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          Why Crusaders?

FORTY SEVEN YEARS AGO THIS MONTH he stood on the floor of 
the Miami Convention Center pleading with delegates to the General 
Assembly to resist the siren of “philosophical theology.”  He called the 

Assembly to stand with our Lord who declared God’s Word to be man’s final 
authority and marriage to be a lifelong pledge of fidelity between a husband and 
wife.  “Biblical theology” he urged, must be the Church’s first commitment.  He 
reminded the Assembly that this was, as their Quadrennium Theme proclaimed, 
“The Time For Truth!”
 My Father, 40, was interrupted by a delegate’s motion to end discussion. A 
rapid vote to end his message followed by an immediate vote to abandon the 

remarriage was completed in less than 15 minutes. The discussion and vote 
for which he had prayed and prepared and planned for months was apparent-
ly a fait accompli.
 Driving home from Florida we stopped in Lynchburg, Virginia where 
Gospel Singer Doug Oldham was introducing a brand new Gospel great by 
the Gaithers.  I saw tears in my father’s eyes as Oldham sang, “Because He 
lives I can face tomorrow, Because He Lives all fear is gone,  Because I know He holds 
the future, Life is worth the living just because He lives!”
 Within 5 weeks of the General Assembly our family was pressured 
to move and on July 26, 1972, 67 souls gathered in our living room for a 
prayer meeting like no other I’ve ever experienced.  Sister Fern Bialeschi,95, 
reminded us of God’s promise, “Behold I will do a new thing, now it shall spring 
forth, …I will make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:19).  
“I can’t help but believe God is in this,” she testified.

Today there are 5 Faith Crusaders congregations in Urbana-Cham-
paign, IL, Bloomington-Normal, IL, Decatur, IL, Danville, IL, and 
St. Louis, MO.  On Easter weekend this year there were nearly 1,000 

souls in our churches.  Faith in the Future is read in 2,500 homes.  
 Our witnesses make over 15,000 calls a year—working Bus Ministries, 
Great Commission, Door-to-Door outreaches, Pastoral Calls, and promoting 
Evangelistic services—sustaining Crusaders’ front-line strategy for reaching 
the lost and building up believers.   
 We have claimed OUR LORD’S PROMISE for our 47th Founder’s 
Week:  I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH AND THE (Concluded on Page 4)
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EDITOR’S STANDPOINT

MEET THE EDITOR
Every Sunday 11am & 6pm
Faith Community Church
2969 N. Lindbergh Blvd
St. Ann, MO 63074

SOCIAL MEDIA CONNECTION
Facebook: Rick Jones
Faith Community Church
St. Louis

Twitter: Onward7

Blog: 
ReachingForth.blogspot.com

Web Pages:
FaithintheFuture.org
FCCStLouis.org

YouTube:
Live Stream Messages
youtube.com/FCCSTL-Live

IT’S SATURDAY NIGHT
Gospel Singing
Youtube.com/user/rmjones58

E-Mail:
rmjones58@gmail.com

Pastor Rick Jones, 60, is the Pastor of  Faith Community Church - Crusaders Church of  Saint 
Louis, MO. He graduated Magna Cum Laude from the University of  Illinois, and Summa Cum 
Laude from Christ Theological Seminary.  He and his wife Vickie have one daughter, Tressa.  

Pastor Rick Jones, Editor - St. Louis
In Concord, MA near the bridge where the 
“shot that was heard around the world” 

was fired, in front of  the Old Manse
home of  Patriot Pastor William Emerson.
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historic stand of the church against unscriptural 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH:
We believe:
...In one God--the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
...That the Old and New Testament
Scriptures are infallible and wholly 
inspired by God and are the sole authority
for matters of  faith and Christian living.
...That man is born with a fallen nature
and is inclined to evil.
...That the finally impenitent are 
hopelessly and eternally lost.
...That the atonement through Jesus
Christ is for the whole human race, and
whosoever repents and believes on the
Lord Jesus Christ is justified, sanctified,
and saved from the dominion of  sin.
...That the very God of  peace sanctifies
wholly so that the whole spirit, and soul,
and body, may be preserved blameless
unto the coming of  our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
...That the Holy Spirit bears witness to
sonship, and every stage of  grace in the
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...That our Lord will return, the dead will
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FUTURE, the monthly publication of  
Crusaders Churches USA,” and a copy is 
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(Continued from Page 2) 
GATES OF HELL WILL NOT PRE-
VAIL!    
 As the malignant forces of disbelief, 
demoralization, and decadence distort 
and destroy the soul of our nation, only a 
pure, vibrant, and aggressive Christianity 
can awaken, revive, and preserve us. Nev-
er before has the Crusaders quadrilateral 
been more needed:

THE HOLY BIBLE
The Word of God is 

Inspired, Inerrant, Infallible.

THE HOLY HEART
Only the pure in heart will see God.
It is the Spirit of Pentecost who

Regenerates 
(that which is born of the Spirit is spirit), 

Sanctifies 
(God has chosen you to salvation through sanc-

tification of the Spirit) and 
Entirely Sanctifies 

(The very God of peace sanctify you wholly...
Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.)

THE HOLY HOME
Ordained, Ordered, and Operating 

by God’s design.

THE HOLY LIFE
Prayerfully, thoughtfully, and intentional-

ly applying Scriptural principles 
and practices in every sphere of our lives 

out of a profound and perfect love
for God and He good, acceptable, and 

perfect will.

 We know that form devoid of force is 
lifeless.  But when the Spirit of Pentecost 
purifies our hearts, empowers our will, 
and guides our lives, these commitments 
become more than convictions, they 
become an unstoppable cause.  
 Great Commission Outreaches are 
now underway. Founder’s Week is fast 
approaching. Who will rise up and join 
Crusaders in these last days to assault the 
gates of hell, to rescue those held in the 
grip of vice, and to advance the cause of 
Scriptural holiness?  Count us in!  
           ONWARD!

EDITOR’S STANDPOINT
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F O U N D E R ’ S   V I S I O N

THE GATES OF 
HELL WILL NOT

PREVAIL
____________

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and 

the gates of  hell shall not prevail against it. .
MATTHEW 16:18

By Pastor E. O. Jack Jones, Bishop 1972-2007

T
HEN EVERY CHRISTIAN 
has “Faith in the Future!”  How 
could any Christian be a pes-
simist?  These are the words of  

our Lord: “…I  will build my Church, and the 
gates of  hell shall not prevail against it.”  Now 
let’s hear no more about a “post-Christian” 
era: there will never be one!
 Let us spend no time refuting the silly 
notion that Christ would build His Church 
on Peter.  The Scripture settles that, “For 
no other foundation can no man lay than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  1 Corin-
thians 3:11.  Men of  very ordinary intelli-
gence understand that the rock on which 
Christ builds is the confession of  Peter:  
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of  the Living 
God.”  Matthew 16:17. “Wherefore He is able 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make in-
tercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25.
 If  the Church were built on man it 
would doubtless have succumbed centuries 
ago!

