
The leaves are already beginning to change
Deer hunters are already wearing their new cologne
Mums are replacing petunias on front porches
Pumpkins and gourds are on sale at Wal-Mart
At church we no longer have aisles or rows of seats
Every Sunday we have new guests to meet and greet
The water level at the lake has already dropped
There are fewer boats blocking off the pumps at Weigels
It’s Football Time in Tennessee again

A ladies ZOOM Bible study lead by Cheryl Arbo (sign up now ladies)
Sunday evening prayer time will begin again
Some type of simple, voluntary fellowship will follow our prayer time
Wednesday evening we hope to launch two small in person Bible studies
We are praying towards something family friendly on Sunday afternoons

As we look around our city, county, community, and church we can see that things are not staying the same.  Seasons
change and we would be shocked if they didn’t as fall approaches.  But our church is changing too as God leads us!
Change is everywhere we look, and it is only going to grow more pronounced.  

 

 
I know that you could easily add to this list! So, allow me to share a few things that are on the horizon for change.  I share
these things as upcoming plans that warrant our prayers and support . . . not for information only!  Here are some
changes that are coming Lord willing:

 
For those of you who are “all too familiar” with the way things have been around here these changes are even more
noticeable.  For our guests and new folks that God has been bringing . . . we hope to see you there. It will be a welcomed
opportunity for us to get to know one another better.  The lack and absence of fellowship in our church and among our
people has been the most difficult change to deal with.
 
May God bless each of you, our community, and our country as we head into this season of Thanksgiving.  Let’s not just
talk about it, decorate for it, or await it.  Let’s model it and share it with friends, family, and neighbors! 
 All for His glory!

-Bill
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 We have an immediate need for typing skills to help create the many forms and
booklets needed to administer and deliver the program.
We need someone to help administer our social media pages and help maintain a
website, which will be helpful in fundraising and creating awareness of the
program.
We need teachers to deliver program content.  The courses are short.
One of the most important needs and rewarding position is for mentors.          
 We will train you.
We need a van to transport the women to work, meetings, 

We need advisors and board members to expand the management team.
We must have prayer warriors.  We're in a spiritual war and need people praying
over the women's ministry.

       medical appointments, etc.

   4th  Wendy Thompson

11th  Lydia Ditmer

14th  Samantha Sanders

18th  Leah Ditmer

18th  Nancy Thompson

19th  Marty Fenton

21st  Ziva Sanders

22nd  Carol McClain

24th  Jane Teague

27th  Oliva Branam

28th  Steve Ward

28th  Freda Byrd is turning 97 years young, if you would like to send her a card at LaFollette Courts Assisted

Living, the address is: 139 N. Massachusetts Ave., LaFollette, TN 37766

   1st  Jonathan & Priscilla Adkins

  3rd  Robert & Sonya Lee

16th  Al & Donna Skidmore

20th  Philip & Wendy Thompson

21st  John & Carolyn Daugherty

BRIDGES TO RECOVERY HOME FOR WOMEN
     

Bridges to Recovery is a new  Christ-centered program for women in recovery from
addiction.  We are targeting November as the opening date of the home and have a lot of
work to do to get ready so we need people - men and women! 

We are planning a workday at the Bridges to Recovery home October 3, 2020.   Bring your tools and help us paint, do
yard work, and move furniture into the house located across the street from the church, which is the former
parsonage. (139 Valley Street, Jacksboro)
We're also having a cookout and inviting graduates of the former "Shepherd's Home" to come for a reunion.
If you are interested in participating and have a heart for this type of ministry, please contact Tanya McCall or Nancy
Thompson .

Tanya McCall:  

513.703.1231  

Nancy Thompson:

407-310-7082

EMAIL:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK

contact@connectionstorecovery.org



Hello Friends,
     You all know how 
we occasionally have 
an update on our phone or iPad. So here is an update
on our Sister Time group leader.  I had been to visit
Bill’s family on the gulf. We had a great time seeing
family. But unfortunately,  I came home with a very
BAD souvenir! Food poisoning for a week! Now my
sweet mother is visiting here with us.  All that to say I
haven’t forgotten those of you who have signed up
with Genell for our online "Sister Time" Bible study
group.  I Hope to be starting soon!  If you are
interested and haven’t signed up, just call the office
to join. I’m praying for you & Look forward to
spending time with you soon. 
     Please pray for our Missionary A. who will be flying
to her field on October 1,  she will be working to
teach the K people. Pray for her health & safe travel
also to be so very flexible in adjusting to her new
culture, climate and home. May God pour out His
grace upon her and meet every need! 
With my love, 

Cheryl

Please join us on Tuesday, October 13th at 11:00am
for our Senior Adult Meeting and Luncheon.  Our
guest speaker will be Rae Milhal, she will share with
us about the time she spent living in Saudi Arabia.
The lunch will be catered Pizza.  Please call Genell at
the office and let her know if you will be attending.
We need a head count by Wednesday, October 7th.
We will once again be social distancing, upstairs in
the Worship Center for our meeting, and also as we
have lunch downstairs in the Family Life Center

Don't let our new friends scare you, they are part
of a new greeting team as you come into  the

Family Life Center and the kid's area.

