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Packer’s tight end, Josiah Deguara 
reps AboutKidz with custom cleats

Josiah Deguara, tight end for the Green Bay Packers, 
scored his first NFL touchdown on Nov. 21, 2021. (Pho-
to courtesy of Josiah Deguara)

By Ariel Caspar
Newsletter Editor

In November, AboutKidz Executive Director Jeff Pitnikoff received a call 
from Josiah Deguara, tight end for the Green Bay Packers and Sacramento 

native, that he was partici-
pating in the NFL’s annual 
My Cause My Cleats event, 
where players are given the 
opportunity to wear cus-
tomized cleats in honor of a 
chosen cause they want to 
support. In that conversation, 
Deguara revealed he had 
selected AboutKidz to hon-
or and was having custom 
cleats designed for the event.
My Cause My Cleats is an 
annual event put on by the 
NFL during week 13 of the 
season, that allows players 
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The cleats feature a custom design with the AboutKidz logo and 
quotes from the organization’s founder, Mark Tucker. (Photo 
courtesy of Arts Undefined)

Josiah Deguara, wearing the cus-
tom cleats on Lambeau Field during 
the Packers v. Bears game. (Photo 
courtesy of the Deguara Family)

the freedom to wear any cleats they want no matter 
the color or design during their games, in order to 
bring awareness to charities and nonprofits all over 
the country. This event is an exception to the NFL’s 
usual strict rule about what cleats players can wear 
on the field. After the player wears the cleats, they 
are either donated back to the organization or sold 
for auction.
Deguara had the cleats custom designed with the 
AboutKidz colors and logo, with quotes from the 
organization’s founder, Mark Tucker, “Every child 
deserves to have a great first day of school,” and the 
organization’s slogan, “Providing practical needs for 
kids in our community,” on the inside.
During a Sunday sermon at New Life Community 
Church, where the founder of AboutKidz, Mark Tuck-
er is the senior pastor, he joked and told the congre-
gation he had “made it into the NFL,” referring to his 
own quote and name on the cleats Deguara wore on 
the Green Bay Packers Lambeau Field in Wisconsin.
Deguara said AboutKidz was the first organization 
he thought of when making his decision. His father, 
the senior pastor of Real Life Church in Sacramento, 
Dean Deguara, has been previously involved with 
the organization and served on the AboutKidz Board 
for 10 years. He was involved with kicking off the or-

ganization with Tucker in 2011. Deguara spent time 
volunteering for AboutkKidz events as a child and 
teenager.
“It really stood out to me. I wanted to obviously give 
back to my community and I thought that was the 
best way possible, especially being able to partner 
with an organization that I have so many close ties 
with,” Deguara said. “It really jumped off the page.”
He went on to explain that although the organization 
is part of his hometown community, the organization 
should be recognized for its cause and purpose in 
aiding families through its programs, First Day and 
Game Day.
“Obviously what you guys do with the First Day event 
that I was able to be a part of, and just providing so 
many school supplies and opportunities for kids to 
have things that others aren’t able to have just be-
cause of their circumstances,” Deguara said.
He also highlighted the Game Day program and add-
ed, “I was blessed to have everything I needed from 
a sports standpoint, so I want kids to have that same 
experience and be able to partner and help with that 
in a small way,” Deguara shared. “Partnering with 
AboutKidz was a no-brainer.”
Deguara, 24, who attended Folsom High School, 
played college football with Cincinnati and was draft-
ed by the Green Bay Packers in the third round of 
the 2020 NFL Draft, but had a rough first year after 
tearing his ACL in 
his second career 
game. He spent the 
rest of his first sea-
son recuperating 
and getting healthy 
for his next season. 
Despite the injury, 
he’s still grateful 
to be a part of the 
Packers, who have 
made the transition 
into the NFL smooth 
for him.
“The transition has 
been great. I’m re-
ally fortunate to get 
picked up by such a 
great team with such 
great players and 
leaders,” Deguara 
said.

Hometown hero gives 
back through NFL’s 
My Cause My Cleats
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Deguara was featured in a Green Bay Packer’s promotional 
video for My Cause My Cleats where he had the opportunity to 
share with the Packer’s over 5 million followers how AboutKidz 
helps the Sacramento community. (Photo courtesy of the NFL)

