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Mark 10 ‘Let the Children Come to Me’  
First Presbyterian Kerrville September 26 2021 
 
Eldon Sheffer: Commissioned Pastor 
 
Old Testament Text:  Deuteronomy 11:18-19 
 
New Testament Text:  Mark 10:13-16 
 
 
Introduction 
 
As I mentioned in the opening announcements, our church is passing through a 
period of time in which the Sunday School lessons and the adult worship service 
are intentionally aligned.  This Sunday, our topic is “Jesus and the Children.” 
 
Many years ago, someone suggested to me, that if you want to relate well to 
children, if you want to converse with children, it is helpful if you get to their 
physical level – so you can look straight into their face.  As a Dad, and later as a 
Granddad, I have taken advantage of this suggestion.  When I want to talk with a 
child, I will sit or kneel on the floor so our eyes are at about the same level. 
 
My wife Barbara and I are observers of the British Royal Family.  If you watch 
Princess Kate Middleton, the Duchess of Cambridge, you may note that when 
she wants to converse with one of her children, she finds a way to get them to 
the same level, perhaps by lifting the child, perhaps by moving to their level.   
Some of you may prefer other sources for suggestions on dealing with children, 
but if it is good enough for the Duchess of Cambridge, it is good enough for me.   
 
 
What about that Old Testament Passage 
 
While our main focus today will be on the passage from Mark, earlier in the 
service, Barbara Sheffer (early service) /  Susan Montoya (11 o’clock service) 
read a passage from Deuteronomy and that was included for a reason.  That 
passage reminds us teach the lessons of the Bible to our children.   
 
In these difficult times, we are not as able to have a group of children studying 
the Bible in Sunday School. I want to encourage parents and grandparents to 
spend extra time talking openly about God, talking about matters of faith, 
teaching the lessons of the Bible to our children and grandchildren.  They need 
our guidance, and God calls us to provide that guidance.   
 
Let’s turn to the New Testament Text. 
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Walking through the Bible text 
 
 
Our text for today is provided with only minor variations in each of the synoptic 
gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  We will generally follow the Mark version, 
but I will refer to one other where it provides a useful insight.    
This morning, we will follow our text and take things in that order as  were read 
just minutes ago.  
We will be working our way through the following topics and characters: 

1. The people who are bringing children to Jesus 
2. The disciples when they speak sternly to the parents. 
3. The reaction of Jesus to the actions of the disciples 
4. Jesus first response regarding the children and his related actions 
5. Finally, Jesus instruction to adults based on children 

a. This final topic is the most challenging 
 
First we have people bringing children to Jesus 
 
Why would a person, probably a mother, in the first century, bring a child to a 
stranger, in this case a stranger named Jesus?  It is helpful to look back earlier in 
chapter 10 and find that Jesus was in Judea including the area just across the 
Jordan.  This was part of the Southern Kingdom that included Jerusalem, so we 
are in the heart of the Hebrew territory.   
 
In the Matthew account, it provides a bit more detail and mentions that the 
parents wanted Jesus to place his hands on them and pray for them.  I think this 
is a helpful addition.  Parents wanted Jesus to touch and pray for their children.   
We can learn about the attitude of the population toward Jesus based on their 
actions in this passage.  They obviously thought highly of Jesus and even 
thought that when he prayed for their children it would genuinely bring about a 
blessing for them.   
 
Under those circumstances one would take their child to Jesus.   So this passage 
confirms my image of Jesus: calmly teaching the people with things like: 
“consider the lilies of the field.”   When we have a positive image of a loving 
Jesus, we can understand why parents would want to bring their children to 
Jesus.   
 
