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Making this Christmas the Best Ever
We have all learned a thing or two about our country, our society, our community,
and ourselves as we approach the holidays with the Virus still raging. What can we
do? What should we do? What do we have to do? What do others expect us to do?
This edition of our newsletter could be all about the things we want to be doing but

’

CAN T! Because we are all by nature creatures of habit steeped in tradition, we
find it hard to make changes. For example: NO Christmas plays, NO Cantatas, NO
Church Christmas Dinner, NO Sunday School parties, NO special Youth events,

’

and NO Children s parties this year (at least at FBCJ). No shopping trips to
Knoxville or Pigeon Forge!

In fact, probably every one of you is asking?

What are we waiting for with many of our traditions canceled?

What will we do for the Christmas holidays?

Do we celebrate or and call the whole family home to CC for Christmas?

Do we dare consider a

“ZOOM Christmas”?

And everyone stays put?

Do we leave CC and celebrate Christmas away with family?

These are very personal questions with each one bearing consequences. Because

you are loved deeply by others . . . please choose wisely.

So what can we do to absorb some of the shock that restrictions and canceled

tradition will bring this Christmas season? Let me offer a few suggestions:

1.

Plan ahead, start early and do some research

2.

Create a new family Christmas activity

3.

Do something you ve never done before for the holidays

4.

Make this

5.

Discuss some of your ideas with others. Or ask others for ideas and help

6.

Believe that this could still be the greatest Christmas ever!

7.

Focus on what we can do and not upon those things we can t do

8.

Find a need and meet that need secretly (we can help with this one)

9.

This year, 2020, challenge yourself to behold the Christmas mystery

’

“new thing” a series of activities not just one big BANG

’

10. Share the meaning, mystery, & message of Christmas with a stranger

Christmas has a strange power even to worldly unbelievers. The real magic and
mystery of Christmas is not in gifts and goodies, presents and familiar traditions, indoor
coziness and outdoor snow. What lies at the heart of Christmas is a supernatural
mystery whispering to our souls that God himself became one of us.

’

This year as we are reminded of what Advent is all about, let s draw others to Him,
to the mystery, asking God to make this the greatest Christmas ever. Bringing
family, neighbors, and friends into His kingdom as new believers. When was the last
time your prayer during the advent season was for a beloved friend, neighbor or family
member to by gloriously saved??
Will you pray this along with me?

’

The Covid virus does not thwart or change God s plans, purposes, love, or Gospel.
In fact, this could be your greatest Christmas ever!
-Bill

Songs of Hope: The Gospel Coalition Advent ConcerT

Many of the "in-person" Christmas programs and concerts have been canceled because of the pandemic this
year. That’s why The Gospel Coalition decided to put together a virtual Advent concert this year, featuring
many gospel music groups. How to watch? The concert will be streamed on the gospel coalition website:
thegospelcoalition.org
and on YouTube, Facebook, and on The Gospel Coalition smart TV apps. What time? The 90-minute
concert will premiere at 8 p.m. EST on Sunday, December 6, 2020. But it will be available to watch in its
entirety any time after this premiere. Do I need a ticket? No, the concert is totally free. Just pull it up on the
screen of your choice, and enjoy it in the safety of your home!

2nd Cody Boshears
2nd Michael Nelson
2nd Barbara Rinehart
3rd Robin Housley
3rd Pat Houtsinger
7th Chris Rogers
10th Benjamin Blackwell
11th Allison Boshears
12th Madie Jo Nelson
17th Kim Allen
17th Neil McClain
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Mike McCall
Juanita Jones
Madison Chao
Philip Birdsong
Rob Lee
Joann Overton
Tracy Powers
George Blackwell
Donna Skidmore
DeLynn Boshears
Gail Polly

21st Mike & Pat Nichols
29th JD & Juanita Jones
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Senior Adults will not meet in December

F
GOD'S LOST &
The Lost Sheep
The Lost Coin
The Lost Brother
The Lost Sibling

Merry Christmas

The church office will be CLOSED for
Christmas on Thursday, December 24th
and Friday, December 25th

BRIDGES TO RECOVERY HOME UPDATE

We have been very busy painting, cleaning, installing smoke detectors, security and internet, interviewing potential
staff, volunteers, and mentors while taking care of many other details to be ready to open the recovery home.
In addition, we have added Georgia Sergent, Billy Sanders, and Dan Johnson to the Board of Directors. We are
seeking additional members for the board, so let one of us know if you know of anyone with skills and a passion for
this ministry.
The community and several churches have been very generous with donations for mattresses, support for the
program, furniture, kitchen utensils, pantry supplies, toiletries, and paper products.
We are very grateful to First Baptist Church of Jacksboro for the many paper products donated.
This represents quite a significant cost savings for the house budget. Thank you!
Jody Troutman and I went to court last Friday and the judge announced he will not be releasing anyone from jail in
December. He offered to let us interview one candidate for our program but it is not practical to open the home this
month for only one person. So, regretfully, we will not be able to open until January. We will be using the available
time to work on and refine our program. God is in control and his timing is perfect, as we all know.
Thank you so much for being an important part of this ministry.
Tanya McCall, Jody Troutman and Bridges to Recovery Board of Directors
If you have any questions, please contact us.
Email: bridges2recovery4you@gmail.com
Phone number is 423-317-1123.