 This is a large promise, “the gates of  
hell shall not prevail,” but consider Him 
who promised!  This is the Second Person 
of  the Trinity,the God-man, the Christ of  

This article first appeared 
in the APRIL 1999

FAITH IN THE FUTURE

Calvary, the One who could say, “All power 
is given unto me, both in heaven and in earth!”  
With such a personage and such power the 
promise cannot fail!
 Consider the price He paid to assure 
the final victory of  the Church, and the 
character of  the victorious Church.  “Hus-
bands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the Church and gave himself  for it; 
That he might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of  water by the word, That 
he might present it to himself  a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish.”
 Christ loved the Church.  It is His body.  
He loves it as a faithful husband loves his 
chaste wife.  Those who are united in Holy 
Matrimony after the Scriptural pattern un-
derstand this well; there is a oneness expe-
rienced in this relationship unparalleled in 
any other human institution.  My moth-
er had deeply mourned the death of  her 
grand-parents, her parents, her sister, her 
and her daughter, but she said, “Son there 
is no loss so grievous as losing the husband 
of  your love.  Love is eternal.”
 This is the love of  Christ for His 
Church, and the reason He will never al-

Pastor Eugene O. “Jack” Jones, ministered for over 50 years.  In 1972 he established the first 
Crusaders Church of  America--Faith Church of  Urbana-Champaign, IL.  At age 75, our first 
Bishop was promoted to heaven in 2007.  His wife Camillia lives in Urbana.  Their two sons 
Richard and Marsh are both in the ministry.  

REPRINTS
You may order a reprint 
of  this article in a con-
venient and attractive 

Tract Form. 
Email: RMJones58@

gmail or call/text 
(314) 607-1424.

This Article Appeared in Faith in the Future, April 1999
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low it to die.  He who has promised has the 
power to fulfill it. However bleak the out-
look for the church has been throughout 
history, He has always revived His Church. 
He has always had His people.  He has pro-
vided a cure for sin. He provides forgive-
ness of  sins, and more. His blood reaches 
deeper than the stain of  sin has gone.
 “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church and gave himself  for it; 
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of  water by the word, That he might 
present it to himself  a glorious church, not hav-
ing spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; that it 
should be holy and without blemish.”
 His love is infinite, and the sacrifice of  
Calvary is of  infinite value. “…But now 
once in the end of  the world hath he appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of  himself.”  
Hebrews 9:26.  “We are sanctified through 
the offering of  the body of  Jesus Christ once for 
all.”  “For by one offering he hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified.  Whereof  the Holy 
Ghost, also is a witness to us: for after that he 
had said before, This is the covenant that I will 
make with them after those days, saith the Lord, 
I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their 
minds will I write them; And their sins and in-
iquities will I remember no more.”  Hebrews 
10:14-17.

that Guiding Spirit, that loving assistance 
in every area of  life.

 “The gates of  hell shall not prevail!”  
We are familiar with the city councils of  
Jews which sat at the gates of  the munic-
ipality. It may be that the “gates of  hell” 
were understood by the Apostles to be the 
assemblage of  Satan and the ghastly de-
mons of  hell met to plot the overthrow of  
the Church.  The Lord assures them that 
all the schemes would come to naught for 
the Church built on Christ cannot be de-
feated.  There will doubtless be battles and 
skirmishes when it will appear so, but it 
will never be so.
 The greatest foe of  the Church is often 
some Christian being used unwittingly by 
satan.  In the years of  ministry I have of-
ten marveled at the way the Wicked One 
was able to use good people to accom-
plish his ends.  It sometimes has seemed 
that he could accomplish his ends without 
using any demons—just good people who 
were deceived into being his accomplices.  
Think of  the wound inflicted on the body 
of  Christ by a thoughtless word, or a hasty 
generalization.  Think how often we for-
get that the enemy is often, in the words of  
Pogo, “us.”  “I have seen the enemy and 
he is us.”  More time in prayer would yield 
even more love in our lives.  And love cov-
ers a multitude of  sins.
 We must not be used of  Satan in his at-
tempts to defeat the church.  Our words, 
our actions, and our reactions can be so 
saturated with God that even the wrath 
of  man can be to the praise of  His glory.  
We are they who choose the best possible 
explanation for any apparent inconsisten-
cy we may observe in our fellow believ-
ers.  We believe Romans 8:28 means what 
it says.  Someone observed if  God works 
“all things together for good,” then He is able 
to work with our mistakes just as easily 
as with what we suppose to be our good 
deeds to accomplish His good will.  What 
a blessing.  
 Our great salvation will keep us from 
sin, but since we are of  finite limitations in 
knowledge and ability, it will not keep us 
from error.  So God takes well intentioned 
error, and still brings glory to His name.

THE GATES OF HELL WILL NOT PREVAIL

 

 This is the gracious provision that en-
ables the gracious promise, “The gates of  
hell shall not prevail!”  It is the purity of  the 
Church that defeats all the powers of  hell.  
“Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord.” And without doing violence to the 
Scriptures we conclude that with holiness 
we are sure to see Him.  That promise is 
not only a future blessing; to see God is to 
enjoy His presence, and we have that grace 
now.  How blessed to know that the won-
derful fellowship, that abiding Presence, 

This is the gracious provision that 
enables the gracious promise, 

“The gates of hell shall not prevail!”  
It is the purity of the Church that 

defeats all the powers of hell.
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 Suppose my error leads me to a new 
humility as I confess it to my brothers and 
sisters; suppose it encourages others to 
confess theirs, suppose that in such an at-
mosphere the love of  Christ prompts those 
I have offended to forgive one another?  
We all know this may well become the seed 
bed of  revival—and often has been just so 
used of  God.  Then the “gates of  hell,” and 
the counsel of  Satan and his cohorts have 
been defeated, and more!  The gallows of  
Haman becomes the means of  their own 
discomfiture. 
 “I will build my church and the gates of  hell 
shall not prevail!”  Satan is a defeated foe.  I 
heard an evangelist speak the words, I do 
not know who authored them:

“Father Time met King Death, Sitting by a tomb,
“Hello Good friend, I guess you’re here to seal 
somebody’s doom.”

“You may say that,” sly Death replied as a smile 
came across his face, “Inside there lies that Jesus 
man who said he’d save the race.

And you, Time, why are you stopping here? Don’t 
you have things to do?” Well I come each day to 
draw the veil and let the morning through.

Say Death, why are you watching just one grave, 
with all your vast domain, It looks like you’d be 
roaming round and smiting folk with pain.

“Well, this one’s special, for He challenged me they 
say, Said he’d lie here for just three days, then up 
and walk away.  

But I’m the conqueror you know, they don’t talk 
back to me, When I step in a smite a man it’s for 
all eternity.”

“Well I can testify to that,” Father time replied.
“I haven’t seen one shake the dust since you were 
in your pride.

But I’ve got things to do, and so, I’ll just be on my 
way.  I’ll see you when I come back through to 
make another day.”

