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Micah 5:2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
    one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
    from ancient days.

French Lick, Indiana produced Larry Bird, the great Hall of Fame
basketball player. Who would have thought! Obscure little town. 

From Bethlehem would come forth the Messiah-Ruler, King Jesus >
Who would have thought! 

While a child His father Joseph was warned in a dream to flee so the family
of three headed to Egypt and eventually made their way back to Nazareth.
We don’t know if Jesus ever revisited his birthplace of Bethlehem. Scripture
does not say.

The most notable people that Bethlehem played a role was Rachel, Jacobs
wife, who was buried there, and David who would later on be born there. 
Joshua 15 gives a list of cities Judah was allotted upon entering the
Promised Land. About 100 places are mentioned, but  not Bethlehem > not
because it didn’t exist or not allotted to Judah, but that is was so obscure!

In the gospel of Matthew, after Herod (king of the Jews) heard about the
Magi seeking after the Messiah. He called in the religious leaders and asked
one question, WHERE? Where was He to be born > They quoted from
Micah 5:2.

This is perhaps the most Messianic passage of Scripture in the book of
Micah, a passage that conveys tremendous foreshadowing’s of Jesus. This
prophecy wouldn’t be fulfilled for another 600+years.

I. Jesus is The Eternal King-Ruler Over the Nations. Vv.1-3
1 Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops;
    siege is laid against us;
with a rod they strike the judge of Israel
    on the cheek.
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
    one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
    from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time
    when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
    to the people of Israel.

The Messiah came from the tribe of Judah. Matthew gives the famous
genealogy beginning with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah from them David,
amd eventually Josiah, and eventually Joseph whose wife gave birth to
Jesus.

Isaiah 11:1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch from his roots shall bear fruit.” > He would descend from Judah.

Judah, the troubled man: He concocted the plan to sell Joseph off to
Egyptians, he married a Canaanite (had a few sons, one was evil, and God
put him to death. The other son was given his wife but he intentionally
prevented her from getting pregnant so God took him out). Judah sinfully
fornicated with a prostitute (so he thought); unbeknownst to him was his
widowed daughter in law disguising herself! He got her pregnant (with
twins)! Eventually moved to Egypt with his brothers (Genesis 38).

HIS DAD JACOB BLESSED HIM ABOVE AND BEYOND > We too
are undeserving sinners > Great sinners with a Great Savior.

The Blessing Jacob gave to Judah, (Genesis 49:8-10) “Your brothers shall
praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your father's
sons shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my
son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a
lioness; who dares rouse him? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor



the ruler's staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him
shall be the obedience of the peoples.” 

Revelation speaks of Jesus as the Lion of the tribe of Judah and He will
rule them with a rod of iron. The scepter He holds today! 

How does He rule… 1. He rules in providence Proverbs 21:1 “The king’s
heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever he
will.” 2. He rules over all decision making; Seen in Acts 4:27-28
regarding the death of His Son > They carried out what God’s plan had
predestined to take place. 3. He rules in our hearts by faith > Colossians 3
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. 

Paul describes Jesus as being the head of all rule and authority. 

Micah 5:2 “His coming forth is from old from ancient days” 
What did Jesus tell the unbelieving Jews, accusing Him of having a demon?
> “Before Abraham was I AM.” 

Hebrews refers to Him as “The radiance of the glory of God and exact
imprint of God’s nature”…Paul refers to Him as “The image of the invisible
God, the firstborn over all creation, by Him all things exists.” Apostle John
wrote “In the beginning was the Word, the word was with God and is God.”

Micah 5:3 This is one of those “in the meantime” verses. Until the Messiah
came, the Lord would “give them up.” They would be persecuted and struck
down but never fully forsaken by God> He still had a remnant mentioned in
this chapter, and previous chapters. God would carry out His justice.

Micah 5:3 “until the time when she who is in labor has given birth” (Most
likely prophesying about the mother of the Messiah, Mary). 

Isaiah 7:14 The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

Micah 5:3  “Then the rest of his brothers (Jesus’) shall return to the people
of Israel.” 

