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There are so many things that are being said
regarding the times we are facing and will
continue to face for months to come. So allow me
to share a few lessons we should be learning
during these days as FBCJ church members and
community members.
Watching the daily news or cruising social media,
there is really NO NEW news. Numbers change
and charts rise and fall in some places . . . but
there is NO NEW news.
There is a virus attacking us and our accustomed
way of life. This is serious and should be pointing
us toward learning some lessons if we are to grow
in our understanding, wisdom, and relationships
(with others and with God). What lessons are you
and others you know
well learning about _________??
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1. Our fragility.
We cannot contain this virus. We wash our hands, we
isolate ourselves, and we trust
God (not blindly but faith-fully). We listen to the
medical professionals who care about our long term
health and know more than we do. This virus has
exposed just how fragile we are and how we take our
bodies, families, and health for granted.
2. Our equality.
This virus does not respect towns, cities, states,
countries, or nations. We are all apart of ONE global
family, susceptible to the same perils and dangers
(because of global travel). We must model and/or
learn to look up to the Greater ONE for hope, health,
strength, wisdom, grace, patience, and understanding.
America is not immune!
3. Our loss of control.
It is hard for us to admit but we are NOT the
captains of our destiny or the masters of our fate!
We have power and permission to walk around the
block, turn up our thermostats, save or spend the
stimulus check (or share it with the church ). But we
cannot control this invisible virus. We can lower our
risks by using soap and water, hand cleaner, and
Lysol – but we are NOT in control. Always remember:
Anything under God’s control can never be out of
control.
4. The difference between faith and fear.
Some people fear the unknown or crisis. Others
employ faith in Christ, the Good Shepherd of His
sheep. He is, for us, the resurrection and the life!
Faith in Christ alone, trusting Him alone, will scatter
our fears and we will find rest for our souls. Faith
brings liberty, freedom, and joy! Fear isolates and
paralyzes and makes the faithless weary and
burdened.(see Matthew 11:28)

A WORD FROM PASTOR BILL CONTINUED...
5. Our need of God and our need for prayer.
Our prayers are never an interruption to God! All too often as His disciples we feel small and insignificant but we
are never powerless! There are things that we CAN do:
Call out to God for mercy, grace, compassion, wisdom, and hope.
Ask God’s protection on first responders, doctors, officials, those already infected, those who are high risk,.
For the bold ones we can pray Revelation 21:4

✓
✓
✓

6. Our hope.
What hope do you have staring in the face of this Covid-19 virus? Jesus Himself warns us of a FAR greater EVIL,
more widespread, more deadly, more consequential (than Covid-19) that has already struck every man, woman,
and child! This evil leads to and ends in not only certain death BUT eternal death. Jesus calls this evil SIN!
But, In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace
which He made to abound toward us. (Ephesians 1:7) Jesus said,
“I am the resurrection and the life, He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this??”
So, here are 6 lessons, faith points, talking points to share with people over the phone, or over the fence, or across
the street, via twitter or Facebook: with family, friends, or even new first-time acquaintances. May our responses
be faith filled. May all we say and do be for His glory, pointing everyone to the beauty of Christ and all that He
has done for us: today andorever!
• The Gospel Coalition has many helps and resources available on their website
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
Portions of this column comes from an article by Mark Oden (Lessons Learned from the Covid-19 Virus) who is a
regular contributor to this site.

EXODUS BIBLE CLASS
Then He said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord,
you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and seventy
of the elders of Israel, and you shall worship at
a distance. Moses alone, however, shall come
near to the Lord.” (Exodus 24:1-2)
The book of Exodus relates God’s work in
rescuing slaves in Egypt—the children of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—and forging them
into a people for His own possession. His
objective is not just rescue, however but
relationship. Nevertheless, as they set out for
the Promised Land, there is a distance between
Him and this often stubborn, rebellious crowd.
The people vow vehemently, “All that the Lord
has spoken we will do.” Yet again and again
they fail miserably to keep the laws and statutes
God has commanded.
What is God’s purpose behind these myriad
laws? Is it even possible for the Israelities to

obey them all? What can we gain from
studying them today?
In our Sunday morning Bible class, we have
traversed Genesis and the beginnings and are
now following God’s people Israel through
Exodus. During this time of isolation, I am
teaching via Facebook Live on Sunday
mornings at 9:00 am. Everyone is welcome to
join. If you are not FB friends with me, send a
friend request to “Bill Horner”. Or if you can’t
find me there, email me: whorner58@gmail.com
along with your FB name, and I’ll look for you.
At 9:00 am Sunday just go to my page and a
post will appear with a tab that invites you to
join me Live. If you cannot be there at that
time, my post records the whole teaching
(30-40 minutes), and you can view it later.
God bless and protect you during this crazy
time.
—Bill Horner

GIVING
I hope that each of you are healthy and
enjoying your time with your family. This has
been a new routine for all of us.

