
M E S S E N G E R

Please Don’t Forget . . . . 
With all that we have going on at home, at work, with the kids at school, and
at church, it will be easy to forget February 14th is Valentine’s Day!  Just
reading and considering that Valentine’s day is coming, what emotions does it stir
up??  Panic? Worry? Concern?  How about joy, happiness, delight, pleasure? 
You can make it a special day of togetherness.

If you can cook . . . . you’re sitting pretty. (I can’t cook anything ☹)
If you can write poetry . . . . you’re sitting pretty. (I can’t write poetry ☹)
If you can sing . . . . . you’re sitting pretty. (I certainly can’t sing ☹)
If you can play music . . . . . you’re sitting pretty. (I’m not musical ☹)

If you’re playing close attention to the things that your spouse has been
searching for online or watching TV commercials . . . . you’re sitting pretty!
If you have an Amazon Prime account or Sam’s Plus account, you’re sitting
pretty right now too 😊!
It all starts with a thoughtful card that must be bought early. DON’T wait
because all the good ones are gone. If you wait too late it’s “a pig in a poke”
because all the GOOD cards have been stuffed back into any old slot because
we’re too impatient to put it back in the right slot 😊.
Lastly: make whatever you do personal.  Insure it comes from the heart and
not obligation. Make it about “them” and not about the gift (that should reflect
your love for them!  
Show them love and gratitude!  You know their love language, I don’t.
 
“Let the love of Christ (our only hope) dwell in you richly and poor out of you
abundantly.”
_Bill

February  2021 Volume 39  Number 2 

First Baptist Church Jacksboro

IN THIS ISSUE

THE

N E W S L E T T E R

Announcements, Birsthdays  & Anniversaries                     
Valentine's                     Bridges to Recovery Open House                    

 FBCJ's Shoe Boxes & Shoe Box Stories



      Extra grateful this season reflecting on our

Father's faithfulness despite a year when nothing

seems to go "as planned".  Even so we have made

unexpected memories and look forward to what is 

to come!

      Thank you for your continuous prayers and

partnership in the gospel.   Merry Christmas, may

Jesus be your truest treasure.

"When they saw the star they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy." 

 Matthew 2:10

Rejoicing in our Savior,

"A" & "H"

  8 Adam Ditmer

10 Georgea Green

15 William Baird

17  Sydney Nelson

18  Bryan Winter

18  Rachel Ward

20 Bill Arbo

23 Ayden Marlow

26 Valerie Branam

2  Todd & Kim Allen

6  Jeremy & Christy Adkins

6  Marcus & Nell Rinehart

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Senior Adults 

will NOT meet

 in February

A NOTE FROM OUR MISSIONARY FRIEND "A"



http://www.facebook.com/Bridges2Recovery4You


     As for me, my heart had been hardened by my early childhood as a refugee.  

     I didn’t understand why people hated other people enough to kill them just

because they were different from them. I hated people, because they were

capable of such blind violence—all people, except my family.

     But when I received my shoebox at age 11, it changed everything. 

     A stranger loves me enough to give me a gift? How can someone love me

when they don’t even know me? How is that possible, when our neighbors in

Rwanda had tried to kill us? 

     I thought I had the world figured out, and the shoebox turned my world upside

down. In fact, it turned my life right side up. I put my faith in Christ later that

year.

     At the shoebox distribution, I had tried to trade one of my gifts for a soccer

ball. I had received a wool scarf. I lived in the tropics. I had no idea what to do

with this thing. But I had been taught to save everything and waste nothing, so I

stored the scarf away.  

     Three years later, years after our initial application, my family received

refugee resettlement in Buffalo, New York. It’s one of the coldest cities in the U.S.       

     Was this a coincidence? No way.  

     My precious scarf is still meaningful today. It is a promise to me that Jesus

knew my past, and He knows my future and what I will need.  

     Jesus is always a step ahead, waiting at the end of the line to keep me warm

like a loving father does. The scarf not only kept me warm, it warmed my heart.

     To those whom God used to send me this gift—thank you for keeping me

warm. Not only did the scarf keep me comfortable physically in the cold Buffalo

weather, but it helped to thaw out my heart. I became brave enough to take a

chance on people again.

     I love people now. I want to help them in Jesus’ Name.  In that vein, this

summer I’ll be helping to dig water wells at three village churches in Togo. These

churches formed as a result of the spread of the Gospel through the shoebox

distribution there more than 10 years ago.
 

  YVES and a SCARF

  Shoe Box Stories

The Shoe Boxes that FBCJ sent this past November went to Rwanda.  Below  is  the

story of how a shoe box changed the life of an 11 year old boy, named Yves.

To read more stories from Shoebox Stories go to: 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Stories: Yves and a Scarf (samaritanspurse.org)

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-stories-yves-and-a-scarf/

