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Eric Jones (second from right), ran the Orangevale site during the AboutKidz toy drives on Nov. 26, 2022. Jones said one family 
donated an entire cartful of toys that day. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Successful toy drives for Christmas Giveaway
By Ariel Caspar

The AboutKidz Toy Drive was a huge success, pro-
viding a large amount of toys for the 2022 Great 
Christmas Giveaway put on by AboutKidz annually. 
The toy drives took place at four different Walmart 
locations this year including, Rancho Cordova, Citrus 
Heights, Orangevale and Roseville.

Similar to the school supply drives, the toy drive 
takes place over a 6 hour time span where vol-
unteers encourage shoppers headed through the 
entrance to consider purchasing a toy inside to be 
donated on their way out. They hand out lists to 
shoppers heading in to give them ideas of what kind 
of toys are popular for children. 
At the Citrus Heights site, led by Tom and Teresa In-
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From left to right, Johnny Deary, Anthony Arroyo and Madeline 
Caspar help collect toy donations at the Rancho Cordova site. 
(Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Former Sacramento Kings 
player Harold Pressley 
donated cartfuls of toys

Bella Vista High School juniors, Corben Wilkie (right) and Mal-
lory Lopez helped collect toys and got credit for their avid class 
assignments. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Harold Pressley played for the 
Sacramento Kings from 1986-1990. 
(Photo by Ariel Caspar)

eichen, a former NBA 
player, Harold Press-
ley, who played for 
the Sacramento Kings 
from 1986-1990, 
ended up donating a 
few cartfuls of toys. 
Pressley said he now 
works as a community 
outreach liaison for 
Highland Community 
Charter and Technical 
Schools and strong-
ly believes in giving 
back to the commu-
nity.
The Rancho Cordova 

site was ran by Shayne Tucker, youth pastor of New 
Life Community Church. Tucker brought out several 
students from the church’s youth group and his as-
sistant pastor, Johnny Deary, to help hand out flyers 
and collect toy donations.
Deary said his childhood background is what encour-
ages him to help with the toy drive.
“I’m just out here being a light, wanting to help the 
community and children in need.” Deary said. “I 
know I come from many bad Christmases being a 
kid, so being out here trying to get toy [donations] for 
families who are in need is what got me out here.”
Deary said it can be challenging talking to strangers, 
but having a welcoming attitude, a smile on his face, 
and taking an interest in people’s lives has been a 
successful strategy in nudging at people’s hearts.
He shared that he had met a man who was on his 
way into the store who said he had been out of work 
for four months and had come to Walmart to pur-
chase food with his food stamps. He was disappoint-
ed he did not have enough money to donate to a 
worthy cause.
Deary said that he doesn’t believe the toy drives are 
just about getting people to donate, but being an 
encouragement to others who may be going through 
their own challenging time.
“Just being able to warm up to them, show them 
what love looks like, I think that’s the biggest part of 
what we’re doing out here, is just loving on people,” 
Deary said.
Corben Wilkie, a junior at Bella Vista High School, 
said he originally volunteered for the toy drives so 
he could get credit for his avid class, but ended up 
getting much more out of the experience.
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“We needed to do something that would be helpful 
to the community and make some sort of impact,” 
Wilkie said. “These kinds of things help people think 
about more than just themselves and their shopping, 
and that can be good for mental health too, when 
you know you’re helping out.”
Many of the volunteers found that a common thread 
for donating was strongly connected to wanting to 
give children an amazing Christmas that they never 
had themselves.
Martin, a donor from the Rancho Cordova site, said 
he decided to donate to set an example for his son 
Ryan, who was with him and helped him pick out a 
toy.
“I have a history of being in the system, so I had 
many years where donations like this helped me out 
for Christmas, so I’m just returning the favor,” Martin 
said.
Over at the Orangevale site, led by Eric Jones, there 

was a similar theme.
“It doesn’t matter what background you come from, 
different cultures, or demographics, it’s always awe-
some to see that everyone has a giving heart and 
everyone wants to contribute when there’s kids in 
need,” Jones said.
He shared that it was encouraging for him to see a 
family who said they had been waiting all season 
for an opportunity to donate and donated an entire 
cartful of toys to AboutKidz that day. He also shared 
another gentleman donated $100 toward the Great 
Christmas Giveaway because he said he knew what 
it was like to be in need as a child.
“I think it’s awesome that your history and how you 
grew up; the lack of what you had, you’re trying to 
make it better for those who can understand and 
relate,” Jones said.

2022 Christmas Giveaway provides toys for 
80 community families in need

Cheyenne and Johnny Deary (left and middle) were able to get Christmas gifts for five of 
their kids who are under 10 years old. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

By Ariel Caspar

The 2022 Great Christmas Giveaway that took place Dec. 9 and 10 at 
New Life Community Church, was able to provide 79 families (over 200 
children) with Christmas gifts for their children. The event was set up in a 
store-like layout for parents to come and “shop” for their kids.

The Great Christmas Giveaway 
program through AboutKidz is 
for low income households who 
cannot provide Christmas gifts 
for their children. Parents were 
able to get a variety of presents 
for each child including pajama 
sets, stocking stuffers, a family 
board game, mid-range items 
and a big ticket item.
Before parents leave, they can 
even get all their gifts wrapped 
at the gift wrapping station to 
take off even less stress.
Meggan Schumacher, a volun-
teer at the gift wrapping station, 
said after volunteering for the 
event last year, she committed 
to volunteering every year.
“I just have seen the faces of 
these parents, and I got to inter-
act with them and was in tears 
leaving last year, so I’ve made 
it a point every year now to sign 
up and do it, just because, the 



4

Carlee Woolem (right) was assisted with shopping by Mike GIbson (left) and had all 
her gifts wrapped by Meggan Schumacher (middle left) and June Stahl. (Photo by 
Ariel Caspar)

Carlee Woolem shops for her three kids.                                     
(Photo by Ariel Caspar)

feeling you get leaving is priceless,” Schumacher shared.
She also shared she believes it’s a blessing to be a blessing to others.
“Being a part of events like this puts your own life in perspective, and it 
makes me so grateful for what I do have and that it’s not always as bad 
as it seems,” Schumacher said. “It’s a blessing to give back to people 
who are less fortunate.”
Schumacher had the privilege of wrapping gifts for recipient Carlee 
Woolem’s three sons ages 9, 3 and 1. Woolem said she was new to 
the area and the last few months had been incredibly emotional for her. 
She shared she had been the only parent who was employed for sev-

Johnny and Cheyenne Deary shop for their five kids with their 
youngest daughter. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

eral months, which was putting her 
and her family in a financial pinch.
“I’m probably going to cry,” Woolem 
said. “It was a struggle to make 
rent this month and I didn’t think 
I was going to be able to get any 
presents. These will be the only 
presents my kids get, but it’s hon-
estly more than enough.”
She said that her 9-year-old would 
be the most excited because he 
was really looking forward to re-
ceiving Christmas gifts. Woolem 
said she was ecstatic he would be 
receiving gifts that he will be inter-
ested in.
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Thank you to the wonderful
individuals of our community who 
support AboutKidz and our mission 
to serve families. Without supporters 
like you, achieving our goal of 
meeting community needs would not 
be possible.

Sincerely,

The AboutKidz Team

Hannah Caspar
Graduation Day 
Director

A parent select a pair of pajamas for her 
child at the pajama station during the 
Christmas Giveaway on Dec. 9, 2022. 
(Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Jessica Stevens, who led the Ros-
eville Walmart location, collects toy 
donations from a woman on her way 
out. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)