So Father Time passed up the hill to cause the sun 
to rise,And left Death standing by the tomb so 
mighty and so wise. he next day Time passed by 
again, “Now how are things?” he queried.“Kind 
of  quiet,” old death replied.

“I’m starting to get a wearied. But I won’t be here 
when you come by this same time tomorrow, For 

I’m anxious to get on my way to spread more grief  
and sorrow.”

But the next day Time passed again, and he was 
quite surprised. To see old Death quivering on the 
ground in frightening agony.

His eyes were set, his cloak was marred, his clothes 
in disarray And it wasn’t’ difficult for Time to see 
old Death had had his day.

“What happened Death,” asked Father Time, 
“What makes you look so bad? I’ve never seen you 
look this way, so weak, and oh, so sad.”

Death pulled himself  up on a rock, He was look-
ing sick and humble, He hung his head and wrung 
his hands, and Time could hear him mumble,

THE GATES OF HELL WILL NOT PREVAIL

How could any Christian be a pessimist?  
Jesus said “…I  will build my Church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail!” Let’s 
hear no more about a “post-Christian” 
era: there will never be one!

“I was sitting here about the break of  day, just 
about to take my stroll, When all at once the whole 
wide world just seemed to rock and roll.

“And then the stone moved from the door, it 
skipped on down the hill, And all at once it seemed 
to me that all grew quiet and still.

And then I saw HIM standing at the door, He did 
not move nor speak, But suddenly I felt myself  be-
coming tired and weak.

Then He came up out of  the grave and got a hold 
of  me, And when I tried to shake him loose He 
would not let me free.

With power like I’ve never seen, He came forth 
from the ground, He put his foot upon my head, 
and I knew I was down.

He lives.  He lives.  He lives.  He lives.
And now my fate is sealed, Mankind will find re-
demption for the wound of  sin is healed.”

UPON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY 
CHURCH AND THE GATES OF HELL 
SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT.
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URBANA FAITH
2111 Willow Road
Urbana, IL 61801
Tel. (217) 344-5540
Pastors Marsh Jones, 
Andrew Durst & 
Ethan Durst.

Sundays
10A Sunday School
11A Worship
6P  Evening Service
7P        Wednesday

BLOOMINGTON FAITH
8782 N 1550 East Road
Bloomington, IL 61705
Tel. (309) 830-5232
Pastor Dennis Skinner

Sundays
10A Worship
6P  Evening Service

6:30P Wednesday

DECATUR CRUSADERS
3245 N. MacArthur Blvd
Decatur, IL 62526
Pastor Steve Durst

Sundays
10:30A Worship and 
  Sunday School
6P  Evening Service

7P  Wednesday

DANVILLE CRUSADERS
1128 N Gilbert
Danville, IL  61832
Tel. (217) 443-5365
Pastor Tom Myers

Sundays
10A Sunday School
11A Worship
6P  Evening Service
6P  Wednesday

FAITH COMMUNITY
CHURCH-ST LOUIS

2969 N. Lindbergh
St. Ann, MO 63074
Tel. (314) 607-1424
Pastor Rick Jones

Sundays
11A Worship &
  Sunday School
6P  Evening Service
7P  Wednesday

C H U R C H  D I R E C T O R Y

BISHOP MARSH JONES, Evan-
gelist Jeremy Fuller, Evangelist 

Benjamin Crawford, Pastor Andrew 
Durst, Pastor Steve Durst, Pastor 
Ethan Durst, Pastor Charles Durst, 

FOUNDER’S WEEK XCVII - JULY 21-28, 2019

Dr. Marsh W. Jones, Bishop announces an online 
option for students of  CHRIST THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY.  The school offers both a Masters De-
gree Program and a Bible School Degree.  For more 
information call (217) 493-1748.

DECATUR CRUSADERS WILL HOST GREAT COM-
MISSION OUTREACH, JULY 18, 2019

Pastor Steve Durst and Decatur Crusaders will 
welcome GREAT COMMISSION and the HOBE 
SOUND BIBLECOLLEGE MEN’S QUARTET 

“ABLAZE” on this great day of  ministry.

Evangelist Jeremy & Faith Fuller, Song Evangelists Patricia & Larry Jewett, 
Evangelist Benjamin Crawford, Missionary John Poff,SIM.

Pastor John Poff  (Society of  Indian 
Missions), and Pastor Dennis Skinner 
will be preaching during FW2019.
 The GCC will be a great help with 
VBS. Our goal is to reach 5,000 homes.

FCC STL TO CELEBRATE 23RD ANNIVERSARY
SEPTEMBER 11-15, 2019

“We began by faith, 
we live by faith, and 
it is only by faith that 
FCC remains,” Pastor 
Rick Jones gratefully 
explains.  “We are 
deeply humbled by the 
the faithfulness of  God 
and prayerful loyalty of  
His good people over 
these23 years.  To God 
be the glory!”  
  The 23RD ANNIVER-

SARY ATTENDANCE 
GOAL is 250 souls! 
REVIVAL will be at 
7pm Sept. 11-14.
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THE WORLD WATCHED 
in sorrow on April 15 as 
Notre Dame Cathedral 

burned in the heart of  Paris.  The 
nine hundred year old edifice rep-
resented the strength of  Christiani-
ty in Roman Catholic France.  The 
flames that destroyed much of  the 
medieval Cathedral that day were 
emblematic of  the steady decline 
in Christian faith throughout Eu-
rope and around the world.   
 We were reminded of  a con-
flagration that was started in May, 
2003 by vandals at Faith Crusaders 

Church in Urbana.  We, like the 
world that watched Notre Dame 
burn, were devastated by a fire 
that burned our library, study and 
destroyed most of  the upper floor 
in our educational unit.  It would 
take us nine months to rebuild; 
it will take many years to fully 
restore the Cathedral. 

       But earthly fires cannot de-
stroy the church of  Jesus Christ.  
This we knew as we watched our 
church building in flames that 
night in May.  And the conflagra-
tion of  a great Cathedral in Paris 

By. Dr. Marsh W. Jones, Bishop
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I WILL BUILD

Thank God, the architect and builder of  
our faith is 

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ!  
He is the Captain of  the Host, 

He is the Strong One, 
He is the Victor!  

does nothing to the Church of  
Jesus Christ around the world.  
Jesus looked at His disciples and 
declared, “I will build My Church, 
and the Gates of  Hell shall not prevail 
against it!”  The Church of  Jesus 
Christ is not a building made from 
stone and wood, it is the Body of  
Believers who embrace His Word 
and follow It all around the globe.

  “For we wrestle not against flesh  
 and blood, but against principali- 
 ties, against powers, against the 

 rulers of  the darkness of  this  
 world, against spiritual wickedness  
 in high places.” (Ephesians 6:12)  

We need buildings:  they offer a 
place for the Church to gather, 
a place for the Church to do the 
work it has been called to do, a 
place for Sunday School and min-
istry, but those buildings are not 
the Church and our battle is not 

with flesh and blood.  We fight a 
battle against sin, worldliness and 
darkness.  
 Thank God, the architect and 
builder of  our faith is The Lord 
God Almighty, Jesus Christ!  He is 
the Captain of  the Host, He is the 
Strong One, He is the Victor!
         The Body of  Believers is the 

Church and we have been given a 
Great Commission: Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of  the Father, and of  the 
Son, and of  the Holy Ghost: Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you. (Matthew 
28:19-20)  

We are His Church and we have 
been commissioned to help Him 
build it.  Some are preachers, some 
teachers, some evangelists, some 
helpers, but all are called to help 
Him build His church.  

