
   

Luke 19: Seeking Prayer & Weeping Prayer    

Monday: Read Luke 19 in its entirety
Imagine a financially crooked man in a $3,000 Armani suit with Louis Vuitton shoes 
sitting in an Sycamore tree.  What a strange sight!  

Zacchaeus was a hated tax collector who made a lot of money off of his Jewish 
countrymen with the equally detested occupying Roman government backing him.  
He was an unlikely seeker who sought the Lord in an unlikely way.  

Zacchaeus teaches us to do something different, even something that doesn’t make sense to 
others in order to seek the Lord.  Christ takes note of such a seeker and will show 
Himself to such a one.  Seeking prayer is accompanied by actions that break from 
normal routine and “normal” behavior. 

Zaachaeus also reminds us that “those who have been forgiven much, love much.” Praise, 
adoration and gratitude are natural responses to those who have experienced 
salvation and the miracle of God working in their lives.  In the middle of Luke 
nineteen, we find Jesus coming into Jerusalem. A larger crowd of disciples are 
“rejoicing and praising God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they have seen (vs. 
37).  The praising disciples remind and inspire us to love the Lord with in our prayer 
life.  Praise opens the way from Him to show us His salvation (Psalm 50:23).  

Chapter nineteen ends with a striking silhouette of our Savior perched above the city 
weeping.  Five days before His death, he sees judgment coming upon Jerusalem for 
rejecting him.  Weeping prayer is nearly unknown to modern Christians. Yet it is 
weeping prayer, like Hannah, who gives birth to new life and impossible answers in 
prayer.  Jesus was heartsick over the former glory of Jerusalem and her impending 
judgement.  People who have tears feel things deeply and so, pray deeply. These 
come into a position to do something that will turn a situation around. 



		
Seeking	Prayer	Starts	With	God	Seeking	Us	
Tuesday: Read Luke 19:1-11, Ezekiel 37:11-13
He was a Jewish man hated by his people.  The fact that he was under employment 
and backed by the occupying Romans to exact taxes from the Jews made him all the 
more detestable. Tax collectors were notoriously crooked businessmen. They added 
their own exorbitant fees to the tax bill to line their own pockets.  Zacchaeus was the 
last man one would think to leave his lucrative lifestyle and apologize to those whom 
he had offended with an offer of a four-fold restitution—yet he did!   Men like 
Zacchaeus had no reason to quit living easy off of other’s hard work—yet he did!  This is 
nothing less than a miracle that came from God himself. 

“Grace is a provision for men who are so fallen they can not pick up the axe of justice; so 
corrupt they cannot change their own natures. So adverse to God they cannot turn to Him. So 
blind, they cannot see Him; so deaf they cannot hear Him, so dead that He Himself must open 
their graves and lift them to resurrection.” — G.S. Bishop

At the end of the story, Jesus said: “For the son of Man came to seek and save the lost 
(vs10).  What an interesting thing to say!  The story begins, it would seem, with a lost 
man seeking Christ. The reality is:  God had been doing a work in his heart that led 
him to turn and seek God.  God sought him first!  In fact, Jesus called him by name!

“And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make 
haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” ” (Luke 19:5–6, NKJV)

If we would have a hunger and thirst for Christ, be sure of this: God has put it there. If 
God has put it there, we should do our part as this man did— to seek the Lord. 

“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13)

Seeking	Prayer	Does	Something	Different—Even	Foolish!	
Wednesday: Read Luke 19:1-11, Hosea 10:12
Zacchaeus is a great riches to rags to riches story. He despised his earthly money for a 
greater treasure in Christ. Though he gave away so much money, he became 
spiritually rich as a genuinely saved man.   God had done something in this Fat Cat’s 
heart.  He had emptied him like He did the prodigal son. No wonder Zacchaeus did 
something out of the ordinary like climb a tree.  And why did he embarrass himself 
so?  Because he was spiritually starving.