"

Thankfully we are seeing Spring arrive and the
sunshine always makes us feel better. Get out
and take a walk, it is a great time to pray and
grow closer to our precious Lord and Savior.

The Psalms are filled with songs about heartache,
struggles, and trials. But no matter the situation,
there is an overwhelming weight of God’s grace,
love, and mercy in response to the brokenness!

Thanks to each of you who are obedient to Him
with your tithes and offerings. Even though
things are different, expenses continue. May
God bless you as you give. God is proving
faithful.!

So, in these strange times, my prayer is that the
songs we’ve been singing these past few years will
get stuck in your head and drive you to Scripture
and to Jesus, in whom we find lasting peace.

The staff and deacons continue to work to make
sure you are staying connected through the
Pastors YouTube videos, sermons and our
website. You may not be able to reach us at the
church but please do not hesitate to call our
homes if you have any questions.

Soli Deo Gloria,
Philip Birdsong

Stay in, stay healthy and stay in the Word.
It is a pleasure to serve Him alongside you.

NOW WHAT?

Prayerfully,
Barbara
Now what?

WORSHIP
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so
that we may be able to comfort those who are in
any affliction, with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God."
II Corinthians 1:3-4
Over the past year, I’ve been actively striving to
lead the church in such a way that teaches that
worship is more than a song, a style of music, or
just something we do on Sunday morning before
the preaching.

The question I have been asked most in ministry
is “NOW WHAT?”. Most of the time it wasn’t
that question exactly, it was “Where do we go
from here?” following a very hard time
or a mountain top experience. “How do we
move on?” after an exceptionally hard loss of
either physicality, a loved one dies or a loved
one moves away. You get the picture: ‘NOW
WHAT’ is the bottom line of what they are
asking. This pandemic is new to everyone, along
with the emotions we have when it comes to how
it is affecting us. For some it has been devastating
because you have lost a loved one, others it
has cost you employment or your business. Still
other people's lives have become long hours of
hard draining work to help keep things going. As
the pandemic slows there are more opinions
available out there than there is time to digest
them all.

NOW WHAT...
For Christians it is God’s grace that has saved us (Eph 2:8-10), this expression of Love should trigger a response
back to God out of love (Matt 22:36-40 “The Great Commandment”). Our love for Christ because he has first
loved us is our guide to loving our community. In order for that to be the case, IT has to be our focus and not our
life on this earth. Focusing on Christ is what gives us the ability to press on in hard times, in times we don’t
understand, in times we aren’t sure of. Look at these verses for example:
12 Not that I have already reached ⌊the goal⌋ or am already fully mature, but I make every effort to take hold of
it because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold
of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, 14 I pursue as my goal
the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore, all who are mature should think this way.
And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this also to you. Philippians 3:12-15 (HCSB)
2 Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your
faith produces endurance. 4 But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be mature and complete,
lacking nothing. James 1:2-4 (HCSB)
No matter where you are during this pandemic, remember God is in control, He has already won the battle. It
ended as he rose from the dead conquering death for all eternity. So we need to give the details to him and follow
him no matter the cost.
Remember these facts: you are Loved (John 3:16, Romans 3:23), God is in control (1 Peter 5:6-7, 2 Corinthians 4:89), this life will be hard but Christ is where we find comfort and rest (John 14:1-4, Romans 8:1), you will feel pain;
the Bible is clear on this point (Phil 1:29, James1:2-4), we the church are here to help anyway we can; let us know if
you need help.
Always Celebrate that Christ has overcome the world (John 16:33, 1 John 5:4),
So NOW WHAT, the Bible is clear to what our response should be, frankly it’s never changed. Knowing God is in
control, we are to love God and love people and share that love with others.
If you don’t know Christ as Savior, check out these verses in Romans:
Romans 3:23 … All fail
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Romans 6:23a … the Payment
For the wages of sin is death,
Romans 6:23b … the Gift
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 5:8 … the Demonstration
But God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us!
Romans 10:13 … the Call
For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
Romans 10:9,10 … the result
If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved. One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth,
resulting in salvation.
Praying we never find a new normal but a new ever-growing passion to live a life that reflects the love of Christ to
others in a way that changes their lives. Anxiously waiting for when we can gather again to celebrate what Christ
has done in our lives.
In Christ Love and service,
Terry

