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Prelude

Taisha Estrada 









Sign up for 
Outdoor Coffee 
and Food 
Fellowship! 



We are taking the 
C.A.T, the Church 
Assessment Tool 
to prepare for our 
redevelopment 
project 



Land and Labor Acknowledgment Michael Barnett (he/him)

Land and Labor Acknowledgment 
 A land acknowledgment names the traditional 
Native inhabitants of  the land you are in, in 
order to offer recognition and respect; to 
cultivate a deeper awareness of  the history that 
has led to the present moment; and to create an 
opportunity for reflection on our 
responsibilities as descendants of  that history. 



Land and Labor Acknowledgment   Michael Barnett (he/him)

We acknowledge that we live and worship on the 
Native lands of  the Piscataway, Nacotchtank, and 
Pamunkey peoples, among others, and we pay our 
respects to elders past and present, known and 
unknown. We also recognize that many inequities of  
money and power in the place we know as Arlington 
are based on past and present racial injustice, 
including the stolen labor of  people of  African 
descent.



We Grieve



The Spirit Calls Us to Worship   
Michael Barnett (he/him)

God who expresses Themself  in the Sacred Wisdom 
of  our bodies,
Who longs for our physical and emotional needs to be 
met with kindness:
When the Wicked Ways of  the world overwhelm us,
Guard our spirits from resignation.
When oppression remains the law of  the land,
Fan the flames of  our anger into acts of  solidarity.
Let us gather with each other and with God --
For in us and between us, the Spirit Lives and Moves.



Hymn  Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers #407 vs 1,2,3 &5

Verse 1:
Spirit divine, attend our 
prayers, 
And make this house your 
home. 
Descend with all your gracious 
powers. 
O come, great Spirit come! 

Verse 2:
Come as the light. 
To us reveal our emptiness 
and woe.
And lead us in those paths of  
life where all the righteous go.



Hymn  Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers #407 vs 1,2,3 &5

Verse 3:
Come as the fire and purge our 
hearts like sacrificial flame.
And let our whole soul 
be an offering be to our 
Redeemers name. 

Verse 5:
Spirit divine, attend our 
prayers. 
Make a lost world your home.
Descend with all your 
gracious powers. 
O come, great Spirit, come! 



Prayer of Confession and Presence     
Rev. Alice Tewell (she/her)

Gracious God, we feel so much:  angry, tired, disjointed, and 
disillusioned.    Inspire us with the gift of  shalom,the gift of  wholeness 
and the promise of  your presence. Give us wisdom to seek nonviolence
as an answer to the violence of  our lives and world.
Give us courage to seek wholeness in a fractured and divided world,to 
find reconciliation rather than revenge,to abandon the instruments of  
violence and death and entrust our lives, our homes and our families to 
you.  May your presence fill us and others with the thirst for unity, 
wholeness, and the desire to see all people valued as created in your 
image.
May we and others receive your Shalom
that we might be faithful instruments of  your love. Amen



We Remember



Litany of Remembrance   
Michael Barnett (he/him) and Rev. Alice Tewell (she/her)

Alice:  Let us remember all who have been harmed by 
violence. We acknowledge the strength of  those who 
survived and of  those still struggling to heal.
For their sake and for ours, we commit ourselves
to building each other up and to healing – together.



Litany of Remembrance   
Michael Barnett (he/him) and Rev. Alice Tewell (she/her)

Michael: Let us remember the families and loved ones of  those who have died 
from gun violence.
We acknowledge their pain and their deep grief.
They too, are part of  our community,
and need our love and help towards healing.
Let us remember the perpetrators, and the families of  those who commit 
violence.
We acknowledge that their lives, too, are devastated and their hopes dashed.
For their sake and for ours, we remember
that pain goes in many directions from each act of  violence.



Litany of Remembrance   
All: We will stand up to violence.
We stand together expressing our unity,
our connection to each other and to the divine;
our hope for healing and for transformation.
Let the Spirit of  our Creator move through us.
Help us to transform and heal our communities. 
And let us begin by transforming ourselves. 
Amen.