He also expressed how amazing it’s been for him to 
feel like he’s really part of the team again and actual-
ly playing in games, after a year of rehabbing.
“Not being able to play last year, obviously every-
body has their journey and that was a a part of my 
journey,” he shared. “It was devastating in the mo-
ment, but it really just made me more grateful for 
the opportunity that I have and I’m just truly blessed 
to be in this position, and I’m just trying to make the 
most of every opportunity that I’m given, while I’m 
able to live out my dream out here.”
Deguara, who is outspoken about his Christian faith, 
said the injury tested his faith, but ultimately grew 
him as an individual. He shared he had read an en-
couraging book by Tony Evans called “Detours: The 
Unpredictable Path to Your Destiny” that gave him a 
new perspective on experiencing hardship.
“I grew my faith a lot during that time, and I didn’t 
only become a better player, but my faith definitely 
grew stronger during that whole time, and I think I’m 
a better person because of it,” Deguara said.
On Nov. 21, Deguara scored his first NFL touchdown 

in a game against the Minnesota Vikings, on a 25-
yard pass from quarterback, Aaron Rodgers. His par-
ents, Dean and Amy Deguara, were in attendance 
to witness the touchdown in person, while the rest of 
his supportive community watched on Sunday Night 
Football.
“I’m definitely blessed with the support of so many 
people. It’s hard to thank each and every person, but 
it truly does mean a lot,” Deguara said. “Any time 
something happens, whether it was getting drafted 
or scoring my first touchdown, I always get an influx 
of texts and calls and I just feel so blessed and over-
whelmed by all of that, to be able to see how many 
people are watching and supporting me.”
On Dec. 12, Deguara’s hometown community rallied 
together to watch the Packers v. Bears game on 
Sunday Night Football, where he wore the custom 
cleats for the event.  
Deguara sent a generous check to AboutKidz as part 
of his participation with My Cause My Cleats, that 
was received in November. The staff were absolutely 
humbled by Deguara’s generosity.
Deguara said it’s always been important to give back 
to his community and to stay in touch with those who 
have shown support.
“I try to give back as much as I can, and obviously 
those people that have helped me along the way, I 
try to stay connected with all of them,” Deguara said. 
“I’m very grateful for where I’ve come from and ev-
eryone in the Sacramento area that has helped me 
get to this point.”
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Christmas Giveaway volunteers wrap gifts for parents at the gift wrapping station during the event at New Life Community Church 
on December 17, 2021. (Photo by Koryn Branson)

By Ariel Caspar
Newsletter Editor

This year’s Great Christmas Giveaway took place 
on Dec. 17 and 18 and assisted over 300 children in 
the Sacramento area. AboutKidz staff and volunteers 
dedicated hours of preparation collecting hundreds 
of toy donations, setting up the toy room, and config-
uring the flow of the event.
The toy room was set up like a store with toys 
grouped by type and age level. During the event, 
parents were guided through the store with a shop-
ping cart and a volunteer helper. Each parent was 
able to receive about eight gifts, a stuffed animal and 
a set of pajamas per child. In addition, AboutKidz 
provided a wrapping station for parents to have their 
gifts wrapped if they so chose.
The Kawanis Club of Orangevale does a children’s 
pajama drive every year and donates what they have 
collected to AboutKidz’s Great Christmas Giveaway 
as an added bonus to what the participants are al-
ready receiving.
Giveaway participant, Jessica Sherren, said that 
the Giveaway significantly helped her minimize the 

stress of the holiday season.
“It was really helpful and I’m really thankful for the 
opportunity, because this year was really stressful, 
and it took a lot of stress off,” she said.
She said she wasn’t expecting it to be in a store-like 
format where she could personally select gifts for 
her children, but she was grateful because she could 
pick out things that her kids really wanted or needed.
She said her and a volunteer had a great conversa-
tion as she was assisting her through the store.
“She just made me feel really welcome and she told 
me to not stress, get a snack and relax. I was in 
tears,” Sherren said.
Her 9-year-old son was diagnosed with epilepsy in 
February 2020, and had a major seizure that put him 
in a coma. Although her son’s condition has gotten 
better, he is still dealing with social issues, and Sher-
ren had to step down from full time to part time work, 
putting a financial strain on the family.
“I really didn’t know how I was going to be able to 
buy them presents, because I haven’t been working 
because of my son,” Sherren shared. “They got more 
than I could have even hoped for.”
A parent who agreed to an interview with the About-

AboutKidz provides gifts to parents for over 
300 children through Christmas Giveaway
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Christmas Giveaway volunteer, Kim Caspar (left), assists a par-
ent with a shopping cart through the toy room during the event 
on Dec. 18, 2021. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

AboutKidz founder, Mark Tucker, assists a parent at 
the pajama station during the Christmas Giveaway 
event on Dec. 17, 2021. (Photo by Joe Arguelles)