Are You helping Him build His 
Church?  

Though the fires that swept 
through the Cathedral in Paris 
or through Crusaders Church 
in Urbana bring sorrow, they do 
not signal defeat or the end of  
the Church.  Church buildings 
may come and go, interest in 
the Church may rise and wane, 
membership in our local churches 
may increase or decrease, but the 
Church of  Jesus Christ will never 
fail!  

No matter what weapons Satan 
may employ to destroy Christ’s 
Church, he will never prevail.  The 
Church is here to stay, for it is be-
ing built by Jesus Christ.  Are You 
in His Church?

Pastor Marsh 
Wilkinson Jones, 
Bishop, PhD. 

CONTACT INFO:
EMAIL:
MJones@FCCUrbana.org

PHONE:
(217) 344-5540

Pastor Marsh Wilkinson 
Jones, Phd, was 
unanimously elected 
Bishop of  Crusaders 
Church of  America in 
July 2007 following the 
death of  our Founding 
Bishop Eugene O. Jack 
Jones.  In addition to 
graduating Summa Cum 
Laude from Christ 
Theological Seminary, 
Bishop Jones graduated 
Magna Cum Laude 
earning a PhD in History 
from the University of  
Illinois, Urbana-Cham-
paign. He is Headmaster 
of  Kingswood School 
and Lead Pastor of  Faith 
Church.  He is an 
accomplished writer and 
sought after teacher and 
speaker.  He resides in 
Urbana, IL with his wife 
Kim and their two 
children Emma 
and Clarke.  

M U S I C I A N S   &   S I N G E R S !
Bring your voices and your instruments as we lift our voices in praise 

to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit this Founder’s Week!
July 21-28, 2019 - Urbana Faith Crusaders Church
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T E S T I M O N Y

PASTOR JONES, we want you to 
meet someone,” Pastor Ken said. 
He and his wife and Linda were 

out with the Pastor knocking on doors 
in August of  1974 during the Acts 5:42 
Campaign* Pastor Ken said they just met 
a young lady who the day before had 
given her heart to the Lord.  “Pastor Jack 
Jones,” Ken Durst continued, “I’d like for 
you to meet Pat Boone!”  

Smiling and laughing together at this 
meeting of  the “stars”, Pat was sure the 
invitation was heaven-sent.  She was anx-
ious to find a Bible preaching church.  

Patricia Boone was born into an Air Force 
family in New Jersey.  At 14 her family 
moved to Puerto Rico. Three years later 
Pat was severely injured in an accident 
when the Jeep she was riding in swerved 
to miss a horse.  Pat was thrown out of  
the Jeep and the car behind ran over her, 
dragging her 400 feet, burning her legs 
and arms on the car exhaust.  Her pelvis 
was crushed, her shoulder was dislocat-
ed and internal bleeding threatened her 
life.  Surprised that she survived the first 
week, the Air Force flew her to Alabama 
for burn care, skin grafts, and orthopedic 
care. 

Miraculously Pat was released from the 
hospital after 3 months and began the 
long process of  physical and occupational 
therapy.  Her father was transferred to 
Chanute Air Force Base in Rantoul, IL 
where Pat could receive plastic surgery on 
her severely scarred hand.

In Rantoul she married a friend she met 
while in Puerto Rico.  After 3 months she 
left him and moved to the mobile home 
where Pastor Ken and Linda met her.

The Testimony of  Patricia Boone

Pat testified, “I asked Jesus to come into 
my heart and to cleanse me from all my 
sins.  I felt different.”

Smiling she said, “I told the Lord that 
I didn’t want to go through the yellow 
pages looking for a church. He needed to 
send me to the right one so that if  I need-
ed to stop things then I would stop them 
and go on and not be confused.”

Pat walked 7 miles to attend services that 
first Sunday but she left assuming she 
had missed the services.  Convinced that 
the Lord who saved her had given her 
this Church, Pat drove the next week and 
became a faithful attender.  

Pat wasn’t drawn by the music of  the 
church.  Neither did she feel particularly 
connected to the people of  the church.  
She felt welcome but she wasn’t there for 
social reasons. It was the preaching that 
kept her coming.  It was biblical.  It was 
practical.  It was spiritual.  It was exactly 
what she knew she needed. 

Noticing that the ladies of  the church 
wore skirts and dresses, Pat began 
specifically praying about her wardrobe. 
Walking through a drug store, having just 
prayed about this matter, she was attract-
ed to a guy in the store.  Approaching him 
Pat was shocked to discover that he was 
a she.  

When she asked Pastor Jones if  she 
should wear dresses, the Pastor replied, 
“Only when you are representing the 
Lord.”  Convicted by the Spirit, con-
vinced by the Word, and then confirmed 
by experience, Pat began shopping at 
resale shops for a new wardrobe.

(Continued on Page 14)

Taken by Air-Ambulance from Puerto Rico to Alabama, Doctors doubted she would survive.
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I didn’t go away
crying like the
rich man, but 

the Pastor 
confirmed what

the Lord was
teaching me.

She devoured the Word of  God.  Care-
fully reading the Gospels she came across 
our Lord’s teaching on re-marriage.  
Stunned by what she was reading she 
asked the Pastor if  the Bible really meant 
what it seemed to be saying.  

A few years earlier Pat left her husband 
who introduced her to smoking marijua-
na and drugs.  She had hoped that his 
Catholic background would have been a 
good influence in her life.  But when it 
was clear that he was heading a different 
direction she left.  She didn’t want to have 
children with him.

With compassion Pastor Jones read the 
Scriptures along with 
Pat.  He assured her 
that what she thought 
Christ was teaching 
was in fact what He 
was teaching. “…if  a 
woman shall put away 
her husband, and 
marries another, she is 
committing adultery.”  
(Mark 10:12)

“I didn’t go away 
crying like the rich man, but the Pastor 
confirmed what the Lord was teaching 
me. I knew that the Lord wouldn’t leave 
me unhappy and the He would take care 
of  me.  And He certainly did!”  She said, 
“The church never let me down.  When 
I needed help moving they were there. I 
always have had the help I need. In fact 
I have things that I thought that I would 
never have.”

She reached out to her husband on more 
than one occasion offering to reconcile.  
Seven years after they were married, Pat 
called her husband and again opened her 
door to him.  Tragically a few days later 
he was killed in an automobile accident.

Pat loved dancing. It was not long before 
the Lord began to speak to her about 
dancing. Sensing it was not right, yet 
wanting to have some fun on the dance 
floor she went to one of  her favorite plac-

es to dance.  She said as soon as I started 
dancing I thought, “Vanity, Vanity, all of  
this is vanity.”  She walked off  that floor 
and never returned.  

