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This year’s Alternative Gift Market was a great success. Supporters seemed gratified with their 
efforts to help those in need sustain a way of life by donating dollars to provide business loans, 
livestock, gardens and equipment, medical supplies, education and beautiful handmade craft 
items. 
 

For those church members and volunteers who devoted their time, talents, and energies to pro-
mote and bring about this success, we express our gratitude and appreciation. We also extend 
our gratitude to the church for providing the forum to present this market and the meaningful 
opportunities for those in need. It shows that we are bigger than just a church building on 
Jefferson Street. It is our way of being an active part of the Way of Christ. 
The total sales for the market was $16,740.75. 
 

     In Christ’s name, Susan Curry and Andie Valles 

A VERY SPECIAL Extraordinary Family Night Supper 

Just a reminder, if you have not turned in your estimate of giving card, we would appreciate 
getting them in to help with budget planning for 2017. As of December 22, 2016, we have     
received 213 cards totaling $810,262.  

A special program was presented at the December Family Night Supper by the students in      
Koinonias.  Special thanks to: Stephani Shumaker, choir director, Tim Wilborn, accompanist, and 
Graydon Vaught, substitute director. Also thank you to all of our Koinonias Helpers: Emily McAl-
lister, Audrey Mitchell, Jane Pickett, Joy Sebastian, Jeanette Vaughan, Graydon Vaught, Beth Cun-
ningham, Eunice McCoy, Emilia Graham, and Suzanna Rye.   

Our Koinonias students are: 
Nolan Anders, Elijah Brooks, Hannah Brooks, Isaiah Brooks, Lucy Cunningham, Madison Golden, 
Ryan Golden, Josh Graham Jr., Beau Hines, Parker Huchton, Timothy Huchton, Adalaide Hustead, 
William Jackson, Max Lane, Brynn Lidiak, Taylor Lidiak, Riley McComb, Johnie McComb, Harper 
Mitchell, Raleigh Priour, June Rye, Adiya Umfress, and  Adonia Umfress. 
 

Thank you to the Fellowship Committee who provided such a wonderful dinner. 
submitted by Sam Baublit 



The following information was reported: 
Correspondence: Received a letter of appreciation from Ali Decker, student at Austin Presbyteri-
an Seminary for our support of the seminary; received a letter of appreciation from Dick Pow-
ell, president of Mo-Ranch, for our support; received a letter from the Rev. Tricia Tedrow, Stat-
ed Clerk of Mission Presbytery advising us that our per capita assessment of $5,430 is due to 
General Assembly by Jan. 31, 2017; received letters of resignation from membership in our 
congregation by members Pam Clack, and Roma and Howard Collins. 
New Members: Mickey and Marian Hawran joined by letter of transfer from the First United 
Methodist Church, Kerrville on November 13, 2016. 
Deaths: none (hallelujah!) 
Communion: Communion was served at both worship services November 6, 2016.   Communion 
was served in homes to Paul Adams, Ballard Bennett, Jeanette Cowden, Fane Downs, Betty 
Foster, Nell Hutzler, Keith and Roberta Longnecker, Bettina Meyers, Betty Pelton, Howard Pip-
pin, Maureen Poth, Cleburn Prinz, Glynda Prinz, Marium Schmerbeck, Myrth Stevens, Betty 
Weichert, and Jim and Evelyn Winmill. 
Financial Report:  Reviewed the financial statements for October.  Income and expenses are in 
line for this time of the year, and we should end the year in the black.  Pledges are coming in 
slowly for 2017, and session members volunteered to make calls. 
Deacons: Reported that the deacons continue to serve and do their very best. 
Meeting of the Communications Sub-Committee, Property, and Stewardship and Mission Com-
mittees: Their task is to implement an on-going program to keep the congregation informed 
about the financial position of the church and the needs in the areas of mission and our prop-
erty. 
Disaster Preparedness Task Force: The task is to investigate and implement church-wide prepar-
edness and response when there is any kind of disaster.  Fred Gamble is the chair of the task 
force. 
Rob Lohmeyer: Has appointed a Church Growth Task Force; members are Marty Lenard (chair), 
Tim Huchton, Kelsey Penn, Bob Shipman, Blake Smith, and Gretchen Rye; they are encouraging 
session members and committees to create a “wish list” for future projects to enhance church 
growth. 
Elaine Dreeben: Reported on the CREDO conference she attended. 
The following items were acted upon and/or approved: 
* Re-elected Priscilla Dobbins as church treasurer for a one-year term. 
* Elected Sue Endsley to serve as Assistant Clerk of Session for a one-year term. 
* Moved 128 persons from the active roll to the inactive roll. 
* Approved the church branding package as presented by the Communications sub-committee 
of Planning and Training. 
* Approved the request of the Personnel Committee to amend the Standards of Procedure 
concerning the benefits of employees moving from Children’s Corner to FPC and vice versa. 
* Approved the establishment of an “intramural enhancement fund” as a designated fund for 
the purpose of allowing church members to gift funds for replacement or new furnishings 
within our church property. 
* Approved the replacement of 1085 sq. ft. of tile in three rooms and hallways for a cost of 
$5500. 
* Approved the baptism of Emma Jane Lenard, daughter of Marty and Halya Lenard, during 
the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 8, 2017. 

