
Season’s Greetings! 
(The Pastor has lost his mind?)
 
There is a time for everything . . . and timing is
everything!
 
For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven:
2  a time to be born, and a time to die;
    a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 
    planted;
3  a time to kill, and a time to heal;
    a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4  a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
    a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5  a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather    
    stones       
    together;
    a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 
    embracing;
6  a time to seek, and a time to lose;
    a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
7  a time to tear, and a time to sew;
    a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8  a time to love, and a time to hate;
    a time for war, and a time for peace.              
   (Eccl. 31-8 ESV)
 
I know . . . I know . . . I know . . . it's June . . .  
NOT December!
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We are definitely in a new season, one in which we have never
experienced before.  As you look carefully at these opening
verses of Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 you see clear divisions
orresponding to body - soul - and spirit. As we refresh ourselves
with this well known Scripture we’re reminded that there is an
appropriate time for everything under the sun. These verses
don’tjust describe what happens in life ... 
it’s a description of what God has deliberately planned for us!
 
Solomon, in his great wisdom wants to teach us that God is
good and wants to bring joy into our lives.  God desires for us to
experience His joy and His process to bring it about includes
even these opposites! Some of these experiences are pleasant,
some are definitely painful!
 
I’m learning through this new season (of Covid, distancing, and
masks) that God’s plan is always wonderful even when it doesn’t
align with my plan. God is not concerned with making us happy.
God does want to make us holy and He knows what is best and
what’s necessary to accomplish this, for His glory and our good.
 
Life may well throw us a curve but our lives are not determined
by fate, luck, or chance! Acts 17:28 assures us: 
“In him we live and move and have our being’; for we are
indeed his offspring.”
 
So here are my three (3) takeaways rom Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
1.  Life is not arbitrary.
2. God is working in every life situation to make us more like          
   Jesus.
3. Despite circumstances, we are to live life joyfully knowing God 
   is always at work for us.
 
This new season is going to be with us for a long while. Please
feel free to share with me truths that you have observed and
learned as you have dealt with this new season in your life. 
(All replies will be confidential.)
 
Philip and I are grateful for your prayers as we make
preparations to resume our worship. I am looking forward to
seeing each of you as you determine it is safe for you to join us
personally.
Gratefully Yours,
—Bill



 I Corinthians 8:4-13 (ESV)
Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know
that an idol has no real existence, and that there is no God
but one. For although there may be so-called gods in
heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many gods and
many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord,
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through
whom we exist. However, not all possess this knowledge.
But some, through former association with idols, eat food as
really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is
defiled. Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse
off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care
that this right of yours does not somehow become a
stumbling block to the weak. For if anyone sees you who
have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he not be
encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to
idols? And so by your knowledge this weak person is
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus, sinning
against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it
is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food makes my
brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my
brother stumble.
 
Here, Paul is talking about eating food sacrificed to idols. 
When a person needed to buy food in the marketplace in
pagan cultures, many times it was meat from animals
offered as sacrifices to pagan gods.  Paul is clear that, since
we belong to Christ we could consume this meat without
fear.  But at the same time, he is sensitive to those who,
because of their past associations with idol worship, would
be unable to eat this meat without an afflicted conscience. 
That is, you can know something is okay in your head, but
still feel like it is wrong in your heart.  So, rather than offend
those with weaker consciences he was willing to abstain
from eating or drinking, even when he felt he had the "right"
to do so. 
 
Many of us know fellow Christians who were brought up to
believe certain things were sinful but there was no particular
prohibition for a Christian.  They could come have been
brought up in other religions, or in some cases even within
the context of a Christian church.  In fact, the entire book of
Galatians was written because some within the church were
insisting that Gentiles be circumcised and follow other
ceremonial laws from the Old Testament in order to join the
Christian church.  Paul condemns this. And yet, despite Paul’s
condemnation of requiring Gentiles to be circumcised he
himself circumcises Timothy (Acts 16:3) to make him more
acceptable to the Jews, and in his letter to the I Corinthians
(as quoted above) he tells them to bear with their fellow
Christians, who may feel pangs of conscience about some-
 
 

"The better (i.e., the more accurately) we know
God through his Word, the more genuine our
worship will be. In fact, the moment we veer from
what is true about God, we're engaging in
idolatry. Regardless of what we think or feel, there
is no authentic worship of God without a right
knowledge of God.
 
Bob Kauflin,the author of Worship Matters:
Leading Others to Encounter the Greatness of
God wrote "As a worship leader of many years,
I've seen worship trends of all kinds. There have
been seasons where people emphasize certain
characteristics of God, His Love, His Grace, His
Mercy, etc. But the anchor that holds our worship
secure in truth is God's Word. There, and only
there, we learn who Jesus is, what He's done for
us, and what He's doing through us. So, as we
sing old hymns and learn new ones, we must
never forget that the truths we proclaim in song
must be founded on truths found in Scripture."
 
Soli Deo Gloria,
 
Philip Birdsong

Just a note to say "You are missed!"  
We hope to be able to meet again for our
monthly Meeting & Luncheon soon.  It may July
or August before that happens, but we will let
you know in plenty of time.
 
 
 

WORSHIP

TO MASK, OR NOT TO MASK?



TO MASK, OR NOT TO MASK... One thing we do know, is that spread of a contagious disease
is most likely in large congregations of people.  When people
try to “social distance” they often do it imperfectly, and when
people wear gloves or masks who are not accustomed to the
practice, they often do it incorrectly. 
 
Asserting your civil rights in the public square (and on social
media) is one thing.  Asserting your rights in a way that
wounds your "weaker brother" (Romans 14:1) is something
else.  In fact, the Bible warns us about asserting our rights
against one another:  "To have lawsuits at all with one another
is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong?
Why not rather be defrauded? " (1 Corinthians 6:7).
 
