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Introduction to “Duplicating Discipleship” 
 

YouTube.com has become an indispensable resource in my life. I have used the website to find interesting clips 

for sermon illustrations and for hearing some excellent biblical teaching of other ministries. I have learned new 

Christian songs from various composers through their music videos. But, the greatest use of YouTube.com for 

me has been to help me figure out how to fix things in my world. I have an old house and old cars. Youtube.com 

has been an invaluable website in explaining and then demonstrating how to fix and repair various things that 

are in need of repair. I have watched knowledgeable men and women walk me through each and every detailed 

step I need to complete the task. After watching the videos I have sought to duplicate what they did in order to 

accomplish my task. They have been able to successfully model and mentor me through some difficult 

challenges. Models are important to me! 

 

I started taking trumpet lessons when I was in the third grade. My uncle was a trumpet teacher who taught me 

and both of my older brothers. He was an excellent trumpet player and teacher. As my abilities began to 

develop I was exposed to other great trumpet players whose recordings filled my musical world. I would listen to 

recordings of Maurice André, Doc Severinson, and the Ohman Brass. I began to listen to players like Herb Albert, 

Maynard Ferguson, and Winton Marsalis. Their technique and sound amazed me. I wanted to play like them. I 

wanted to be able to squeal out the high and fast notes like they did with a big sound. These models inspired me 

to practice and practice. I wanted to try the best that I could to imitate the things they could do with the 

trumpet. I wanted to duplicate them and be just like them. Models are important to me! 

 

After a number of years and a degree in music, my heart turned towards the pastoral ministry. As I started my 

first and only assignment of 30+ years, I recognized that there had been several mentoring men who had shaped 

me in the ministry. My father was an amazing “people” person. He knew and remembered people’s names from 

all across the country. He could remember which pastor was at which church and where they had been before 

that and who else had served at that church in the past. He believed it was important to remember names in 

building relationships and strengthening others. He was a great role model for me in trying to carefully and 

intentionally learn people’s names. Whether knowingly or unknowingly he has influenced my life and ministry 

and served as an example worth imitating. 

 

Another role model in my life has been my older brother Don. We both started our current ministries in 1985 

and have been serving with the same congregations since being called as pastors. He has served in the Chicago 

area and I have served in the Dallas area. In his ministry, he has been a constant example of love and leadership, 

strength, and wisdom that I have relied upon. He has served as a mentor and role model in tough pastoral 

situations that have challenged me. I have often called upon him for guidance and wisdom. He has a great family 

and marriage. He has demonstrated for me what a healthy commitment to his family as well as a healthy 

commitment to the church and His Lord look like in harmony through his life. Whether knowingly or 

unknowingly he has influenced my life and ministry and served as an example worth imitating. Models are 

important to me! 
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Jesus commanded His closest followers in the Great Commission to make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). The 

Great Commission was to be fulfilled by His disciples through practicing baptism and then teaching them to 

observe all the commandments which Jesus had taught. It is the focus of His church and for followers of Jesus 

Christ. 

One of the major methods that Jesus used with His disciples was to “follow” Him as He ministered and cared for 

others. He clearly taught them to imitate Him – to duplicate what they saw in Him. One of the best examples of 

this method of discipleship is described for us in the upper room when Jesus taught his disciples how to serve 

and love others by washing the disciples’ feet. His ending instruction to his disciples at this scene was to follow 

his example. 

John 13:12-15 

12 So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I 

am. 14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 

feet. 15 For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. “ 

One of Jesus closest disciples, Peter, also taught that “duplicating discipleship” was key for his readers in the 

midst of their suffering. They were to remember and reflect (i.e., observe) upon the responses of Jesus to His 

own suffering and then imitate His responses as they went through their own experience of suffering. In fact, a 

reason that Jesus went through His suffering, Peter states, was for believers to have an example of how to 

handle suffering. As Jesus walked, so were they. This is “duplicating discipleship.” 

 I Peter 2:21-23 

21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example 

for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and 

while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept 

entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;  

 

“Duplicating discipleship” was also a key feature of the apostle Paul in his ministry. Paul challenged his readers 

to “follow” or imitate the example of Christ in His humility and serving (Philippians 2:5-11). Several times in his 

epistles to the various churches Paul called believers to follow his personal example (1 Corinthians. 4:16, I 

Corinthians 11:1, 2 Thessalonians 3:7-9, 2 Timothy 3:10-15). 

