
This Week’s Calendar 
Today:        
  8:30 a.m.  Choir  -  sanctuary 
  9:30 a.m.  Worship   
10:30 a.m.  Fellowship / Refreshments -  narthex 
10:45 a.m.  Route 2G  -  basement 
10:45 a.m.  MS/HS youth class  -  The Rock 
10:45 a.m.  1000 Gifts class  -  room 201 
10:45 a.m.  Faith class  - room 203 

 
Monday: 

 6:00 p.m.  SPRC   -  room 201 
 7:00 p.m.  Nehemiah Group  -  The Rock 
 

 
Tuesday: 

  9:45 a.m.  Prayer Group  -  narthex 
   
                 
Wednesday: 

  7:00 a.m.  Men’s care group  -  Carol Ann’s back room 
  6:30 p.m.  JAM  -  basement classrooms 
  6:30 p.m.  Middle School youth group  -  The Rock 
  6:45 p.m.  Bells  -  sanctuary 
  7:00 p.m.  Bluestreak Bag packing  -  fellowship hall 
  7:45 p.m.  High School youth group  -  The Rock 
 
 

Thursday: 

  7:00 p.m.  Grace small group  -  The Rock 
  
  
Friday: 

  7:00 p.m.  Fridays@TheRock  (high school) 
 
  
Next Sunday:   
  8:30 a.m.  Bells  -  sanctuary 
  9:30 a.m.  Worship   
10:30 a.m.   Fellowship / Refreshments -  narthex 
10:45 a.m.   Route 2G  -  basement 
10:45 a.m.   MS/HS youth class  -  The Rock 
10:45 a.m.  1000 Gifts class  -  room 201 
10:45 a.m.   Faith class  - room 203 
  5:00 p.m.  Confirmation class  -  The Rock 

 

 

Prayer Requests: Karen Grieser, Richard Bernath, 
Anna Funk, Kathie Weaver (Connie Nicolen’s sister), 
Renee VonDeylen, Evelyn Rubash (Myrna Wyse’s 
mother). Prayer requests can be written on the tear-off 

response card attached to your bulletin, and left in the 

offering plate) 

Welcome to the 

 Archbold United Methodist Church 
401 Ditto Street  Archbold, OH  43502   419-445-5566 

                           www.archboldmethodist.org 

Serving Today: 
    

Sound/Video Engineers:     Matt Slawinski, Julie Brink 
Pianists:                             Susie Slawinski, Cindy Rose                         

Liturgist:                                                 Diane Tinsman                                        

Children’s Moments:                             Diane Tinsman         
Nursery Today:                                Rob & Emily Short         
Nursery Next Sunday:                  Vaughn & Liz Bentz             

AUMC Staff: 
 

Lead Pastor:                                       Pastor Jim Nathan 

Director of Music Ministries:               Susie Slawinski 
Director of Christian Education:              April Simon 
Office Manager:                                              Sue Short 
Ministers:                                                   Congregation 

       Sunday, October 1, 2017 

Altar flowers today are in memory of Kathryn Christy 
and are given by Tom and Barb Lauber, and Howard 
and Dee Howlett. 

New Address:  Mary Alice Clair moved to the assist-
ed living facility at Genacross Lutheran Services 
(formerly The Lutheran Home) in Napoleon on Friday, 
September 29th.   Since she is struggling to use her 
cell phone, her number will soon be disconnected.  
Cards and letters are greatly appreciated!  Please keep 
Mary Alice in your prayers as she adjusts to this transi-
tion.  Her new mailing address is: 
 
1032 South Perry Street 
Apt 314 
Napoleon, OH  43545 



Last Week’s Attendance:  122 

Children’s Moments volunteers  are needed for this 
fall.  If you’d like to take a Sunday (or two!) contact 
coordinator, Gloria Wagner in person or via email 
(gloria_huffman@hotmail.com)    

This Week’s Birthdays: 
 

Today:    Marlin Gearig     
Thurs:     Austin Schaffner, Jeff Theobald 
Fri:          Myrna Wyse 

Altar Flowers:  Contact the office if you’d like to 
provide flowers for a Sunday morning, in order to 
make sure no one else has already signed up for 
the Sunday you have chosen.  You may either 
bring the flowers in yourself early on Sunday 
morning, or have the florist deliver them.  A Fresh 
Cut Florist in downtown Archbold has a church 
key and will deliver them on Saturday. 

