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Join Pastor Jim and 
Jami for the  
Fellowship Hour on 
Sunday, December 8, 
to celebrate the  
holiday season with a 
few nibbles to enjoy! 
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As a fire IS in burning, so is the Church in mis-
sion. 
 
It is a saying that my mentor Rev Dean  
Feldmeyer used to always say (I think  
because it was something his mentor  
always said).  A fire does not exist unless it 
burns.  That all that it does, it burns; and in 
the process of burning it consumes fuel, 
breaths oxygen and requires a spark to ig-
nite.  Failure of anyone of those ingredients, 
and a pile of wood (no matter how much 
lighter fluid is poured upon it) is simple a pile 
of wood. 
 
BUT 
 
Create a fire, and you create warmth, you 
create light, you create (as long as it is 
maintained and controlled) a circle around 
which relationships are built and memories 
made. 
 
A fire does not exist unless it burns. 
 
A Church is a place created to bring  
together people for the purposes of God.  
But God really does not need a gathering 
of people.  God requires a gathering of 
people who then have a purpose of being 
and doing the will of God; the end result of 
which is to bring others into the gathering.  
Throughout the millennia, that has been the 
problem with, whatever it is, that we have 
called the Church.  It was the problem with 
the Patriarchs, it was the problem of the  
Nation of Israel, it was the problem of the 
Temple… 
 
The people of Isaiah’s day did Church.  
They showed up, they followed the Law, 
they studied and knew God.  But that is all 
they did, and no, it wasn’t enough.  And so 
they would complain – Why is it we do all 
this, but nothing seems to happen or 

 go our way?  Why do we not feel close to 
God or feel like God is listening? 
 
Shout! A full-throated shout!  Hold nothing 
back—a trumpet-blast shout!  Tell my  
people what’s wrong with their lives, face 
my family Jacob with their sins!  They’re 
busy, busy, busy at worship, and love stud-
ying all about me.  To all appearances 
they’re a nation of right-living people—
law-abiding, God-honoring.  They ask me, 
‘What’s the right thing to do?’ and love 
having me on their side.  But they also 
complain, ‘Why do we fast and you don’t 
look our way?  Why do we humble our-
selves and you don’t even notice?’ 
 
“Well, here’s why: 
 
“The bottom line on your ‘fast days’ is  
profit.  You drive your employees much 
too hard.  You fast, but at the same time 
you bicker and fight.  You fast, but you 
swing a mean fist.  The kind of fasting you 
do won’t get your prayers off the ground.  
Do you think this is the kind of fast day I’m 
after: a day to show off humility?  To put 
on a pious long face and parade around 
solemnly in black? 
Do you call that fasting, a fast day that I, 
God, would like?  “This is the kind of fast 
day I’m after: to break the chains of  
injustice, get rid of exploitation in the work-
place, free the oppressed, cancel debts.  
What I’m interested in seeing you do is: 
sharing your food with the hungry, inviting 
the homeless poor into your homes,  
putting clothes on the shivering ill-clad, 
being available to your own families.  Do 
this and the lights will turn on, and your 
lives will turn around at once. Your  
righteousness will pave your way.  The 
God of glory will secure your passage.  
Then when you pray, God will answer.  
You’ll call out for help and I’ll say, ‘Here I 
am.’ 

(Isaiah 53:1-9 MSG) 
How does your fire burn? 
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