Clerk’s corner 
Below is the Session meeting report for December 5, 2016. 

Report submitted by Judy Ferguson, Clerk of Session 



Sunday School in January 2017 

That Psalm’s For YOU! 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer states, “There is in the Holy Scriptures a book which is distinguished from all 
other books of the Bible by the fact that it contains only prayers. The book is the Psalms. It is at 
first very surprising that there is a prayer book in the Bible. The Holy Scripture is the Word of God 
to us. But the prayers are words of men.”  The book of Psalms is a unique anthology of prayers, 
hymns, poems, and liturgy that came from the religious life of the people of Israel from the time of 
David until their return from exile. The 150 Psalms reflect a wide variety of perspectives from   
people like David and other individuals from the larger community. 
  

During this study we will learn of ten different types of Psalms and learn how to better go to    
prayer speaking to God. Bonhoeffer suggests if we want to truly pray we “must not ask first what 
they have to do with us, but what they have to do with Jesus Christ.” Learning how to understand 
the Psalms as God’s Word will allow us to be able to pray them. 
  

Come join us for this beautiful Kerygma study as we delve into these songs of praise searching for 
one that may become your favorite. The root word for the Psalms in Hebrew is the same as the 
root word for Hallelujah! 

 

We will meet in Room 208 on Tuesday mornings from 10:00-11:00 a.m. starting on January 17  

until around March 14. Please preregister by calling the church office at 257-3310 so we are able 

to get our books on time.  Cost of books is $15. If you need help with the cost of a book,          

scholarships are available.                submitted by Nancy Mallory 

How Food Influenced the Bible  Room 207, led by Judith Clough 
As Christians, we take the lists of foods in the Bible as both ordinary and symbolic.  Bread, wine, 
water, apples (which might actually have been apricots), honey (not necessarily from bees), milk 
(not from cows)...Come hear how the geography, history and general dynamics of the world of the 
Bible were influential in the foods that were enjoyed (and forbidden) to the people of the times.   
 

Vocation in the Bible: What is a Calling?  Ryan Hall, led by Tim Summerlin 
Both Old and New Testament are full of individuals called for special purposes. What do some of 
these stories tell us about the nature of a call? How is the meaning of vocation or calling relevant 
in our own lives? We will work between selected Biblical stories and their application for us.  
 

Sticky Faith  Room 204, led Rita Odom and Caitlin Donohue Supcoff 
Discover the characteristics of churches, youth programs, and families of youth who stick with 
their faith after high school and beyond. Based on comprehensive research out of Fuller Theologi-
cal Seminary, we will also explore the traits of churches that are growing and attracting members 
from younger demographics. Come join us as we build partnerships among parents, church mem-
bers, youth, and staff to build a more vibrant church and stronger, stickier faiths for everyone.  
 
