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PASTORS’ NOTE

Dear Friends,

Summer finds many from our
community embarking on a variety
of adventures — camp, vacations,
excursions abroad. FPC-Kerrville
member, Mike Brunsvold, just
completed a two-summer bicycle
journey across the entire United
States. Mike's “road trip”
represents a celebration of faith and
life that enables us to see the world
differently. In 2017, Mike and
friends left from Yorktown, Virginia
on the Transamerica Bicycle Route —
a course traversed by 4,000 plus
people annually since 1976. After
36 days, Mike’s group had reached
the halfway point (Newton, Kansas)
and vowed to tackle the second half

Mike Brunsvold of FPC and Richard Gray of Fredericksburg
by a replica of one of the large covered wagons used on
the Oregon Trail . Such wagons were pulled by teams of

oxen and carried heavy loads before trains took over the job.

Location was near Prineville, Oregon.

of the route the following
summer. Meeting in
Newton on May 18th, they
pedaled for 45 days —
finishing on July 4th in
Florence, Oregon. Along
the way, they camped and
stayed in bicycle hostels,
churches, or private homes.
Mike states he saw “the
goodness and greatness of
God every day he rode...
the variety of God's creation
being almost unbelievable.”
However, the most outstanding
experience was during a stop in
Murphysboro, lllinois (a town about
half the size of Kerrville) where he
and his buddies had stopped at a
car show. While there, they dined
on free hotdogs
with strangers.
After sharing the
story of their trip,
they inquired about
a good camping
spot. Some new
Murphysboro
friends opened
their home and
cooked two meals
for the travelers.
Mike said, "It
made me think that
we live in a great

The goodness and greatness of
God was seen every day, not
once but every turn of the way.

country. It's not like the bickering
and resentment we see on TV.
There are a lot of generous people -
especially in rural America.”
the physically arduous trip, Mike's
journey reinforced his trust in the

American people.

Despite

Two other members of our FPC
family, Fred Johnson and Janice
Zitelman, have been involved in the
Warm Showers ministry — a hosting
site for cyclists across the U.S. Fred
has brought many of those cyclists
to the Men'’s Breakfast in a spirit of
fellowship, community, and the
celebration of faith and life.

Grace and Peace,
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & DISCIPLESHIP

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
THANK YOU

This past week, our Family Life
Center became a PEACE LAB.
Children, youth, and adults gathered
to discover what it means to be a
peacemaker.

Thanks to the work of many faithful
volunteers, Vacation Bible School
was a great success. This year’s
planning team consisted of Becca
Huchton, Cristy Jackson, Amy Jones,
Analaura McCrae, and Sarah Mejia.
They orchestrated a wonderful
program and provided leadership
throughout the week. Our leaders
were: Elizabeth Behrens, David
Jackson, Halya Lenard, Lauren
Liljistrand, Emily McAllister, Jimmy

McCrae, Kristie Miksch, Audrey
Mitchell, Brittney Pierce, Bethany
Rodriguez, Paulita Rodriguez, Kristie
and Warren Schlechte, Joy
Sebastian, Jeanette Vaughan, and
Graydon Vaught. Alysse O'Brien led
our music. CCP’s Bernie Winn
prepared our suppers, and Joyce
Schlechte gathered the following
hosts and hostesses to help in the
kitchen: Tracy Gournay, Donna
Lewis, Tricia Matthews, Mark and
Hilary Mosty, Mary Ann Roberson,
Linda Speck, Andi Silguero-Valles,
and Nancy Wallace. Our youth
helpers were Ariel Umfress, Anais
Umfress, Abigail Spino, Braedon
Schlechte, Keaton Mitchell, Tyler
Mejia, Jacob Loa-Nelson, Robert
Jackson, and Emilia Graham.

Through Bible study, arts and crafts,
and science and recreation, most of
us spent our evenings learning about
peace making. During this same
time, rising 6th and 7th graders and
some older youth practiced
peacemaking. They made fleece
blankets for K-Star, bought and
boxed supply items for welcome
backpacks (used by the inter-faith
coalition that is helping with our
refugee crisis), searched for examples
of peacemaking around our
community, and spent time at the
cross on the hill.