 
Disciples speak sternly to the parents 
 
We can imagine a bucolic scene, Jesus, filled with peace, and grace, parents 
bringing their children to him. This would seem to be a very congenial and 
pleasant situation.   
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But the disciples did not react positively to these circumstances.  The text says 
the disciples spoke “sternly” to the parents.  For all of my life until this month, I 
was pretty irritated with the disciples for the way they handled this.  But in the 
past days, with further thought and study, my attitude has softened somewhat.   
Let me explain.  The Communication Class that I taught at Schreiner University 
suggested that one take a charitable perspective when assessing someone’s 
motives, thoughts, words, or actions.  That suggestion would have one begin with 
a benevolent attitude, considering something with goodwill towards others.   
 
I think that is generally pretty good advice so I applied it to this passage.  From 
our modern perspective, bringing a child to Jesus would seem reasonable.   
 

John F. Kennedy said:  “Children are the world’s most valuable resource 
and its best hope for the future.” 
 
Rachel Carson, author of Silent Spring said of children: “A child’s world is 
fresh and new and beautiful, full of wonder and excitement.” 

 
If we adopt that modern view of children, the actions of the disciples would be 
unexpected and unacceptable.  But I have learned that this modern view of 
children was not the perspective of society toward children in Bible times. 
I discovered from a trusted source that ancient Jewish society did not regard 
children with affection.  A person became classified as an adult at age 13. 
Childhood was typically regarded as an unavoidable interim.  Tenderness 
towards a child was not normal in those days.  So the disciples were acting in 
accordance with the attitude of their society toward people between birth and 13.   
 
Further, when an individual is placed in the position of staff to someone very 
important, one seeks to keep distractions and unnecessary confusion away from 
that individual so they can focus on the job at hand.  The disciples were taking 
the perspective toward children that was common in their society and were 
simply trying to protect Jesus from unnecessary distractions.  When I look at it 
that way, I am not quite so disappointed in the actions of the disciples.   
 
It was actually the attitude of Jesus toward children that was out of line with 
society, not that of the disciples. So first let us turn to the reaction of Jesus to the 
disciples.  
 
Jesus reaction to the disciples 
 
Our text in Mark says Jesus was indignant.  That is a very strong word and this 
English word is clearly called for based on the original Greek text.  The word 
indignant has an element of anger, but more than that, it suggests that there has 
been some mistreatment, some miscarriage of justice.   It suggests that Jesus 
felt that the parents and the children were not receiving what they deserved, and 
were being deprived of being with him. 
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We hear of only a few times when Jesus appeared to be angry: in the courtyard 
of the temple at those who were taking advantage of people who came to the 
temple to be closer to God; and the parents and children who sought to be with 
God.  Jesus’ anger seemed to be reserved for situations where someone 
interfered with those who were seeking to be closer to God: 1) In the temple 
courtyard, 2) the parents bringing their children 
 
I want to say that again as I think it is a very interesting point: Jesus appeared to 
get very angry when someone interfered with another person’s access to God.   
This seems to me to suggest that each of us should be seeking to get closer to 
God and avoid any who would interfere with that.  Shortly we will come back to 
this concept of drawing closer to God. 
 
Jesus’ comment to the disciples, parents, and children 
 
As I have mentioned to this congregation on earlier occasions, I enjoy paying 
special attention to the Red text in a Red Letter Bible.  I find the words of Jesus 
to be particularly important.  We now come to the verbal response of Jesus to the 
disciples, the parents, and the children: 
 
Jesus said: ““Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such 
as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” I liked this phrase so much that I 
used some of it as the sermon title:  ‘Let the Children Come to Me.’ 
 
When we imagine Jesus, seated on a rock, inviting the children to come to him, it 
is easy to forget that Jesus is God, and participated in the creation of the 
universe.  These very children that are coming to Jesus are children that Jesus 
created.  When we recognize Jesus as creator and know how much Jesus loves 
us, it is easier to understand why he was angry at those who wanted to block 
access to him.   
 
Jesus Comment to the Adults Standing Nearby 
 
I find this scene heartwarming.  Jesus smiling, being pleasant, blessing the 
children, praying for the children, loving the children.  But even as Jesus is 
hugging that child, he makes one more comment to the adults that are standing 
nearby, and frankly this is a challenging statement.   
 
