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Local youth volunteer for toy drives

A group of AboutKidz volunteers pictured in front of the Orangevale Walmart from left to right: Cheyenne Deary, Israel Alcudia-Her-
nandez, Armani Perez, Noah Glenn, Stephanie Torres, Jackson Pitnikoff, Miguel Alcudia-Hernandez, Johnny Deary, Shayne Tuck-
er, Jermoni Lindsey, Ariel Perez, Elisa Glenn and Lexi Sivillo. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

By Ariel Caspar
Newsletter Editor

AboutKidz hosted its annual Toy Drives on Nov. 27. 
The donations collected at the Toy Drives aid About-

Kidz significantly with its annual event partnering 
with New Life Community Church, the Great Christ-
mas Giveaway.
This year, AboutKidz had volunteers out at four dif-
ferent Walmarts in the Sacramento area. The Oran-
gevale site was led by New Life Community Church 
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AboutKidz volunteers from left to right, Jacoby Pitnikoff, Linda Curtis, Cynthia 
Kettle and Dean Kettle, handed out flyers and hot chocolate at the Citrus Heights 
Walmart. (Photo by Koryn Branson)

These wooden cars were hand 
made by local craftman, Dave Dun-
can. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Dave and Julie Duncan donated two small 
boxes of handmade wooden toy cars to the Toy 
Drives that will be added to the selection of toys 
for the Great Christmas Giveaway. (Photo by 
Ariel Caspar)

“A lot of these families don’t have a 
strong foundation with financials and 
it’s harder for them during the holidays,” 
Pitnikoff said. “I think it’s awesome how 
we started doing this because it gives 
the kids a little something, probably 
more than they would’ve gotten.”
Julie and Dave Duncan, members of 
the Sacramento community, donated 
handmade wooden toy cars. Dave 
hand makes wooden toys every year 
that he and his wife donate to children’s 
hospitals and local charities around 
Christmastime. 
“We always have believed in giving to 
children,” Julie said. “It’s not their fault 
their parents may be struggling.”
Tucker said that he has always admired

Youth Pastor, Shayne Tucker, who brought a team of youth out to 
collect donations.
Tucker stepped into his pastoral position with New Life at the be-
ginning of October and said that it was a goal of his to get the youth 
involved with community outreaches to teach them the importance 
of serving others.

“It’s definitely a priority that I want 
to make for the high school stu-
dents to understand so as they go 
through life they can continue to get 
involved,” Tucker said.
He explained that his goal is to show 
his youth students through volun-
teering experiences that giving is 
better than receiving.
“I think the practicality of it, start-
ing at a young age of just having a 
servant’s heart; that’s what I’ve been 
trying to tell the students is ‘serve 
with no strings attached,’ so there’s 
no expectation. It’s just to love peo-

ple where they’re at,” Tucker said.
Fifteen-year-old Jackson Pitnikoff, a student who currently attends 
the New Life Youth Group has been volunteering for AboutKidz 
events since he was 6 years old.
“I just love coming out here and supporting AboutKidz. I’ve been do-
ing it for a long time now and it’s for a really good cause,” Pitnikoff 
said. “I like volunteering to help and I like serving the community, 
especially with the church.”
Pitnikoff said as he’s gotten older, he’s grown to understand why 
events like the Toy Drives and Christmas Giveaway are so import-
ant.

AboutKidz’ goal of backing families in 
tough financial situations.
“Christmas is an important time of year, 
for kids especially. It means a lot to 
them to see presents under the tree, 
and just the feeling behind it, the antic-

ipation as it draws near. So for families 
to know an organization is near that 
can help them out with that is an awe-
some thing,” Tucker said.
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Youth volunteers from left to right, Elisa Glenn, Jermoni Lindsey, Lexi Sivillo and Jackson Pitnikoff stand in the entryway to the 
Orangevale Walmart and inform customers about the Toy Drive. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Jackson Pitnikoff, a high school student with the New Life 
Community Church youth group, helps load toys into the trailer. 
(Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Johnny Deary, an adult leader with the New Life Community 
Church high school youth group, helps load toys into the trailer. 
(Photo by Ariel Caspar)
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Volunteer Spotlight: Meet Coach Jessica

Coach Jessica Stevens, pictured with her players from left to right, Ashton-Lei Peterson, Jesus Suastegui, Angel Suastegui, DJ 
Pugh and Jax Enns. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

By Ariel Caspar
Newsletter Editor

Jessica Stevens, Game Day coach and fourth grade 
teacher at Arlington Heights Elementary School, has 
spent the last four years coaching in the AboutKidz 
Game Day Program in partnership with Upward 
Sports. According to its website, Upward Sports is 
a Sacramento organization that partners with other 
churches and organizations to “leverage sports in 
their community.” 
This season, Stevens is coaching the Pelicans, a 
fifth through seventh grade boys team with Derek 
Enns assisting her. After four years of coaching, Ste-
vens has much to reflect on.
“I enjoy watching kids fall in love with the sport and 
become passionate and truly understand the game,” 
Stevens said. “It instills so much on how to be re-
sponsible and how to have good sportsmanship. 
It’s cool to watch those characteristics come out in 
young people as they learn to play the game.”

