
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Providing practical needs for the kids in our community

1

March 2022                                                              Issue 8

Back page
Seraiah 
Kawaa 
named 
Upward 
MVP

Page 2 &3
Game 
Day: The 
Tourvilles’ 
story

Debra Tourville and her daughter Deanna Huber pose outside the dugout during the first 
game of the season on March 12, 2022 at Pheonix Park. (Photo by Ariel Caspar) 

Head Coach Clark Tourville is photographed with his players Jesus 
Suastegui (right) and Angel Suastegui (right center) in 2017, who 
were featured in the November newsletter alongside their family. 
(Photo courtesy of Margarita Torres.)

“If everything fails, love 
on somebody”: 
Game Day coaches reflect on 
seven years of loving on kids

By Ariel Caspar
Newsletter Editor

Clark and Debra Tourville have been coaching the AboutKidz Cardinals 
coach pitch baseball team for almost seven years now, and have nearly 
30 years of coaching experience together.
They joined the AboutKidz Game Day program as coaches in 2015 and 
have made a rippling, lasting impact on countless lives in the community. 
Their adult daughter Deanna Huber joined in with assistant coaching last 
year.
“These are kids that need a little hand up and I can remember when I was 
5 or 6 years old, somebody paid my way, so what goes around comes 
around,” Clark said.
At the coach pitch level, Clark and Deanna are teaching the players the 

basics of softball and baseball which includes the 
camaraderie of being on a team, coordination, time 
management and other valuable life skills.
“They’re starting at a young age, and you start planting 
some seeds and before too long, they start grasping, 
and you see light bulbs going on, and that’s where the 
fun comes in, because they get it,” Clark said.
Deanna grew up playing softball. She started at 5 years 
old marking 30 years of being involved with softball. 
She went on to earn a scholarship and played softball 
in college.
“She was very competitive and very good, and I’m not 
just saying that as a mom, but as a person who’s been 
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Head Coach Clark Tourville walks with his players during the opening ceremony parade 
at Pheonix Park on March 12, 2022. (Photo by Ariel Caspar) 

An inside look at the awesome volunteers who work hard to help out in the dug-
out to make the games run as smoothly as possible. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

around the game a lot,” her 
mom Debra said.
When Deanna got married, 
instead of having a tradition-
al father daughter dance, 
she and Clark grabbed their 
gloves and played an en-
dearing game of catch.
Deanna and Clark have 
learned to foster a coach-
ing style that maintains a 
balance of competition and 
pure fun.
“They know how to bring out 
the best in the players and 
he and Deanna work really 
well together,” Debra said.
Deanna said that it’s important to teach kids how to do things 
individually and together as a team unit, learning how to cele-
brate success and accept failure.
Margarita Torres, a parent we interviewed back in November, 
said that Deanna was a huge influence on her daughter, Adri-
ana, and she looked up to her as an older role model.
Deanna said that she remembers key people in her life that she 
pinpointed as her special role models, and it’s exciting to be 
that role model to younger girls now.
“I think it helps with me being a female and being a little bit 
younger, especially with the girls because they can see me as 
them in the future,” Huber said. “For me it’s exciting to have 
girls on the team and teach them those skills and teach them 
that there is a path for them as well.”
Clark and Deanna’s motto throughout their years of softball 
and coaching has been “If you’re not having fun, you’re doing 
something wrong,” and it shows in how they interact with their 
players.
Deanna said the best part of being a coach is getting to watch 
the team celebrate together through every success and victory.
“When they are celebrating, the real, true, and wholesome 
excitement, that for me is what does it,” she said.
Debra, Clark’s wife, shared their experiences with their ear-
lier years of coaching, when they were coaching kids who 
were connected to the Sayonara Community Center in Citrus 
Heights.
For the entirety of the season, the Tourvilles were transporting 
the kids to and from practices and games, washing their laun-
dry for them and feeding them full meals.
“Some of them never got a meal except for what they got here 
with the team,” she said.
Debra also shared the players would often take food or extra 
snacks home for their siblings, since food was scarce at their 
homes.
She said these kids had never participated in something like an 
“opening ceremony” or special “showcase game” where they 
were highlighted as the center of the event.
She recalled taking the kids out to ice cream after the opening 
ceremony.
“For many of them, that was the first time they had ever had ice 
cream,” Debra said.
They would take the kids home to empty apartments with no 

parents in sight, no fur-
niture, bullet holes in the 
vehicles parked in their 
neighborhoods, and some-
times there would be drug 
paraphernalia like used 
needles sitting out on the 
front doorstep. 
Two of their players even 
had incarcerated parents 
who were charged with 
murder.
“This exposed them to an-
other form of life, and they 
were so obedient, and so 
helpful,” she said.
For many of these kids, 

