FALL 2020
You are an integral part of helping to
transform children’s lives. Thank you for
partnering with us to welcome children
who need to know and feel the love of
Christ every day.

REMEMBERING FLORIBERTO

A Niños alum who spent his whole life serving God and others!
The following story is an amazing example of how YOU change
lives. Not only are the children in our care impacted, but God
also uses their Kingdom service to change hundreds of additional
lives. Recently Floriberto Heras Romero, 69 years old, went home
to be with the Lord after a brief battle with Covid 19.

Doctor Noe Flores told me the story of how Floriberto came to be
at Ninos de México. Doctor Noe had accompanied a missionary
named Dean Cary on a mission trip to the mountains of Oaxaca
in 1966. Back then, you could only get to the area by walking,
horse, donkey, or a small airplane. When they were on their way
out, Dean asked Noe, “Did you see that little boy running in front
of and beside the plane? His job is to scare the animals off the
runway. He does not have a family. Can you talk to your papi and
mami to see if they can help? When he got home, he did just that.
The Beemans (papi and mami) later sent Noe back to the area to
bring Floriberto back with him to Niños de México.

When he arrived, everyone thought he was 12 or 13 years old, as
he was not very big. They later found out he was actually 16 years
old and even a month older than Doctor Noe! It worked out well
because he had no education. He started his primary education in
the town of Chicoloapan. He eventually studied for the ministry to
preach the Word of God at Colegio Biblico in Eagle Pass, Texas.

Floriberto returned to Oaxaca and served as a pastor there for
almost 30 years, serving many communities in the Oaxaca area.
He established various ministries, a church congregation in the
city of Oaxaca, and a Christian camp for kids, six hours from the
city of Oaxaca. The camp recently celebrated 27 years of ministry!
He was married to Aurelia Delgadillo and they had two sons,
Obed and Jazziel.

Many people came to know Christ because God used Floriberto
for these ministries. When YOU support Niños de México, God is
able to reach hundreds of people through the transformed lives
of the children that you love and support!

THANKS TO YOU...

26 people were baptized in July and August!
In spite of the Coronavirus and the stay-athome orders, 26 people determined that they
needed to follow Jesus. We held baptisms on
the campus of Genesis with the Genesis and
Esperanza families in attendance along with
our Spiritual Development team. (Boys pictured
below) In August two of the girls from Bethel
were buried with Christ as well!

In the mountains
of Chilapa, Jorge
and Ana along
with the Libertad
congregation,
made their
way down the
mountain paths
to a river in order to baptize a couple. A few
weeks earlier Juan and Jaqui and the Contla
congregation went to a local creek to baptize
three boys into Christ.

NEW KIDS!

Please keep them in your prayers
We are excited to announce that three kids have
been welcomed to the Niños family as DIF has
relaxed regulations about allowing new children
into our homes. The kids are coming to us due
to several difficult circumstances including a fall
into a cistern and hospitalization of one of the
kids. They are 6, 7 and 8 years old. They were
tested for COVID before entering the homes.
Please keep them in your prayers as they adapt
to their new families (Genesis and Jireh).

In August, the Mision Chicoloapan congregation
prepared the water in a pool for eight people
to be baptized. In the Valley de Esperanza
congregation, three people who had come to
Christ through online services were lowered
into the water, giving their lives to Christ!

SAY IT ISN’T SO!

A summer without groups?!
We’ve all seen so many unusual things in our
world lately. One that we never would have
guessed could happen is a year without our
short-term mission trips coming to visit us at
Niños de México! We managed to have our
first group of the year (Thanks again, Castle
Hills Christian Church!) before things got crazy! It is hard to know how many ways this has
impacted not only the ministry as a whole, but
especially the children.

We depend on the groups that come from various churches in the United States for much of
the maintenance on the homes. Many projects
are very important to keep up with, like painting
and having a good roof overhead. Our house
parents have so many responsibilities with
caring for the physical and emotional needs of
the children, it is wonderful to not burden them
with the maintenance of the homes.
You might think that the homes would be
quiet without the work groups. NO WAY! It is a
rare thing for the homes to ever truly be quiet. They are quiet in a different way, however.

Now there are no squeals of delight when a
child first sees that one of their sponsors has
come for a visit! There are no shouts in English, (“Hey, watch out!”) when the soccer ball
is passed expertly through the legs of their opponents! There is no good-humored laughter
as both the visitors and the children struggle
with the language barrier while making introductions.
Many of the children are truly sad that there
have been no STM groups this year. Please
know that we miss you, and as we pray for the
end of the current Covid19 pandemic, part of
our prayers are that we will see you soon when
you come to visit the homes in the future. We
are praying for a vaccine so that everyone can
travel safely.
We have started the process of scheduling
2021, and there are still a few spots left! If you
want to plan a trip for your group, please contact me so we can discuss details and get you
on our schedule. (417) 499-3983
mick.ohanahan@ninosdemexico.org

Get off your couch and out the door! Register and get your
new favorite shirt, all while practicing social distancing and
raising funds for a great cause! You’ll get a custom shirt that
you can wear to show the world that you did, in fact, get
off of your couch, a cool finisher medal, along with putting
food on the table for the kids living at Niños de Mexico!

Time and Place:

Anytime and anywhere! The “Get off your couch”
virtual run/walk can be completed in your own
neighborhood, on your favorite running trail, at the
park, or even on the treadmill. Sign up and get your
friends and family “OFF THE COUCH” with you!