In Philippians 4:9 Paul writes, 

 9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the 

God of peace will be with you. 

Paul called upon the church at Philippi to put into practice what he had taught them, and what they had seen in 

him. This was to be the habit of their lives, it was to be practiced. What had they seen and heard of Paul’s life? 

Paul had spent time with them and Paul had been instrumental in the founding of the church. Acts 16 describes 

some of the early experiences Paul had in Philippi. The church was born through Paul’s witness at the river as 
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God opened the heart of Lydia, the first convert in Europe through Paul as the Lord “opened her heart.” Paul 

and Silas were then harassed by a demon-possessed slave girl who was being used by rich men in the city to 

make money by the telling of fortunes (this was human trafficking). Paul confronted the demon in the slave-girl 

and she was set free. The men of the city who had been using her were upset and furious with Paul for 

interrupting their business, so had Paul and Silas arrested. While in prison Paul and Silas were praying and 

singing, rejoicing in the Lord with verbalized praise leading to the salvation of the prison guard and his entire 

household. Undoubtedly Paul had other experiences with the Philippians which are not recorded in the 

Scriptures, but Paul led an exemplary life among them during that time, that he could unreservedly say, 

“practice what you have seen in me.” It was not enough to just have heard the things to be done, it was not 

enough to have learned what Paul was doing, it was not enough to have just seen what Paul was doing in his life, 

the Philippian church was now being called to do it themselves. This is “duplicating discipleship.” 

In another text in Philippians (3:17) Paul told the church at Philippi to follow his example. They were to be 

imitators (mimeo), mimics of Paul. Wherever they saw Christ imprinted (typos = struck with a mallet) on Paul’s 

life, it was something to be followed. 

But Paul also called them to observe (“scopus”), keep their eye upon, scope out, others who were also following 

and walking as the Lord would have them to do. The church needed to see people who were truly living out the 

call to discipleship. They needed to see real people in their midst who were living out the values and practices of 

their Lord Jesus Christ. It was duplicating, replicating, imitating discipleship! 

(For further study on the significance of “duplicating discipleship” in the church study 1 Peter 5:3, 1 Timothy 

4:12, Titus 2:7) 

Models are important to the church of Jesus Christ! 

Where can disciples and mentors look for worthy models to imitate? What does a disciple really look like 

anyway? The models and mentors for today’s church are given to us in the Scriptures. The men’s ministry 

leadership team of Waxahachie Bible Church, under the leadership of Frank Vanasco, has sought to put together 

a series of lessons on “duplicating discipleship.” George Barna’s book Growing Disciples includes a list of biblical 

characters that displayed a specific characteristic of what it meant to be a disciple. That list has formed the basis 

for this series of lessons for a small group or one on one discipleship. The lessons were prepared by a number of 

people in the family of Waxahachie Bible Church. No elders or staff persons were solicited to prepare the 

lessons. Each lesson reflects the heart and style of different writers and personalities within the family of God. I 

am grateful to John Luther who served as the editor of each of the lessons to bring them into some uniformity 

and consistency among so many different authors. The goal is to set before the church biblical models which can 

by the power of God’s Spirit be duplicated in the life of every individual. 

There is great flexibility in the way the lessons can be used. The lessons are in no particular order (except as 

listed by Barna) and can be done in any order to meet the most felt needs. The lessons can be utilized in small 

group studies, in home groups, in Sunday school classes. Another important but often overlooked approach 

would be to utilize these lessons through one-on-one discipleship. The lessons can be given out beforehand for 

people to prepare during a week and then come together to discuss and share what they have learned and to 

share the changes that the study is producing. The lessons could also just be gone through each meeting time 

for “on the spot” learning. 
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While biblical characters are the core of the lessons, there are modern day examples which you know who have 

exhibited these discipleship traits before you. They are modern real world, tangible, disciples of Christ who are 

living out the call of Jesus upon their lives and are living out a powerful example. Those would be valuable 

stories to relate throughout each of the lessons. If you have such stories that you know of I would love to hear of 

them. Write them out and email them to me (bruce.zimmerman@waxahachiebible.org). We will review the 

examples and possibly include them as this organic and developing study takes shape. 