Jesus said:  “whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it.” 
 
I want to begin our conversation about this statement by explaining what it does 
not say.  It does not say we should have childlike faith.  Some have used this 
statement to suggest that our faith should be unquestioning.  If you have spent 
much time around children, you know this would not be childlike as they ask 
questions all the time. 
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Some have used this statement to suggest that our faith should avoid detailed 
thought and analysis and just “accept it on faith.”  Friends, we are Presbyterians.  
We run over five dozen colleges and universities in the United States and also a 
number of seminaries.  The history of the Presbyterian church is one of 
promoting education, promoting analysis.  Presbyterians don’t avoid analysis. We 
think things through. 
 
But if this statement is not about childlike faith, what is it suggesting? 
It seems to me that Jesus wants us to be more like a child in other ways. Let’s 
contrast adultlike with childlike:  
 

1. Some adults can become cynical.  Children are filled with awe and 
wonder. 

2. Some adults tend to hold grudges.  Children forgive easily. 
3. Some adults seek to fix things for themselves.  When a child has a 

problem or a need, they willingly accept the assistance of others who love 
them.  

4. Some adults become very serious. Children have an innate sense of 
playfulness.   

5. Some adults care mostly for themselves.  Children seem to have a natural 
desire to care about others, to show compassion. 

• Last night I watched a video about a race of special needs children 
where one of them fell down.  One by one, all the others stopped 
and came back to help.  Then, the entire cadre of racers marched 
across the finish line arm in arm.  They cared about one another.   

6. Some adults are so focused on the material world that they lose sight of 
the reality that God is with them.  Children find it easier to recognize that 
they are in the presence of the living God.   

 
One of my favorite passages from Colossians chapter 3 gives us confirmation of 
these traits.  It says that we should clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, 
gentleness, and goodness.  Those are the traits of children that we sometimes 
lose as we spend more time on planet earth.  So it seems to me that when Jesus 
says we should receive the kingdom of God as a child, Jesus means we should 
be teachable, playful, humble, always reliant on him, and aware of the reality that 
God is with us.  Let me repeat those final three as these are traits that we may 
wish to seek.  .   

• HUMBLE 

• RELIANT ON GOD 

• AWARE OF THE REALITY THAT GOD IS WITH US 
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Turning things around -- a sense of God’s presence.   
 
In these challenging times, it is sometimes hard to find peace.  I want each of us 
to take on the role of being the child in this situation, for I believe that all of us are 
called “children of God.”  Imagine for a moment that you are that child, that the 
disciples barriers have been taken away, that you are now free to simply come to 
Jesus  -- to have Jesus hug you, to have Jesus bless you, to have Jesus pray for 
you.   
 
And now I want to remind us, that we are, right now, in the presence of God. 
Do you get that?  You are, right now, in the presence of God.  We can use more 
of that comfort, the comfort of appreciating the reality that we are in the presence 
of God.   So Jesus called the children to him.  He hugged them, he blessed them, 
he prayed for them, but most of all, he loved them.  I believe in this passage, 
Jesus is calling us to come to him and be aware of God’s presence with us.   
 
For most of us, that is very difficult.  With that in mind, I want to spend some time 
helping us think about ways we can regularly develop a real sense of God’s 
presence in our lives. To do that successfully, there are certain practices, some 
of which have been in use for many hundreds of years.   
 
In his book “Celebration of Discipline” Richard Foster makes a clear distinction 
between meditation and prayer.  In the chapter on meditation he uses words like 
reflecting, ruminating.   He discusses contemplative prayer which comes to us 
under many names, but all of them have much in common.   
 
