
Clarendon Presbyterian Church
Ascension Sunday 
🔹  May 24, 2020, beginning @ 10:18 am  🔹 

Prelude. Chimes. 
                                                             Ms. Brooklyn Anderson,
                                                             Music Director



Welcome and Digital Announcements
(Travis Reindl, Digital Deacon)

Thank you for joining us today for worship, and thanks especially to our 
digital deacons our worship leaders! We are looking for more digital 
deacons to help run slides on Sunday and keep us updated on Social Media. 
Email/ Text Pastor Alice if you are interested in helping. Thank you! 

Please keep yourself on mute including during singing and as we say the 
“all” line when we read responsively.  “All” is in bold on the slides.

Please add your prayers and greetings in the chat box. You can have your 
video on or off, though “on” is best so we can see you!

For photos from the Clarendon Community, you are invited to join us on 
Facebook: “Friends of Clarendon Presbyterian Church” or on Instagram: 
“clarendon_presbyterianchurch” or Alice’s YouTube channel: Alice Tewell.  



Happenings  (Please see e-blast for Zoom info.)

                                                

Led by Ron Bookbinder and James Fisher 
○ Wednesday, May 27

■ Storytime for Children and for Those Young at Heart 
with Pastor Alice, 11:00-11:30 am 

○ Wednesday, May 27 
■ Centering Prayer with Pastor Alice, 12:00-12:30 pm    

 

○ Friday, May 29
■ Gentle Flow Yoga with Pastor Alice from 8:30-9:00 am 

You can participate in a chair, standing or seated.
○ Sunday, May 31

■ Anti-Racism Intersectional Book Group; 2-3 pm; 
■ White Fragility book by Robin DiAngelo; discussion led 

by Toni Bissessar



Deacons Fund  (Deacons Kristine Schnarr and Clark Chesser) 
Thank you for your contributions to the Deacons 
fund of Clarendon Presbyterian Church.  The 
Deacons Fund is able to provide limited food and 
cash assistance to those experiencing financial 
hardship who are connected to the CPC community 
in some way. 

If you are interested in this fund, please contact our 
Deacons or Pastor Alice:
Kristine Schnarr:  kristineschnarr@gmail.com  
Clark Chesser: Clarkc_99_98@yahoo.com 
Alice Tewell: alicertewell@gmail.com ; 
202-805-3720

mailto:kristineschnarr@gmail.com
mailto:Clarkc_99_98@yahoo.com
mailto:alicertewell@gmail.com


Bridges Family Shelter and RPC Shelter Drives
 (Lisa Boehley and Linda Moody) 



For Mission and Service 
to the Church: (Alice Tewell)

● Participate in the drives to support Bridges 
Family Shelter and RPC Shelter.

● Make Anti-Boredom Kits for Bridges Family 
Shelter.

● Donate to the Deacons fund

● Donate to the Little Library-Little Pantry 

● Serve as a digital Deacon providing tech 
support

● Volunteer as a writer, liturgist, or soloist for 
Sunday worship.  Let Alice know.

                                                



The Spirit Calls Us to Worship
Led by Mike Bagwell ;   Please read responsively.   
From Psalm 46 and 131 by Ruth Duck in Flames of the Spirit.

God calls us in the midst of our lives:

“Pause a while, and know that I am God.”

God calls us from our lofty ambitions with marvels and matters 
beyond our scope:

“Let it be, and learn I am God.”

God is our shelter, our strength, and our ever ready help in 
trouble.

People of God, hope in God. Let us worship God together today.

.



Hymn #664  Morning Has Broken 



Prayer of Confession and Presence 
Led by Kristine Schnarr
Creator God, we come to you with prayers to still our 
hearts, quiet our minds, and help us find wholeness in 
you. We come to you speaking our prayers out loud in 
the spaces of our homes believing that you hear our 
prayers both spoken and unspoken.  We ask forgiveness 
where we have been impatient with one another and 
with ourselves. We ask forgiveness where we have 
ignored the cries of our neighbors. We ask forgiveness 
too where we have been resistant to the changes that 
are needed from us at this time. 
We pray for your peace to enter our minds, bodies, and 
souls.                                                    (Time for silent prayer)
 



A time of silence

Friends, hear and believe the good news: 
God's promise is from everlasting to 
everlasting;
From ancient times to of our youth, to the 
days of corona and to all of our days beyond. 