Our discipleship is only truly duplicated when it passes many tests, similar to what is described by Paul above. 

What are the toughest tests of whether or not you have actually duplicated discipleship? Does our discipleship 

reach into those times when we are severely tempted? Or when we are very tired? Or in compromising 

situations? Could you be a truly duplicated disciple for one continuous 24 hour period like Paul in prison? These 

are important matters to think through. 

I have included with this study a self-evaluation page for people to use before undertaking this study and then a 

self-evaluation sheet for after the lessons have been completed. It is intended to show through a measurable 

tool the benefits of this study and to measure in some capacity if spiritual growth has taken place as a result of 

it. 

As a follow up to this study I want to challenge everyone to invite another person to go through the study with 

you. Reviewing the lessons again with another person will further cement the truths and changes that God is 

doing in your life as you share it with someone else. The call of discipleship is to pass on the things that we have 

learned to others so that they will be able to pass it on to others as well (2 Timothy 2:2). When each person who 

goes through the study continues to reach out to another person and lead them through the study then 

exponential discipling, like envisioned and commanded in 2 Timothy 2:2, will bolster the ministry of the church. 

 

Bruce Zimmerman 

Pastor 
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Duplicating Discipleship Self-test before study commences 

  

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with passion for God  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with joy 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with integrity  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with availability  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with perseverance  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life being transformed 

                        Weak                                     average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with wisdom  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with servanthood  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 
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As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with love 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with generosity  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with seriousness 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with studiousness  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with faith and humility 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with evangelism  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I live life with character 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 
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Lesson 1: The Passion of Stephen 
 

"Passion is a red hot flame that can light a dark room. It’s not just a feeling of optimism, 
it’s a burning sensation deep within your soul that fuels your body and mind. Authentic 
passion cannot be ignored or hidden; it must be acted on. Passion drives us forward 
through hardship and pain, stimulates our thinking, and brings out the best in who we 

are.” 
 

Steven J Adams 

o Define Passion. 

 

Background – 

- Read these verses related to Stephen and answer the questions below: 

Acts 6:5, 8 

o Who was Stephen? 

 

o What qualifications did Stephen possess that qualified him for his new role as a 
“Deacon”? 

 

o What set him apart from the other disciples? 

 

o What was Stephen passionate about in his life? 

 

o The few verses we have that describe Stephen use the word “Full of” as a particular trait 
or characteristic: 

 What is the significance of (Luke) or other disciples using this term to describe 
him? 
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 What other good things can people be “filled” up with? 

 

 What are some negative things that can fill a person’s heart?    

Cf. Acts 5:3 

Luke 4:28 

Luke 5:26 

Luke 6:11 

Acts 5:17 

Acts 19:29 

Romans 1:29 

Ephesians 5:18 

 

 Actions – Stephen and the crowd 
- Read Acts 6:9-15; Acts 7:1, 54, 59 and answer the questions below: 

 

o What made Stephen the “spokesman” in this setting? 

 

o How did this quarrel start? 

 

o How did Stephen handle it? 

 

o Should Christians just seclude themselves from societal controversy or insert themselves 
into it?  



“ 
 

11 
 

  

o What does his sermon say about his earlier life? 

 

o Why did Stephen’s message result in such a violent response?  

 

Outcome – Impacts on others years later 

- Read Acts 8:2; 11:19; 22:20 and answer the below questions: 

o What is Stephen noted for today?  

 

o What is the heritage we will leave behind? 

 

o What impact did his death/fate have on others?  

 

o What impact can our “life” have on others? 

 

Application - Discipleship Time 

- This text could lead to dozens of theological discussions, but our intent is to focus on the trait, 
or characteristics of Stephen that we need to model in our lives to be effective Disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

o Is passionate discipleship a necessity? If so, why? 

 

o How many things can a person be passionate about? 

 

o Where does my life reflect being a “passionate follower of Jesus”? 
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o How can we nourish this trait? 