Pat began feeling convicted about her 
work in a beauty salon. Before she was 
saved her conversations with the custom-
ers were of  drinking, dancing, and party-
ing.  Her manager was not a fan.  After 
she was saved her conversations with 
customers were about her Savior, Salva-
tion, and the Scriptures.  Her manager 
was fanatically against that.

Sensing the Lord was leading her to find 
other work she resigned.  She prayed, 

“Lord you know what I 
can do, and you will have 
to lead me.” A few months 
later she was employed 
by Colwell Printing.  She 
learned the many aspects 
of  a print shop and put 
her skills to work printing 
FAITH IN THE FUTURE 
and hundreds of  thousands 
of  Gospel invitations.

Pat is not only “Totally 
committed” to Christ, she is “Completely 
involved,” in Christ’s church.  She is a 
faithful Sunday School bus worker, a door 
to door witness, and an amazing help to 
those who are sick and in need.  

“Salvation gave me hope, direction, and 
changed my heart!” Pat testifies. “Jesus 
changed my heart so that I enjoy doing 
good and love loving people I wasn’t able 
to love before.”  The song-writer summed 
it up best, “Oh what a difference since 
Jesus passed by!’

*ACTS 5:42 was an Every Door Crusade launched 
in 1974 by Crusaders Church in Urbana, IL to 
reach every one of  the 50,000 homes in Champaign 
County with the Gospel and an Invitation to the 
Church. Like the Early Church we were “daily 
in the temple,” having church every day, and “in 
every house” taking the Gospel to every home in 
our County, ceasing not “to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ.”  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sister Pat was very instrumental in the publishing and expansion of Faith in the Future.  She would 
work a full 40 hour week and then many weeks spend 20 hours volunteering to run the printing presses to produce 
this magazine and many thousands of invitations.  Her willing spirit, her joyful heart, and her fervent faith make her a 
tremendous blessing.  We are indeed indebted to this servant of the Lord!



F o u n d e r ’ s  W e e k  2 0 1 9  +  FAITH IN THE FUTURE   15

HOMILIES are published in the DOCTRINES AND DISCIPLINE OF THE CRUSADERS CHURCHES OF THE UNIT-
ED STATES of  AMERICA.  These are doctrinal statements that are authoritative teachings of  our congregation.

I
t is a blessing of  the grace of  God 
that He has chosen us.  It should not 
be supposed that He has not chosen 
“whosoever will.”  God chooses 

those who choose Him, for He is longsuf-
fering toward us, “Not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.”

God has chosen every lost son of  Adam’s 
race, but they have not all chosen Him.

FROM THE BEGINNING

In Revelation 13:8 we read of  the “Lamb 
slain from the foundation of  the world.” 
God knew of  the course man would take, 
and He knew He could redeem him from 
his sin.  The stain of  sin that ruined the 
holiness of  innocence could be erased and 
man could be restored to the moral Image 
of  God. From the beginning God hath 
chosen us to salvation through sanctifica-
tion of  the Spirit and belief  of  the truth.

SALVATION

The word “salvation” speaks of  saving 
something or someone that is lost.  We 

learn from the Bible that we are all lost, 
“for all have sinned and come short of  the 
glory of  God.”  We are “dead in trespass-
es and in sins.”  We are “by nature, the 
children of  wrath.” We are “of  our father, 
the devil. We are “without God or hope 
in this world.”  We are carnally minded 
and we live after the flesh.  So we are 
under sentence of  death.

The miserable condition of  the unsaved 
is thus described under many different fig-
ures.  The law could not save a man from 
the power of  sin.  It could only point the 
accusing finger of  guilt.  Salvation must 
deal with the guilt and the power of  sin if  
it is to be sufficient for the need of  man.

THROUGH SANCTIFICATION

Salvation is through sanctification. This 
often abused and much maligned word 
occurs so regularly in the Holy Scripture 
that one cannot ignore it.

It means “to set apart for a holy use” and 
“to make morally and ethically pure.”  
That is easy enough to understand, for it 
is a defining of  what is meant by restoring 

God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification 
of  the Spirit and belief  of  the truth.  2 THESSALONIANS 3:13

HOMILY OF CRUSADERS CHURCH OF THE USA
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SALVATION THROUGH SANCTIFICATION

It is true that 
Paul prayed 

for the 
Christians at 
Thessalonica 

that they might 
yet be sanctified 

wholly, 
but every 

Christian is 
so far 

sanctified that 
sin does not 

have authority 
over him. 

the Image of  God in man.

It begins with the grace of  God that re-
veals the truth of  our need to be saved.  It 
proceeds with the grace of  repentance—
turning from sin to righteousness.  

Faith in the sacrifice of  Christ at Calvary 
is the sole condition for justification or 
pardon.  

“By the deeds of  the law there shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight. For by the law is the 
knowledge of  sin.  But now the righteousness 
of  God without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets; even 
the righteousness of  God which is by faith 
of  Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe: for there is no difference:  For all 
have sinned and come short of  the glory of  
God; being justified freely by his grace through 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of  sins that are past through the 
forbearance of  God.” Romans 3:20ff

So the sins that are past are remitted, and 
we are pardoned in the court of  God. We 
are innocent of  the sins that are past. We 
are not simply “declared” innocent of  the 
sins of  the past. Furthermore we are not 
declared innocent of  the sins that we may 
commit unless we receive from God a 
dominion over sin.  And that is precisely 
what we do receive, and what is fully im-
plied in “sanctification of  the Spirit.”  “Sin 
shall not have dominion over you, for you are 
not under the law, but under grace.”

“But now being made free from sin, and 
become servants to God, ye have your fruit 
unto holiness and the end everlasting life.  For 
the wages of  sin is death and the gift of  God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  
Romans 6:22,23.

OF THE SPIRIT
Read the Apostle Paul’s testimony.

2 For the law of  the Spirit of  life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of  
sin and death.

3 For what the law could not do, in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God sending 
his own Son in the likeness of  sinful flesh, 
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
4 That the righteousness of  the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of  the flesh; but they that are 
after the Spirit the things of  the Spirit.
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but 
to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God: for it is not subject to the law 
of  God, neither indeed can be.
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God.
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the 
Spirit, if  so be that the Spirit of  God dwell 
in you. Now if  any man have not the Spir-
it of  Christ, he is none of  his. (Romans 8:2-9)

Jesus spoke to Nicodemus in absolute 
terms when He said, “Ye must be born 
again.”  That necessity is rooted in the 
truth that when we were born the first 
time it was “of  the flesh,” that is, with the 
same inclination to sin that has been the 
nature of  all of  Adam’s race.  We become 
the children of  the Second Adam when 
we are born of  the Spirit.  That which is 
born of  the flesh is flesh, and that which 
is born of  the Spirit is spirit.

