
Throughout July and August, Cheryl I want to continue to make personal visits with you . . . any of 
you . . . and all of you!  We want to catch up with you, encourage you, pray with you, help around the
house if anything is needed, tote something homeif you need it, and meet some of your neighbors!
 
So if you would like a visit (or another visit) just call me or Cheryl or Genell at the church.  We will
schedule a time that is convenient.  We can hardly wait to reconnect with those who have still not been able
to return to worship because of the virus and other precautionary issues.
 
C.S. Lewis once wrote, "Friendship is not a reward for our good taste in finding one another.  
It is the instrument by which God reveals to each of us the beauties He has placed in one another.”
 
We are looking forward to seeing you soon  . . . 
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N E W S L E T T E R

What’s a front / back porch
for? Iced tea? Lemonade? 

Good fellowship?
 
The virus has cooled down in our community
but the temperatures are on the rise.  As
I have gotten back out into the community
making personal visits, thank you for allowing
me to stop and visit a while. 



WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

The BAD NEWS  
The GOOD NEWS  
The CATCH (That may sound crass, but bear with me)

Romans 3:23, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 6:23, For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Hebrews 4:14-15, Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast
our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

Romans 5:8, but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
II Corinthians 5:21, For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Romans 3:24-26, “and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as
a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus.

John 14:6, Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

 
What is the Gospel?” In the Christian subculture, “Gospel” is a word that is everywhere.  We hear of “gospel truth” and we enjoy “gospel
music.”  But, that’s not really what we mean when we talk about “the Gospel.” The Gospel is about a Person.  It is about Who Jesus
Christ is, and what He did. 
 
The Gospel (in a nutshell):
This is the Gospel:  Everyone without Christ is under the curse of sin.  But Jesus came and lived for us, and He died for our sin.  We must
trust in Christ to be saved.  Either Jesus pays the price for our sin, or we do.  We have to repent of our sin and follow Christ. 
 
The Gospel message can be reduced to THREE KEY TRUTHES: 

 
The BAD NEWS:  Every human being is under the curse of sin, and by themselves are bound for an eternity in Hell.  No one has the
ability to earn their salvation. 
 
The GOOD NEWS:  Jesus came and became the substitute for sinful human beings by His sinless life and by His death on the cross. 
The Christian who is saved is saved based on the sinless record of Christ and is saved only because Jesus paid the price for our sin on the
cross.  He became our SUBSTITUTE—we get the credit for his SINLESS LIFE because HE TOOK THE BLAME FOR OUR SIN ON
THE CROSS.  By rising from the dead, He proved that he was the Son of God. 
 
The CATCH:   You do not become a Christian automatically.  You have to recognize and agree that you have sinned against a holy
God.  You have to ask God to forgive you based on Jesus’ offer of salvation.  And while you are not saved by good works, good works
will naturally follow if you have actually put your trust in Christ. 
 
So let’s break it all down.
This is the Gospel.  “Gospel” simply means “good news.”  If I said you were going to live forever and could experience an eternity of pure
joy, would you consider that good news?  What if I said  Actually, if I added the fact that you would be in the continual presence of a
Holy God, does it alter the way you think about that eternity? Everyone wants to live forever, but everyone DOESN’T want to live in
the immediate presence of a Holy God. This is because we live in silent dread of the presence of the Holy.
Everyone without Christ is under the curse of sin.  Most people think of “sin” as something “really, really BAD!”   but it doesn’t have to be
that bad.  To “sin” literally means to “miss the mark.”  That is, to “fail to be holy.”  You might look at yourself and see yourself as fairing
well compared to your neighbor, but your neighbor isn’t the standard –the standard is God Himself.  And it is the testimony of Scripture: 

But Jesus came and lived for us…Jesus Christ, being the Second Person of the Trinity, the Son of God, is not a created Being.  In fact,  
     everything that was created was created through Him.  (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16).  He came and lived the perfect, sinless life that you 
     were incapable of living. 