 

ONE PURE AND HOLY PASSION 

by William Murphy 

 

Give me one pure and holy passion 

Give me one magnificent obsession 

Give me one glorious ambition for my life 

To know and follow hard after You 

 

To know and follow hard after you 

To grow as your disciple in your truth 

This world is empty, pale, and poor 

Compared to knowing you, my Lord 

Lead me on and I will run after you 

Lead me on and I will run after you 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LArCu3OxdEI 

 

The Fellowship of the Unashamed 

  
I am part of the "Fellowship of the Unashamed." 

The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line. 

The decision has been made. I am a disciple of 

Jesus Christ. I won't look back, let up, slow down, 

back away, or be still. My past is redeemed, my present 

makes sense, and my future is secure. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LArCu3OxdEI
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I am finished and done with low living, sight walking, 

small planning, smooth knees, colorless dreams, 

chintzy giving, and dwarfed goals. 

  

I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity, position, 

promotions, plaudits, or popularity. I now live by 

presence, lean by faith, love by patience, 

lift by prayer, and labor by power. My pace 

is set, my gait is fast, my goal is Heaven, my 

road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions few, 

my Guide reliable, my mission clear. I cannot be bought, 

compromised, deterred, lured away, turned back, 

diluted, or delayed. 

  

I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the 

presence of adversity, negotiate at the table of the enemy, 

ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander 

in the maze of mediocrity. 

  

I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. I must go until 

Heaven returns, give until I drop, preach until all know, 

and work until He comes. And when He comes to get 

His own, He will have no problem recognizing me. 

My colors will be clear 



“ 
 

14 
 

 

Modern-day example of a committed passionate follower of Jesus:   

Caleb Neal 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-w4Lbvw0CQ&t=333s 

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-w4Lbvw0CQ&t=333s
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Lesson 2: The Joy of the Post-Pentecost Apostles 

 

“If you have no joy, there’s a leak in                                                                           

your Christianity somewhere.” 

Billy Sunday 

 

Acts 2:46-47 (MSG) 
46-47 They followed a daily discipline of worship in the Temple followed by meals at home, every meal a 
celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they praised God. People in general liked what they saw. Every 
day their number grew as God added those who were saved. 
 
Acts 5:41 (NAS) 
41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered 
worthy to suffer shame for His name. 
 
Acts 8:5-8 (NAS) 
5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 6 The crowds with one 
accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs which he was 
performing. 7 For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting 
with a loud voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 So there was much 
rejoicing in that city. 
 
Acts 11:18 (NLT) 
18 When the others heard this, they stopped objecting and began praising God. They said, “We can see 
that God has also given the Gentiles the privilege of repenting of their sins and receiving eternal life.” 
 
Acts 13:50-52 (NAS) 
50 But the Jews incited the devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated 
a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But they shook off the 
dust of their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were continually 
filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Acts 15:1-3 (NAS) 
15 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great 
dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of 
them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. 3 Therefore, being sent 
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on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail 
the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren. 
 

Joy Discussion 

- Before we begin, we need to do a comparison of joy vs. happiness: 

Happiness - Is an emotion in which one 

experiences feelings ranging from contentment 
and satisfaction to bliss and intense pleasure. 

 

Joy - Is a stronger, less common feeling than 

happiness. Witnessing or achieving selflessness 
to the point of personal sacrifice frequently 
triggers this emotion. 

 

What is the outcome of happiness? 

 

How does happiness make you a different person as you relate to others? 

 

What needs to “happen” in your life to make you happy?  

 

By the same token, what can “happen” to totally take away your joy?  

 

What is the most common and obvious expression of happiness? Of Joy? 

 

 

What are some character traits that usually accompany joy? (i.e. hope, etc) 

 

 

Describe a time when you’ve seen joy be contagious? 
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Which of these outcomes have you seen accompanying real joy? 

Strength 

Enablement 

Energy 

What’s the significance of Joy being a FRUIT of the SPIRIT and not of our flesh? 

o Cf. Galatians 5:22-24  

 

Being a fruit of the Holy Spirit, how do we actually attain it, or put it into practice? 

 

 

How can joy be something we “cultivate” in our lives?    Cf.   Gal. 5:16 

 

 

What is gained by having JOY? What purpose does it serve? 

