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Pastor’s Day Away,
It is always important to take a day apart from the
business of the regular routine and renew with the Spirit. The pastor is looking for three companions to
journey with him upon a wholly spiritual pilgrimage to
find respite and renewal (It would be preferable if they
were Cleveland Indians fans, but that is completely
unrelated and not a specific requirement). The
pilgrimage is set for Wednesday, June 12th and will be
an all-day event. Our journey will take us to the shores
of Lake Erie where will have time for rest, reflection
fellowship and a renewing of the Spirit. Cost for the
day will be $50 (for entry into the “reflection center”),
other immediate travel expenses will be covered by the
pastor.
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we might all become better informed
about Gods will, to pray in community
and as individuals. To actively seek
the DISCIPLESHIP in Jesus Christ that
we are called be.

You cannot hit the ball, unless you swing the
bat.

A simple baseball truth. It is possible to get on
base without swinging the bat, dependent
upon the abilities of the pitcher, but any
pitcher worth his sand will strike out a batter
who won’t swing the bat every time. Some
argue a walk is as good as a hit… except in
baseball (where you keep statistics on EVERYTHING) a walk does not count towards your
batting average. Relying on nothing but
walks to get you on base gives you a batting
average of .000; and that aint gonna hold
you a spot on the team.
If you’re gonna play baseball, you gotta
swing the bat!
If you’re gonna be a Christian, you have to
be engaged… Engaged, involved, available,
participating, active, connected, knowledgeable, committed, working Christian.
That is what Methodist are (in the tradition of
John Wesley). The basic Wesleyan commitment was to embolden and encourage faithful, active living in the example of Jesus Christ.
That the Church of John Wesley had become
stale, inactive and hollow Christianity. So
Methodism began as a means to encourage
the people to get out of the pew and go out
and visit the sick and imprisoned, to do acts
of charity and kindness for the impoverished,
to be in study with one another, openly discussing Scripture that

To be quite blunt, that is what I have
been preaching toward for the whole
of four years serving in your midst.

In the Methodist church (and really in
the Church Universal) we judge effectiveness by fruit. Fruit is that which is
produced by what is done. It is the
end result of every human activity… it
is just that we (the Church) talk directly about good fruit.
Luke 13 gives us this short parable –
Then Jesus used this illustration: “A
man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard. He went to look for fruit on the
tree but didn’t find any. He said to
the gardener, ‘For the last three years
I’ve come to look for figs on this fig
tree but haven’t found any. Cut it
down! Why should it use up good
soil?’
“The gardener replied, ‘Sir, let it stand
for one more year. I’ll dig around it
and fertilize it. Maybe next year it’ll
have figs. But if not, then cut it
down.’”
We do not get a final result to this story… but the message is clear – it is incumbent upon the people of God to
bear fruitfulness, or face the consequences.

Annual Thrift Sale:
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