…and He died for our sin.  Physical death is the penalty for sin, so no human could take your place on the cross.  But Jesus literally   
    became sin on the cross for your behalf.  And it is in this way he becomes our substitute—he pays for our sin, and we get the CREDIT  
    for his sinless life. 

We must trust in Christ to be saved.  Either Jesus pays the price for our sin, or we do.  I call this “the catch,” but I don’t mean to say it in
a way that sounds tricky or deceptive.  
 
But you have been deceived if you are led to believe that you can claim the salvation of Christ having never been honest with yourself
and with God about the fact that you don’t measure up to His holy standard.  If you don’t accept His offer of salvation, then you will
experience literal Hell after your death for all eternity.  And you have been deceived if you have accepted a substitute Gospel that doesn’t
exalt the holiness of God, doesn’t confess the sinfulness of human beings, and their inability to save themselves by their own good works.



...WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?
John 3:16-18, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only Son of God.” 

Mark 8:34-35, And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let

We have to repent of our sin and follow Christ.  To “follow Christ” means to walk in obedience to Him.  That means to obey his
commandments—sharing the Gospel, doing good works, and living a life of integrity that honors Him—not because it will earn your
salvation, but out of sheer gratitude. In fact, if you have no desire to obey Christ it is evidence you are not saved. 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
and the gospel's will save it
 
.So that’s it.  The Gospel is really all about Jesus Christ.  And if you are a follower of Christ you know what it means to say your
righteousness is not your own, but in Christ alone who saved you.  But while you can have right information (e.g., “you see the chair”),
and even agree that the information is correct (“you agree that it is a chair”), you haven’t responded until you put your trust in it (“you sit
in the chair”).  
 
So, what are you trusting in to escape the damnation of Hell?  If you are trusting in your good works, the Bible is clear that that won’t cut
it.  You need a substitute.  And the only qualified substitute is Jesus Christ. 
 
This is the Gospel:  Everyone without Christ is under the curse of sin.  But Jesus came and lived for us, and He died for our sin.  We must
trust in Christ to be saved.  Either Jesus pays the price for our sin, or we do.  We have to repent of our sin and follow Christ. 
 
—Chris Rogers
 

Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus, though short, has been considered by many commentators as one of the most difficult books of the
Bible—a description that I am learning by experience to be true. Ephesians is, above all, dense. 
 
In the opening verses of this letter, Paul whisks us away into eternity past, leads us through human history, halts us briefly at the present,
and sweeps us forward into eternity future. Throughout, he weaves doxology (praise), theology (truths about God), and doctrine (sound
teaching). He explores justice, relationships, and the very emotions of God. He opens the veil to mysteries hidden before even the stars
were spoken. In the original Greek, Paul wrote these twelve verses in one unbroken, breathless sentence. One can feel the overflowing, 
raw emotion of Paul the man as he is overwhelmed—even mastered—by the truths he unveils to God’s people. 
 
Our goal in reading the twelve verses of Ephesians 1:3-14 is to fully feel what Paul felt when the Holy Spirit gripped his heart and pen,
moving him to write the greatest summary ever written. As Paul put it at the start of verse 3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ…”—blessed: in this context, meaning “worthy of our praise.” 
 
Paul believed the summary he is about to share is powerful fuel for worship—that by being confronted with the work of God for us, we
would be overwhelmed with awe, adoration, and thankfulness such that we cannot help but break out in His praise.
 
But, make no mistake, Ephesians will not give up its euphoria so easily. I think most of us, myself included, have read through these twelve
verses and found ourselves staring at a wall in a glazed expression of mental exhaustion. Reading and studying these twelve verses is like
finding a vein of gold deep underground and hauling it up one handful at a time—you’re happy to have found it, but the effort is
daunting. The temptation becomes to grab what you can, find what satisfaction you can in it, and move on, leaving most of the treasure
buried below your feet. 
 