Women’s Fellowship Upcoming Events:  Mark your 
calendars and plan to join us!  Contact Cathy Laub or 
Jami Nathan for questions.   A schedule for Women’s 
activities for the year is available at the Welcome Cen-
ter. 
 

-Tues, October 10th @ 1:30pm:  Bingo at Fairlawn 
(blue dining room) 
 

-Mon, November 6th @ 7:00pm:  Parlor Auction  

Scheduling a meeting or event?  Please contact the 
church office to confirm that the date, time, and loca-
tion is available.  There are often multiple groups us-
ing the church building and The Rock nearly every 
day of the week.  Thanks for your help! 

Upcoming Concert:  David Phelps will be in concert 
on Saturday, September 30th at 7:00pm in Lima.  
Susie Slawinski is working to get a group to go to-
gether.  Contact her regarding tickets.  419-789-1193 

Save those tins!  Cyndi Cassidy is collecting small 
metal tins (the kind that mints like Altoids come in) to 
make a new activity for the “Mini-Methodist Busy 
Bags.”  Give your tins to Cyndi, or leave them on the 
bookshelf in the room at the back of the sanctuary. 

Coming Soon!   
 

-The annual Charge Conference will be held on 
Sunday, October 22nd at 3:00pm at Christ UMC in 
downtown Wauseon. 
 

-A new church photo directory is being planned.  
More information and signing up for time slots has 
begun each Sunday in the narthex.  Photos will be 
taken at the end of October. 

 

A new adult Sunday School class will begin on Sunday September 24th     

running up to Thanksgiving.  We will be using a DVD Bible study by 
author Ann Voskamp, based on her best-selling book: “One Thousand 
Gifts.”  In this study, Ann encourages participants to take on the life-
changing discipline of journaling God's gifts—to find the good in life in 
all circumstances. It’s only in this expression of gratitude for the life we 
already have, that we discover the life we've always wanted … a life we 
can take, give thanks for, and use to serve others. In it, we come to feel 
and know the impossible right down to our core: We are wildly loved by 
God.  Embark on this personal, honest and fresh exploration of what it 
means to be deeply fulfilled, wholly happy, and fully alive. 
                                                                                                                 

Sessions include:  
 

1. Attitude of Gratitude 
2. Grace in the Moment 
3. All Is Grace 
4. Trust: The Bridge to Joy 
5. Empty to Fill 

 

The class will meet in Room 201 from 10:45 to 11:30 on 
Sunday mornings.  Contact Sandy Surfus (419-445-3565) 
if you have questions.  Sandy will also be available in the 
narthex before and after worship to give more information 
about the class. 



Connect with AUMC:  “Like” our Facebook  
page to keep updated with the latest happenings 
and photos.   

https://www.facebook.com/archboldumc 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Church is not a store:  While there are different 
brands (denominations) that cater to various practice 
preferences, those variations are based upon deep theo-
logical practices.  They are set and principled and gener-
ally not up to interpretation within the setting of the con-
gregation.  By-in-large, the Wesleyan denominations are 
known as the free-will, sacramental, mission and service
- minded, educated churches.  That is not to say that we 
are better than some other congregation that has differ-
ent emphasizes, just that they are different.  We don’t 
compete,  and we all seek to celebrate and worship God 
in our own way.  We seek to deepen personal relation-
ship for individuals on a pathway toward discipleship.  
That is the primary goal and it supersedes any desire to 
cater to individual wants or desires. 
 
The Church is more like a bank:  We are about invest-
ments.  The more you personally invest, the more you 
will receive in return.  We (United Methodists) have 
adopted five fruitful practices (fruitful specifically 
meaning growth for the individual as well as the congre-
gation): Passionate Worship, Radical Hospitality, Risk-
Taking Mission, Intentional Faith Development and Ex-
travagant Generosity.  It is our hope and expectation that 
has people pour themselves into the WHOLE of those 
five tasks, and that they grow in their personal walk with 
God.  And, as more of the congregation pours itself into 
the WHOLE of those five tasks, that the congregation 
will grow. 
 