Fellowship I: Parables of Jesus Room 206, led by Marcus Goodyear 
 

Beginning January 8, Friendship Bible Class will meet in room 208 led by LeRoy Schlechte. 
Over one-fourth of Matthew's gospel is devoted to "Passion Week” (or Holy Week): the period in 
the life of Jesus beginning with Palm Sunday, and culminating with the Resurrection.  We will study 
the events of this week in detail, continuing our study of Matthew (e.g., chapter 21 forward), fol-
lowed by the accounts of the Resurrection, and post-resurrection appearances, from all four gos-
pels. It is during this final week that we encounter Jesus' teaching about the end times, the final 
judgment, and a number of his parables, as well as accounts of his arrest, trial and crucifixion.  This 
is the Friendship Bible Class, where we endeavor to make all participants feel like part of the fami-
ly. 



“Welcome Home” Backpack 

Kits 
 

Currently in San Antonio, 400 to 500 backpacks a month are given to 
women and their children who have been released from family deten-
tion centers to travel to family members in the USA. This is an interfaith 
refugee ministry mission project. Catholic Charities purchases the backpacks, but supplies are need-
ed to fill them. See the list located at the church office or in the narthex and bring the supplies to 
the FPC church office during office hours or to the sanctuary on Sundays. 
 

If you have any questions or additional information that may be useful, please contact Meg Scott-
Johnson at (713) 724-4168. 

You can easily check daily events happening at First Presbyterian 
Church online?   
Here is what you do:  
1. Go to the church website: fpckerrville.org  
2. Click on “News and Events” on the top bar. Scroll down to 
“Calendar,” then click on the calendar image. 
You can click on individual events to get more information about 
them also! 
Cool, huh? Now you try! 

Spiritual gifts are gifts to give away. God gives 
them to us, and we use them to serve others. 
How are you using your gifts right now? Are you 
looking for a new way to use them? If your spir-
itual gifts include one or more of the following: 
faith, mercy, teaching the faith, encouragement, 
or knowing - consider Stephen Ministry, our 

congregation’s one-to-one caregiving ministry. This may be just what you’ve been looking for! Due 
to the increase in care receivers (people needing Stephen Ministers) we are looing at starting a new 
training class. No date has been set yet, but we would like to find out who in our church may feel 
the calling for this special ministry. 
 

For more information and to learn more about the ministry, contact Jane Lehman at (810) 333-
3442, Fred and Bev Kapelle at (830) 896-0544, or Liz Murray at (830) 377-8104. 

Ministry Gifts of Caring 



 Flower Sign up 
It is now time to sign up for sanctu-
ary flowers for 2017.  A sign up cal-
endar can be found in the office 
Monday - Friday.  Immediate dates 
available are January 8, 22, 29. 
 

If you would like to sign up for flowers please come 
by the church office, or call Gloria at (830) 257-3310, 
or email her at gmorgan@fpckerrville.org. 

January 1, 2017 
9:45 a.m. Cross-generational  

New Year’s Day Brunch & Learn 
11:00 a.m. worship 
(one service only) 

Men’s Bible Study will be starting up again Tuesday,   
January 10 from 7:00 - 8:30 a.m. in Ryan Hall. 

Join us! 

The FPC office and CCP will 
be closed Monday, January 2. 

 

Happy New Year! 

December & January Birthdays 

Evan Houdeshell 30 

Fred Lohmeyer 30 

Mark Cowden 31 

Neill Day 31 

Bob Millard 31 

Cleburn Prinz 31 

Walter Roemer 31 

Tim Cowden 5 

Bob Shipman 5 

Howard Hovde 6 

Bob Ogle 7 

Tim Huchton 8 

John Hughes 8 

Tiana Young 8 

Ariel Umfress 9 

Ranen Umfress 9 

Ryder Thibodeaux 10 

Betty Burton 11 

Tim Summerlin 12 

Skipper Willmann 1 

Bianca Garcia 3 

Maurine Poth 3 

Edwina Cowden 4 

Dick Norat 4 

Jane Ragsdale 4 

...for HOPES Kitchen 
 

HOPES Kitchen is looking for volunteers for the upcoming 
year, particularly men. Volunteers would only be needed 
three times a year. 
 

If this is something that you would be interested in, please 
contact the church offices at (830) 257-3310 or Donna Lewis 
at (830) 257-8443. 


