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Micah 4:6-7 
6 In that day, declares the Lord, I will assemble the lame and gather those who have been
driven away and those whom I have afflicted; 7 and the lame I will make the remnant, and
those who were cast off, a strong nation; and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion
from this time forth and forevermore.

Micah describes a glorious rescue that would come to God’s people; a rescue
narrative that continues to this day!

Over 700 years before Jesus was born the Assyrian Empire really put it to The
Israelites. God ordained it to happen as a means of judgment upon His chosen
people. It was so severe the 10 tribes of Israel dispersed, and many united with the
little clan called Judah (1 Chronicles 9:3). The Babylonians eventually conquered
the Assyrians and would go on to invade Jerusalem, destroying the city and
temple, and taking God’s people captive Judah for 70 years! Micah prophesied
about this over 100 years before it happened! 

Yet Micah conveys a message that God would rescue them, and He continues to
do so for His people  – 2 Timothy 4:18 “The Lord will rescue me from every evil
deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom.” We continue to live is
God’s rescue story.

I. The Grace of God in Gathering. Vv. 6-8 
In that day, declares the Lord, I will assemble the lame and gather those who have been
driven away and those whom I have afflicted; 7 and the lame I will make the remnant, and
those who were cast off, a strong nation; and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion
from this time forth and forevermore.

“In that day” - verse 2 describes this as the latter days. This ‘day’ should be
interpreted historically, presently, and futuristically. 

Micah is giving encouragement to the remnant, God’s chosen people, that they
will be rescued - that God would remain faithful to His promises to 
Abraham (His decedents would be innumerable) and to David (that his 
throne will be everlasting). They had to trust in God’s promises, and so do we!

With judgement on the horizon it didn’t seem too hopeful for the people of God.
Micah is calling them to “take heart,” a statement Jesus often made during His
ministry (to the paralytic, to the woman’s with blood issue, to the disciples when
Jesus walked on water, to the apostles in the Upper Room, the night before He was
crucified) - Take heart. God is with you. 

Micah conveys the rescuing heart of God > The Lord would come to their rescue.
Yet we read this through the lens of Christ; spiritually God has rescued the
lame, the afflicted, the outcasts, and made us a strong nation > 
1 Peter 2:9 a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own

possession…”

The Lord will always gather people until all His sheep are brought into the fold.
John 10:16  “I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also,

and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.”
Additionally, Romans 11:24 alludes to many Jews being saved before Jesus fully
establishes His kingdom on earth. “If you [Gentiles] were cut from what is by
nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree,
how much more will these [Jews] the natural branches, be grafted back into their
own olive tree.” 

A. God alone has the ability save His people:
Only God can break our captivity sin-chains! Anyone who has experienced the
forgiveness of sins understands JESUS did it ALL. The apostle John wrote, “To all
who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh,

nor of the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12-13

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. He sought after His people and bought
them by virtue of  His cross. The gospel is good news because, though we are all
sinners, Jesus was not. And though sin separates us from a holy and just God,
Jesus became our substitute on the cross, and through faith in Him we are
reconciled back to God. Only Jesus can save. No other god, no good behavior, no
benevolence can pay our sin debt. Only Jesus.

B.  God saves the needy: 18th century hymn “Come ye sinners, poor and needy,
weak and wounded, sick and sore. Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love
and power.”  

Everyone needs salvation in Christ. The remnant (V.7) multiplies! It multiplies
like the stars of heaven or the sand on the sea-shore. They are not wise from a
worldly perspective, not powerful, not of noble birth > They are the low, despised,
afflicted, bruised and lame (1 Corinthians 1:26). 



C. They are happy to call the LORD their King. 
Verse 7 “The LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion from this time forth and
forevermore.”

Praise the Lord, Christ is King, He reigns!

God would bring Judah back to his homeland (Zion). The Lord would rule over
them and, His rule would be forever. In other words, the promise remains and the
fulfillment of this is seen in the rule and reign of Jesus over His bride. Micah 5:2
conveys the place the Messiah would be born and the rule He would have. 

He reigns over the Israel of God. He rules over The Church-Mount Zion today.
Consequently, through the preaching of the gospel on this side of the world, there
remains an extension of His kingdom. His scepter goes forth by His Word and His
gospel. 
 
The angel to Mary, “You will conceive in your womb and bear a Son, and you
shall call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most

High. And the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His father David and He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no
end.” 

Today Jesus occupies the throne of David. 

Paul wrote that  “He must reign until The Lord has put all His enemies under His

feet” (1 Corinthians 15:25). “Hallelujah, For the Lord our God the
Almighty reigns.” (Revelation 19:6)

Does He reign over your heart today? Is Christ the King over your actions,
attitude, behavior, character, family? May we crown Him as Lord over all! 

Verse 8 “And you, O tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you shall it
come, the former dominion shall come, kingship for the daughter of Jerusalem.”

Dominion and kingship would return to the tower of the flock, i.e. Jerusalem.
Dominion and kingship had departed by the Babylonian takeover. Judah had no
king. Yet, the Lord would keep His promise. Dominion would return. Today Jesus
has dominion and authority over His bride, the church.  