Know that you are loved and 
know that you are forgiven.

Be at peace.  

Amen.



Gloria
Ms. Brooklyn Anderson, Music Director
When singing, please be on mute. 
Brooklyn will sing to guide the piece.

We are the people who have walked 
in the darkness; 

we’ve seen a great light, we’ve seen a 
great light (x2)

Let the whole world cry ‘Hallelujah!’ 
(x3) 

Gloria! 



Passing the Peace of Christ
Led by Mike Bagwell

The Spirit of God is upon us.
God has anointed us to bear good news to the afflicted,
To bind up the broken hearted
To proclaim freedom to the captives
To open the prisons of those who are bound.
Greet each other with the peace of Christ. This peace 
that seeks to restore broken relationships, that seeks to 
welcome in alienated persons, and that seeks justice 
overturning oppressive structures.  
May the peace of Christ be yours today.
May the peace of Christ be yours as well. 
Let us share the peace of Christ in the chat box!  
(Peace modified  from Ruth Duck in Bread for the Journey)



Prayer Requests  
Ron requests prayers of freedom, safety and 
courage for journalists everywhere, especially in 
Turkey, Egypt, Russia, Hungary, China, Hong 
Kong, India, Cambodia, Mexico, and Venezuela.

Ron and James ask for prayers of thanksgiving for 
the heroic, loving and patient care of Tanya 
Roberts and Tammy Rankin, the two caregivers 
to Ron’s Mom, Janet Chandler, who has 
dementia.

Ron asks for prayers of healing and comfort for 
his elderly friend Bill Morgan who is recovering 
from emergency foot surgery.

Ron and James ask for God’s protection, 
guidance, love, and peace for Ron’s 
younger brother, Jack Bookbinder, and our 
sister in law, Tatsiana Bookbinder, who 
face major work and health challenges.



Prayers of the People   Rev. Alice Rose Tewell 

God of all creation and all time and space, sometimes 
it feels like we are standing alone in this time in 
history.  

Attune us, God, to the pains of the world that you are 
calling us to hear. 
Attune us, God, to where we might share the pains of 
our own hearts so that we may be present to one 
another.
 Attune us to where we may engage in deep listening. 
Lord, hear our prayers.   

(Please lift up prayers in chat box.)



Together, we pray for children, for 
students, and teachers...

(Please lift up prayers in chat box.)

Lord, hear our prayers.   



Together, we pray for front line 
workers … 

(Please lift up prayers in chat box.)

Lord, hear our prayers.   



Together, we pray for those 
who are older, living with 
compromised immune systems,  
and who are confined and 
quarantined to their homes… 

We pray for those whose hearts 
are heavy with grief...

(Please lift up prayers in chat box.)

Lord, hear our prayers.   



Together, we pray 
for your world…

For our local 
communities…

For places around 
the world in 
need... 

(Please lift up prayers 
in chat box.)

Lord, hear our 
prayers.   



The Lord’s Prayer
We give thanks for the abundance of spring and the 
gift of birds, for laughter when it comes, for family 
and friends, for your community, the church. 
Together, we share in the prayer you have given us:  
Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen.



A Time of Offering
Led by Clark Chesser

We are so grateful for the generosity of the 
Clarendon community, especially as many have been 
affected financially by Covid-19. Your stewardship 
offering today goes to support the worship, 
fellowship, and mission life of the church, including 
now as we gather and worship virtually. As you are 
able, we ask that you give online toward your regular 
stewardship pledge and toward the Deacons Fund, 
for which we have many requests. 
Thank you so much. Information is on the donate 
tab of our website: 
http://www.clarendonpresbyterian.org/donate 

http://www.clarendonpresbyterian.org/donate


Offertory:

Ms. Brooklyn
Anderson 



Doxology           
Ms. Brooklyn Anderson, Music Director
                                                                 

When singing, please be on mute. 
Brooklyn will sing to guide the piece.

