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denomination can do. Likewise, a bishop has authority
over the Annual Conference to which she or he is assigned, and can choose to administer at their prerogative (answerable to the Jurisdictional College). So the
language used is more direct, but does not/will not
necessarily alter most of the issues, behavior or practicThe Judicial Council of the United Methes that have created the divide that exists within the
odist Church met April 23-27 in Indiana. The sole
denomination.
agenda item was to review the legislation passed
I could provide you with a whole page full of
at General Conference 2019 to determine the
various reactions locally, regionally, nationally internaconstitutionality of each portion of the Traditional tionally… Headlines change the landscape for the dePlan. In short, here is what remains…
nomination on a daily basis. If you would like to be
more informed, search for United Methodist News on
• A more specific definition of “selfline. If you want information as to a particular side of
avowed practicing homosexual,” to say it inthe issue, Wesleyan Covenant Association covers the
cludes people “living in a same-sex marriage, do- traditional side, Uniting Methodist a more centralist permestic partnership or civil union or is a person who spective and Reconciling Ministries for the progressive.
publicly states she or he is a practicing homosexual.”
What I will share is this – the United Methodist Church is
on a trajectory to dissolve as it is currently understood
• A ban on bishops consecrating gay bish- over the next 12-18 months.
ops elected by a jurisdictional or central conference.
It is hard to say how or what that looks like at
this point. The first order of business of General Confer• Prohibitions on the recommendation or
ence 2020 could be disillusionment. OR One side of
approval of clergy candidates who do not meet the issue would stay and continue as the United Methclergy qualifications, including those related to
odist Church and the other would leave and create a
homosexuality. The prohibitions also now require
new movement. OR They could still try and come up
bishops to rule any unqualified candidate out of
with a connectional conference plan where we have
order even if approved by the clergy session.
an overarching connectional structure for global ministries and two or three underlying, separate denomina• A minimum penalty for clergy found
tions. OR Some yet unknown alternative. What is cerguilty of performing a same-sex wedding — one
tain is that there is resolve from all sides that we cannot
year’s suspension without pay for the first offense continue as things are. What is also certain – this
and loss of credentials for the second.
“fight” will become a local issue as each congregation
has to decide for itself what path to take in the future.
• Requirements that bishops only dismiss a
complaint against clergy if it has “no basis in law
What I will also share – this congregation will continue
or fact” and that they share those reasons with
in seeking to build the Kingdom of God in this place, at
the complainant.
this time – despite any changes at the denominational
level!
• The requirement those filing a complaint
be involved in any agreement to resolve the case
The future is always an unknown. Conflict and
without a church trial.
change are parts of the human condition, no matter
what. It is not about what the conflict or change is, it is
• The right of the church to appeal church how you choose to face it and act through it; both coltrial findings “based on egregious errors of church lectively and as individuals. Unity is not the same as
law or administration.”
uniformity… Being in community together is a choice.
What that community looks like is the determination of
The Disaffiliation Plan (which allows conthose who show up and are part of the conversation.
gregations to withdraw from the denomination
with the property of the church intact) was also
deemed constitutional.
With all this, I want to share a large disclaimer… in regards to actual enforcement, nothing has changed. Ultimate authority as to presiding bishops being held accountable to these
standards still resides in the Jurisdictional College
of Bishops. So if a jurisdiction (such as the Western
Jurisdiction) chooses to defy these standards as a
majority, then there is nothing that the larger