 

 

What changes occurred in the disciples’ surroundings or circumstances when they were filled with joy? 

 

 

How can you have joy during: 

unemployment?  
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Hunger?  

Divorce?  

Harassment? 

Or can you?  

 

What attribute do we tend to display in these situations if Joy is not our response? 

 

 

If you have joy, what else do you have? 

 

 

What are “Joy-Killers”? 

 

 

Where do we learn these negative traits? 

 

 

Look at John 16:22 and its context.   What does Jesus teach his disciples about joy in this verse. 

John 16:22 (NASB) 

22 Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and 

no one will take your joy away from you. 

 

Unspeakable Joy by Barney E Warren 
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I have found His grace is all complete, 
He supplieth every need; 
While I sit and learn at Jesus’ feet, 
I am free, yes, free indeed. 

o Refrain: 
It is joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
Full of glory, full of glory; 
It is joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
Oh, the half has never yet been told. 

I have found the pleasure I once craved, 
It is joy and peace within; 
What a wondrous blessing, I am saved 
From the awful gulf of sin. 

I have found that hope so bright and clear, 
Living in the realm of grace; 
Oh, the Savior’s presence is so near, 
I can see His smiling face. 

I have found the joy no tongue can tell, 
How its waves of glory roll; 
It is like a great o’erflowing well, 
Springing up within my soul. 

 

        Modern Day Example of Joy:    Diane Alford 

Diane Alford has faced unimaginable challenges in her life.  She 
has raised two sons as a single parent.  One son spent many years 
being incarcerated in prison.  Her second son, Zach, is physically 
disabled.   In addition to these challenges, Diane has fought cancer 
and several brain aneurisms requiring extensive hospitalization 
and recovery.  Yet through all these challenges and other Diane, 

maintains an unbelievable optimistic and joyful perspective on life.  Her joy radiates to others through 
her laughter and serving spirit. 
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“If we have integrity, we don't hide our stumble;   we 
don't act like we didn't.” 

Charles Swindoll 
 

Lesson 3:  The Integrity of Nathaniel 
 
 
John 1:45-49 (NLT) 

45 Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, “We have found the very person Moses and the 
prophets wrote about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 “Nazareth!” exclaimed 
Nathanael. “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” “Come and see for yourself,” Philip replied. 47 As 
they approached, Jesus said, “Now here is a genuine son of Israel—a man of complete integrity.” 
48 “How do you know about me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus replied, “I could see you under the fig tree 
before Philip found you.” 49 Then Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God—the King of 
Israel!” 

John 1:45-49 (NAS) 

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and 
said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to Him, “How 
do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the 
fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of 
Israel.” 

 

 

- What do we think of when we hear that a person is a “man of integrity”? 

 

 

“Under the fig tree” - Why was this important? 
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People in the Middle East planted fig trees often near their house because of the great shade that the 
large leaves provided as well as the fruit that was in abundance from a healthy tree.   The fig tree 
became a place of study and meditation. 

Because of the branches coming down near to the ground, it was sometimes place where things were 
done in secret when they wanted to hide something. 

 

Discussion Items: 

- Did it seem from Nathanael’s response to Jesus that Nathaniel was aware the he was a man of 
complete integrity? 

 

- What led him to either in jest or disgust claim nothing good could come from Nazareth? What 
did this remark have to do with integrity? 

 

 

- Why did Jesus seem to focus on Nathanael’s trait of integrity? 

 

 

- Discuss these comparison words with integrity from other translations: 

o Guile 

 

o Deceit 

 

What significance to this account is the passage in Genesis 3:6-11 of Adam and Eve using fig leaves to 
hide their nakedness, their sin and themselves from the Lord? 

 

- Is John 1:51 (NAS) a promise that applies only to those who truly have Integrity? 
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o 51 And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

 

 

Discipleship Items: 

- Where does our integrity come from? 

 

 

- What’s the significance of the three things in Timothy - heart, conscience and faith? 

1 Timothy 1:5 (NAS)   “But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience 
and a sincere faith.” (Integrity) 

 

 

- How are these “cultivated” and what is the significance of LOVE? 

 

 

- How does integrity impact: 

o Our work? 

 

o Our marriage? 

 

o Our relationship to God? 