It is true that Paul prayed for the Chris-
tians at Thessalonica that they might yet 
be sanctified wholly, but every Christian 
is so far sanctified that sin does not have 
authority over him. 

The Law could not save a man, because 
it could not sanctify him.  The law could 
tell him what was wrong, but “the flesh,” 
responded to that knowledge by setting 
out to do what the law forbade.  It is the 
rebel in the heart of  man that cannot be 
legislated into obedience. It says, “No 
one, not even God, is going to tell me 
what to do.”  It cannot cease to rebel for 
that is its nature.  When it ceases to rebel 
it ceases to exist.
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It is the rebel in 
the heart 
of  man that 
cannot be 
legislated into 
obedience. 

It says, 
“No one, 
not even God, 
is going to tell 
me what 
to do.”  

It cannot cease 
to rebel for that 
is its nature.  
When it ceases 
to rebel it ceases 
to exist.

WHEN A MAN IS BORN OF THE 
SPIRIT

Carefully reading Romans 8, without the 
lenses of  preconception or prejudice we 
can see these transforming truths:

n When a man is born of  the Spirit, the 
Spirit of  God dwells in him.  He is a holy 
man. The New Testament writers divid-
ed men into two classes: Saints or “holy 
ones,” and sinners.

n He is “set apart for a holy use.”  He 
walks not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit.

n He is “spiritually minded,” and so he 
has spiritual life, and peace with God.  If  
it can be said that somewhat of  the carnal 
mind remains, it cannot be said that it 
reigns, for to be carnally minded is death.

n He is led by the Spirit of  God, and 
this Spirit bears witness with his spirit that 
he is the child of  God. It is now his desire 
to please God.  He hungers and thirsts 
after righteousness, and he shall be filled.

n He is conscious of  being the author 
of  the law which he obeys, for God has 
written His Law in his heart.  He now 
serves in the newness of  the Spirit and not 
in the oldness of  the law.

n The love of  God is shed abroad in his 
heart by the Holy Ghost who has been 
given to him. He does not try to love God. 
Love for God and for man are flowing 
from within.

n His confidence in Christ enables him 
to receive every event as from the hand of  
God with the assurance that “all things 
work together for good to them that love 
the Lord.”

n He has a blessed assurance that Christ 
who saved him is well able to keep him. 
All of  his confidence is in the salvation 
of  Christ through sanctification of  the 
Spirit. He does not suppose he is beyond 
the reach of  the tempter, but he knows 

he has power to overcome the world, the 
flesh, and the devil.  He is sensitive to the 
leading of  the Spirit and grows in grace.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of  God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service.
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of  your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect, will of  God.  (Romans 
12:1,2)

The salvation which God planned for us 
from the beginning was sanctification of  
the Spirit through belief  of  the truth.

There is a sanctification begun in the life 
of  every believer, so that he can present 
his body to God as a holy and living 
sacrifice.  He can resist being conformed 
to this world and be wholly transformed 
by the renewing of  the Holy Ghost in his 
mind.

Two things are here implied. Sanctifica-
tion proceeds first of  all in the conform-
ing of  the style of  life to the will of  God 
as revealed for us in the life of  Christ.  
This aspect of  sanctification progresses 
throughout life as the Spirit leads us to 
become more gracious.

Sanctification proceeds also in the renew-
ing of  our minds.  While we suppose that 
the mind is fully renewed at the beginning 
of  our spiritual life, we discover that the 
spiritual mind is sometimes challenged by 
a crucified carnal mind.  

The final triumph of  the Spirit is assured 
for Christ condemned sin in the flesh—
sentenced it to death.  The Apostle had 
come to a spiritual victory that he be-
lieved was the goal of  every believer, “the 
perfect will of  God.”

This is the will of  God, even your sancti-
fication, that you may experience God’s 
good will as acceptable and perfect in 
you.

SALVATION THROUGH SANCTIFICATION
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S
O WHAT IS THE DIFFER-
ENCE between a colonist and 
an immigrant?   In a recent 
article in First Things maga-

zine, writer Matthew Schmitz gives us 
this thought:

“An immigrant comes to a new 
land and assimilates to the culture 

already established there. A colonist 
brings his culture with him and 

plants it in new soil.”

 What constitutes a culture is 
varied, but within the definition we 
would find; what constitutes worship 
in that culture; language, and the 
words that are considered important; 
thoughts of  mores, marriage, and 
even music. It consists of  what we eat, 
what we wear, and the virtues we de-
sire to pass on to the next generation.
 In other words, a culture has a 
form, a protocol. It presents a worl-
dview, the history of  that worldview, 

Pastor Dennis and Karen Skinner pastor Faith Church - A Crusaders USA Congregation in Bloomington, IL.  
The Skinners have three children serving the Lord, Chad, Kim (Sayler), and Geoff. They have 9 grandchildren.  
Pastor Skinner is a gifted preacher.  He is a frequent speaker at the ST. LOUIS HOLINESS CONVENTION 
and Crusaders Founder’s Week.

and what’s more important, the 
authority for that view. It is, by defi-
nition, something specific, not every-
thing in general. There are actions and 
thoughts that support the culture, and 
some that are antithetical to it. From a 
broad legislative sense, the former are 
considered “legal”, and the latter are 
deemed “illegal”. 
 Lest we are tempted to think light-
ly of  the difference, Schmitz adds this 
warning,
 “When assimilation becomes sus-
pect, a nation of  immigrants becomes 
a nation of  competing colonies”.
 A nation of  competing colonies; 
It seems odd that anyone would desire 
the contentment of  a better life; work 
hard to leave behind an unfulfilled 
existence; and then, once they had 
successfully arrived in the new culture, 
rather than being assimilated, they 
work to make it look, feel, and be 
as unfulfilling as the place they had 
previously rejected. 

BY PASTOR DENNIS SKINNER 
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A CALL FOR A PROPER LEGALISM

When Jesus spoke on the spirit of  the law 
he enlarged, not eased, the importance of  
actual obedience, and demonstrated the 
spirit and the letter could not be separated. 

THIS CAN ALSO BE SEEN in 
the culture that is the Church. 
It presents a worldview, as 

well as a history and an authority for 
that view. The Scriptures make clear 
the things that support the Culture 
of  Christ, and those that do not. It is 
through Biblical instruction that we 
see that it is something specific, not 
everything in general. And yet, in 
many instances the church today is 
characterized by “competing colonies 
“of  thought, not “assimilation” to a 
common orthopraxy.
 In this competition, the behav-
ior that should be naturally found in 
the citizens of  the Culture of  Christ, 
gets turned on its head. The Biblical, 
historical, authoritative behaviors that 
support Christian worldview are no 
longer deemed “legal”, but the conno-
tatively charged, “legalism”. 
 The word has become so ubiqui-
tous in spiritual conversations that al-
most everything of  practical Christian 
behavior is condemned as legalism.  
Plead for upholding the moral impera-
tives of  the Decaloque-legalism; strive 
to defend the moral and ethical stan-
dards of  the Sermon on the Mount-le-
galism; Love not the world. –legalism. 
What is left after this verbal legerde-
main is the least common denomina-
tor to pass as Christian behavior.
 This is nothing new. In 1937, 
when, what he called Cheap Grace, 
had infected the churches of  his day, 
Dieterich Bonhoeffer saw the source 
of  the plague:
  “The breach with the things of  
the world is now branded as a legalis-
tic misinterpretation of  the Grace of  
God”.
 British theologian Colin Gunton 
thought that part of  the responsibility 
for this growing antinomianism could 
be found in flawed beliefs about the 
Atonement. He wrote,  “Compart-
mentalization in western thought 

