
 

 

 

 

As the quarantine lengthens, we know that everyone's eagerness to get back to worship 

and some form of "normal" again keeps growing. 

 

The State of Tennessee began a phased reopening of businesses and institutions April 30. 

While some churches have chosen to reopen, FBCJ is not meeting as of yet. We, the 

deacons, are writing this letter to explain why, and, hopefully, to answer a few other 

questions you might have. 

 

We want you to know that the deacons have been meeting to discuss reopening since day 

one of our church's closing. 

 

While the state has not placed any legal restrictions on when and how we worship, it has 

provided helpful recommendations that we are prayerfully considering. At the center of our 

discussions, however, is God's Word. 

 

The two great commandments are to Love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength - 

and - to Love our neighbors as much as we love ourselves (Mark 12:29-31). These are the two 

principles guiding all of the church's decisions, both in good times and in bad. Not only do 

we have the responsibility to honor God with our worship, but also the obligation to love our 

neighbors. Part of loving our neighbors means not placing them in unnecessary risk by 

rushing to reopen without fully considering all the evidence. 

 

The church at large hasn't experienced a nation-wide shut down due to pandemic since the 

turn of the century, and every local body in our nation (and many abroad) are carefully and 

prayerfully considering what their next steps will be. 

While we were all taken by surprise by these events, we know that God was not. Trusting that 

Christ knows best, we are prayerfully seeking how best to honor God and love our neighbor 

with the wisdom and evidence that we have available. We also ask that everyone be 

patient with us and to please pray that we would be protected from error as we continue to 

work through these issues.  

As for our eventual reopening, here is what we've been discussing: 

 

1.  We are aiming for two possible reopening dates - May 31 and June 7 - but may delay 

further depending on state recommendations and other new developments. 

 

2.  It will be some time before we can resume Sunday school, Youth, Children's church, 

nursery, and other ministries, such as pickle ball and CR, due to close human contact, 

potential to spread sickness, and difficulty keeping the church sanitized. 

 

3.  The service may take on a different format than which we are accustomed, such as 

whether we will have singing (which is known to disperse the virus). 

 



4. Needless to say, we are going to ask everyone to abstain from hugs and handshakes for a 

time. 

 

5.  Staff may be wearing masks, and masks for everyone else will be encouraged but 

optional. 

 

6.  Sanctuary seating will follow social distancing, though members of the same household 

will be able to sit together. 

 

7. Those with compromised immune systems may want to consider staying home a little 

longer. We encourage everyone to prayerfully consider what is best for their health. Know 

that no one will be judged for your attendance or non-attendance. 

 

We know that opinions about the outbreak and how to respond to it are varied, but we ask 

everyone to please show love, grace, and patience to one other in these difficult times. 

Some of us will be anxious while others are calm. Some will wear masks while others think 

them silly. Whatever we feel personally, we ask everyone to show the patient and accepting 

love of Christ for their brothers and neighbors by abstaining from criticizing or expressing 

frustration towards those with differing opinions. 

 

We also want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has been able to tithe. We 

praise God for the sacrificial giving we've seen over the past few months, which has enabled 

us to continue meeting our body's expenses even as we've been unable to meet physically. 

For those unable to do so, we want to thank you for your prayers and to remind you that if 

you have a need, please make it known to the church. 

 

In closing, we urge everyone not to neglect their personal devotion and discipleship. Use the 

videos provided by Pastor Bill. Watch the Sunday school lesson Bill Horner presents on his 

Facebook page. Use the almost infinite ministry sources available online. These have been 

given to us by Christ for our good. Whatever you do, though, don't neglect your own 

personal study of the Scriptures and prayer. Do what you can to honor the Sabbath however 

you can, even if it isn't the way you are accustomed. Remember God's counsel from the 

book of Micah: "He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of 

you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?" 

(Micah 6:8).   

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Deacons 
 