Kidz Newsletter, requested to be kept anonymous for personal 
reasons, but had much to say about her great appreciation for 
what the Christmas Giveaway did for her family.
While her gifts were getting wrapped, she said she spoke 
with AboutKidz Program Director Matt Caspar, who showed 
her around the New Life Community Church facility and gave 
her information about the kid’s programs offered and service 
schedules.
“The whole experience of coming to your church and meeting 
such wonderful, loving people that were so happy to help, I 
was just overwhelmed,” she said.
She said that her and her family are currently attending a Slav-
ic church, but her children do not speak the language very well, 
so it’s difficult for them to be taught and connect with others.
“Your church seems like something I would love my kids to be 
a part of, to be a part of a community that really goes out and 
helps the community here,” she shared.
She explained that she appreciated that while other churches 
have a focus on international missions ministry, AboutKidz is 
so intently focused on helping families in its own community, 
and that meant a lot to her during this hectic season.
“You just feel like you’re part of a family,” she said. “The idea of 
Christmas sounds overwhelming, so when I was at your church 
it felt peaceful, it felt calm, it felt joyful … it was something you 
want to feel during Christmas.”

She said that even though a few gifts per child might 
not seem like a lot, she made a point that the most 
valuable gift was being welcomed and treated like 
family. She explained that her kids usually get thrift 
store toys, and it was a blessing to her to be able to 
gift her kids with something brand new.
“It really made the spirit of Christmas feel wonderful, 
that it wasn’t just about the gifts, but it was about 
love and community,” she shared.
She said she makes an effort to raise up gratitude in 
her household.
“I know it takes a lot of work, a lot of money, a lot of 
energy to do this, but it does impact at least in our 
lives, it does make a difference, and the kids really 
feel the joy of Christmas, the reality of what Christ-
mas is,” she said.
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Program Assistant Koryn Branson accepts the $500 check from Casa Roble High School. She is pictured with members of the 
Casa Roble Varsity football team, and Head Coach Chris Horner (right). (Photo courtesy of Koryn Branson)

AboutKidz receives $500 
donation from Casa Roble
By Ariel Caspar
Newsletter Editor

In December, AboutKidz received a surprise $500 
donation from Casa Roble High School, courtesy of 
Chris Horner, head varsity football coach and AVID 
teacher, who has been involved with Casa Roble for 
15 years.
The donation came about when Horner agreed to 
have his football team participate in a local canned 
food drive with Divine Savior Catholic Church in 
Orangevale.
Marcus Arnold, who is a program director with Di-
vine Savior’s canned food drive had gotten Horner 
and his wife involved in other charity events over the 
years. Arnold reached out to Horner to participate in 
the 2021 canned food drive, and Horner agreed with 
a new twist.
“I said we’re gonna make this more interesting and 
we’re going to get Bella Vista and Del Campo in-
volved and the winner is going to get a $500 gift to 
donate to whatever charity they want,” Horner said.
Horner has a long-standing relationship with About-
Kidz Program Assistant Koryn Branson, who he had 
as an AVID student 15 years ago. That relationship 
put AboutKidz on his charity radar, and he decided it 
was the right selection.
Horner and his junior varsity and varsity football 
teams won the canned food drive competition, thus 

opening the door for AboutKidz to receive the $500 
donation.
In addition to Horner’s donation, AboutKidz may be 
receiving some of his AVID students to participate as 
tutors for the Graduation Day program at Northridge 
Elementary School, that offers $500 college schol-
arships for high school students who complete a 
certain amount of tutoring hours throughout the 
academic year.
Horner said his AVID students participated in an 
informational Zoom meeting about volunteering for 
the Grad Day tutoring program and 10 signed up to 
possibly participate. 
Horner said that before the COVID pandemic, AVID 
students were required to complete community 
service hours. He predicts that once restrictions start 
lifting, students will be volunteering again.
“I try to carry off what we do with AVID into our foot-
ball teams, to be active members of the community,” 
Horner said. “With anything, whether you’re a father, 
a coach, a teacher, you try to instill in others what 
you think is important.”
Horner said that volunteering and giving back has 
always been important to his family, and he tries to 
model those values for his AVID students and stu-
dent athletes.
“Nothing bad can come out of helping others and 
being active members of the community,” Horner 
said. “I try to instill that in my students, and try to be 
a positive role model and show them that you can 
get a lot out of helping others.”
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AboutKidz Staff
Thank you to the wonderful
individuals of our community who 
support AboutKidz and our mission 
to serve families. Without supporters 
like you, achieving our goal of 
meeting community needs would not 
be possible.

Sincerely,

The AboutKidz Team

A huge thank you to Kayleighann!

Kayleighann continues to 
help AboutKidz through 
giving
A big thank you to Kayleighann for selecting About-
Kidz to be the recipient of her annual Christmas toy 
drive! Our team has been so blessed by your giving.