There are approaches to this called Lexia Divina, Christian Centering Prayer, and 
any form of meditation that includes a focus on God or scripture.  Unlike Eastern 
Meditation where the goal is sometimes to obtain peace with oneself and peace 
with the world; the goal of Christian Meditation is a comfortable relationship with 
God, with the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ.  To help us remember that, I think it 
is helpful to spend quiet time each day being calm, quiet, and consciously aware 
that we are in the presence of God.   
 
Jesus loved the children and he loves us.  We do well to remember the love that 
God has for each of us.  In John 14, Jesus says to the disciples and ultimately to 
us: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.”   
 
Ways that we can come to Jesus in a childlike manner include: 

1. reflecting on creation,  
2. reciting scripture,  
3. repeating a sacred word,  
4. or, simply being still and being consciously aware that one is in the 

presence of God.   
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One can gain a sense of peace from reflecting on that knowledge  
 
Recent or contemporary teachers of such practices include Thomas Merton, 
Thomas Keating, Richard Rohr, Cynthia Bourgeault.  One leader uses the 
terminology “soaking in God’s presence.”  I can remember times at the beach 
many years ago soaking in some rays.  With that image in mind, I like the phrase 
“soaking in God’s presence.” 
 
The things all the Christian meditation practices have in common are: 

i. Setting aside some time 
ii. Relaxing in quiet or perhaps with some background 

meditation music 
iii. In some manner, focusing on the things of God. 

 
I believe that when we do those things, we are coming to the presence of God 
like a child: teachable, not planning the outcome, not controlling things, humbly 
being in the presence of God.   These practices are not an alternative to 
involvement in a church community but a potentially important supplement.   
In worship, we state what we believe and recite prayers and these are fine things 
to do.   When we seek answers, we are being adult, when we simply enjoy being 
in the presence of God, we are coming as a child. 
 
What we seek to do when we come to Jesus as a child is just be, simply 
recognize the presence of God, without trying to understand or agree or disagree 
with anything.  It’s not about learning, it is about being in the presence of God 
and developing a better relationship over time.   
 
Finally, It all comes down to love: loving God unconditionally, knowing that God 
loves us, bathing ourselves in a sense of that love.  Love, surrender, humility, 
being far beneath the Almighty, and being OK with that because we know we are 
loved by the Almighty.  The noise and busyness of life is temporarily set aside 
and we seek God in silence in stillness in peace. 
 
Psalm 46:10. Be still and know that I am God. 
 
We are seeking a deeper awareness of the divine presence in the world, in 
others, and in ourselves. 
 
Recap: Looking Back 
 

• Our Old Testament passage reminds us to speak with our children and 
grandchildren about the things of God.   

• It is suggested that we have a charitable view of the disciples.  They were 
treating children in a manner consistent with their society and trying to 
allow Jesus to focus on teaching the adults. 
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• Jesus does not call us to have childlike faith.  That is a misrepresentation 
of scripture.  Jesus calls us to come to God with the attitude of a child: . . 
.We should set aside time each day to simply be aware that we are in the 
presence of God.   

• Psalm 46:10. Be still and know that I am God. 
 
Next in our worship we will recite what we believe.  Then, let’s keep these great 
truths in mind as we sing: Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling.  .  
 
Amen 
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Choose one prayer for illumination from the following three:   
 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit, open our hearts and minds to 
receive your Word.  Let the heavenly food of scripture nourish us today.   
 
Let us pray.  Living God, help us so to hear your Word that we may truly understand; 
that, understanding, we may believe; and believing, we may follow your way in all 
faithfulness.  Amen 

 
Let us pray.  God, whom we know through the scriptures and creation, speak to us in 
this hour.  Show us the wisdom and joy of your ways that we may know what is good 
and do what is right, through Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

 
 
Deuteronomy 11:18-19    New Revised Standard Version 
You shall put these words of mine in your heart and soul, and you shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and fix them as an emblem[a] on your 
forehead. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you are at home 
and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 
 
 
Mark 10:13-16  New Revised Standard Version 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and 
the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant 
and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to 
such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”  And he took 
them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


