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Lesson 2:

The Joy of the Post-Pentecost Apostles

“If you have no joy, there’s a leak in
your Christianity somewhere.”
Billy Sunday

Acts 2:46-47 (MSG)
46-47 They followed a daily discipline of worship in the Temple followed by meals at home, every meal a
celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they praised God. People in general liked what they saw. Every
day their number grew as God added those who were saved.
Acts 5:41 (NAS)
41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered
worthy to suffer shame for His name.
Acts 8:5-8 (NAS)
5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 6 The crowds with one
accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs which he was
performing. 7 For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting
with a loud voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 So there was much
rejoicing in that city.
Acts 11:18 (NLT)
18 When the others heard this, they stopped objecting and began praising God. They said, “We can see
that God has also given the Gentiles the privilege of repenting of their sins and receiving eternal life.”
Acts 13:50-52 (NAS)
50 But the Jews incited the devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated
a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But they shook off the
dust of their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were continually
filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 15:1-3 (NAS)
15 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great
dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of
them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. 3 Therefore, being sent
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on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail
the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren.

Joy Discussion
-

Before we begin, we need to do a comparison of joy vs. happiness:

Happiness - Is an emotion in which one

Joy - Is a stronger, less common feeling than

experiences feelings ranging from contentment
and satisfaction to bliss and intense pleasure.

happiness. Witnessing or achieving selflessness
to the point of personal sacrifice frequently
triggers this emotion.

What is the outcome of happiness?

How does happiness make you a different person as you relate to others?

What needs to “happen” in your life to make you happy?

By the same token, what can “happen” to totally take away your joy?

What is the most common and obvious expression of happiness? Of Joy?

What are some character traits that usually accompany joy? (i.e. hope, etc)

Describe a time when you’ve seen joy be contagious?
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Which of these outcomes have you seen accompanying real joy?
Strength
Enablement
Energy
What’s the significance of Joy being a FRUIT of the SPIRIT and not of our flesh?
o Cf. Galatians 5:22-24

Being a fruit of the Holy Spirit, how do we actually attain it, or put it into practice?

How can joy be something we “cultivate” in our lives? Cf. Gal. 5:16

What is gained by having JOY? What purpose does it serve?

What changes occurred in the disciples’ surroundings or circumstances when they were filled with joy?

How can you have joy during:
unemployment?
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Hunger?
Divorce?
Harassment?
Or can you?

What attribute do we tend to display in these situations if Joy is not our response?

If you have joy, what else do you have?

What are “Joy-Killers”?

Where do we learn these negative traits?

Look at John 16:22 and its context. What does Jesus teach his disciples about joy in this verse.
John 16:22 (NASB)
22

Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and

no one will take your joy away from you.

Unspeakable Joy by Barney E Warren
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I have found His grace is all complete,
He supplieth every need;
While I sit and learn at Jesus’ feet,
I am free, yes, free indeed.
o

Refrain:
It is joy unspeakable and full of glory,
Full of glory, full of glory;
It is joy unspeakable and full of glory,
Oh, the half has never yet been told.

I have found the pleasure I once craved,
It is joy and peace within;
What a wondrous blessing, I am saved
From the awful gulf of sin.
I have found that hope so bright and clear,
Living in the realm of grace;
Oh, the Savior’s presence is so near,
I can see His smiling face.
I have found the joy no tongue can tell,
How its waves of glory roll;
It is like a great o’erflowing well,
Springing up within my soul.

Modern Day Example of Joy: Diane Alford
Diane Alford has faced unimaginable challenges in her life. She
has raised two sons as a single parent. One son spent many years
being incarcerated in prison. Her second son, Zach, is physically
disabled. In addition to these challenges, Diane has fought cancer
and several brain aneurisms requiring extensive hospitalization
and recovery. Yet through all these challenges and other Diane,
maintains an unbelievable optimistic and joyful perspective on life. Her joy radiates to others through
her laughter and serving spirit.
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