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The face painting station is always a huge hit during the First Day event. (Photo by Danika Cole)

First Day supports 1,000 kids
By Ariel Caspar

After two years of a “drive-thru” format, AboutKidz 
brought back the First Day program with a large-
scale, carnival-like event that put smiles on so many 
faces on Aug. 6, 2022. 
The event was complete with a wide array of bounce 
houses, a free lunch for all the kids, face painting and 
take-home boxes of food from the Orangevale Fair 
Oaks Food Bank.
This year, the AboutKidz staff decided to do some-

thing different with the backpack display. Instead of 
gifting children random backpacks by age group, 
they decided to display about 20 backpacks at a time 
and allow each child to choose their backpack. The 
AboutKidz staff felt this was a great way to personal-
ize the experience.
One parent, Bobbi Miller, attended the event with her 
husband and 2-year-old daughter, Stevie, who was 
starting preschool this year. Miller said this was her 
family’s first time participating in the First Day pro-
gram, and it was much needed, due to the circum-
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Two-year-old Stevie Miller plays in the bounce houses during 
the First Day event on Aug. 6, 2022. (Photo courtesy of Bobbi 
Miller)

stances they were experiencing at the time.
“It did help out a lot, because at the time the event 
was held, my husband didn’t have a job at the time. 
It really helped us and made her excited to go to 
school,” Miller said.
She shared she had heard about First Day through 
a program called “Kids First” in Placer County, a 
family-centered program that helps families “solve 
real-life challenges and achieve lasting results,” ac-
cording to the program’s website. 
Her daughter started school on Sept. 9, but only 
attended one day, because she became sick with 
pneumonia. Sept. 26 was her first day back since re-
covering, and according to Miller, she had an amaz-
ing second first day of school.
“She was super excited. She had her backpack and 
the shoes and everything. She loves school. She 
doesn’t know anybody, but to her, they’re all her 
friends,” Miller said.
Miller said her daughter loved being able to pick out 
her own backpack and loved getting to play in the 
bounce houses at the First Day event.
“I think it means more to the kids, like it’s not just 
something they’re given,” Miller said. “Being able to 
pick out their backpack, I know that my daughter, 
she was really excited to choose.”
Miller also said she thought the AboutKidz staff did 
a great job hosting a fun and safe event after two 
years of dealing with the Covid pandemic.
“It was something that I felt safe going to,” she 
shared. “Everybody that volunteered, that was help-
ing out, everyone was so nice to the kids.”
Miller said her and her husband were grateful that 
AboutKidz was there to help during a financial hard-
ship.
“I don’t want to get emotional, but I just feel like, a lot 

of families they might not be able to do a lot for their 
children how they want to, so when there’s programs 
like this, with the food bag at the end, it was all so 
nice,” Miller said.
She said she appreciated how the food bank specif-
ically built food boxes with foods kids enjoy and will 
actually eat, with macaroni and cheese, applesauce 
and crackers.
“It’s sad when we’re not able to help our children, 
and at that time, me and my husband were wonder-
ing how we were even going to be able to pay rent,” 
Miller said. “We’re better now, but that was a bless-
ing that came in disguise.”
A First Day volunteer, Eugene Suponch, sent About-
Kidz a letter explaining how rewarding his experi-
ence was.
“An ordinary day turned into an extraordinary day. 
The joy and the smiles on those kids’ faces will live 
in my heart forever,” Suponch wrote.
Suponch said he he originally had volunteered to 
be a part of the clean up crew, but decided to come 
earlier to offer his help wherever it was needed. He 
then got assigned to monitoring the Disney princess 
bounce house. He said he was not expecting he’d 
enjoy it so much.
“They were a reminder to me of all the good things in 
this world. I feel so blessed to even be a small part,” 
he wrote.
Miller said the bounce houses were her daughter’s 
favorite part of the event and it was a joy to see her 
have so much fun and receive the gift of an exciting 
first day of school with a new backpack and outfit.
“At First Day, it didn’t feel like we were all parents 
who needed help,” Miller said. “It didn’t feel like we 
were sad or ashamed to be there, but everybody 
was so happy. It meant a lot to me being a parent.”

