
Sunday, August 29, 2021    Season of Pentecost
Travis Reindl, Preaching

Ron Bookbinder Liturgist
Taisha Estrada, Music Leadership

Ahna Olson, Digital Deacons
Rev. Blair Moorhead, prayers

Prelude
Come Sunday

Performed by Taisha Estrada (she/hers)



Thank you for joining us today. Please keep yourself  
on mute including during singing and as we say the 
“all” line when we read responsively.  Please add your 
prayers and greetings in the chat box. 

Especially if  you are new and/or if  we haven’t 
properly welcomed you -- HELLO!! We are so glad 
you are here!  Will you please sign in at our virtual 
guest book? (Link in the chat)

Welcome 

Follow us on social media:  Twitter @ WeeKirk_CPC.  
Facebook: Friends of  Clarendon Presbyterian Church;  
Instagram: clarendon_presbyterianchurch 



Announcements



 

The Spirit Calls Us to Worship 
Led by Ron Bookbinder he/his

We gather in the presence of  a nonbinary God.
Our many dimensions are held by the God of  Multifacets.
The Divine is not the enforcer of  a linear life,
But Love who expands as the Cosmos.
The Spirit delights in all our permutations,
Let us gather in the midst of  God Unfolding.



Land and Labor Acknowledgment led by Ron Bookbinder (he/his) 

Land and Labor Acknowledgment 
A land acknowledgment names the traditional Native inhabitants of  the 
land you are in, in order to offer recognition and respect; to cultivate a 
deeper awareness of  the history that has led to the present moment; and to 
create an opportunity for reflection on our responsibilities as descendants 
of  that history. We acknowledge that we live and worship on the Native 
lands of  the Piscataway, Nacotchtank, and Pamunkey peoples, among 
others, and we pay our respects to elders past and present, known and 
unknown. We also recognize that many inequities of  money and power in 
the place we know as Arlington are based on past and present racial 
injustice, including the stolen labor of  people of  African descent.



Opening Hymn #710 led by Taisha Estrada 

We Lift Our Voices (We Are an Offering)

We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering
Lord use our voices
Lord use our hands
Lord use our lives
They are Yours
We are an offering

All that we have
All that we are
All that we hope to be
We give to You
We give to You

We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering
We are an offering



Prayer of Confession and Presence Led by Travis Reindl

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In 
sovereign love God created the world good and makes 
everyone equally in God’s image, of  every race and people, to 
live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide 
from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate 
the image of  God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet 
entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation.

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In 
everlasting love, the God of  Abraham and Sarah chose a 
covenant people to bless all families of  the earth. Hearing 
their cry, God delivered the children of  Israel from the house 
of  bondage.



Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of  the 
covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing 
child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 
God is faithful still.

Friends, here this good news. God is faithful still. No matter 
what. Believe this, and rest in God’s grace. Amen.

Assurance and Praise   
Led by Travis Reindl



Offering and the Deacons Fund
Led by Kristine Schnarr (she/her)

Thank you for your continued financial support of  Clarendon 
Presbyterian Church.  As a church we are called to be a beacon of  
hope in our community.  Through your stewardship offerings and 
gifts to the Deacons Fund, we can keep that beacon shining and 
continue the vibrant work of  our church through worship, mission, 
study and fellowship. 

You can explore Pastor Alice’s inspiring 2021 Stewardship letter and 
our simple and secure online giving method at this link.  
http://www.clarendonpresbyterian.org/donate-and-stewardship.

If  you have any questions about on-line giving or are interested in 
knowing more about the Deacons Fund, please contact Alice, 
Kristine, or Clark.

 Thank you!

Kristine Schnarr:  
kristineschnarr@gmail.com  
(Deacon)
Clark Chesser: 
Clarkc_99_98@yahoo.com
(Deacon)
Alice Tewell: alicertewell@gmail.com / 
202-805-3720 (Pastor)

http://www.clarendonpresbyterian.org/donate-and-stewardship
mailto:kristineschnarr@gmail.com
mailto:Clarkc_99_98@yahoo.com
mailto:alicertewell@gmail.com


Invitation to Offering  
led by Rev. Blair Moorhead (she/her)

We desire nourishing food, bodily safety, and 
access to resources for all beloveds because we 
know that our flourishing is bound up with one 
another’s. In the spirit of  mutual wellbeing, let 
us bring forth our offerings that our bodies 
might rest in the care we offer one another.



Offertory  

  

In Christ Alone
Taisha Estrada



Doxology
Led by Taisha Estrada

Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Christ, 
all people here below. 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore,
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
Amen.



