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ESTABLISHED 1967

One of the most important times of the year at Niños comes when we can recognize the 
achievements of our young people as they finish one year of school and prepare to begin the next. 

On July 4th, we celebrated our graduates. It was a great year with six graduating from high school, 
eight from junior high, 12 from primary, and one from Kinder. We are proud of each one of these 
kids and their advancement! Four of our students were honored at the celebration for having the 
highest GPA among all of the Niños students.

praising god for our recent graduates

In mid-
August, 
we 
received 
a new 
child into 
Casa de 
Niños. He 

comes to us from Oaxaca and 
is Emilio’s brother. He is in 7th 
grade and seems to really like 
school. Please keep him in your 
prayers as he adapts to his new 
home and a new routine. 

NEW CHILD AT 
CASA DE NIñOS

In late May, we 
welcomed a 
family of five 
kids. They are 
brothers, sisters, 
and cousins. 
Their situation 
was very serious, 

as the abuse that they suffered was severe. Their scars are such that they require 
special creams to help them heal. There may be other surgeries required in the future.

The kids have now entered school and are doing great. They love the things that 
they are learning every day. The boys are at the Emanuel home and the girls are a 
part of the Bethel family.

Please keep them in your prayers as they heal from their external and internal scars! 
May our God give them the peace that they need every day. May He help us to know 
how to help them become the young people that He wants them to become!

Also pray for other children that are in need of a safe home where they can grow 
and develop. We are in conversations about several kids. 

welcoming a family of five!

On June 6, 2018, we hosted an event on our campus with the governor of the 
State of Mexico. He signed a bill into law for the state of Mexico that will help 
speed up the process of placing children with families in adoption and will 
also speed up the time that decisions are made to place children in our care.

Niños was selected to host the event because of our pattern of helping 
children in family units. We feel very privileged to have received this “nod” 
from the government concerning how we care for the children that God has 
placed in our homes.

Continue to pray with us for God's direction and wisdom as we welcome in 
kids and attempt to raise them to love the Lord and to be productive citizens 
here in Mexico!

praising god for this opportunity



for our children to grow spiritually

This summer, most of our children were able to participate in a week of Christian summer camp.

It was a great opportunity for each one to learn more about Jesus and the Word of God. It 
was also a fun time where they could make new friendships with other children throughout 
Central Mexico.

Two of our young ladies were able to participate in a music camp where they were 
encouraged to use their musical abilities for the Kingdom.

Four of our older kids participated in a camp that encouraged them to consider  
Christian leadership!

The children boarded a bus for a trip of over three hours! At camp they were put into teams 
where they could work together – memorizing the Bible, learning more about what Jesus 
wants from them as they grow, doing chores around the camp, etc.

One of our young people, Juan Gallegos, participated in the worship band that prepared 
the kids’ hearts to hear a special message from the Lord each evening. He was there 
representing the Christian college that he is attending.

Thank you for helping us raise our children to know the Lord. With the funds you give, 
they are able to attend special events like camp where they are challenged and where they 
continue to grow in the Lord! 

In His Service, 

Steve Ross 
Director

through vacation bible schools 
Wow, what a year this has been for Vacation Bible School in our churches! About1,000 kids were impacted this summer!

Praising God for opportunities... Excited for God's work...

Valle de Esperanza
The Bethel house parents and half of the Bethel girls led 
a VBS in the church in Atizapan, Mexico State,  as well as 
at the village of La Mesa, near Toluca. In Atizapan they 
had over 85 kids attending this week. Most of them are 
from the community. They had 80 kids in La Mesa.

Bethel’s assistant houseparents, along with the other 
half of the Bethel girls and the Emanuel home, led a VBS 
in a town near Texcoco – Boyeros, where over 200 kids 
were registered and around 170 attended on one day. 
There is a dream of opening a new work in this village. 
This same group also worked in a village in the state of 
Queretaro to share the Good News through VBS with 
approximately 45 kids in attendance.

Expansion Cristiana - Texcoco
Some of the older boys from the Esperanza house assisted 
as team leaders.  They have had over 100 kids from the 
community attend. It was a fun and exciting VBS! Their 
closing program included many of the parents of the 
children from the community. It was a wonderful outreach 
that we pray will bring great fruit in the future – not only in 
the lives of the children, but also in the lives of their parents. 
Several families have begun attending the church since VBS!

Mision San Vicente
Luis Escutia and his family led a VBS in the community 
behind the Genesis property. They had a great reception 
among the people of the community, with over 200 kids 
registered. The members of the church and several young 
ladies from the Agape home also assisted. Each evening 
they also hosted a movie night and many people from 
the community participated. On Sunday, they held their 
closing program and many parents came to see their 
children participate.