Hundreds of children made a stop at the hair cutting station 
during the First Day event. (Photo by Danika Cole)
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First Day makes a huge im-
pact on families this year
For the first time since the organization began, 
AboutKidz sent out a short survery to parents who 
attended the First Day event, and we got some 
amazing feedback from parents.

Survey Responses
“Being a single mom, the cost of the backpacks, sup-
plies and outfits are so helpful to get the kids set for 
the first day. The bag of food also goes a long way 
getting back into the school year.”
   - Anonymous

“It helped us with supplies for school this year. We 
have 3 in school and a brand new baby. Money is 
tight so this helped our kids be prepared for the 
year.”
   - Anonymous

“I become unemployed and only relied on my hus-
band’s income and I never thought I would question 
how we were going to get her something as simple 
as a backpack. Thanks to your help she went back 
to school with a backpack of her choice and a fresh 
hair cut! My daughter was really excited to return to 
school.”
   -  Anonymous

“Every year at this time we struggle to buy clothes 
and other school needs. Backpacks and school sup-
plies are the few things I know that I don’t have to 
worry about. For the last couple of years your pro-
gram has provided this for us.”
   -  Ruby Guthridge.

“You guys made me cry and realized that we are so 
blessed not in terms of money but with the most little 
things in life. I cried when I saw my son’s face when 
he got to choose the backpack and also when he 
was playing. He definitely felt so special”
   - Anonymous

“My daughter looks forward to this event. She loves 
being able to get the school supplies along with the 
activities.”
   - Anonymous

First Day volunteer, George Starkey, enjoys interacting with 
a little boy having fun on a bounce house. (Photo by Danika 
Cole)

A mom and son enjoy relaxing in the shade after getting their 
backpack. (Photo by Danika Cole)

Many parents specifically mentioned 
in their survey responses that First 

Day helped them financially.

Almost 100% of parents said they 
and their family had a positive 

experience at First Day.



This year’s Graduation Day program has 10 dedicated tutors from Bella Vista and Del 
Campo high schools volunteering their time. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Grad Day returns after Covid 
break with new director
By Ariel Caspar

After a long hiatus due to pandemic restrictions, the Graduation Day 
tutoring program has returned at Northridge Elementary School in Fair 
Oaks and will continue through the academic year.
With the program’s launch, AboutKidz welcomed a new Graduation 
Day director, Hannah Caspar. Caspar participated in the tutoring pro-
gram herself in 2018 and 2019 and said she excited to join the team 
doing something she loves, working with kids and encouraging their 
academic success.
According to Caspar, the tutoring program is designed for second 
through sixth graders, with a main focus of getting students caught up 
academically with reading and math, two critical areas that are founda-
tional to understanding other subjects. 
Students are expected to be reading at their grade level or higher, but 
some are several grade-levels behind that goal, according to Caspar. 
Some students are even considered “pre A” meaning they are well 
behind the standard for their grade level.
According to Caspar, the students in the program were selected by 
teachers who believe one-on-one tutoring with dedicated high school 
students who care, and a fun atmosphere with games, snacks, play-
ground time and sharing, will encourage them to focus on their aca-
demics and grasp subjects they don’t understand.
Caspar said another goal of the program is to grow connections and 
develop healthy peer-to-peer mentorship between the tutors and the 

