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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Building a community of disciples growing towards

God-centered worship L Christ-centered service L Spirit-led lives

Dear Friends,

We came into Advent, exhausted.
We began with a half-marathon,
coming off of the marathon of
reading the Bible in 90 Days. And
oh, how we craved peace, hope,
joy, and love. These advent words--
these signs of God coming to earth,
having a plan, working the plan,
even in our human failings toward
wholeness and goodness.

Advent is full.

Are you tired? Are you frazzled? Are
you ill-prepared for what is ahead?

Let us reset our eyes; let us clear the
air and the calendar and breathe.
Allow the Holy Spirit to fill our
bones while we are surprised with
Mary, at how God might use us, yes,
even us, to bring Love into the

Madea Leonard and Dylan Bodine
find themselves in the Nativity; isn't
it amazing how children make
Christ’s birth come to life again?

r

world. Let the unplannable parts of Understanding, and committing to

i

Christmas, the imperfect be part of a weekly discussion
candlelight, the undercooked group on topics of Christian
Christmas Dinner, or the gifts you  discipleship. The prospect of

hid (but can't remember where!) growing in faith and community
remind each of you how much God  with you all renews our energy for
loves us in the face of our what God is doing at First
imperfections--enough even to Presbyterian Church. Gloria in

arrive in an imperfect circumstance  excelsis Deo!
to be what our world needed: the

divine among us, God up close and
personal. Grace and Peace,

We will dwell in this season and see Q‘J P? %‘W

the calendar year change over to
2018, and then, we will rise. As a
church you are invited to join with
us in a study of what it is to be
Christian--to be a community of
disciples following God's Word in
Christ now, by reading Daniel
Migliore’s Faith Seeking



GEM

Greet, Eat, & Meet

| know it is Advent season but
after the first of the year, in
the first two weeks of January,
we will be setting up our new
Greet, Eat & Meet (GEM)
groups for the Spring, and we
want to give everyone an
opportunity to sign up. GEM
(Greet, Eat & Meet) is a
golden opportunity to get to
know your fellow church
members in a small group
setting. This is a wonderful
way for both new and existing
members to have fellowship
and fun and get to know one
another. Invest a few hours in

a GEM group this Spring. The
options available are “in-
home dinners” where the host
prepares the main course and
the others bring the sides and
dessert, “dinner out after

GEM (Greet, Eat & Meet)
is a golden opportunity

to get to know your fellow
church members in a

small group setting.

service or weekdays, “men's
lunch group, “women'’s lunch
group,” and we are trying a
new one suggested by one of
our members — “bring a

sandwich and have a lunch
group in each other’'s homes”
for those with food allergies
or cooking challenges. The
object here is to fellowship
within our church family.
Please make your choices on
the Registration Form
available in the narthex or
church office. You can leave
the completed form in the
convenient drop box in the
narthex. Itis really so much
fun and you will know more
people to greet on Sundays.

Sign up by Sunday, January
15. If you have any questions,
please contact Betty Clyburn
at 830 864 5251, or
clyburns@swbell.net.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

DO YOU HEAR WHAT | HEAR? -
The sounds of Christmas are
especially meaningful in the
sanctuary. The sounds of worship
fill our hearts and bring together
the old, the young, the weak and
the strong. Everyone sings "Joy
To The World.” Our presence in
the sanctuary brings us together
as one body. "Silent Night"
guides our unified thoughts
toward hope and peace. Sounds
of the choirs inspire us to reflect
and rejoice with those who help
lead worship with their praise.
"Hark the Herald Angels Sing"
takes on special meaning when
your friends are in the choir loft
leading with enthusiasm.

DO YOU SEE WHAT | SEE? In
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