Prayer of Dedication     
Led by Rev. Blair Moorhead

Spirit of  the Living Christ, we dedicate 
these offerings to the protection and the 
flourishing of  the beloved community. 
Undo any inclination we have to police 
each other and instead equip us for creative 
and sustainable relationship-tending. In 
your compassionate and radical name we 
pray, amen.  



 Scripture Reading: James 1:17-27 Read by Ron Bookbinder

Every generous act of  giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of  lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of  his own purpose he gave us birth by the word 
of  truth, so that we would become a kind of  first fruits of  his creatures.

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; or your anger 
does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of  all sordidness and rank growth of  wickedness, and 
welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.

But be doers of  the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if  any are hearers of  the word and not 
doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, 
immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the law of  liberty, and persevere, 
being not hearers who forget but doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing.

If  any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, 
and to keep oneself  unstained by the world.



 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 Read by Travis Reindl

Now when the Pharisees and some of  the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that 
some of  his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do 
not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of  the elders; and they do not eat anything 
from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of  cups, pots, 
and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, "Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition 
of  the elders, but eat with defiled hands?" He said to them, "Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 
'This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human 
precepts as doctrines.' You abandon the commandment of  God and hold to human tradition."

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, "Listen to me, all of  you, and understand: there is nothing outside a 
person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile."

"For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, 
wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a 
person."



 Meditation
The Fierce Idolatry of Now
 Travis Reindl



Prayers of the People     Led by Rev. Blair Moorhead

We pray for….
- Prayers that John Cochran remains healthy and that John’s cousins, Velma and Stan Tilley, remain safe in the Greek islands.

We lift up prayers for Jeannette's health and healing.
- Clark requests prayers for his friend and Harmonizers collaborator Cindy Hansen Ellis, who is on a ventilator in a medically 

induced paralysis due to Covid and complications.
- Prayers for Jon and Sallye on Jon's surgery last week.
- Prayers for happiness and academic success for Ron & James’ nephew Andrew and his longtime girlfriend Yasmin as they begin 

the next phase of  their lives in Philadelphia.
- Beth thanks you all for your prayers during her family emergency.  Please continue to pray for Beth as she transitions to a new 

home, and that her family member will continue to seek the help that she needs.
- Ron & James ask for prayers for healing and comfort for Liang Shangen, Jerry, Gail, Tristan, Ingrid, Tammy, Angie, Shirley, 

and Shawn who all face health challenges and prayers of  support for their loved ones and caregivers.
- We pray for those affected by fires in the Western US and climate-change instigated disasters in our country, in Europe, China, 

and in the world. We ask for the strength to fight for climate justice for all.
- Prayers for the peoples of  Haiti, Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Belarus, and Hong Kong, who are suffering and 

struggling.
- Many of  us pray in action for the residents at the Serrano on Columbia Pike as a depth of  health and safety issues continue. 



The Lord’s Prayer
Led by Rev. Blair Moorhead

Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen.



Sending Hymn 
Led by Taisha Estrada

Hymn #749 Come! Live in the Light!

Come, live in the light
Shine with the joy and the love of  the Lord
We are called to be light for the kingdom
To live in the freedom of  the city of  God

Refrain
We are called to act with justice
We are called to love tenderly
We are called to serve one another
To walk humbly with God

Come, open your heart
Show your mercy to all those in fear
We are called to be hope for the hopeless
So all hatred and blindness will be no more
Refrain

Sing, sing a new song
Sing of  that great day when all will be one
God will reign and we'll walk with each other
As sisters and brothers united in love (united in love)
Refrain



Benediction
Travis Reindl

 
Postlude

Taisha Estrada

 



We give thanks to all who participated in today’s 
worship service. 
The images today are by James Fisher, Ron 
Bookbinder, and Linda Moody. The Call to Worship, 
Call for the Offering, and the Prayer of  Dedication, 
and the Invitation to Communion are adapted from 
the liturgical resource, Enfleshed by Alice Tewell.

Ministers: All members of  the community 
Director of  Christian Mission : 
Rev. Blair Moorhead; clarendonmission@gmail.com  
Pastor (Stated Supply) :  Rev. Alice Rose Tewell; 
alicertewell@gmail.com 202-805-3720
Bookkeeper : Beth Trent; 
clarendonfinance@gmail.com

We strive to be a community that welcomes 
and celebrates all people. If  you have a 
question or suggestion about inclusion or 
accessibility, we encourage you to contact 
alicertewell@gmail.com.

The Mission of  Clarendon Presbyterian 
Church:
Following the Spirit’s call to go into the world 
with love, joy, and creativity, we are a 
community of  faith following the way of 
Jesus in solidarity with marginalized and 
disenfranchised people doing justice, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with God. We 
seek companions on the journey from all* 
walks of  life.
*All means all: all races, ages, abilities, genders, 
orientations, classes, questions, and doubts.

                                                