1

Register by Oct. 1,
2020 with a $35/
person donation

Register

2

What to Do:
Complete a 5K run or
a 1 mile walk at your
convenience, anytime,
anywhere (no deadline)

3

Celebrate your accomplishment
by sharing on social
media #ninosdemexico5k
#igotoffmycouch

www.ninosdemexico.org/news-media/virtual-5k-runwalk

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS
In Memory of:

by:

In Honor of:

by:

David Martin

Mark & Kathy Matthews

Elliott French

Bruce French

Russell Murray 	Barbara Murray

PRAISES & PRAYER REQUESTS
Praises
•

God has continued to bless us with the
finances we need right now to care for the
children in our care!

•

The children have been able to get out of
the homes for a little bit. So far they have
only gone to parks where there are not a
lot of people. They are looking forward
to getting back to school in just a couple
of weeks.

•

•

•

Prayer Requests
•

That the parents and workers in each
home have the wisdom, love and patience
needed for all the children in their care.
Also extra strength during this season of
COVID!

•

That children and staff are not infected with
the Coronavirus as we open back up.

•

We were able to celebrate Rosario’s
15th birthday party in early August. We
are thankful that she has done so well
following her health issues in late June.

Comfort for our staff, alumni, and church
members who have recently lost loved
ones – several due to COVID.

•

Continued financial resources to cover all
of the expenses of raising 100+ kids!

Due to the stay-at-home orders and
maintaining separation between homes,
we have been able to keep free from the
Coronavirus.

•

New churches, individuals, and businesses
to partner with us to transform more lives.

•

Wisdom as we evaluate timing and the
possibility of welcoming additional children
in need of a safe place to live and grow!

•

Pray that the children coming from
desperate situations understand the love
of Jesus that will change their lives in the
future!

We are waiting to hear the results of the
tests that our junior high students took to
get into high school.

2020-21 HUGS BIOS
IN PROGRESS
Are you looking forward to your child’s HUGS
bio? They are coming!

This has been a difficult time to get things
done due to the Coronavirus! Thanks to the
magic of Jim and Pat Heaton, working from
their home in Florida, and Juan Gallegos,one
of our Bible college students, the HUGS sponsor bios will be produced this fall.
Here are a couple of the new photos.

Join our HUGS program and help to provide a
new future and hope for a child. Please call our

office at (636) 583-2000 or write to us at
ndm@ninosdemexico.org.		

BENITO GRADUATES FROM THE UNIVERSITY
His hard work and your faithful giving has paid off!
Benito came to Niños in 2003 as an eight-yearold boy. He has worked hard over the past 17
years in the homes and in the church. For the
past eight years, he has been involved with
one of our church plants sharing his gifts and
abilities in worship.
This spring he finished a degree in Business
Administration. He is working hard preparing
to step out on his own. He recently found
a job working as an assistant to a business
owner. They produce colored plastic that is
used to create bottles, lids, etcetera. He will be

overseeing the production
line in the factory. He has
found a place to live, and is
almost ready to step out on
his own.

We are proud of him and
anxious to see what God
has in store for his future.
THANK YOU for helping us raise up leaders for
the church and for the country of Mexico!

OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Congratulations, Carlos and Emilio!

We are excited that two of the boys from Casa
de Niños graduated from high school this year.
They worked hard to complete it in two years!

Carlos has recently decided that he would like
to study to become a psychologist. Emilio is
enrolled in a local university studying marketing
and business development. He is studying

online
until the
university
opens up
again.

Carlos

Emilio

Please keep
them in your prayers as they move forward!

Your
generosity
allowed
25 children
to graduate!
Bethel Graduates

Agape Graduates

THANK YOU!

WHAT A YEAR FOR SCHOOL!

The kids have adjusted to virtual learning
The kids completed their spring schooling
online. Most of the young people did very well
with the help of their houseparents and many of
our staff. This fall semester will also be online.
Normally we would have a huge graduation
party with all of the homes gathering, where we
would celebrate the achievements of each child
– particularly those who have completed a new

level of education. We had two kids graduate
from Kindergarten, 11 from Elementary, nine
from junior high, two from high school and one
from the university.
This year, due to the coronavirus, we asked
each home to have a graduation party for their
graduates!
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Return Service Requested

visit us at

NINOSDEMEXICO.ORG

call

636.583.2000

Please help us out by sending
us your email address! This will
allow us to keep you updated on
all that goes on by receiving our
monthly e-newsletters. It will also
enable us to send your receipts
and other update items by email.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED!
STAFF:
Steve Ross
Executive Director

Mick O’Hanahan
Development Director
Crystal Koster
Office Administrator
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Linda Altzier
Bobby Caley
Ron Cook
Dr. Kent Hill
Christy Horton
Kerry Klenke
Mark Matthews
Phil Meyers
Scott Neuhart
Pam Ralls
Rob Rodriguez
Dave Smith
Bob Wideman
Gonzalo Flores, ex oficio

Hola! My name is Aldo. I have a condition that causes
benign tumors to grow in my mouth and throat. At one
point, I needed to have an emergency tracheotomy, but
what I really NEEDED was prayers!
When Niños de México has prayer needs, YOUR prayers
are needed ASAP! Emails are the best way for us to get
those prayer requests to you.
Will you please consider sharing your email address so that you can help
with this? We promise to never share your information with anyone!

Share your email address by emailing mick.ohanahan@ninosdemexico.
org or by calling (636) 583-2000.
Thank you for the love and care you show the kids as a supporter
of Niños de México!