I. The Grace of God in Gathering.
II. The Goodness of God in Redeeming. Vv.9-10
9 Now why do you cry aloud? Is there no king in you? Has your counselor perished,
that pain seized you like a woman in labor? 10 Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, like a
woman in labor, for now you shall go out from the city and dwell in the open country;
you shall go to Babylon. There you shall be rescued; there the LORD will redeem you from
the hand of your enemies.

You get the idea, they would lose heart. Their discouragement led to forgetting the
sovereign God who rules. Though their earthly kings may be no more, God
remains King, He still reigns. They still had the wonderful Counselor, a Mighty
God, and a Prince of Peace with them!  (Isaiah 9:6).

These verses convey their captivity would not be trouble-free by any means. It
would be gut-wrenching to leave their homeland which would be torn asunder. 

What dreadful words – “You shall go to Babylon”
What gracious words – “There you shall be rescued!” Praise God! 

In the same way...

What dreadful words - “You are sinful and a terrible judgment awaits you.”
What glorious words - “Jesus took the judgment, repent and believe.”

What a glorious redemption!

Galatians: “God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law,  to redeem

those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” and,
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.”

“Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it, redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 
redeemed through His infinite mercy, His child and forever I am.”

“Babylon is bad news, but it is precisely there that deliverance will begin. Who
would ever have thought that ‘There Yahweh will redeem you.’”     Dale Ralph
Davis, Micah study Commentary



III. The Glory of God in Delivering. Vv. 11-13 
11 Now many nations are assembled against you, saying, “Let her be defiled, and let our
eyes gaze upon Zion.” 12 But they do not know the thoughts of the Lord; they do not
understand His plan, that He has gathered them as sheaves to the threshing floor.

1 Corinthians 2:16 “Who has understood the mind of the Lord as to instruct Him?”

But we have the mind of Christ.” 

“The thoughts of God are known to us who are taught in His school. The counsel
of God is not hidden, it is revealed to us in His Word.” He goes on to write,
“Whenever our enemies exceed us in strength and number, let us learn to arise to
that secret counsel of God Micah speaks of, and then it will be easy for us to
regard a vast multitude to be no more than a handful.” John Calvin

The enemy was but a bundle of sheaves that would get threshed out. John the
Baptist used this word picture to describe the ministry of Jesus, “His winnowing

fork is in His hand, to clear His threshing floor and to gather the wheat into His

barn, but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.” John 3:17

The Lord delivers! 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego > How did they answer the Babylonian King
before going into the furnace? “God is able to deliver!” > “He will deliver us out
of your hand, O king.” And whether or not He delivers we’re not going to serve
your puny gods or worship that ugly gold idol of yours.

Verse 13 
Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion, for I will make your horn iron, and I will
make your hoofs bronze; you shall beat in pieces many peoples; and shall
devote their gain to the Lord, their wealth to the Lord of the whole earth.

Ours is the victory, therefore, arise and thresh dear Christian!
Arise and thresh to the glory of God. 
Keep persevering. Keep praying. Keep worshiping. Keep praying. 
Arise and come out of Babylon. 
Arise and come out of your sin, shame. 
Arise and flee to Christ our Jerusalem. 

God is still bringing people out of sinful ‘Babylon!’  

Bible Commentator Dale Davis shares the following in His commentary on
Micah about the revival on the Isle of Lewis (1949). “There was a well-known
free church elder who was completely opposed to the revival. He had prayed for
revival to come, but of course (in his opinion) it could not come through the
church of Scotland! Yet much of it did. What does one do when revival comes in
the ‘wrong’ place? What does one do when deliverance begins in what is
apparently the ‘wrong’ place? Welcome it and rejoice! This word isn’t only for the
people of Judah. There may be some of you who know you have blatantly
hardened your heart against God’s ways and the Spirit’s pleas, who have blocked
your ears so you wouldn’t hear the commands of Christ; you rationalize your
disobedience so you could go your own way. And God has allowed your rebellion
to bear its bitter fruit. He has, in a sense, brought you to ‘Babylon.’ And now
what? It may be that, like the prodigal in a far country, He has brought you to the
end of yourself. Well, you can repent in ‘Babylon.’ You can say in this bleak,
homeless, strange and unwelcome place, I am going to submit to Yahweh’s rule;
I’m going to ask Him to make me His servant again, and I will live under the sway
of Jesus whether He changes my circumstances or not. God has a knack for
beginning deliverance in Babylon.” 

Prayer
“Grant, Almighty God, that since under the guidance of Thy Son we have been
united together in the body of Thy church, which has been so often scattered and
torn apart, grant, that we may continue in the unity of faith, and perseveringly
fight against all the temptations of this world, and never deviate from the right
course, whatever new troubles may daily arise: and though we are exposed to
many deaths, let us not be seized with fear, such as may extinguish in our hearts
every hope; but may we, on the contrary, learn to raise up our eyes and minds, and
all our thoughts, to Thy great power, by which you make the dead alive and raise
from nothing things which are not, so that though we may be daily exposed to ruin,
our souls may ever aspire to eternal salvation, until thou at length really show
Thyself to be the fountain of life, when we shall enjoy that endless felicity, which
has been obtained for us by the blood of your only begotten Son, our Lord. Amen”
- John Calvin