going to college was not even a thought for them, but Clark 
and Debra were able to have conversations with them about 
continuing with sports, keeping their grades up in school, and 
making it a goal to play sports that they enjoy in college.
“It changes their lives to see that there is more to life and there 
are opportunities that maybe they didn’t know existed,” Debra 
said.
Seven years since they started, Clark and Debra still have a 
relationship with a player who was on their team named Brian.
“Clark and him go and do something once a month, and he 
comes up to our house and we have a good relationship with 
his family and him,” Debra said.
Brian started with Clark and Debra at 5 years old. Brian was 
from a Hispanic family and his parents did not know English so 
his older sister Ytsel had to translate for them when communi-
cating. He played with Clark for three years and then moved up 
to the Farm level. 
When he was moving up to Farm, he asked Clark, “Well am I 
ever gonna see you again?” and requested that he would still 
be able to see Clark even after he moved up to a higher level.
Clark committed to spending time with Brian once a month. 
They’ve gone to races, seen Christmas lights, gone zip lining, 
gone on snow trips, and have done various other fun activities 
over the years. Brian will be going into middle school next year 
and the relationship will still continue. Brian and his family fre-
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Head Coach Clark Tourville high fives his players as they line up for team pictures during last 
year’s season. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

quently visit the Tourville home.
“We do everything together, I’ll watch his basketball games through his 
school and just trying to make sure that I have an impact in his life going for-
wards. He is less fortunate but he’s a great kid and his mom’s done a great 
job,” Clark said.
Clark said that the Game Day program has allowed he and his family to be 
more accessible to families who really are in need. AboutKidz along with the 
Tourville family was able to step in when the death of a parent of one of the 
players had occurred a few years ago. They covered the cost of the funeral 
and gave them a place to host the service, while also being a huge source of 
love and support during an incredibly difficult time.
“That’s a big deal, you know in your time of need, someone’s there loving 
on you. That’s what I think Game Day does, it’s another arm to reach out 
to people and love on people,” Clark said. “If everything else fails, love on 
somebody.”
This year, the Tourvilles have a lot of repeat athletes from last year, who have 
one or two more years until they move on to the next level. Debra said she 
enjoys seeing the returning players and their younger siblings getting to join 
in as well.
“What’s fun is to have the children return and you can see the growth from 
one season to the next,” Debra said. “When they’re super young, it’s all a 
blur for them, then they come back that second year and it starts to click for 
them.”
Debra also shared that when Clark was 13 years old, someone from his 
church encouraged him and said, “You’re going to be impacting thousands of 
children’s lives.” Being a child himself at the time, he didn’t fully understand 
what that meant.

Clark went on to be a coach of children’s athletic 
teams for many years, and went on to participate 
in the First Day event where he handed out nearly 
1,000 backpacks to children from the community. 
He is now living out the encouragement he re-
ceived as a teenager every new season he accepts 
a coaching position, where he can continue to im-
pact children’s and their family’s lives for the better.
Clark also made a point that even though he is the 
“face” of the team, the real credit goes to the amaz-
ing volunteers who operate behind the scenes, 
including Shelley and Mike Gibson, Ro Bauden-
distel, James Anderson, Ruben Arroyo and Clark’s 
wife Debra.
“It’s all those who come behind. They are the back-
bone. They are the glue that holds us together,” 
Clark shared.
These individuals make everything run smoothly in 
the dugout so Clark, Deanna and the other assis-
tant coaches can focus on helping the kids on the 
field.
“I can’t say enough about them,” Clark said. “They 
are the unsung heroes in my opinion. I want to 
make sure everybody knows that they are awe-
some.”

Clark Tourville and Brian have done various fun activities over 
the years to maintain relationship, like ziplining. (Photo courtesy 
of Debra Tourville)
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Thank you to the wonderful
individuals of our community who 
support AboutKidz and our mission 
to serve families. Without supporters 
like you, achieving our goal of 
meeting community needs would not 
be possible.

Sincerely,

The AboutKidz Team

Mark your calendars on Sunday, April 24 for the 
AboutKidz Showcase Games at Pheonix Park. The 
Showcase Games are a special event during the 
Fair Oaks Orangevale Little League season where 
the AboutKidz Coach Pitch and Farm players get an 
“Allstar” game experience.

Join us in the stands to support our teams, volun-
teers and coaches! 

Game times will be announced in the coming weeks.

Congratulations to 
Seraiah Kawaa!
Eleven-year-old Seraiah Kawaa was named the 
MVP of the Upward Basketball end-of-season tour-
nament. Kawaa played for the Jazz, a fifth through 
seventh grade team, with Head Coach Eric Goward 
and Assistant Coach Clancy Bird. Kawaa is a return-
ing player with the Game Day program and Upward 
Basketball.

Seraiah Kawaa (left) is pictured with his head coach, Eric 
Goward at the end-of-season party on March 13, 2022. (Photo 
by Matt Caspar)


