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“Coming to the end of yourself”  means one is utterly powerless on their
own > They have nothing of themselves to offer > For the Christian it’s to
be dependent upon God. 

Nicodemus, John 3 Trusting in the system, morality, the Law. “Ye’ must be
born again.”
Jairus, ruler of the synagogue > his daughter was deathly ill, in desperation
said to Jesus “come and lay your hands on my girl.” 
Paul, as a missionary > “we felt we had the sentence of death, but it was to
make us rely of God, not man.”

Micah 5:2 mentions the Christ as Ruler; to be born in Bethlehem and a
Shepherd to His people. According to verse 5 He would bring peace to His
people > Yet as the chapter continues we see the Lord doing even more! 

I.  The Dew of Grace Vv.7-9
7 Then the remnant of Jacob shall be
    in the midst of many peoples
like dew from the Lord,
    like showers on the grass,
which delay not for a man
    nor wait for the children of man.
8 And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the nations,
    in the midst of many peoples,
like a lion among the beasts of the forest,
    like a young lion among the flocks of sheep,
which, when it goes through, treads down
    and tears in pieces, and there is none to deliver.
9 Your hand shall be lifted up over your adversaries,
    and all your enemies shall be cut off.

God’s remnant are not worthless scraps > they are the apple of His eye >
Noah and His family. Remember Elijah? He assumed he was the only one
alive who loved God yet was told 7,000 had not bowed the knee to Baal (1

Kings 19:18) > Those who belong to God are indeed His ‘remnant’ >
chosen by grace (Romans 11).

Verse 7 is an imagery of God’s people being nurtured like grass, which is
fed only by dew. This is a picture of provision, refreshment, and growth! 
This is not God’s people merely surviving, but thriving. 

God’s Church has been up against quite a bit throughout the ages, yet
has remained steadfast > Paganism, Secularism, Feminism, wicked
philosophies and ideologies; the church has been the object of ridicule,
mockery, slander and reproach. Yet we have remained more than
conquerors! 

Sadly there have been times in which professing Christians have attempted
to butter up to “TEAM WORLD.” Their love letter to the world goes like
this > “We are friends, please like us.” Recently, media advertisements were
sent across the nation called 
“He gets us,” a multimillion dollar advertising attempt, appealing to
Americans to basically “consider Jesus” because He’s woke migrant too.
This is utter non-sense.  Christians don’t need to act desperate because
we aren’t desperate. We are a peculiar people, not being conformed to the
world but being renewed by the gospel of Christ.

Reality is, we are not up against the world. The world is up against God >
And we too were once in that position…but God! 
The Lord subdued us, regenerated us, converted and transformed us.

What about the lion in verse 8? I believe it is safe to say that God’s people
are a powerhouse in this world: God works in and through His people with
great power. No, we are not cruel nor violent, but we do work to suppress
enemy tactics and pursue righteousness.

We just keep plodding away week after week, month after month, year after
year, decade after decade, century after century, millennium after
millennium > the bride of Christ continues to trust, continues to proclaim,
continues to take her stand, and continues to advance, Keeping our eyes on
Christ > that’s the Church, that’s those before us and those after us.

Hebrews 2:8 The Father “put everything in subjection under His feet and
left nothing outside His control.”



II. The Destruction of Idols Vv.10-15

10 And in that day, declares the Lord,
    I will cut off your horses from among you
    and will destroy your chariots;
11 and I will cut off the cities of your land
    and throw down all your strongholds;
12 and I will cut off sorceries from your hand,
    and you shall have no more tellers of fortunes;
13 and I will cut off your carved images
    and your pillars from among you,
and you shall bow down no more
    to the work of your hands;
14 and I will root out your Asherah images from among you
    and destroy your cities.
15 And in anger and wrath I will execute vengeance
    on the nations that did not obey.

By God’s grace He doesn’t just leave us as thriving Lions; He gives us
grace to address issues of our heart! 

Notice the repetition of the term “Cut off” > This is the Lord removing all
the devices that might bring glory to self.
Geneva Study Bible: “He will destroy all things in which we put our

confidence, such as vain self-reliance and idolatry.”

Considering verse 10, we too have our “chariots and horses!” This is one
reason many loathe salvation in Christ alone. They love their chariots! They
adore their horses of good works, efforts, and benevolence. They hate the
idea of God breaking their beloved chariots and setting free their horses
of pietism. But remember, it’s all of grace! 

 “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
Ephesians 2:8-9 “He saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of
our works but because of His own purpose and grace, which he gave us in
Christ Jesus before the ages began,” 2 Timothy 1:9.

Psalm 20,  “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: But we will
remember the name of the Lord our God.”

One commentator wrote the church will have to “trust Yahweh alone, for He
will totally eliminate all their favorite safety devices and level every
cherished place of refuge.” Dale Ralph Davis

Considering verse 14

- Asherah was the “moon goddess” > goddess of fornication and war.
- She was worshiped by pagans before and after Israel came into promised
land > They Didn’t complete their conquest.
- Her image was carved into wood, hence the word ‘groves’ in some
translations.
- There were priests and temples dedicated to Asherah.
- Even Jews became ensnared to her! One of Israel’s kings, Manasseh,
placed the image in the temple (2 Kings 21:7)!
- Deuteronomy 16:21 “You shall not plant any tree as an Asherah beside the
altar of the Lord your God that you shall make.”
- In times of revival, Asherah poles were cut down (Gideon in Judges 6,
kings Asa and Josiah chopped down Asherah’s) 

With that said, our hearts are “idol factories.” They are easily manufactured
in our hearts and imaginations. They seek to kick Christ off the throne of our
heart and take control. They must be rooted out, which is not always easy, is
it? 

What do we need: 4 things:

1. Awareness of various idols. 
Idols of the heart can entail any of the following  spouses, children, careers,
church, relationships, looks, health, finances, pleasure, sexuality, hobbies,
athletics, technology, intellect, knowledge, politics, preachers, joy, unity >
all of which are good.

Problem is when a good thing become a God-things.



 “It Might be an Idol” 

A.  If ‘It’ ruins your day if it fails (Sports team losing /Politician not getting
elected) 

-B. If ‘It’ MUST bow and cater to my needs (church must have this for my
family or else or, children must meet my expectations or else.  

C. If my life will be in shambles without it. (that house, that career, that
body shape)

D. If ‘It’ has become the sole basis for my happiness > “I’m happy when
you’re happy” - making others happy becomes the basis for personal
happiness.

Idols are scattered all over the table of our hearts >  What if Jesus came and
turned the table over? Might it hurt? Might it get us upset? Possibly > but
He gives us a new table with better things. 

2. Repentance: Proverbs 28:13 He who confesses and forsakes sin will
obtain mercy.” “His kindness leads us to repentance (Rm 2)

3. Forgiveness: 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to
forgive and cleanse.” He forgives idol factories. 

4. Grace to proceed: Grace teaches us to renounce…

1 John 5:21 (closing of letter, last verse) “little children, keep yourself from
idols.

Jesus lived that we might know and love God.
Jesus died that we might be forgiven
Jesus was raised that we too might rise to meet Him one day > Trust Him,
and Him alone, for all you need. 