Assurance, Praise, and Peace ,  selections from Psalm 46     
Rev. Alice Tewell (she/her)

God is our refuge and our strength,
who from of  old has helped us in our distress. 
Therefore we fear nothing –
even if  the earth should open up in front of  us and mountains plunge into the depths of  the 
sea, even if  the earth’s waters rage and foam
and the mountains tumble with its heaving.
God is in its midst, it will never fall –
God will help it at daybreak.
Though nations are in turmoil and empires crumble,
God’s voice resounds, and it melts the earth.
Friends, hear and believe this good news.
Know that God is always with you.
With that goodness, let us share the peace of  Christ with each other.
The Peace of  Christ be with you.  And also with you.



Gloria (Nichols)
Taisha Estrada 

We are the people who have 
walked in the darkness; 
we’ve seen a great light, 
we’ve seen a great light (x2)
Let the whole world cry  
‘Hallelujah!’ (x3)  Gloria! From the church garden.



Invitation to Offering  
 Michael Barnett

Member of  the Potawatomi Nation and Scholar, 
Robin Wall Kimmerer, writes The trees act not as 
individuals, but somehow as a collective. Exactly how 
they do this, we don’t yet know. But what we see is the 
power of  unity. What happens to one happens to us all. 
We can starve together or feast together. People of  
God, let us bring our offerings forward, led by 
the example of  trees, that we might feast 
together with all of  creation.

Photo by Jenifer Huckabone



Offertory

Taisha Estrada

Photo by Linda Moody



Spirit of  Creation, may our gifts of  
money and wise-action flow 
unfettered to where they are needed. 
May we dance open-heartedly with 
the ebb and flow of  giving and 
receiving, for our thriving is 
intertwined. Amen

Prayer of Dedication
Michael Barnett 



We Hope



First Scripture Reading    Alice Tewell  Matthew 5:1-12 

The Beatitudes
5 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 
mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 And he began to speak and 
taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of  heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will 
be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 
mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 
God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of  God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the 
sake of  righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of  
heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of  evil against you 
falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205:1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23246b


Reflection

Grief, Anger and 
Confronting Silence

Rev. Alice Rose Tewell 

Using Awkward Silence by 
Shani E Mcilwain this week 
and next



Group Reflection
Groups of 3-6 people 
slide 1 of 3
about 5-8 minutes total

Read through these definitions;
Choose 1-2 that you would like to 
discuss with your group now. Is 
there something in this definition 
that is speaking to or agitating your 
spirit?  

Choose about three that you would 
like to talk with someone about 
later.



Group 
Reflection (2 of 3)

Read through these definitions;
Choose 1-2 that you would like to 
discuss with your group now.Is 
there something in this definition 
that is speaking to or agitating your 
spirit?  

Choose about three that you would 
like to talk with someone about 
later.



Group 
Reflection (3 of 3)

Read through these definitions;
Choose 1-2 that you would like to 
discuss with your group now.Is 
there something in this definition 
that is speaking to or agitating 
your spirit?  

Choose about three that you 
would like to talk with someone 
about later.



Sharing our stories  (15 min)

It is now time to share your story.   For those in person, there are also copies of  Shani’s 
story on paper. 

Will you share an early memory of  being aware of  your race? (start with this question; if  
there is time, go to #2, otherwise, we will also talk about #2 next week)

How does your faith impact how you understand the construction of  race, racism, 
and white supremacy?   Might you have a particular story to share?



Reflections for the Road 
We will dive deeper into Shani’s book next week going over the characteristics of  white 
supremacy and what attributes might show up within ourselves, our church, and 
communities.  You are also encouraged to borrow the two copies of  the workbook 
donated by Kristine Schnarr or buy the book or workbook on your own for further 
reflection.
Will you consider:   

● What anti-racist practices and postures is God calling us to right 
now?  

● How are anti-racist practices and postures at the core of  our faith? 