Mountains of Puebla
Jorge and Anita, our church planters, held VBS in all 
three villages during July. They were very busy with 
sharing the Good News with the children in these 
villages. In Chilapa they had 35 kids participate, in 
Contla they had 85 kids hearing the Gospel, and in La 
Libertad they had over 50 kids being ministered to 
through VBS. Abby, who now works in our accounting 
office in Mexico, went back home to assist her parents 
and her sister in the Libertad VBS. Juan and Jacqui, 
who have helped us with groups the past few years, 
participated in the last half of the Contla VBS.

Summer interns making a difference
This summer, we had two interns who worked with us in our girls' homes.

Calli Wayenberg from Deer Park, Washington served with Marco and Nayeli 
in the Jireh home (15 girls). She helped get the kids ready for school, played 
with the kids who finished their homework early and then helped get kids 
ready for bed in the evening.

Alyssa Mongiovi, Mount Dora, Florida, served with David and Marely at the 
Bethel house (17 girls). She helped with the same things in the home and 
also trained the girls in volleyball. 

The girls had a variety of cultural experiences this summer as they visited 
museums and special places around Mexico City.

Check out ninosdemexico.org if you’re interested in a summer internship. 

Chilapa

Contla

La Libertad

Atizapan

Boyeros



expansion of work in puebla mountains
We are excited to announce that we have a couple who will be working in Contla 
alongside Pastor Jorge and his family. 

Juan and Jaqui, who have worked with us the past three summers with our 
groups, graduated from Colegio Biblico in May. They had been considering what 
they wanted to do following this summer of assisting with groups. 

They had already decided that they did not want to do groups “forever” and were 
very interested in ministering in this community that they had experienced while 
working with a work group last summer.

Juan had been talking about wanting to be a missionary, going somewhere out 
of their comfort zone to minister.

Juan & Jacqui have already begun to set goals for outreach and growth of the 
mission so that it could actually become a church. They have located a house to 
rent and a school for their 10-year-old son, Johnny.

My hope is that they will also be able to start Bible studies in the community 
where they are living which is 15 minutes from Contla. At this point they are 
committing to serve two years in these mountain communities.

incredible year of service by our groups
Every year at this time, we look back at 
the progress that our groups made with 
maintenance and construction in our homes 
and facilities. We are reminded of how much 
groups truly accomplish that benefit the 
children and the entire ministry. 

This has been an incredible year of service by 
each of the groups that came to visit in Mexico.

Together, our groups:

• Finished the construction of the Worship 
Center in La Libertad.

• Finished the remodel of the Jireh house, adding four bedrooms 
and three bathrooms.

• Participated in three extensive medical clinics that impacted the 
mountain communities we serve.

• Added/remodeled 12 offices for our psychologists, spiritual 
development staff, and teachers.

• Sealed roofs at Agape, Esperanza, Genesis, Jireh, and over the administration offices.

• Painted in most of our homes and completely repainted the exterior and a large part of the Agape home.

Thank you to each person who sacrificed their time, talent, and finances to be here to serve the ministry and 
thank you to each church that planned and prepared to bring a group that could make such a difference in the 
lives of our kids, staff, and the communities in which we serve together.

As a way of encouraging the children to 
excel in school, we hold a special “Bazaar” 
once or twice a year. 

There are games and activities, but the 
most important part is the fact that, 
based on the kids’ grades, each child can 
go into a store and buy clothes, games, 
toys, candy, etc.

People from the community come to 
encourage the kids and to help them with 
the activities!  This year the kids had a blast 
with all kinds of games and challenges. 

an exciting celebration of kids’ efforts in school

offices

Jireh House, First Christian Church of  Washington

La Libertad, Sheldon Church of Christ

Juan & Jacqui

Juan and Johnny

Deer Park Christian Church Dade City Christian Church Element Church

Culver Christian ChurchTomoka Christian ChurchChristian Church of Carl Junction Compass Christian Church

Markle Christian Church
West Side  
Christian Church Walker Christian Church College Church Olivet University

Nashville Church of Christ Fairmount Christian ChurchTwin Oaks Christian Church



In Memory of:  From:
Shirley Nelson ......................... Heide & Richard Hempe

  James & Kathy Glover

  Stanley Jensen

  Marcus & Kay Oaks

  Warren & Donna 
   Mehrtens

Doris Kuelzer ........................... Dean Cimpl
  Mickey & Debra 
  Garnett

  Darlene Frankhauser

  Bill & Anna Mae Stokes

  Ed Kuelzer

  John & Jean 
  Edmundson

Charles Thompson ................ Beverly Young

 
 

In Memory of: ................... From:
Don Brockmiller ..................... John & Janette Allen

