
Welcoming those with faith and with doubt
Clarendon Presbyterian Church

Sunday, April 2, 2023 | Palm Sunday and Beginning of Holy Week
  Following the Spirit’s call to go into the world with love, joy, and creativity, we are a community of faith following the way of Jesus in

solidarity with marginalized and disenfranchised people doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. We seek companions
on the journey from all* walks of life.

*All means all: all races, ages, genders, orientations, classes, convictions and questions.

Welcome and Preparing for Worship

● Whether you are visiting for the first time, or are a
longtime member, we are so glad you are with us today.

● Children are always welcome in worship. There are
some children’s activities in the back. Children may
leave during the sermon if they like for Sunday School
in the purple parlor. If the weather is favorable, Sunday
School may include play on the playground.

● We invite you to stay for fellowship after this service
with coffee and some breakfast items.

● During the first hymn, you are invited to join a
Palm Sunday Processional around the sanctuary.

● Egg Hunt at 11:30 am in the playground. Did you
arrive before 10 am today? Help hide eggs outside!

● Join us for Holy Week. Maundy Thursday soup
and bread dinner; 7 pm; Worship Service with
Communion at 8 pm; Good Friday Worship
Service Noon in the sanctuary, guided stations
inside and outside; Online self-guided reflection

● Easter Sunday 10 am with light breakfast
fellowship following worship

● We would love to connect with you during the week.
Email Pastor Alice at clarendonpastor@gmail.com to
meet with her or one of our Deacons, Ron or Kristine.
Do you get our weekly newsletter, the e-blast?
Please contact Pastor Alice to be added.

● In the service, bold print indicates that all who are
able and desire, speak and pray together. We stay
mostly seated during the worship service. You are
welcome to get up if you prefer.

● Our liturgy is projected on the screens as well as on the
printed bulletin. Our liturgy is mostly from Enfleshed.
Some people use the hymnals on the backs of your
chairs and some people use the slides to sing.

● Masks: Arlington County is in the green (low)
zone for COVID community spread. Masks are
optional.

● An all-gender, single stall bathroom is outside
the sanctuary. Other all gender bathrooms are
throughout the church

Order of Worship

Welcome, Prelude, and Announcements Taisha Estrada (she/her)
#199 Filled with Excitement, Mantos y Palmas

Land and Labor Acknowledgment with GONG Rachel Burgett (she/her)
A land acknowledgment names the traditional Native inhabitants of the land you are in, in order to offer
recognition and respect; to cultivate a deeper awareness of the history that has led to the present moment; and to
create an opportunity for reflection on our responsibilities as descendants of that history. We acknowledge that we
live and worship on the Native lands of the Piscataway, Nacotchtank, and Pamunkey peoples, among others, and
we pay our respects to elders past and present, known and unknown. We also recognize that many inequities of
money and power in the place we know as Arlington are based on past and present racial injustice, including the
stolen labor of people of African descent.

Call to worship Rachel Burgett
Blessed be the Non-Conforming One.
God, who took on flesh
Of the economically oppressed,
Of an immigrant,
of an infant.
Whose family and birth was anything but traditional.
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This Holy One who we remember this Holy Week won’t be hindered by social norms.
She defies our expectations.
She challenges our preconceptions.
She awakens us to new possibilities.
Praise be to God!
Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!

Palm Sunday Processional and Hymn #196 All Glory Laud and Honor

Prayer of Confession and Presence Rev. Alice Rose Tewell (she/her)
God With Us, most of us are tangled in webs of oppression—we are constrained by systems. We are both
enactors and victims of harm. We wish it weren't so! We wish the paths towards repair and wellbeing
weren’t so fraught! Guide us and teach us with your wisdom, ancient and ever new. Accompany us in our
heartfelt grief. Dance with us towards gritty hope. Amen.

Assurance, Praise and Peace
Know that you are forgiven and abundantly loved by God. May the peace of Christ that passes all understanding be with you.
And also with you.

Invitation to the Offering Rachel Burgett
Jesus’ teachings are demanding. But they do not ask us to exploit ourselves, they do not ask us to
manufacture nor glorify our own suffering—see, life is hard enough as it is. Jesus’ teachings
compel us to engage in the complicated and profound work compassion asks of us. We gather our
offerings this day, in this radical tradition of solidarity. You are invited to give through our secure
website, through the QR code to the right, or through the offering plate. Thank you for your
generous gifts.

Offertory #597 Holy, Most Holy Lord Taisha Estrada

Prayer of Dedication Rachel Burgett
May our gifts and offerings be acts of living prayer, Oh God—efforts towards the compassionate communities of
which we dream. Where no person, creature, or landscape is exploited. Where all beings everywhere are happy and
free.

Gloria (Nichols)
We are the people who have walked in the darkness;
we’ve seen a great light,
we’ve seen a great light (x2)
Let the whole world cry ‘Hallelujah!’ (x3) Gloria!

Hymn #198 Ride On! Ride on, in Majesty! Taisha Estrada

Time with Children Palm Crosses

Scripture Reading Matthew 21:1-11

Sermon A Brave Gospel Rev. Alice Rose Tewell



A��irmation of Faith Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of
death-- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Hymn #209 My Song is Love Unknown Taisha Estrada

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Creating God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kin-dom com, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kin-dom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen

Benediction Rev. Alice Rose Tewell

Congregational Response
“We are a People of Hope” (Wayne/ Gordon)

How to Make a Palm Cross Directions