Again, the principle is love.  If you asserted your rights to your
brother or sister who sincerely felt unsafe without a mask, who
do you think Jesus is going to sympathize with?
 
As we return to church, consider the feelings of others,
whatever you decide about masks, and however you feel
about some of the other things we are doing to minimize
exposure.  It could be that in the near future that masks will
fade away for the most part.  Maybe they'll occasionally
return when someone is recovering from a procedure or has a
medical condition.  Or maybe they will become something we
see every flu season.  Maybe some folks will always want to
wear masks and others never will. And maybe that's okay.  I
doubt it will be something that people do forever, but if once
in a while you see someone come to church in a face mask,
what's the big deal?
 
Philippians 2:3-4:  "Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in
humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others."
—Chris Rogers
 

thing in which they have freedom, in their case, eating
meat sacrificed to idols.  It didn’t bother Paul, but Paul
knew it bothered some of his weaker brethren (see also
Romans 14:1), so his advice was to bear with them and if
they felt like they were doing the wrong thing, don’t eat
the meat in their presence.  In fact, to rub your freedom
in their nose is actually sinful (Corinthians 8:12). 
 
The principal is simple --that is, the principal of love.  It is
an act of love to bear with people who may think
something is necessary even if you feel that it is not. 
 
Now, what does this have to do with wearing face
masks?  On the surface, not much.  The scripture
reference relates to a question of conscience, not a
question of physical health.  But there is a connection. 
And while the analogy isn't perfect, it is still there.   
 
You do have the freedom to choose whether or not to
wear a mask in public (at least, I think you do in
Tennessee).  No, there is no direct spiritual issue
associated with the wearing or not wearing of a mask. 
Many think the masks are not necessarily effective - or at
least not as effective as people think.  Certainly, one has
to wonder considering that many people don't wear them
correctly, occasionally pulling them down, touching their
face with unwashed hands, so that even if the masks
could be effective, they are not helping most of the folks
that are wearing them.  
 
For the sake of argument that wearing a mask --correctly
or incorrectly-- is a waste of time.  But let's also assume
your mother is concerned about her health and she is
convinced it is necessary to wear a mask.  Would you
wear a mask in her house if she asked you to?  Is it really
a sacrifice to wear a mask when you don't want to and
don't think you need to? If so, then to happily don the
mask for the sake of your mother would be nothing less
than an act of love.
 
Now, let's go ahead and modify the hypothetical
discussion to suggest that your mother doesn't insist on
you wearing the mask, but she wears one herself.
Would you try to make her take it off? Would you mock
her? Would you post her photo on Facebook with a
snarky caption? Since her wearing the mask obviously
won't hurt her, and it obviously won't hurt you, is there
any reason to talk about it negatively?  And are you
really so sure that the mask will be no help to her? At
some point in the future we may all feel better about
going without masks.  And maybe it's true that they
really don't help all that much.  But if it makes your
brother or sister in Christ more comfortable to wear it,
particularly in the sanctuary, what's the big deal?
 
 

EXODUS BIBLE CLASS

You shall not make for yourself a carved image (Exodus 20:4).
And he [Aaron] received the gold from their hand and
fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And
they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt” (Exodus 32:4).
 
Why was God so particular about His image? Some of those
misguided Israelites probably thought they were simply crafting
an image for YHWH God to inhabit, something they could see
and feel and hence, worship more easily. But God roundly
rebuked them for it.  
 
God the Father has never allowed His followers to represent
Him by any earthly image.  As Jesus told the woman of Sychar,
“God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit
and truth” (John 4:24).
There is no image of spirit..  Therefore, it is wrong to represent
Him as a calf, an old man (remember George Burns in 
Oh, God! ?), or even “the man upstairs.” In fact, any image of
God we could could come up with here on earth would do Him
gross injustice, for it would pull down the Creator to the same



Happy Birthday
  2nd  Billy Sanders
  7th  Fleda Adkins
  7th  Megan Sawyer
  9th  Gary Hatmaker
11th  Terry Taphouse
12th  Larry Tanis
19th  John Cain
20th  Peter Sawyer
21st  Cindy Evans
23rd  John LeJeune
27th  Shann Teague
30th  Dan Johnson
 
 

Happy Anniversary
   1st  Bryan & Pam Winter
  7th  Tommy & Joann Overton
12th  Danny & Sharon King
13th  Dennis & Tracy Powers
21st  Shayne & Jennifer Ellison
30th  Cody & Allison Boshears

 

EXODUS BIBLE CLASS...
level as the creature.  Ironically, the only image of Himself
He has ever allowed is Himself in the person of Jesus
Christ.  He is the image of the Invisible God.  
(Colossians 1:15)
 
In our Sunday morning Bible class, we are encountering
intriguing questions such as these. And as YHWH reveals
Himself to the Old Testament Israelites in these pages of
Exodus, we too are coming to know better the one true
God. During this time of isolation, I am teaching via
Facebook Live on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.
Everyone is welcome to join. 
If you are not FB friends with me, send a friend request
to “Bill Horner”. Or if you can’t find me there, email me
at whorner58@gmail.com along with your FB name, and
I’ll look for you. At 9:00 am Sunday just go to my page
and a post will appear with a tab that invites you to join
me Live. If you cannot be there at that time, my post
records the whole teaching (40-45 minutes), and you
can view it later. 
God bless and protect you
—Bill Horner
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
Graduates

Brantlee Busher - Kindergarten 
Bryden Underwood - 5th Grade
Olivia Branam - Campbell County High School
Sydney Nelson - University of Tennessee

 