  Dick & Ellen Johnson

Clair & Maxine Stine .............. Carl & Hilda Kashner

Carl Willoghby, Jr.  ................. John & Janette Allen

Nelson & Hazel Stanley ........ Ron & Shirley Payne

LeRoy Strubberg .................... John & Janette Allen

Anna Brandhorst .................... John & Janette Allen

Deborah Stock ........................ Roger & Crystal Koster

Noma Wood Hendrea .......... Dona Spencer

In Honor of:  From:
Peggy Franklin ........................ Melissa Walther

Raul Muytoy ............................ Jim & Pat Blair

Ron Cowan’s Retirement ..... Joy Chartrau

Elliott French ........................... Bruce French

Raul Muytoy ............................ James & Patricia Blair

memorials & honorariums praises & prayer requests

Last year, a legal team started advertising on billboards 
in our area.  They claim to have won four hundred 
million dollars for their clients!  A few days ago, one of 
these again caught my eye.  I had to chuckle when I 
had the thought that they haven’t done much this past 
year as the figure hadn’t changed.  It is, of course, the 
same billboard – but this reminded me of the parable 
of the talents.  Jesus tells the story of a man who was 
going on a journey.  He gave various amounts of 
money to his workers so that they could increase his 
money while he was away.  When he returned home, 

he had them settle accounts with him.  He expected 
them to put the money to good use for His Kingdom!  
To the ones that did well, he said,  “Well done, good 
and faithful servant.  You were faithful over a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things.”  

It’s so amazing that God includes us in His plan.  He 
can accomplish anything on His own power, and yet, 
He desires our involvement!  That shows us that He 
has confidence in us.  He’s entrusting resources to us 
and has plans to bless us as we are willing to use those 
resources for His Kingdom.

generosity Following God’s example – our part in building the Kingdom
God is at work in the local congregations! We praise God  
for these new members of the family. Please keep them in 
your prayers.

An elder woman, Olga, was baptized into Christ in a portable 
baptistry early this summer and a young man, Sergio, was 
baptized in that same baptistry in the Expansion Church a few 
weeks later. (We just received word that Olga passed away. 
Please keep her family in your prayers.)

In mid August, three more were baptized into Christ in the 
Mision San Vicente church plant. This was particularly exciting 
as the wife of one of our alumni, Florentino, was baptized along 
with two others from the community!

Summer camp impacts the kids lives in many ways. We praise 
God that three of our kids accepted Christ and were baptized. 
They were moved by the powerful messages and teaching.

Carlos Rocha from Esperanza, Marina from Jireh, and Fernando 
from Genesis made their decision to be baptized into Christ. We 
praise God for their decisions and pray for God to continue to 
bless them and direct their paths in the coming years.

Recent Baptisms in  
supported churches  
and kids at camp!

with a “rounding up” campaign

From March through May of this year, the OXXO 
corporation held a rounding up campaign where 
people could donate their “centavos” to help the Niños 
de Mexico children. What a blessing!

Last week we received the check for $305,674.85 pesos 
– roughly $16,500 dollars, to help us care for the 11 new 
children we have taken in this year.

We are thankful for this cooperation and the people 
here in Mexico! What a blessing to have them join with 
us to care for their own children. 

The children also had a special trip to a national park 
the night before. The transportation was provided by a 
local travel agency.

Mexico joined us
We praise God for:
•   the donors who sacrifice so that each child has a new 

hope and future!
•   providing a new doctor for the institution beginning 

in December.
•   providing a 3rd psychologist to work with the children 

and staff.
•   Aldo’s health progress as they have begun the process 

of removing the feeding tube.
•   the six new children we have recently welcomed into 

the homes.
•  a new pastor in the mountains of Puebla.  
 
 Pray for:
•   the young people who have recently started  

a new life outside of Niños.
•  our staff needs:
    •   Houseparents at the Agape house
    •   Assistant houseparent at Emanuel
    •   Couple to assist in vacation times
    •   Group assistants for next year.
•    wisdom as we consider best use of all of our properties.
•     wisdom regarding new children who are being 

proposed to us – that we can accurately evaluate  
our ability to transform their lives.

Carlos Rocha 
Esperanza House

FINANCIAL GIFTS enable Children of Mexico, Inc. to feed, care for, and witness to at-risk Mexican children. Without such 
assistance, this mission work would not be possible. You are invited to become financially involved in this work.

Children of Mexico, doing business as Niños de Mexico, is incorporated in the State of Missouri as a nonprofit 501c3 
organization  approved by the IRS to issue tax-deductible receipts for the care of Mexican children. For more Information, 
contact Mick O'Hanahan – 417-499-3983 or mick.ohanahan@ninosdemexico.org.

Marina – Jireh House 
Fernando – Genesis

Ivonne Ruiz, 
Florentino’s wife

Sergio – Expansion  
Christian Church

Olga Huerta 
Mision San Vicente

Julieta 
Mision San Vicente

Martha 
Mision San Vicente