Hymn #209  My Song is Love Unknown 
 Verse 2:
He came from heaven’s throne 
salvation to bestow; 
the world that was his own 
would not its Savior know. 
But O my Friend, 
my friend indeed, 
who at my need his life did 
spend!

Verse 1:
My song is love unknown,
  My Savior’s love to me;
Love to the loveless shown,
  That they might lovely be.
    O who am I,
    That for my sake
    My Lord should take
    Frail flesh, and die?



Hymn #209  My Song is Love Unknown 
 Verse 4:
Unheeding, we will have 
Our dear Lord made a way,
A murdered to save, the prince 
of  life to slay.  
Yet steadfast he to suffering 
goes,
That he his foes from thence 
might free. 

Verse 3:
Sometimes we strew his way,
And his sweet praises sing, 
Resounding all the day hosannas 
to our King.
Then “Crucify!” is all our breath,
And for his death we thirst
 and cry.



Hymn #209  My Song is Love Unknown 
Verse 5:
Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine:
Never was love, dear King, never 
was grief  like thine.
This is my Friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend. 



Prayers of the People   

Prayers from the congregation.  

Please share at the microphone 
(in person), take yourself  off  of  
mute (online), or share in the 
chat (online).



Prayers of the People Unison Prayer   
Gracious God,
Inspire us with the gift of  
shalom,
the gift of  wholeness and the 
promise of  your presence. 
Give us wisdom to seek 
nonviolence
as an answer to the violence of  
our lives and world.



Prayers of the People Unison Prayer   
May your presence fill us and others 
with the thirst for unity, wholeness, 
and the desire to see all people valued
as created in your image.

May we and others receive your 
Shalom
that we might be faithful instruments 
of  your love. 

Give us courage to seek wholeness 
in a fractured and divided world,
to find reconciliation rather than 
revenge,
to abandon the instruments of  
violence and death
and entrust our lives, our homes 
and our families to you.



Prayers of the People Unison Prayer   
We grieve with you, 
Buffalo, NY, 
Dallas, TX, 
Laguna Hills, CA 
and so many other places, 
situations, 
families, 
and friend groups. 

May God be with you in your grief,
that you may know consolation.
May God be with you in your anger,
that you may receive peace.
May God be with you in your confusion,
that you may be led to truth.
And may God be with you in your fear,
that you may delivered into surpassing love.



The Lord’s Prayer
Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen.



Benediction
Rev. Alice Tewell 

Postlude

Taisha Estrada



Congregational Response
We Are a People of Hope (Wayne/Gordon)     
        Taisha Estrada 

We are a people of  hope, 
Joyfully singing, Faithfully clinging 
To the promise God made our birth.
We are the children of  God, hungry for justice,
Filled with compassion, we are a people of  hope.



We give thanks to all who participated in today’s 
worship service. 
*Today’s liturgy is adapted from Enfleshed by Alice Tewell. 
Pictures are by James Fisher of  his garden and Alice 
Tewell of  flowers from John Cochran and Velma 
Tilley as well as John’s 72nd birthday party in Wilson 
Hall on May 7. 

Ministers: All members of  the community  

Pastor:  Rev. Alice Rose Tewell (she/her); 
alicertewell@gmail.com; 202-805-3720
Director of  Music: Taisha Estrada (she/her)
taishaclarendonpresbyterian@gmail.com 
Bookkeeper and Administrator : Beth Trent 
(she/her); clarendonfinance@gmail.com

We strive to be a community that welcomes 
and celebrates all people. If  you have a 
question or suggestion about inclusion or 
accessibility, we encourage you to contact 
alicertewell@gmail.com.

The Mission of  Clarendon Presbyterian 
Church:
Following the Spirit’s call to go into the world 
with love, joy, and creativity, we are a 
community of  faith following the way of 
Jesus in solidarity with marginalized and 
disenfranchised people doing justice, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with God. We 
seek companions on the journey from all* 
walks of  life.
*All means all: all races, ages, abilities, genders, 
orientations, classes, questions, and doubts.

                                                