 

o Our relationship to others outside our fellowship? 
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o Our relationship to our fellowship/brothers? 

 

o Our reputation? 

 

- How can we be sure to maintain our integrity?   Cf. II Corinthians 4:2 

What does renounce imply in this verse? 

What part does truth play in integrity from this verse? 

What is the place of conscience in integrity from this verse 

 

Who do you know that exhibits a determined integrity? 

 

 

         Modern-day Example of Integrity:  Charles Pike 

Charles Pike is married and has two sons.   I will never forget the time that 
he came into an elder meeting distressed from some of the situations he 
was facing at his work.   His boss was asking him to do something that 
Charles felt was not ethical to do.  He had to take a stand and tell his boss 
he could not do it unsure of what the outcome would be for his job.   
Integrity stands for doing the right thing regardless of what the cost might 
be.   Charles has demonstrated that commitment in his life and leadership. 
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Lesson 4:  The Availability of Mary 
 

 

Isaiah 6:8   

Then I (Isaiah) heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I 

said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

 

Hebrews 10:9 

then He (Jesus)  said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR 

WILL." 

 

 

Background – What do you know of Mary the mother of Jesus?  Look up these Scriptures and write some 

things the Bible teaches about Mary. 

Cf. Is. 7:14 

Matthew 1:16-24 

Luke 1:26-27 

Mark 6:3   

Luke 2:33-35 

Luke 2:41-49 

John 19:25-27 

 

What have you learned about her character? 

 

How important is “character vs compromise” in our society today? 

 

How likely are we to do what is right, “no matter what”? 
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In what ways was Mary blessed? 

 

What burdens did she have to bear? 

 

How did she manage to “bear her burdens”? 

 

Had you been her neighbor, would you have been likely to help her or to have shunned her? 

 

Action - How was she available? 

And Mary said, "Behold, the bond slave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word." (Luke 

1:38, NAS) 

 

Mary's humble statement is not a promise to be available for God's use in the future, but the expression of a 

heart that was already open and available to God. Keep this in mind as you read the passages and answer the 

questions that follow. 

 

Extra Credit: Read Matthew 1:18-25. (Use other sources to read about what happened to Jewish women who 

were found to be pregnant outside of marriage.) 

 

How does this knowledge effect your view of Mary's behaviors? 

 

What action words are used throughout the following passages? 

 

What roles did worship and remembrance play in Mary's life? 

 

What kind of life did Mary lead? 

Luke 1:38, 39-45 
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Luke 1:46-56 

Luke 2:19 

Luke 2:21-24, 39-40 

 

Outcome - What impact did her availability have? 

How would Mary’s out of wedlock pregnancy be viewed today? 

 

Would Mary have treated the half-brothers of Jesus different from Jesus? 

 

What social stigmas did Mary have to endure throughout her life?  

 

Would she have said “Yes” to God had she known what the next 33 years would hold? 

 

Is the title “Mother of God” appropriate for Mary?     If not, what was she?  

 

How do you think it came about that she became so venerated or honored? 

 

Consider 1 Timothy 2:5 and then answer the question if she should be asked to intervene on our behalf. 

 

Think back over the passages you have read, then identify the people who were directly impacted by Mary's 

actions. 

 

How did Mary's availability affect the following? 

o Mankind (Romans 8:12-16, Titus 2:11-14) 

 

o The World (John 12:44, 2 Corinthians 5:19) 
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o Creation (2 Peter 3:10-13) 

 

o You (1 John 2:1-2) 

 

Application - How can you be more available? 

 

As you have read, the story of Mary is dynamic and filled with action. A life that is available to God does not 

remain static. In what ways has your life become static or stale? 

 

 

What are you willing to do about it? 

 

 

How do you believe is the best way for Christ followers to grow? 

 

 

Mary's remembrance of what God had done in her life led to worship. Take a moment and recall the good things 

that you have seen God do in your life. 