Stevens said she enjoys getting to work with older 
kids because older kids have a slightly more devel-
oped understanding of the game.
“There’s more of a foundation to go off of,” Stevens 
said. “I feel like I enjoy the time together more be-
cause they already understand their own level in it 
and I feel like you’re able to accomplish more.”
Stevens said as a coach she’s looking forward to 
continuing to teach players that playing sports is not 
just about the element of competitiveness and win-
ning games, but developing character.
Upward Sports’ main goal is to develop young ath-
letes that have awareness of themselves and others. 
They believe that learning how to be a part of a team 
instills strong values that players will take with them 
into their future lives.
“They’re saying we don’t just want to see teams 
compete, but we want to see young athletes devel-
op as humans and connect to real life experiences,” 
Stevens said about Upward Sports. “I’m looking 
forward to seeing them develop and grow outside of 
basketball.”
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Jessica Stevens sits with her team during the mid-practice huddle, where 
she shares lessons with her players on building good character and working 
together as a team. (Photo by Ariel Caspar)

Upward uses a star reward system, where 
after every game, five starts are gifted 
to five highlighted players chosen by the 
coaches. Each star represents a different 
aspect of being on a team and encourages 
the players to think about more than just 
winning.
“When you’re not exposed to those life 
lessons of being on a team and working 
together - [these are] things you have to 
learn eventually. Even if you stop play-
ing sports and you never pick up another 
basketball, you still need to be able to work 
with other people in life,” Stevens said. 
“Providing those opportunities in a neutral 
environment where everyone has their 
best interest at heart, it gives them the 
opportunity to really learn and grow.”

AboutKidz featured on “Pastor to Pastor” seg-
ment on the Word set to air Dec. 15, 18 and 19

On Dec. 2, AboutKidz Executive Director Jeff Pit-
nikoff had the opportuinity to represent AboutKidz 
and New Life Community Church during a pre-re-
corded interview with 710 AM and 105.7 FM The 

Word Sacramento, KFIA on a segment called “Pas-
tor to Pastor” where New Life Community Church 
was highlighted as “Church of the Week.” During the 
interview, Pitnikoff shared on the heart and vision of 
AboutKidz. Pitnikoff’s 25-minute interview will air on 
the Word on Dec. 15, 18 and 19 at 3 p.m., followed 
by a message on Dec. 18 and 19 at 3:30 p.m. The 
interview will be posted onto the Word Sacramento’s 
website on Dec. 13.

(Photo courtesy of Jeff Pitnikoff)
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Meet our Game Day Basketball coaches!

Head Coach Josh Penuel (left)
Assistant Coach Tyler Cummings

The Owls: 1st & 2nd Grade Boys The Hornets: 3rd & 4th Grade Boys

Head Coach Jeremy George (left)
Assistant Coach Johnny Deary

The Jazz: 5th - 7th Grade Boys The Pelicans: 5th - 7th Grade Boys

Head Coach Eric Goward (left)
Assistant Coach Clancy Bird

Head Coach Jessica Stevens
Assistant Coach Derek Enns

Photos by Koryn Branson
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AboutKidz Staff
Thank you to the wonderful
individuals of our community who 
support AboutKidz and our mission 
to serve families. Without supporters 
like you, achieving our goal of 
meeting community needs would not 
be possible.

Sincerely,

The AboutKidz Team

Behind the Scenes: An Inside Look

Who unloads all those toys?
Usually a combination of AboutKidz staff, our pick-
up drivers who bring all the donations to New Life 
Community Church, and other helpful, dedicated 
volunteers put in a group effort to unload every last 
toy.

Where are all those toys stored?

Stage 1

Stage 2

All the volunteers and 
staff unload toys, bikes, 
scooters, skateboards, 
games, etc. into one 
room inside New Life 
Community Church, 
and pile them up in the 
middle, so the walls are 
left bare to construct 
the wooden shelves 
and tables we organize 
all the toys on.

After the shelves 
have been built, 
toys are orga-
nized into cat-
egories by age 
group and type of 
toy to set up the 
“store.”

Photos by Ariel Caspar


