
Welcoming those with faith and with doubt
Clarendon Presbyterian Church

Sunday,  May 22, 2022
  Following the Spirit’s call to go into the world with love, joy, and

creativity, we are a community of  faith following the way of  Jesus in
solidarity with marginalized and disenfranchised people doing justice,
loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. We seek companions on

the journey from all* walks of  life.
*All means all: all races, ages, genders, orientations, classes, convictions and

questions.
Prelude and Announcements

Land and Labor Acknowledgment with Gong
Michael Barnett (he/him)

A land acknowledgment names the traditional Native
inhabitants of  the land you are in, in order to offer
recognition and respect; to cultivate a deeper
awareness of  the history that has led to the present
moment; and to create an opportunity for reflection
on our responsibilities as descendants of  that history.
We acknowledge that we live and worship on the
Native lands of  the Piscataway, Nacotchtank, and
Pamunkey peoples, among others, and we pay our
respects to elders past and present, known and
unknown. We also recognize that many inequities of
money and power in the place we know as Arlington
are based on past and present racial injustice,
including the stolen labor of  people of  African
descent.

We Grieve

Call to worship
Michael Barnett (he/him)

God who expresses Themself  in the Sacred Wisdom
of  our bodies,
Who longs for our physical and emotional needs to be met
with kindness:
When the Wicked Ways of  the world overwhelm us,
Guard our spirits from resignation.
When oppression remains the law of  the land,
Fan the flames of  our anger into acts of  solidarity.
Let us gather with each other and with God --
For in us and between us, the Spirit Lives and Moves.

Hymn Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers #407
Taisha Estrada (she/her)

Prayer of Confession and Presence
Rev. Alice Tewell (she/her)

Gracious God, we feel so much:  angry, tired,
disjointed, and disillusioned.    Inspire us with the
gift of  shalom,the gift of  wholeness and the promise
of  your presence. Give us wisdom to seek nonviolence

as an answer to the violence of  our lives and world.
Give us courage to seek wholeness in a fractured and
divided world,to find reconciliation rather than
revenge,to abandon the instruments of  violence and
death and entrust our lives, our homes and our
families to you.  May your presence fill us and others
with the thirst for unity, wholeness, and the desire to
see all people valued as created in your image.
May we and others receive your Shalom
that we might be faithful instruments of  your love.
Amen.

We Remember

Litany of  Remembrance
Alice:  Let us remember all who have been harmed by
violence. We acknowledge the strength of  those who
survived and of  those still struggling to heal.
For their sake and for ours, we commit ourselves
to building each other up and to healing – together.

Michael: Let us remember the families and loved ones of
those who have died from gun violence.
We acknowledge their pain and their deep grief.
They too, are part of  our community,
and need our love and help towards healing.
Let us remember the perpetrators, and the families of
those who commit violence.
We acknowledge that their lives, too, are devastated and
their hopes dashed.
For their sake and for ours, we remember
that pain goes in many directions from each act of
violence.

All: We will stand up to violence.
We stand together expressing our unity,
our connection to each other and to the divine;
our hope for healing and for transformation.
Let the Spirit of  our Creator move through us.
Help us to transform and heal our communities.
And let us begin by transforming ourselves. Amen.

Assurance, Praise and Peace Psalm 46, selections
God is our refuge and our strength,
who from of  old has helped us in our distress. Therefore we
fear nothing –
even if  the earth should open up in front of  us and
mountains plunge into the depths of  the sea, even if  the
earth’s waters rage and foam
and the mountains tumble with its heaving.
God is in its midst, it will never fall –
God will help it at daybreak.
Though nations are in turmoil and empires crumble,
God’s voice resounds, and it melts the earth.
Friends, hear and believe this good news.



Know that God is always with you.
With that goodness, let us share the peace of  Christ with
each other.
The Peace of  Christ be with you. And also with you.

Gloria (nichols)
Taisha Estrada

We are the people who have walked in the
darkness;
we’ve seen a great light, we’ve seen a great
light (x2)
Let the whole world cry  ‘Hallelujah!’ (x3)
Gloria!

Thanks be to God who leads us on paths of
Invitation to Offering Michael Barnett
Member of  the Potawatomi Nation and Scholar, Robin Wall
Kimmerer, writes The trees act not as individuals, but somehow as a
collective. Exactly how they do this, we don’t yet know. But what we see is
the power of  unity. What happens to one happens to us all. We can starve
together or feast together. People of  God, let usbring our offerings
forward, led by the example of  trees, that we might feast
together with all of  creation.

Offertory Taisha Estrada

Prayer of Dedication Michael Barnett
Spirit of  Creation, may our gifts of  money and
wise-action flow unfettered to where they are needed.
May we dance open-heartedly with the ebb and flow
of  giving and receiving, for our thriving is
intertwined. Amen.

We Hope
Scripture Reading

Matthew 5:1-12 Rev.  Alice Tewell

Sermon & Discernment Groups
Grief, Anger & Confronting Silence

Using Shani E. McIlwain’s Book Awkward Silence:
Practical Activities for White Ministry Leaders to
Confront Anti-Racism

Hymn My Song is Love Unknown #209
Taisha Estrada

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Rev. Alice Tewell

Prayers from the Congregation
Unison Prayer
Gracious God,
Inspire us with the gift of  shalom,

the gift of  wholeness and the promise of  your
presence. Give us wisdom to seek nonviolence
as an answer to the violence of  our lives and world.
Give us courage to seek wholeness in a fractured and
divided world,
to find reconciliation rather than revenge,
to abandon the instruments of  violence and death
and entrust our lives, our homes and our families to
you.
May your presence fill us and others with the thirst
for unity, wholeness, and the desire to see all people
valued
as created in your image.
May we and others receive your Shalom
that we might be faithful instruments of  your love.
We grieve with you, Buffalo, NY, Dallas, TX, Laguna
Hills, CA and so many other places, situations,
families, and friend groups.
May God be with you in your grief,
that you may know consolation.
May God be with you in your anger,
that you may receive peace.
May God be with you in your confusion,
that you may be led to truth.
And may God be with you in your fear,
that you may delivered into surpassing love.
Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead
us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

Benediction Rev.  Alice Tewell

Congregational  Response
“We are a People of  Hope” (Wayne/ Gordon)

We are a people of  hope, joyfully singing,
Faithfully clinging to the promise God made at our
birth.
We are the children of  God, hungry for justice,
Filled with compassion, we are a people of  hope.

Postlude
● Thank you for worshiping with us today!
● Masks:  We ask that those who are not leading worship

stay masked throughout the service.  There are
additional masks in the back if  you would like one.
Please also sign the sheet for contract tracing if  it is
needed.

● Liturgy for today is from Enfleshed and Presbyterian
Peace Fellowship