 

 

Read Ephesians 2:1-22  You are his workmanship. If you are a follower of Christ you are now a part of God's 

household. You were once dead, but are now alive together with Christ. As a member of God's household, how 

will you be more available so that you may draw others into God's household? 
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Modern-day example of availability:    Kevin Phillips 

In addition to serving as a captain with the Dallas Fire Department, Kevin serves as an 

elder at WBC and teaches an adult Sunday School class each week.  He also can be seen 

serving in the nursery and children’s ministry wherever needed.   He serves as a mentor 

to young men in our student ministry.   Kevin has recently begun serving in the 

Waxahachie Bible Church prison ministry.  He demonstrates what it means to be 

available to the Lord’s calling. 
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Lesson 5:  The Perseverance of Paul 
 

“At the timberline, where the storms strike with the 

most fury, the sturdiest trees are found.”   Hudson 

Taylor, missionary 

A Good Definition of Perseverance--steady persistence in a course of action, a purpose, a state, etc., 
especially in spite of difficulties, obstacles, or discouragement. 

Let’s look at three areas of Paul’s life. Keep these questions in mind as you look study the following 
Scriptures. 

What was Paul persistent about? What was his purpose? What is the opposite of perseverance? 

Paul had difficulties, obstacles, and discouragement? What is the natural reaction to these things? 
What if Paul had had a “normal” reaction to these negative things? What if he had “quit”? 

Yet Paul  was he able to endure/persevere through all of this.   Let’s try to discover how he was able to 
do so. 

 

A. What were some of the difficulties, obstacles, or discouragements that Paul faced? 

 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 (NIV) 

23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have 
worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and 
been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty 
lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, 
three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been 
constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in 
danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in 
the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 27 I have labored and 
toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often 
gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily 
the pressure of my concern for all the churches. (NIV) 

How many difficulties can you find in this passage? 

1)  2)  3)  
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4)  5)  6)  

7)  8)  9)  

 

 2 Corinthians 12:7–9 (NIV) 

7 Or because of these surpassingly great revelations, therefore, in order to keep me from 
becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 
8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me 9 but he said to me, “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Paul’s thorn in the flesh is not clearly stated. Many think it was some problem with his eyes or 
eyesight. Some say perhaps it was a marriage problem. Whatever it was, it was a great challenge for 
him. 

The lists above would encompass the first 21 years of Paul’s 32-year ministry; here are some more of 
his troubles during the last 11 years of his life: 
 

1. The 4th and final year of the 3rd missionary journey 
2. Paul’s arrest and treatment in Jerusalem 
3. Paul’s two-year imprisonment in Jerusalem 
4. Paul’s perilous journey from Caesarea to Rome that included: 

a) Another shipwreck 
b) A snakebite 

5. Paul’s first Roman imprisonment in Caesarea 
6. Paul’s “house arrest” imprisonment in Rome 
7. The three-to-four year period between the first and second Roman imprisonments 
8. Paul’s second Roman imprisonment which resulted in his execution 

 
 
Without looking at the list or verses above can you list at least 12 of Paul’s difficulties? 
 

1)  2)  3)  

4)  5)  6)  

7)  8)  9)  

10)  11)  12)  

 
Under what conditions are you most able to persevere in the faith? 
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Least able? 
 
 
What do you consciously do to put yourself where it is easier to persevere? Or, are you strong enough 
in the Lord to not need any help to persevere? 
 

How in the world was Paul able to endure/persevere through all of this? 

 

B. Paul had a clear purpose.  What was it? 

“But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to 

reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles…” Gal.1:15,16a (NIV) 

 

Paul understood that his mission for God was to_____________________________________. 

 
 
 
 
Let’s look at three areas: 1) His faith/belief/ in God…2) His trust in God’s sovereignty… and 3) a little 
help from his friends. 
 
 

C. Paul’s beliefs in God that help him to persevere… 

 
 
Please read the following passages. 
 

 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 (NIV) 

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God 
and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side but not crushed; perplexed but not in 
despair; 9 persecuted but not abandoned struck down, but not destroyed 10 We always carry 
around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our 
body 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake so that his 
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life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at 
work in you. 

13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken. Since we have that same spirit of faith 
we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord 
Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself 15 All this 
is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause 
thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for 
us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but 
on what is unseen since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 2 Corinthians 7:9b-10 (NAS) 

9b Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 Philippians 3:8 (NIV) 
 

What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage that I may gain 
Christ. 

 
List six beliefs that Paul had about God that surely helped him to endure many obstacles! 
 