But the effort is worth the reward. 
 
Prayer and study and meditation and questions for friends and pastors and Sunday School teachers will bring harvest upon harvest from
these twelve little verses. Every good doctrine, every new insight into the person and work of Christ, every glimpse of the glories of a
future yet-to-be all fit into these verses like little threads in a grand tapestry that make the work and character of God the Father, Son,
and Spirit clearer and clearer with each poke of the needle. 
 
You won’t exhaust these twelve verses in an hour or a day, not even in a year or in a decade. Revisit them. Rethink them. Place all your
knowledge of the Word in them—you’ll find ample space on their shelves. Turn these twelve gems over again and again. Examine them,
and, every time, you’ll find some new-facet, some nuance, some new reflection you hadn’t seen there before. 
 
Pray for and pursue the promised reward for your efforts—rock-solid, unshakeable security in the character of God overflowing in deep-
hearted love, adoration, and joy to the praise of His glory. The Word and the Spirit will not leave you disappointed.
 
—Cody Boshears
 
 

THE TWELVE GREATEST VERSES IN THE BIBLE



WELCOME BACK! We've missed our time together!
The Senior Adult Meeting & Luncheon will resume
beginning the second Tuesday of August. 
 
Our world has changed since the era of the COVID-19
Virus.  With this being said getting back to normal is now a
new normal.
 
The Senior Luncheon will now be catered.  Lunches will be
delivered and served by Rickard Ridge.  The menu will
consist of BBQ, Potato Salad, Slaw, Hushpuppies, Corn
Nibblets, Brownies  and Tea.  The cost is $5.  Tickets will be
available beginning the last week of the month until the
Wednesday before the regular scheduled meeting date of
the 2nd Tuesday. 
 
Please see John or Wanda Cain or Doris Goins to make your
reservation. 
 
The meetings will be held in the sanctuary, everyone please
enter and we will go downstairs to the Family Life Center
for the luncheon.
—John Cain
 

" "He saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit." 
 Titus 3:5
 
It's verses like this that inspire me to find songs that echo its
truth, so the whole church can give praise to the God of
Grace, Mercy, and Love.
 
Songs like 'His Mercy Is More' and 'How Deep the Father's
Love for Us' remind us that there's nothing good in us to
deserve His loving kindness toward us, and it's all about His
righteousness. 
 
So, every Sunday, my mission is to prepare our hearts and
minds, and focus our attention on the Gospel of Christ Jesus,
that we may be changed by the Holy Spirit to do the work
He's called us to.
 
Soli Deo Gloria,
—Philip Birdsong

WORSHIP

Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary

  
  6th  Rachel Branam
  7th  Ann Burrell
21st  John Daugherty
25th  William Rogers
27th  Will Jones
31st  Dylan Slover
 
 
 

  1st  Steve & Melanie Ward
  7th  Paul & Georgea Green
19th  Bob & Pat Houtsinger
20th  Mark & Barbara Rinehart
 

 

STAYING CONNECTED

The  staff and deacons continue to work to make sure you
are staying connected.  If you have not yet been able to
attend Corporate Worship at 10:30am on Sunday Mornings,
we hope you are able to watch Bill's sermons on YouTube 
or on Facebook Live. 
 
Bill Horner is now teaching a Sunday School Class at
9:30am at the church, and it is also on his Face Book page. 
 
Prayer Requests can be sent through the website at
fbcjacksboro.org
 
The church office is once again open Monday - Fridays
from  9am - 3pm.
 
Kids Church is back. . . although different, we are so excited
to see the kids once again learning about God's Promises.
 
Nursery will also be back very soon.
 
We are thankful for those who are obedient to Him with
tithes and offerings.  Even though things are different,
expenses continue, but God is proving to be faithful.  
May God bless you as you continue to obey His commands.
 
 
 
 