contribute to a charge of  legalism 
that a whole view of  salvation would 
eliminate.”
 By that he meant that if  the 
atonement were a strictly mechanical, 
“Once and Done”, packaged, 
Grace-exchanged-for-sin arrangement, 
as some hold, then any requirement 
for subsequent holy living could be 
considered legalistic. If  however, the 
atonement were preparatory for the 
kind of  lives God wanted us to live, 
and subsequently the kind of  people 
we ought to be, then the correct terms 
would be “legal”, “righteous”, and 
“holy”.
 Furthermore, the spurious thought 
that Jesus somehow viewed the Spirit 
of  the law to be on the opposite end 
of  a continuum from the letter of  the 
law, and the more honorable of  the 

two, ignores the fact that when Jesus 
spoke on the spirit of  the law he 
enlarged, not eased, the importance 
of  actual obedience, and demonstrat-
ed the spirit and the letter could not 
be separated. By what logic could 
one say, I kept the spirit of  the eighth 
commandment, but I stole the object 
anyway?
 To allow the claim of  legalism to 
enervate the strength of  discipleship 
puts Christians in a weakened posi-
tion in the world. There is no practi-
cal difference between a person who  
will not obey because he does not 
believe in Christ, and a person who 
does not obey because he believes his 
faith requires nothing of  him. Their 
spiritual footprint looks the same to 
the world. 
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A PROPER LEGALISM

To allow the claim of  legalism to enervate 
the strength of  discipleship puts Christians 

in a weakened position in the world. 

 In his book, “Death in the City”, 
Francis Schaeffer addressed the differ-
ence between the Mosaic Ceremonial 
and Civil law, and the Moral law.  The 
Moral law preceded the Mosaic law 
and was not abrogated. Much of  what 
is addressed in the New Testament as 
legalism deals with the Jewish bound 
commands, which were not incum-
bent on Christians, not the Moral law.  

Schaeffer writes:

 “We must be careful here, for 
there is, of  course, a very false 
Christian legalism.  Paul preaches 
against that in Galatians. Neverthe-
less, there is no Christian message 
without a proper legalism.  It is this 
that demarcates Christian from non 
Christian thinking”

 The demarcation he notes is cru-
cial. This proper legalism is not born 
out of  spiritual pride as its counterfeit-
ed, “false Christian legalism”. It does 
not detract from the Grace of  God’s 

salvation, but exalts it. Through it we 
are the recipients of  added blessings. 
It gives definition, not in abstract but 
in reality, to the virtues all honorable 
people seek.  Without the concrete-
ness of  this proper legalism Christians 
turn the defining of  what is right liv-
ing over to the adversaries of  Christ.

Lastly, a proper legalism plac-
es us in the areas where God 
blesses best, or most often. Just 

as the infirmed wanted to be by the 
Pool of  Bethsada so they would be 
close when the water was stirred, so 
also can Christians be close through 
a proper legalism in anticipation of  a 
stirring from God.  David Mathis, in 
his book, Habits of  Grace”, writes:
 “I can flip a switch, but I don’t 
provide the electricity.  I can turn on 
a faucet, but I don’t make the water 
flow.  There will be no light and no 
liquid refreshment without someone 
else providing it. And so it is for the 
Christian with the ongoing grace of  
God.  His grace is essential for our 
spiritual lives, but we don’t control the 
supply. We can’t make the favor of  
God flow, but he has given us circuits 
to connect and pipes to open expec-
tantly.  There are paths along which 
he has promised favor.”
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POOR PENTECOST PREACHERS

THE MESSAGE AND MEANING 
of  Pentecost is too often neglected, 
or worse rejected by the masses of  

professing Christians. Martin Luther the great 
Reformer warned against those who were 
preaching “Grace” apart from the “Gift of  the 
Holy Ghost.”

 “They are fine Easter preachers, 
but shamefully poor Pentecost preach-
ers, for they preach nothing concern-
ing sanctification by the Holy Spirit, 
but preach only about redemption by 
Christ, though Christ, Whom they ex-
tol so highly (and rightly so!) is Christ, 
i.e., He  has purchased redemption from 
sin and death, in order that the Holy 
Spirit shall make new men of  us, in 
place of  the old Adam, so that we die 
unto sin and live unto righteousness, 
as St. Paul teaches in Romans 6:1, 
beginning and increasing this life here 
on earth, and completing it yonder. 
There is no such Christ, Who has died 
for these sinners who, after forgiveness 
of  sins, do not leave their sins and lead 
a new life.”

A NEW POWER
 The Spirit transformed the faith of  the 
first believers.  When the force of  the Spirit 
was added to the form of  their faith the world 
was changed forever.
 Without the Spirit of  Pentecost there 
was no “interiorizing” of  faith.  Pentecost 
changed that.  More than assent to essential 
doctrines—which is necessary—those born of  
and baptized in the Spirit are empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to walk in the Spirit, live in the 
Spirit, and enjoy victory over the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. “For the law of  the Spirit of  
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law 
of  sin and death.” (Romans 8:2)
 
A NEW AGE
 The dawn of  the Spirit age commenced 

In the last day, that great day of  the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If  any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath 
said, out of  his belly shall flow rivers of  living water. (But this spake he of  the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; 
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) .  JOHN 7:37ff

When the “force” of the Spirit 
was added to the “form” of their faith 
the world was changed forever.

when “the power of  the Highest” overshadowed 
the virgin Mary, was confirmed when the Spir-
it descended on Christ at His baptism in the 
Jordan, was corroborated by His miracles—
exorcism, healing, prophecy, and forgiveness 
of  sins, and was finally conferred upon the 
disciples in the Upper Room on the day of  
Pentecost.  Thus Christ ushered in this new 
age--the Age of the Spirit. 
 Though some have thought that the miracle 
working power of the Spirit was reserved to the 
first Christians, we know otherwise!  “For the gifts 
and calling of God are without repentance.” (Romans 
11:29).  We sing:

Pentecost can be repeated, for the Lord is just the same,
Yesterday, today, forever! Glory to His precious name!
Saints of God can be victorious, 
 over sin, and death, and hell,
Have a full and free salvation, and the blessed Story tell!