students.
“We’re not only helping them catch 
up in school, but we’re coming 
alongside them to catch them up 
socially as well,” Caspar said.
According to Petra Luhrsen, prin-
cipal of Northridge Elementary 
School, the pandemic significantly 
impacted student learning, especial-
ly English language learning. Since 
the pandemic, this is the first aca-
demic year that is fully in person.
According to Luhrsen, when a 
student starts to fall behind in their 
courses, a teacher will assess if 
they need intervention support such 
as tutoring, by monitoring multiple 
data points including text level data, 
Basic Skills Phonics tests, math fact 
assessments and writing and read-
ing scores every six to eight weeks. 
This data determines if a student 
needs small group instruction or oth-
er forms of support such as tutoring.
This year, the tutoring program has 
welcomed 20 students with the help 
of 10 bright and dedicated high 
school juniors and seniors.
According to Caspar, tutors go 
through a vetting process and a 
mandatory training on working with 
and tutoring children. Most of the 
tutors selected for the program have 
experience with children, either 
though babysitting or immediate and 
extended family.
Their GPAs and applications are 
examined thoroughly and they are 
interviewed before being accepted 
into the program. All the tutors in 
the program are in their high school 
AVID classes and have a goal of 
attending college right out of high 
school. All the hours they spend 
tutoring go towards their required 
volunteer hours for AVID.
According to Caspar, each tutor is 
offered a $1,000 scholarship to the 
college or university of their choice 
for completing one academic year of
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Tutors help three students fill out a “getting-to-know-you” form 
on the first day of the Graduation Day tutoring program on 
Sept. 28, 2022. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

tutoring. Juniors, who tutor both their junior and se-
nior years are offered a $2,000 scholarship for com-
pleting two full academic years of tutoring. AboutKidz 
also helps seniors with their college applications by 
writing them letters of recommendation.
One tutor, Quinn Dean, a 12th grader from Del 

Quinn Dean (left) and Omar Alhuniti, both 12th grade students 
at Del Campo High School are excited about building connec-
tions with the students this year. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)
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Campo High School, said they joined the program 
because they have always loved working with kids. 
They volunteer with another non-profit called Kids 
Helping Kids where they also tutor kids and garden 
with them during school hours.
“I really love interacting with them,” Dean said.” 
They’re the next generation and if we don’t teach 
them and show them how to be leaders, they won’t 
be. So it’s nice to be able to pave the way for them 
and show them that there is a lot of ways to be a 
leader in life.”
Another 12th grade tutor from Del Campo, Omar 
Alhuniti, said he joined because he remembers 
being grateful for the help he received when he was 
younger.
“I was that kid that needed help and got support,” 
Alhuniti said.
Since the age of 2, Alhuniti said he’s gotten medical 

treatments and surgeries for a bone disorder in his 
right leg.
His first two surgeries were performed to stop bone 
growth in his right shin and he had a third surgery 
during his freshman year on his quad which required 
a near year-long recovery.
He said his own story has inspired him to always 
help others. 
Caspar said as the new director she is excited to see 
the bonds grow in the program.
“It’s really sweet watching them start out really shy 
and not really sure about the program and then they 
start opening up to their tutor and by the end they 
love their tutors, and they’re excited about learning,” 
Caspar said.
Caspar said when students do start improving, they 
are ecstatic to tell their tutors that they are doing 
well for the first time. Tutors get to see students pass 
their math tests, spelling tests, and start excelling in 
understanding of the material. Over the course of the 
program, students really start to grow in their aca-
demic confidence.
“Most of them are smart and they are willing to learn, 
they just don’t have the tools for success and once 
they start gaining their confidence and start realiz-
ing they can do it, it makes a world of a difference 
in their behavior and attitude and I feel like that sets 
them up for the future,” Caspar said.
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Thank you to the wonderful
individuals of our community who 
support AboutKidz and our mission 
to serve families. Without supporters 
like you, achieving our goal of 
meeting community needs would not 
be possible.

Sincerely,

The AboutKidz Team

Hannah Caspar
Graduation Day 
Director

This year’s group of Grad Day tutors pictured at Northridge 
Elementary School. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Presley, 11th grader, hangs out with a student on the swing set 
during outside time. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Izzy Ribondo,12th grader, sits on a bench with one of the stu-
dents. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Omar Alhuniti, 12th grader, helps a student complete an activity. 
(Photo by Ariel Caspar)


