Westwood Christian Reformed Church

“FINDING AND FOLLOWING JESUS”

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

December 18, 2016
4th Sunday in Advent

*indicates please stand if you are able

Gathering
*Angels from the Realms of Glory - #354:1,2,4,5 (grey)
*Here I Am to Worship
*God’s Greeting/We Greet One Another

Drama:  “The Christmas Cure”

Lighting the Advent Candle of Love
*How He Loves
 (Children, ages 3-1st grade are dismissed for Children’s Worship)
Prayers of His People
Scripture:  Luke 2:1-7
*Infant Holy, Infant Lowly - #353 (grey)

*Silent Night, Holy Night - #344:1,2,4 (grey)
Sermon:  “The Smells of Christmas”
Prayer
Offerings:  

Collections:  The first offering is for funds that support ministries of Westwood Church and our denomination, the Christian Reformed Church. The second offering is for Park Village Pines.

Offertory:  Once in Royal David’s City - #346 (grey)  
*Call to Discipleship

*O Come, Let Us Adore Him
*Adore

*God’s Blessing
*Sending
NEWSLETTER
Items for the Sunday Newsletter

are due in the church office by 9:00 a.m. Thursday.
Winter Weather Policy:  Unless there are extenuating circumstances, a decision to cancel worship services will be made at least two hours prior to the service. Closing announcements will be placed on WWMT channel 3 and WOOD channel 8. They will also be made through the prayer line, the phone information line, and the Westwood website and Facebook pages. 
Hearing aid units which are wirelessly connected into our sound system are available for those who might find them helpful.  They can be found near the office window at the entrance of the building.     If you need help with them speak to one of the connect greeters.  
Welcome to worship at Westwood CRC!  We are a Christ-centered community committed to inspiring people to find and follow Jesus!  It is a joy to have you worshiping with us today.  If you are a visitor and would like more information about us, we invite you to fill out a Connect card in the pew racks and return it to the box on the Connect Center or place it in the offering bag.
Verse of the week:  Fill in the blanks with the name of someone who needs this prayer.  “That your words are what sustains_______; they are food to ______ soul. They bring joy to his/her sorrowing heart and delight her/him.”  Jeremiah 15:16a
TODAY IN WESTWOOD:

Today is the fourth Sunday in Advent.  This is a season of waiting, designed to cultivate our awareness of God’s actions – past, present, and future.  While we remember Israel’s waiting and hoping and we give thanks for Christ’s birth, we also anticipate His second coming at the end of time.

During Advent we are looking at the Christmas story through the lens of our five senses in a series called “The Senses of Christmas.”  Today’s sermon “The Smells of Christmas” is taken from Luke 2:1-7.  In this sermon, we’ll consider the smells surrounding the story of Jesus birth, and we’ll discover in Jesus someone who is humble, approachable, and the embodiment of love.

Children’s Worship:  At a designated time during the Worship service, preschoolers-1st graders will be invited to leave for a special time of worship and activities meant especially for them in the lower level of the church.  NO CHILDREN’s worship next Sunday, Christmas Day or the following Sunday, New Year’s Day.
 
Youth Discipleship classes today at 9:00 a.m. in the following rooms:  


Pre K/1
Room B-9 (downstairs) – Bryan Herder

2nd/3rd grades
Room B-3 (downstairs) - Steve Veldkamp


4th / 5th grades
Room B-4 (downstairs) – Mindy Koetje


6th - 7th 
Room 106 (upstairs) – Jim Koning

8th
Room 105 (upstairs) – Steve Lanting


9th/10th
Room 103 (upstairs) – Barb Sportel & Matt Birchmeier


11th/12th
Room 104 (upstairs) – Rick Huyser

Adult Discipleship Classes today.


Today: “Growing One Another” Bible Study and “Follow Me” 
Bible Study


Next Week:  No Classes
All Discipleship Classes will be on Christmas Vacation Dec. 25, January 1, and January 8.

Westwood Congregational Meeting will be held TODAY at 11:30 am.  The Agenda will include:  2017 Budget; Property Update; and Westwood 2017 SMART Goals (proposed by Renewal lab teams, Approved by Council).  Information was in your church mailboxes (extra copies are in the church office).

Nursery/child care is available during our Congregational Meeting today.  Please check your children in at the nursery and at the Advent poster-coloring tables in the gym (for ages 4 and up).

Prayer Notes:
· Continue to pray for Rod and Sandie Luchies.  Rod is waiting for his white blood count to go up so that they can start the stem cell procedure.
· Continue to pray for Hollis and Donna Vlietstra.  Donna remains at Rose Arbor Room 2, 5473 Croyden Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49009.
· We give praise for the progress Joanne Hoffa made with her rehab and was able to return home on Thursday.
· Pray for Ric Vlietstra as he continues to wait for a heart.
· Pray for the homeless and hurting during the cold of winter and the Christmas holiday season.
THANK YOU
THANK YOU- to all the singers, readers, players and leaders of the children's Christmas program- it was a blessing to all who saw it! AND...THANK YOU to all our wonderful bakers who donated the yummy treats for after the program.....you are also a blessing to us all 😊



~the Fellowship Crew

“Many thanks for the beautiful, meaningful, and fun Christmas Program last Sunday! Kids, thank you for being at the practices and working hard to prepare. Many other servants were needed to make this all come together – choir/drama assistants, audio/visual specialists, costumes/prop/coffee bakers/goodie bag providers... you are all so appreciated! What a blessing to enjoy the gifts of so many.” – Cheri Dykstra
STEWARDSHIP:
Weekly Giving – 2016 weekly budget - $11,956.92 

