  the community  

Pastor: Rev. Alice Rose Tewell (she/her) 
alicertewell@gmail.com; 202-805-3720

Director of  Music: Taisha Estrada (she/her)
taishaclarendonpresbyterian@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper & Administrator: Beth Trent (she/her) 
clarendonfinance@gmail.com

We strive to be a community that welcomes and 
celebrates all people. If  you have a question or 
suggestion about inclusion or accessibility, we 
encourage you to contact alicertewell@gmail.com.

The Mission of  Clarendon Presbyterian Church:

Following the Spirit’s call to go into the world with 
love, joy, and creativity, we are a community of  faith 
following the way of  Jesus in solidarity with 
marginalized and disenfranchised people doing 
justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. 
We seek companions on the journey from all* walks 
of  life.

*All means all: all races, ages, abilities, genders, orientations, 
classes, questions, and doubts.  

                                                 
 


