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Jesus washed the feet of His betrayer and told His disciples that they would have 
trouble in this world - strange things to say during a once-a-year celebration feast. 
He would later add that they need not fear because He would overcome. 
 
They had expected liberation and victory through the overthrow of Roman authority, 
but this light when out when Jesus was crucified by the very power they had hoped 
to see Him overthrow.  
 
They were hopeless and confused, but when we are most powerless, God proves 
that He is most powerful. We can trust God to make good in a world that is full of 
evil. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-4 
 
Paul tells us that we were all once followers of Satan and spiritually dead in our sins, 
fulfilling all our wicked desires, and deserving of God’s judgment. But God, in grace 
and love, gave us spiritual life through Christ. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus is a living hope for us and a daily gospel. It is the coming of 
God in the flesh, the paying of our sin debt through death on a cross. 
 
Easter Speaks of God’s Mercy 
 
Verse 4 tells us that God is wealthy in mercy. Mercy Is when God withholds what we 
deserve. He dams back what should crash down on us like a flood. 
 
What person do you know that is rich in mercy? Rich in kindness? Despite their 
richness in these, where are they deficient? What are their flaws? 
 
God has no such deficiencies. God is rich in every aspect of his person. Every 
attribute of His being is perfect and unlimited. He does not run out of mercy or 
patience or grace. There are no boundaries to His good attributes. 
 
When the passage tells us, “But God…” it leaves us all in a state of vulnerability. Paul 
has told us how wicked we were then moves to the event that changed us. To our 
surprise, however, it was not our intelligence to understand or our good attributes 
or any decision on our part; it was God. God, alone, intervened to make us alive with 
Jesus through Jesus. 
 
John 3:36 tells us that without the Son, the wrath of God rests on us. 1 John 2:1-2 
explains this, telling us that God has offered Jesus as a sacrifice to turn His wrath 
away from us. This cannot be earned. It cannot be purchased. God must give it, and 
He must give it as an act of grace, as a gift unearned. Ephesians 2:4 told us that we 
were given life through Jesus because of one reason: the great love of God. 
 
The Empty Cross and Tomb Reveal the Love of God 
 
The most foundational truth we teach children is this: “Jesus loves me, this I know.” 
 
Romans 5:8 tells us that God demonstrates His love for us by sending Christ to die 
even as we were sinning and rebelling against Him. Jesus was not a reward for good 
behavior or payment for services rendered. He was not earned nor deserved. Jesus 
was sent in sacrificial love for those who did not and could not deserve Him. 
 
We love to demonstrate our love to our wives and children and grand-children, but 
God demonstrated His love without condition and without limit.  



 
1 John 3:1 tells us that God has lavished on us such an incredible love that we are 
now called His own children. “What kind of love is this?!” John asks us. To those that 
haven’t received His love, it’s like a foreign language. 
 
God’s love does not seek something good in us. A man may love sports because 
there’s a benefit to him through enjoyment or mental interest or fitness. God does 
not relate to us that way. There is nothing good in us except what God puts in us. 
May God root out of us any part of us that says, “No, there is! There is some good in 
me!” There isn’t. Not outside of Jesus. 
 
Likewise, we may feel that God’s love can’t be so great, that there are sins beyond 
His ability to lovingly forgive in Christ, but His love is greater than the greater depths 
of human wickedness. As Ephesians 2:5 tells us, even when we deserved separation, 
death, and hell from God, He came for us and made us alive with His Son as a gift. 
 
Grace is a gift, wholly undeserved, and God’s gift of grace to us is the live, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and faith in His work for us. No one deserves it, and 
that’s why it is beautiful. It can’t be bartered, purchased, or earned. 
 
Ephesians 2:3 tells us that we all, regardless of background or parents or church 
attendance or religious activities, followed our own sinful desires in rebellion against 
God. Do not trust in your self-righteousness, that there is some good in you that God 
will take in place of the sacrifice of Jesus. He’s already told us His judgment on you 
and I; we have been declared guilty. Say yes to your condemnation and God’s verdict 
and do not say no to His offers of mercy and love in Christ. 
 
There is another group of us, however, that does track with the reality of God’s love 
and mercy. We have experienced it and enjoyed it, and we know our salvation is a 
gift of God. Don’t despise this. This is fertile soil to continue growing with Christ. 
Keep looking into and meditating on the love of God towards you in your former and 
continuing sin. 
 
The Resurrection Speaks of God’s Great Kindness 
 
Ephesians 2:7 tells us that God’s grace and mercy isn’t complete. The gospel tells of 
God’s richness in kindness as well. He will continue to show kindness to us 
throughout eternity through Jesus Christ. We are recipients of God’s grace now and 
for all eternity. It will never be exhausted. Even now, God demonstrates His kindness 
through our kindness and mercy and grace towards others. 
 
Romans 2:4 asks us if we despise God’s goodness and patience towards us. Do you? 
Do you bet and gamble towards God’s punishment? His love and mercy and patience 
isn’t a tool to be used against Him to sin as we want, but it’s a taste of greater things 
to come in order to draw us to Him and away from sin - what Scripture calls 
repentance. 
 
God’s kindness is meant to have a transforming effect on us. We were dead but now 
we find ourselves alive. How can we not be thankful? For those of us that continue 
without Him, however, we are without excuse now. We are daily consuming grace 
and mercy from God but not towards salvation, instead it is toward destruction. 
Some of us are consuming grace like a 747 at takeoff. God is constantly not dealing 
with us as He should. Instead of being drawn towards Him because of His grace, we 
use His love and grace as a means to sin against Him even more. See beyond the lies 
of your sin and see the God who has patiently endured you in love. 
 
Come. Repent. Know the other side of God’s grace, mercy, and kindness in Christ 



that leads us into relationship with Him. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