“He sought to see…”  

Notice what he did: He broke off his normal routine, even his business, to seek Christ. 

Have you ever broke out of your normal lunch routine at work to visit a local park 
alone with your Bible to seek him?  Have you ever fasted? What about changing the 



time you get up in the morning?  All of these are examples of breaking off from your 
normal routine and doing something different to seek Christ afresh.  

It seemed absurd to those who saw a grown man, a wealthy man, a dignified man-- 
climb a tree.  Luke may be presenting Zacchaeus’s actions on the previous chapter 
where Jesus said: 

“Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by 
no means enter it.”” (Luke 18:17, NKJV)  

Certainly climbing a tree is for children.  The people may have laughed at the grown 
man in the tree but at the end of the day—the one who made himself a fool for Christ 
wasn’t such a fool after all.  He found salvation in the Lord!

“Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool 
that he may become wise.” (1 Corinthians 3:18, NKJV)

It seems ludicrous to go without eating to seek God. Unbelievers will mock it—but 
God will bless the one practices it.  It doesn’t make sense to give less time to all of the 
things you need to do to seek God.  Think of your tithes and offerings—you will always 
have more with less than if you held back to have more.  

Think of how non-sensical it is to be a farmer.   To put that spade in the hard soil is an 
act of faith. The dirt, on the surface, looks so unpromising. But the laws of nature have 
taught him that he can expect a harvest if he’ll do his part. God promises us the same. 
It has been said that revival is really no miracle at all. It is the spiritual farmer doing 
his work and God doing the rest.  If we will do our part of seeking the Lord, can 
absolutely expect a harvest of righteousness. 

“Sow for yourselves righteousness; Reap in mercy; Break up your fallow ground, For it is time to seek 
the Lord, Till He comes and rains righteousness on you.” (Hosea 10:12, NKJV)

Prayer	With	Praise	
Thursday: Read Luke 19:28-40, Psalm 100
When Jesus came riding into Jerusalem, there was gladness in the air.  The whole 
crowd began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they 
had seen.   How many church melodies have been written with the words “Hosanna!” 
and “Blessed is the Lord!” in the song.   Science has proven what music lovers already 
know, that listening to upbeat music can improve your mood.  Science stumbled on 
something the Bible had right a long time ago:  Music, joy, gratitude and gladness all 
contribute to a happier person and a truly happy person will have a new song in his 
heart!



“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence 
with singing!” (Psalm 100:1–2, ESV)

There were many singing and praising in the crowd that day for “All of the mighty 
works they had seen.”  Praise gives to God what he deserves. One wonders if Zacchaeus 
was in the crowd with so many others who had personally experienced the mighty 
works of God to change their lives.

Many of us know the story of Ebenezer Scrooge in the “Christmas Carol”.   Like 
Ebenezer Scrooge, when he finally saw himself the way others had seen him, and 
when he saw his own dark future etched on the gravestone with his name upon it.—
He became a broken man. After his conversion the man known as Scrooge became the 
most generous man in town. The Bible says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble” The rest of Scrooge’s life was one of gratitude, generosity, cheer and praise.

A person who has been forgiven much will naturally have much love to give. No 
wonder Zacchaeus was so happy to give back, four-fold, what he had extorted from 
others.  Beyond that,  he gave half of everything he owned to the poor!   He had been 
forgiven much—so he loved much (Luke 7:47).  He became, no doubt, a man of 
irrepressible praise. 

“He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”” (Luke 19:40)

Weeping	Prayer	
Friday: Read Luke 19:41-44, 1 Samuel 1
Jesus wept over the city. Here is a picture of prayer that few modern Christians are 
familiar with—weeping prayer.  Someone once said, “Laugh and the world will laugh with 
you. Weep, and you weep alone.”  The church of today seeks the Christian comedian for 
events. What the church really needs are weeping prophets, weeping pastors and 
weeping intercessors.  Jesus said, “Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and 
weep.” (Luke 6:25, ESV) 

“In the church of the Apostles it says “they were all amazed.” 
And now, in our church everybody wants to be amused.