Hebrews 2 He is not ashamed to call us brothers and, “He had to be made
like His brothers in every way.” (Hebrews 2:11-12,17)

“He is not some isolated Messiah – He has ‘brothers’. Jesus seems to revel
in being joined to His people in this way (cf Romans 8:29; Hebrews 2:11-
12, 17). He is not only a saving, but a social Messiah.” Dale Ralph Davis,
Micah study commentary

What an Elder Brother He is! A merciful Brother, a helpful Brother, a
listening Brother, a supportive Brother, a corrective Brother, a forgiving
Brother. 

2. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who leads us in paths of grace. 

Micah 5: 4-5a And He shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of
the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall
dwell secure, for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth.
5 And He shall be their peace.

It had been many years since the people of God had a strong leader > David
was 300-400 years prior, Hezekiah a few decades before this. Josiah would
become a good king for them, but they all paled in comparison to the King
Micah describes. 

Micah describes how the Messiah would shepherd His flock: in strength and
majesty of the Lord. Infinite strength and majesty! Jesus is the mighty
Savior > Stronger than any god, any angel, any evil. He is incapable of
weakness. 

Micah speaks of Him as a Shepherd. 

Matthew Poole  (17th century), “The Messiah the Ruler, who stands and
feeds in the strength of the Lord. Shall be the peace, which is promised to
and expected by the people of God, all their preservation and deliverances
are not only for the sake, but effected by the power, of the Messiah.”

John 10:27-30  27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one
will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's
hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”



Matthew Poole (17th century), “All power in heaven and earth was given to
Christ our Mediator, who being eternal God, of equal power with His
Father, does in His own strength overcome all enemies, removes all
difficulties, gathers and governs His church, and will do so to the end of the
world.” 

Micah prophesied that He would be great! Indeed He is! > He is great in
love, great in mercy, great in pardon, great in kindness.  

III. Jesus is the Preserver and Deliverer of His Church.  Vv.5-6

Micah 5:5-6 When the Assyrian comes into our land
    and treads in our palaces,
then we will raise against him seven shepherds
    and eight princes of men;
6 they shall shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword,
    and the land of Nimrod at its entrances;
and he shall deliver us from the Assyrian
    when he comes into our land
    and treads within our border.

This is a picture of God’s people rising to defend the truth of God >
This is the church courageous and Mighty. A church ready to go to war
against the enemies of our Sovereign. Not of violence but with the sword of
truth and gospel.  

We have a promise that hell’s gates will not prevail against us > but hell
will try its best > via politics, government, communism, socialism, schisms
from within, false teaching, false prophets > Satan disguises himself as a
angel of light > They’ll all fail.

“This prophecy is not to be confined to that short time; for the prophet
speaks generally of the preservation of the Church before as well as after the
coming of Christ; as though [Micah] said, “I have said that the King, who
shall be born to you, and shall go forth from Bethlehem, shall be your peace;
before He shall be revealed to the world, God will gather His church, and
their shall emerge as from a dead body princess as well as shepherds, who
will repel unjust violence and subdue the Assyrians.” Calvin

The Lord will always have boots to the ground servants who walk in the
truth and push back against enemy forces.  

Regarding these ‘seven’ and ‘eight’ Calvin wrote, “The Lord will endue
many by His Spirit, that they shall be suddenly wise men: though before they
were in no repute, though they possess nothing worthy of great men, yet the
Lord will enrich them with the spirit of power, that they shall become fit to
rule.”

The seven and eight mentioned here may be referencing God raising up His
people to stand firm in the truth, and that’s what we do!

King David, Psalm 24: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O
ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is this King of
glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! Lift up
your heads, O gates! and lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of
glory may come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the
King of glory! 

The King of glory is Jesus > He went to battle against enemy on our behalf.
He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered, was dead and buried;
three days later He rose again. And He will come again to judge the living
and the dead. Place your faith in Him today. Cry out to Him for your
salvation. A broken and contrite heart He will not turn away. Amen. 

As you meditate on this passage, let us not forget the Lord’s Supper. This is
His supper. What does He do here? He is at the head of the table and as
Shepherd, He feeds us. He is our nourishing king.