A NEW CHURCH
 Jesus said, “I WILL build my Church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  Vance Havner 
notes, “the implication is very clear—there was 
no church in existence in the Old Testament.  
Jesus uses the future tense which is a verb form 
that marks the event described by the verb as 
not having happened yet but expected to happen 
in the future.”  
 Pentecost then was the birthday of the 
Christian Church. It was when the disciples 
were ignited by the Spirit of God that their 
hearts were “purified by faith,” (Acts 15:9) and the 
disciples were melded into one body—“continuing 
steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship…and 
prayers…continuing daily with one accord…breaking 
bread from house to house, eating their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart, praising God…and the Lord added 
to the church daily those who were being saved.”  (Acts 
2:42ff).
 “The Christian era is the era of the Spirit and there 
is no Church without the Spirit, no Christian without the 
Spirit, and wherever the Gospel goes in power, it goes in 
the power of the Spirit.” (Bible Exposition Commentary)
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Pastor Tom and Marilyn Myers launched and pastor Crusaders Church in Danville, IL - A Crusaders USA Congregation.  The Myers
have two sons who are active in Faith Church, Bloomington, IL.  Pastor Myers serves as General Secretary of  Crusaders USA.

Question: How do you make disciples in this day and age?

 If  the aim is discipleship, the first question is, “What is a disciple?”  Simply put, a 
disciple is a Christian: someone who has been saved.
 Does our day and age represent a unique challenge?  No. Being saved relies on the 
power of  God rather than man, so it cannot be said to be harder or easier because of  the 
times. 
 Every age struggles with letting God be ruler and Lord of  life.  Discipleship is a 
primary requirement of  the Christian life that is a challenge for every age.

… My son, despise not thou the chastening of  the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of  him: … 
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of  righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.  Hebrews 12:5-11
 The writer of  Hebrews hits the nail on the head when he speaks of  chastening or 
correction.  C.S. Lewis describes the problem in his book entitled The Pilgrims Regress.  
The character pilgrim John sees the need to be saved, and begins his travels to become a 
Christian.  There is first of  all an awakening to the requirements of  the rules by which God 
operates, and then a dilemma.  Lewis describes it this way:
 ‘Well, said John, ‘I suppose you have found me out. Perhaps I did not fully mean to 
keep them [the rules of  God]—not all—or not all the time. And yet, in a way, I think I did. 
It is like a thorn in your finger, sir. You know when you set about taking it out yourself—you 
mean to get it out—you know it will hurt—and it does hurt—but somehow it is not very 
serious business—well, I suppose, because you feel that you always could stop if  it was very 
bad. Not that you intend to stop. But it is a very different thing to hold your hand out to a 
surgeon to be hurt as much as he thinks fit. And at his speed.’
 And there’s the dilemma in the way of  becoming a Christian!  The problem is 
getting folks to hold out their hand to God and letting him do to us as He sees fit, and at 
His speed.  We must advise others to submit to the Great Physician, and also submit as the 
patient. 
 We shrink from the necessity of  submitting to a surgeon at our own peril.  We 
also do no favor if  we don’t advise the man in need to submit for his own good.  There is 
pain in advising, and it hurts to watch someone submit to treatment. We cannot avoid the 
pain of  submitting to the remedy ourselves.  Only if  we endure the chastening, will we 
find peace and righteousness.
 We are left with a call and a plea: Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and 
the feeble knees; and make straight paths for your feet Follow peace with all men, and holiness, with-
out which no man shall see the Lord:  (Hebrews 12:12-14)
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THE CONFESSING CHURCH: 
THE BARMEN DECLARATION
Signed by Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Christians opposing Hitler.

IN view of  the errors... of  the present Reich 
Church Administration, ...we confess the fol-
lowing evangelical truths:

1“I am the Way and the Truth and the Life; no 
one comes to the Father except through me.” John 
14:6...

2“Jesus Christ has been made wisdom and righ-
teousness and sanctification and redemption for 
us by God.” 1 Cor. 1:30 ...We reject the false 

doctrine that there could be areas of  our life in 
which we would not belong to Jesus Christ but 
to other lords, areas in which we would not need 
justification and sanctification through him

3 “Let us, however, speak the 
truth in love, and in every 
respect grow into him who is 

the head, into Christ, from whom 
the whole body is joined together.” 
Eph. 4:15-16 ...The Christian 
Church is the community of  
brethren in which, in Word 
and Sacrament, through the 
Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ acts in 
the present as Lord. With both its 
faith and its obedience, it has to testify 
that it belongs to him alone and lives and may 
live by his comfort and under his direction alone, in 
expectation of  his appearing...

4“You know that the rulers of  the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It 
will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to have 

authority over you must be your servant.” Matt. 20:25-26
..We reject the false doctrine that, the Church could, 
and could have permission to, give itself  or allow 
itself  to be given special leaders [Führer] vested with 
ruling authority.

5 “Fear God. Honor the Emperor.” 1 Pet. 2:17 The 
Church acknowledges with gratitude and rever-
ence toward God the benefit of  his appointment. 

It draws attention to God’s Dominion [Reich], ...It 
trusts and obeys the power of  the Word, by which 
God upholds all things.

6“See, I am with you always, to the end of  the age.” 
Matt. 28:20 “God’s Word is not fettered.” 2 Tim. 
2:9  ...It appeals to all concerned to return to 

unity in faith, hope and love.

The Word of  God will last for ever.   INDEED!

“The foundation of God standeth sure.” This foundation of 
God, laid for the redemption of mankind, involves their repentance, 
justification, and sanctification; and its consummation is eternal 
life.  The word to Adam was Obey, and live.  The Gospel-covenant 
shall stand sure in the wisdom, justice, power, grace, truth, love, 
goodness, and mercy of God, manifested in the atonement and 
righteousness of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit whereby 
men and made able to repent, believe, and obey. Because men 
are unfaithful is the foundation less sure?  It is the foundation of 
God, laid in Christ… We will not give up the cause—we will not 
abandon the world to infidels; nay we will be their plagues…
We will not give up that which we know to be glorious…  Nor will we 
concede an inch to schismatics and heretics…we are not ignorant 
of Satan’s devices.  (Asbury’s Journal , Tuesday, August 1, 1815)

“REVOICE” CHALLENGES “NASHVILLE”
  Two years ago the Council of Biblical Manhood and Woman-
hood issued the NASHVILLE STATEMENT, a 14 point document 
which affirms Biblical morality and traditional marriage, and denies 
that “adopting a homosexual or transgender self-conception is 
consistent with God’s holy purposes in creation and redemption.” 
  Last year, REVOICE, an organization that affirms sexuality 
within heterosexual marriage contended that homosexuals may 
or may not find their sexual desires transformed by saving faith. 
They affirm the testimonies of LGBQ converts who confess Christ, 
remain celebate, but are yet attracted to the LGBQ lifestyle.
  This year the Southern Baptist Convention criticized the use 
of the “gay Christian” label, the Presbyterian CUSA endorsed the 
Nashville Statement and the United Methodist Church affirmed their 
Biblical doctrine of marriage between a man and a woman.  Biblical 
traditional marriage is faring better in church councils than in the 
echo chamber of the progressive media or liberal academia. 



24  FAITH IN THE FUTURE  +  F o u n d e r ’ s  W e e k  2 0 1 9