The church began in the upper room with a bunch of men agonizing; 
It is ending in the supper room with a bunch of people organizing.”

—Leonard Ravenhill

Statistics tell us that the average woman cries five times a month and a man cries once 
a month.  The Bible tells us that David was a man of tears:  



“I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch with my 
weeping.” (Psalm 6:6, ESV)

David was no sissy and he wasn’t alone in tears. Nehemiah knew weeping prayer when heard 
that Jerusalem’s walls were burned and broken down. It is no wonder that God employed 
this man to rebuild them.  Paul may have paralleled David as a man of tears: He wept for the 
lost of his brethren (Romans 9:2).  He wept because so many lived as enemies of the cross of 
Christ (Philippians 3:18).  He warned the early church, with tears, that wolves would come 
from within to threaten them.  Listen to this man of weeping intercession:

“For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 
Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after themselves.” (Acts 20:29–30, NKJV)

People who have tears feel things deeply.   Hannah felt the barrenness of her womb. She was 
provoked by her enemy. (Doesn’t the devil provoke us with his “upper hand” in a situation?)  
Hannah wept in bitterness of soul. She fasted. She didn’t have an appetite or desire for 
pleasure. She was grieved before the Lord until she had a breakthrough. A mighty prophet 
was birthed from her barren womb.  Mighty is the fruit of weeping prayer.  Jesus wept for 
Lazarus and his sisters who grieved his passing. After his weeping, He brought forth Lazarus 
from the tomb.  It was his weeping prayer in Gethsemane and His obedience to the cross that 
brought us from the tomb!  

Weeping	Prayer	
Saturday: Read Luke 19:41-44, Ezekiel 22:1-13

What was it that broke Jesus’ when he wept over Jerusalem? Because he saw what 
could have been. He saw the potential for peace unrealized. Had Jerusalem embraced 
their Messiah, they would have known a peace that passes understanding.  John 
Greenleaf Whittier wrote:  

“The saddest words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these, ‘It might have been!’”

He must have seen Jerusalem’s great history.  From David’s founding of it to the 
present and every godly soul who lived and served there in between. He saw what 
Ezekiel predicted and was fulfilled so many years before: The Babylonians burning the 
city and carrying the Jews into exile. He saw its rebuilding under Ezra and Nehemiah 
as they looked to the future for Messiah to come.  

He saw its present:  For the moment they were praising him in the streets with palm 
branches, but with a few days, they would be calling for his crucifixion.  This present 
time was the time of His coming, yet they would not receive him.  



“He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 
He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” (John 1:10–11, NKJV)

He saw its future. Jerusalem would come down and with it all of her children. He saw 
fire and annihilation with every stone torn to the ground.  His words couldn’t be more 
alarming:  

“For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, 
surround you and close you in on every side, and level you, and your children within 
you…” (Luke 19:43–44)  

Thirty-seven years later, the Roman legions would slowly squeeze the life out of the 
Jewish stronghold. When they broke through the walls, they slaughtered thousands, 
including children. The temple’s sacred relics were taken to Rome where they were 
displayed in victory.  The Jews would be dispersed among all the nations for nearly 
two thousand years. 

He saw it spiritually. As he looked down, He saw more than roof tops and streets. 
Within those little boxes and among those cut roads was a torrent of sin, much hidden 
but much not.  If Jesus saw Jerusalem before the fire of the Romans, Ezekiel saw 
Jerusalem before the fire of the Babylonians. Both saw wickedness, extortion, idolatry, 
neglect of children, orphan and widow. He saw parents made fun of, elders scorned, 
holy things ridiculed, the Sabbath unattended to, incest, perversion and indescribable 
acts. How could God see and not act?  

Act He did!  

It was into that city Jesus would come and die for all of the sins of mankind.  “Behold! 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” John 1:29 


