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When unsure, just take the next logical step by faith 
 
15 verses into the story, the Israelites are still trapped with nowhere to go. They 
can’t take action. There wasn’t even “something” that they could do in a panic, they 
were so ensnared. 
 
Let’s take a moment to place ourselves into the place of the Israelites and learn from 
their response. You have been placed between a powerful army and an impassible 
sea at the Lord’s direction. He has already told you that He plans to harden 
Pharaoh’s heart in order to demonstrate His glory to you by delivering you from this 
terrible situation. Still yet, however, you are full of fear and do what all people do in 
fear - complain. 
 
God tells the people not to be afraid in verse 13-14 because they were afraid. He 
tells them to keep quiet and quash their fear. Instead of breaking out in praise, the 
people responded in fear and complaints. 
 
We often complain to God because we feel that we know better than He does. The 
people of Israel’s “better idea” was to have died in Egypt where they would have at 
least been well-fed. Surely, though, God has a better plan than that. 
 
In verse 15, God tells them to go forward and stop their crying out. The people can 
see nothing. There is no dry land as of yet, but there is a very real and very visible 
army approaching. All they had was faith in the words of God. 
 
Just as the people of Israel did, God sends no one ahead alone. There’s one people, 
one faith, one Christ who is Lord and Savior of all, and He sends us ahead together. 
 
Act on what you do know about God and do not fear. Don’t act in a frantic panic, but 
stand still and watch what God is about to do. 
 
In verse 13, He is clear to the people: stand still and watch God’s salvation come. 
 
When you don’t know what to do, don’t do these things: 
 
Don’t talk yourself through it. Don’t think, “What’s the worst that could happen?” 
Don’t panic and worry. Don’t go with your gut instinct. Don’t google your problem. 
Don’t hibernate and isolate yourself. Don’t phone a friend. Don’t find someone 
who’s passed through it before. Don’t do what comes natural. Don’t call mom or 
dad. 
 
What should we do then? 
 
Fall on your face before God and repent. Start with yourself. What sin is keeping you 
from listening to and following God (Isaiah 30:15-16)? Be still, not busy (Proverbs 
17:27-28). Remember God’s Word, promises, and faithfulness (Psalms 50:15). 
Strengthen yourself in the Lord (Hebrews 12:12-13, 1 Samuel 30:5-6). Ask God to 
show you the last time He gave you an assignment and that you were faithfulness to 
complete it. This forces us to depend on God and not on ourselves. 
 
When you don’t know what to do, do what you know to do until you know what to 
do next. Seek God and wait faithfully. Watch and see God at work. A time will come 
to respond to God at work in faith and action. 
 
Some practical application. If you need a job, get up early, clean yourself up, put on 
clean clothes, and go look for a job. In the background, there’s prayer and trusting in 



God, but you act on what you know you should be doing until God answers. 
 
If you’re behind on your Bible reading or seeking Christ, put away your phone and 
ipad, turn off the TV, and pick up your Bible or a book. 
 
If you’re seek, you go see a doctor. It’s that simple. 
 
If you’re lonely and depressed, look for community and group activities with healthy 
boundaries. 
 
If you’re spiritually dry, tell God about it, pick up the Psalms and pray them back to 
Him, and wait for His response. 
 
God takes care of His people day by day, so that we might remember Who it is that 
cares for us and not trust in ourselves. Nehemiah 9:19. Psalms 42:8. Psalm 110:3. 
Luke 11:3. Luke 68:20. 2 Corinthians 4:16. 
 
20 years ago is the best time to plant a tree. If you missed it then, the best time to 
plant that tree is now. Start today seeking and trusting. 
 
When you don’t know what to do, do what you know to do, and God will show you 
the way. 
 

 
 
 
 