Envelope giving 12-11-16
$10,775.00
Online Giving (December 9-December 15)
$2,585.00
12-11-16 – envelope giving
Faith Promise
$160.00
Tuition Assistance
$5.00
Special Offerings 12-11-16

Kalamazoo Deacons Conference
$435.14
Next week Sunday morning the offering will be for World Renew.
All 2016 contributions must either be in the office or postmarked no later than December 31, 2016.  Anything put in a January 2017 Sunday offering (even if dated 2016) will be considered as being received in 2017 and will not be included on the 2016 Giving Statements, as per IRS rules.
 

If you give online and have changed your giving for 2017, be sure to log into your Pay Portal account and make the change.
 

If you have expenses that need reimbursement, please submit them to Ginny ASAP so that they can be put against the correct fiscal year budget.   
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
The church office will be closed this Friday and next Monday.  Also Friday, December 30 and Monday, January 2.  Please get your bulletin announcements to the office by Tuesday at 3 p.m.  this week and next.  Thank you.

Last week’s Turn-In Date #2 for the Building Hope Campaign brought in over $1100 for the Gospel Mission! Thanks so much. Make sure you pick up a new bank near the lobby coffee station, and watch for Turn-In Date #3 information coming in the New Year.

Are you new(er) to Westwood Church and interested in hearing more about our vision and ministries? Plan to stay for a few minutes at our INTRO to WESTWOOD class after the Worship service on January 15, 2017 for conversation with our Staff.
Small-group discipleship training (Navigators 2:7 Series) will begin January 8 at 5-6:30 pm here at church (room 102).  This group will grow together as they learn to practice basic spiritual disciplines in their day-to-day lives.  This series is valuable both to people wanting to be discipled and those wanting to learn to disciple others.  Contact Roger Boyd (269 993 7687) by January 4 with interest or questions.

The Adult Bible Study will begin the new year's series on Isaiah on Tuesday morning, January 11, at 10 AM. This series will run for 13 weeks until April 4. We will learn how Isaiah used his gift of writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit produced passages that still amaze, inspire and instruct us. This will be a "Pure Bible™" study (that is, directly going to the text of the Bible first). Everyone who is free on Tuesday mornings is invited to attend. Sessions are independent of each other, so you can attend any or all sessions during these weeks.
Dear members of Westwood Church, the Council requests you to nominate individuals to serve on Westwood's Council beginning in June 2017. Your input is vitally important in helping us identify capable and willing servant-leaders to replace those who are retiring from active service. Nomination forms can be found in the church office. Please return your nominations to the Nomination Box in the church office by Sunday January 8, 2017.  
YOUTH GROUP NEWS
High School:
· Christmas Party tonight at church.
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES:
Second Impressions, a thrift-store to make Christian education more affordable, needs back door volunteers on Mondays or Thursdays from 1:00-4:00 p.m. to help unload cars for people who are donating.  Volunteers should be able to lift 20-30 pounds.  Please call Patty at 345-7757 if interested.

Coffee Break Training Reminder:  You can still sign up (through Dec. 30) for the Coffee Break Leadership training workshop to be held at Milwood Community Church from 9-1 on Thursday, January 5.  This training would also be valuable for women in other Bible Study leadership roles.  Contact Terri Scheffers (377-7704) if you are interested.

UPCOMING WORSHIP
Next Sunday we will conclude our sermon series on “The Senses of Christmas,” as Pastor Mike preaches on “The Sights of Christmas,” taken from Luke 2:1-20.

Connector Greeters
Today:


Rich & Jane Shoemaker
Next Week:


Nick/Annette Leep family
Valet Parkers

Today:


Bruce Triemstra & Steve Visser
Next Week:


Jack Westra 


Coffee Hosts

Today:


Greg & Jenny DeGr4oot, Joann Bushhouse
Next Week:


Muriel Westra, Larry & Sherri DeFouw

Children’s Worship Leaders

Today:


PreK Teacher:  Jan Pennings

PreK Helper:  Ryan Triemstra

K-1Teacher: Karen Blamer

K-1 Helper: Kailey Triemstra
Nursery Attendants

Today:


*Supervisor
Annette Leep

Helpers
Kathie Visker, Rachel Furge
Next Week:


*Supervisor
Christy Kline


Helpers
Muriel Westra, Faith Kline

Calendar of Events

Monday 12-19

6:00 p.m.
Friendship

7:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council


8:15 p.m.
Men’s Basketball

Tuesday 12-20

4:00 p.m.
Food Pantry
Wednesday 12-21

7:00 p.m.
Praise Team

Thursday 12-22

4:00 p.m.
Food Pantry
Sunday 12-25

10:00 a.m.
Christmas Day Worship Service
Westwood Christian Reformed Church

620 Northampton Rd., Kalamazoo, MI  49006 

Phone 269-381-8691 - Email: office@westwoodcrc.org
Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m. * Senior Pastor Mike Koetje
Phone prayer line: 269-350-4116
Our Website:  www.westwoodcrc.org
WiFi Login ID  WestwoodCRC; WiFi connection – W620connect

Website Member password – W620member  [image: image1.wmf]