The Church is not a democracy:  On occasion, we do 
take votes on things.  We may even circulate a survey 
sometimes. But, we know going into these things that 
people respond to surveys by what would be best or ide-
al, and not generally in line with what they will actually 
do.  We are clergy-led and lay driven.  The clergy lead 
the Church.  The clergy, called by God, held in check by 
the Discipline, answerable to the Conference (not the 
congregation),  leads the church.  The laity drive the 
church.  My main purpose, as clergy, is to empower 
members of the congregation in ministry.  I give them 
authority, mentor and work with them in organizing 
structure and programing, and affirm the decisions they 
make and the work that they do. 
 

The Church is about moving forward!  All things in 
creation are meant to be on a continuum.  Sometimes, 
growing, things need to be pruned. And, to allow for 
planting, other things need to be plowed under.  It is no 
different if we are talking about the denomination, or the 
individual congregation, or the individual member.  Our 
congregation has been through its share of transition for 
a few years, and I am afraid that will not change in the 
near future.  Our Leadership team is being discipled to 
be leaders within the church. Our teams and committees 
are being given the resources and empowerment to do 
their work to serve the congregation.  And, all of this 
transition is meant to bring us to a place of being on our 
best footing for whatever transition may come from the 
denomination in the next couple of years. 
 
All of this is meant to say – as we move forward (as in 
previous times), my door is open to answer your ques-
tions and concerns, and to talk through the issues. But, 
we are moving forward.   

 
 

See ya in Church!  

 Pastor Jim 

In Other Words… 

Community Meal helpers needed:  The UMM 
are responsible for the Community Meal at Zion 
on Tuesday, October 10th, from 5:00-6:00pm.  
Sign up at the Welcome Center to cook, serve, 
interact, clean up, or provide brownies or cookies. 

Readings of the Pastor: 
 

Floodgates, by Sue Nilson Kibbey 
A History of God, by Karen Armstrong 



For those who enjoy a variety of 
crafting hobbies—crocheting, knitting, 
scrapbooking, etc.—Let’s create 
something new . . . A TIME FOR US 
TO SPEND TOGETHER!  On 
Sunday, October 15th come join 
other crafters for a light lunch and 
some time to work on one of your 
projects.  Whatever it is . . . Bring your 
supplies and your project to work on 
with other crafters for a delightful 
afternoon.  We will begin after the 
Sunday school hour down in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Questions?  Just ask 
Jami Nathan 

Flood Buckets:  Supplies are being collected to send to 
the victims of hurricane flooding.  Stop by the table in 
the narthex and pick up a “cleaning list” and/or a 
“hygiene list” of items needed.  See Jami Nathan for 
questions. 

A letter to the Congregation: 

 

Dear AUMC Church Family,   
 
Many of you know that in addition to being your office manager, I am also very active at my own church, Zion 
Mennonite.  Our congregation has been working to transition from a “Lead Pastor and Associate Pastor” model, 
into a “Pastoral Team” model of leadership.  We recently hired an additional full time staff person, and are in a 
process of discernment to look for two part time persons to complete a team of four.  During the past few 
months, I have been interviewed several times, and I preached on a Candidate Sunday on September 17th.   Last 
Sunday, September 24th, I was affirmed by vote of the congregation to become a member of the pastoral team at 
Zion Mennonite Church. 
 
For those who do not know me well, I realize this may come as quite a surprise!  I have actually considered pur-
suing ministry and going to seminary for a number of years, but it never felt like the right time.  However, for 
the past year, I have sensed a stronger nudging in that direction.  I have been serving in leadership roles at Zion 
for some time now, planning and leading worship, and also preaching several times.  Throughout this process, I 
have continued to feel God’s leading, as well as encouragement from the congregation. 
 
My future plans are to continue to work at AUMC for the next few weeks as the SPRC (Staff Parish Relations 
Committee) searches for a new office manager.  My last day in the office will be Friday, October 20th.  In addi-
tion to serving as a part time member of the pastoral team at Zion, I would also like to start seminary classes in 
January. 
 
It is strange to think about leaving this place.  You have been my second church family for nearly 12 years, and 
I have developed friendships with many of you.  The good news is that no matter what the future holds, friend-
ships always remain! 
 
I would appreciate your prayers as I journey forward. 
 
Yours in service together, 
Sue Short 

Help for Hurricane Victims:  At the Endowment team 
meeting this past Wednesday, it was suggested that our 
church give a monetary donation to UMCOR to help the 
hurricane victims.  After some discussion, Endowment 
voted to send $5,000 to UMCOR.  Thanks to our Archbold 
United Methodist Church Endowment fund, and to those 
who have contributed to the fund, we are able to help in 
various ways. 