Praise God, from whom all 
blessings flow, 
Praise Christ, all people here 
below,
Praise Holy Spirit evermore, 
Praise Triune God, whom we 
adore. Amen.



Prayer of Dedication 
Led by Linda Moody. 

Loving God, we thank you for 
these gifts of our financial 
giving, the gifts of the work of 
our bodies, and the gifts of our 
prayers. We pray that you 
would use these gifts known 
and unknown to bring justice 
and mercy to all.  Amen. 



The Ascension of Jesus:  Acts 1:7-11  led by Mike Bagwell

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?"

He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight.

While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 
by them.

They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."



Time with Children 
and Children at Heart

Weird things of Faith

Led by Pastor Alice 



Hebrew Bible Reading, Deuteronomy 10:12-17
So now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you? 

Only to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul,  and to keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God and his decrees that I am commanding you today, for your own well-being. 

Although heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to the Lord your God, the earth with all 
that is in it,  yet the Lord set his heart in love on your ancestors alone and chose you, their 
descendants after them, out of all the peoples, as it is today.  Circumcise, then, the foreskin of 
your heart, and do not be stubborn any longer.  For the Lord your God is God of gods and 
Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe,

who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, 
providing them food and clothing.



Hebrew Bible Reading, Deuteronomy 10:18-22
You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in 
the land of Egypt. 

You shall fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall 
worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name you 
shall swear. 

 He is your praise; he is your God, who has done for you 
these great and awesome things that your own eyes have 
seen.

 Your ancestors went down to Egypt seventy persons; and 
now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as 
the stars in heaven.



Reflection     

10:18

    Rev. Alice  Rose Tewell

 

   
 

God executes justice for the 
orphan and the widow, 
and loves the strangers, 

providing them food and 
clothing. 

-Deuteronomy 10:18



Hymn #749  We Are Called 
Come! live in the light!
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
to live in the freedom of the city of God!

Refrain: 
We are called to act with justice.
We are called to love tenderly.
We are called to serve one another, 
To walk humbly with God.

Come! Open your heart!
Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless,
so all hatred and blindness will be no more!

Refrain

Sing! Sing a new song!
Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign and we'll walk with each 
other as sisters and brothers united in love! 

Refrain



Benediction
Rev. Alice Rose Tewell 

We are a people of hope, joyfully singing, 
Faithfully clinging to the promise God made at our birth.
We are the children of God, hungry for justice, 
Filled with compassion, we are a people of hope.

Congregational Response
Nichols/Chadburn
Brooklyn will sing to guide the piece. 



Postlude   
Ms. Brooklyn Anderson, Music Director
                                                                                                  

The liturgy and images are by Clark Chesser, James Fisher, Mike 
Holloway, Travis Reindl, Kristine Schnarr, Alice Tewell and Beth 
Trent.

Ministers: All members of the community
Director of Music: Brooklyn Anderson 
Director of Christian Mission: Rev. Blair Moorhead; 
clarendonmission@gmail.com  (On leave until July)
Pastor (Stated Supply):  Rev. Alice Rose Tewell; alicertewell@gmail.com 
202-805-3720
Church Administrator: Beth Trent; clarendonpresbyinfo@gmail.com 

                                                

mailto:clarendonmission@gmail.com
mailto:alicertewell@gmail.com
mailto:clarendonpresbyinfo@gmail.com


We strive to be a community that welcomes and celebrates all people. 
If you have a question or suggestion about inclusion or accessibility, 
we encourage you to contact clarendonpresbyinfo@gmail.com. 

The Mission of Clarendon Presbyterian Church:
Following the Spirit’s call to go into the world with love, joy, and 
creativity, we are a community of faith following the way of Jesus in 
solidarity with marginalized and disenfranchised people doing justice, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. We seek companions on 
the journey from all* walks of life.
*All means all: all races, ages, abilities, genders, orientations, 
classes, questions, and doubts.

                                                

mailto:clarendonpresbyinfo@gmail.com