PLEASE DON'T FEED THE ANIMALS!

SISTER TIME UPDATE



Christians are saved by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ alone.  But what does that mean exactly?  Grace can
be understood to contrast with Justice.  “Justice” is what a person deserves.  In our case, as sinners, we understand that we
deserve Hell.  Most of what we understand about Hell comes from the mouth of Jesus Christ.  
 
John 3:16-18, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world;  but that the world through him might be
saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth  not is condemned already, because he hath not believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

Matthew 13:36-42, Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying,
“Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.” He answered and said unto them, “He that soweth the good seed is the Son
of man; The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; The
enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.  As therefore the tares are
gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.  The Son of man shall
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast
them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”  

Revelation 20:11-14, And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away;
and there was found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the
books, according to their works.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which
were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death.

Saved by GRACE through Faith Alone
Unlike Justice, when we receive Grace we receive something we do not deserve.  It can be understood as “unmerited
favor.”  When you “merit” something, you work for it.  When you have favor that is UNMERITED it means that someone
loves you for no other reason than their love, not because of anything that you did, or for any quality that person sees in
you.  When you deserve punishment for something, and receive mercy instead of judgement, you are receiving “favor”
that is undeserved, that is, you did not do anything to earn it.  If our basis for eternal salvation is an unearned love that is
freely given, we are NOT GETTING WHAT WE DESERVE.
 
WAGES contrasted with a GIFT 
WAGES is understood as payment for something you’ve done.  When you work for an employer, he pays you your wages. 
A GIFT by definition is something we do not deserve.  Do you give gifts to your children at Christmas time or birthdays
because they “deserve” them, (that is, as a reward for a year of obedience), or do you give them gifts that they DO NOT
DESERVE, but YOU WANT THEM TO HAVE for no other reason than because you love them?  
 
Consider these two verses:
      
Romans 3:23, For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Romans 6:23, For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

You are probably familiar with both of these passages, whether or not you remember where they come from.  But
especially consider the wording of 6:23 when it comes to “wages.”  The Bible says that the “wages” of sin is death.  Since we
have all sinned, that’s what we deserve.  Death here is understood as “eternal death” in Hell.  But while the wages is
death, it is contrasted with the “gift of God.”  We receive that gift, according to Scripture, based on the love, mercy, or
GRACE of God, not by works.

SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH ALONE



Saved by Grace through FAITH Alone
Now that we understand Grace we need to understand Faith. 
According to Hebrews 11:1 it is the “substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  If you
find that definition confusing it is because it is best understood as a poetic expression than a cold
definition.   Faith simply means “trust.”  If you are sitting in a chair, you trust (have faith in) its ability to
support your weight.  When you look at a rickety bridge, you may doubt (lack faith in) its ability to support
your weight.  Whether or not you have faith in your friend to babysit your children will be related to
whether or not you feel that friend is worthy or your trust, or “trust-worthy.”
if you have faith in Jesus Christ, you trust that what the Bible says about Him is true.  So,  when we say you
are “saved by grace through faith alone,” we could restate it by saying you are “saved by GOD’s LOVE
because you TRUST Him.”  The BASIS for God’s love is NOT OUR WORK, but the WORK OF JESUS CHRIST—
that work includes both His sinless life, and His death on the cross for our sins.
 
Ephesians 2:1-10, And you hath he quickened*, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience:  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as
others.  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened* us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  And hath raised us up together, and made us
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his
grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  
[*Quickened = “made alive.”]
 
You deserve damnation for your sin, but God provided a way out.

Romans 5:1, Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

Ephesians 2:9, Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Jesus Christ is the SUBSTITUTE you need—he is the only one who can take your place on the cross for your
sin because he had no sin in himself.  When you put your trust in him, YOU GET THE CREDIT FOR HIS
SINLESS LIFE.  That is what we mean when we say our righteousness is in Jesus Christ alone.  And it is only
when your sin is covered by the blood of Christ that you can actually go forth in a true obedience. Before
you were saved you did good works because of fear of punishment, or thought they would make you look
good in the eyes of others, or perhaps to appease an angry God.  Sometimes they made you feel good
about yourself, but often you may have resented even your good deeds.  But since God’s wrath was
satisfied on the cross, your good works are done in gratitude and obedience to Christ.  It is in this way that
your good works can have real value because your life can truly glorify God.

In one sense you are “saved by works,” but not works of your own.  You are saved by the work of Jesus
Christ— not from your works,” lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:9).  That is, you have nothing to
brag about if you are saved, other than the goodness and love of God through Jesus Christ.

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, King James Version, Public Domain.