JOY

−

It goes without saying that these are strange times
fearful for some, frustrating for others. Times like
these, though, give us valuable insights into that
mysterious black box of the heart. We’ve all been
guilty, at one time or another, of falling into a
religious rut. We have dutifully attended Sunday
schools, services, revivals, and potlucks with the
same emotional energy that we give to visiting the
post-office. We have often checked all the boxes
on the “to-do list” of the faithful Christian while
neglecting an equally important issue: our own
emotions. “Serve the Lord with gladness…” the
Psalmist writes (Psalm 100:2). “Rejoice in the Lord
always; again I will say, rejoice,” the Holy Spirit
commands us again (Philippians 4:4). Throughout
the Scriptures, we are commanded to enjoy God
to act on our knowledge and experience of His
greatness with personal emotion because God is
not truly glorified when we serve and obey Him
without joy. Duty glorifies you because it is based
on your own character: “I do this because I know it
to be right!” Joy, however, glorifies God because it
is a reaction to something outside yourself: “This
person or experience is so wonderful that I cannot
contain myself!” While duty, in and of itself, isn’t
sinful, it is a poor replacement for joy.

−

−

One blessing of strange times like these (Romans 8:28)
is that they prevent us from walking those emotionless
ruts and expectations that we often mistake for joyful
faithfulness. Where have your emotions led you these
past weeks? Personal, intimate worship? Frustration,
murmuring, and blame? Leisure and entertainment?
Where your emotions have led is where your heart
has always wanted to go, whether that be closer to
Christ or further from Him. Don’t waste your isolation.
Now is the time to press the Lord to strengthen and
refine your desires, even to give you new ones. Before
we reunite as a body, before those ruts can fool us
into mistaking duty for joy, we must do the hard work
of prayer. When we return, let us be able to say with
the Psalmist,
“You have put more joy in my heart than they have
when their grain and wine abound” Psalm 4:7
—Cody Boshears,

Around the first of April,
Carolyn Daugherty our
KiDS LiFE leader, mailed
out a packet to the children
who attend our KiDS LiFE ministry on Wednesday
evenings.
In each packet there was a letter from Carolyn
and one from Pastor Bill, 6 lessons, 6 activity sheets
and other puzzles/activities to complete (KiDS LiFE
Homework). The goal is for the children to complete
the sheets they would normally be doing each
Wednesday night and return the completed sheets
to Carolyn (when all of this social distancing is over)
to earn an award. Here are just of few pictures
some parents/guardians have sent to us of the kids
with their packets.
This is Jett
holding his KiDS
LiFE packet and
you can tell by
his smile how
happy and
excited he was!

Angela is holding
her KiDS LiFE
packet, she was
very excited and
said she it made
her feel special!

We love how Ben is
showing his little brother
George how to complete
one of his assignments
from Ms. Carolyn

Bella said
"Thank you for
thinking of me!
& getting a
letter from Bill
made her day!

Here is another
smiling face that Ms.
Carolyn has been
missing. It's Ziva
holding up one of her
completed work
sheets.

Gabriel's mom
says he ask
everyday to work
on his KiDS LiFE
packet

Brantlee, Branson, Peyton & Zailey are excited to receive and
work on their KiDS LiFE packet!

Here is Ethan
reading the letters
and looking through
his KiDS LiFE
packet
Peyton, Presley and Jase never miss KiDS Life! Just look how
intent Jase is reading his letter from Pastor Bill!

Cody not only
enjoys attending
KiDS LiFE, but also
helping out with his
class

Happy Birthday
3rd
4th
4th
8th
18th
18th
30th

Felicia Rogers
Noah Adkins
Lillian Lee
Priscilla Adkins
Ron Brandon
Camden Lee
Nell Rinehart

Alissa is all smiles
opening up her
letters and KiDS
LiFE packet

Happy Anniversary
3rd
4th
8th
26th
30th
31st

Bill & Cheryl Arbo
Bill & Cindy Evans
John & Gail Polly
David & Donna Gummoe
Tony & Erica Simpson
Gary & Penny Hatmaker