1) 
 
 
2) 
 
 
3) 
 
 
4) 
 
 
5) 
 
 
6) 
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D. What did Paul think about God being in control? Please read Romans 8:28 

 Romans 8:28 (NIV) 
 

28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.” 

 
 
 
How could Paul believe this with all the things that happened in his life?  
 
 
 

E. A little help from his friends… 

 

 Acts 9:26-27  26 when he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all 
afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and 
brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and 
that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the 
name of Jesus. 

 

 Acts 9:23-25  23 after many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill 

him, 24 but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates 

in order to kill him. 25 But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket 

through an opening in the wall. (NIV) 

 

Who helped Paul in the two passages above?  ________________, _________________ 

 

 

Paul expressed gratefulness many times to men and women and churches that helped him in his life 

and ministry. 

 

Paul was able to persevere because he knew his purpose, his faith in God, his trust in God’s sovereignty 

and encouragement from different people that were brought into his life! 
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You know of the many difficulties you have faced in your life even if not as severe as the Apostle Paul.  

What is your purpose in life? 

 

 

What core beliefs about God can you say/think to yourself that will help you persevere? 

 

 

Who are the people you think of God has brought into your life to give you the encouragement that 

you need to persevere? 

 

 

God knows you. He loves you! You can persevere! 

 

Modern-day example of Perseverance:  Butch Price 

Butch Price has served as Church Administrator and as an elder at Waxahachie 

Bible Church through very difficult days.  After having multiple surgeries and 

treatments for cancer, Butch has continued to follow the Lord faithfully in the 

midst of painful suffering.   Radiation took away his ability to swallow and to 

speak.  Nevertheless Butch continues to invest in the Lord’s work as he writes 

his thoughts down on a writing board. He continues to visit the sick and 

hospitalized giving words of encouragement and praying for their needs.   He 

simply has never quit serving the Lord in spite of many obstacles. 
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Lesson 6:  The Transformation of Peter 
 

The Bible was written not to satisfy your curiosity but to 

help you conform to Christ's image. Not to make you a 

smarter sinner but to make you like the Savior. Not to fill 

your head with a collection of biblical facts but to transform 

your life. 

Howard G. Hendricks 

 

Background – (John 1:35-44) Peter was from Bethsaida, a fisherman, brother of Andrew (who brought 

him to Jesus). His Call - (Matthew 4:18-20), “And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two 

brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were 

fisherman, then said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." They immediately left 

their nets and followed Him.” 

What was their response to this call? Is it just a figure of speech? 

 

 

First, look at some of the characteristics of Peter while he was still a “self-made man.” 

1. He rebuked Jesus – Matthew 16:21-23. This seems to be in love, but what does it really 

indicate? 

 

 

2. Does Jesus need Peter’s advice? 

 

 

 

3. What might demonstrate that pride and arrogance are involved? 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/author/22943-Howard_G_Hendricks
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4. Have some of the previous events possibly led to this? 

 

 

 

5. Peter walked on water but allowed his doubts to take over – Matthew 14:28-30. How does 

doubt tend to overtake our efforts of faith? 

 

 

 

6. Where have you started in faith, but finished in doubt? 

 

 

 

7. How about pledges of faith? Commitments to witness? Promises to love? 

 

 

 

8. Does walking on water indicate faith? 

 

 

9. Why did the other disciples not try to walk on the water too? 

 

 

It was predicted about Peter to personally deny Christ not once, not twice, but three times – Luke 

22:31-34, Mark 14:28-31, Matthew 26:31-35, John 13:36-38 

1. Would this prophecy be a source of great pride? 

 

 

 

2. What would be prophesied of you about your future decisions based on your past choices? 
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3. What would others expect you to do in a great trial and why would they think that? 

 

 

 

4. If others would expect a negative response, how can you change their expectations? 

 

 

 

5. What was Peter's response to this prophecy? 

 

 

6. If someone predicted your failures, would you meet it with defiance or humility? Would you 

consider what they said, or emotionally reject it? 

 

Peter denied Jesus – Luke 22:55-60, Mark 14:66-72, Matthew 26:71-75, John 18:15-17,25-27 

1. When we fail, and we have, do we feel that same piercing gaze that Peter did? (I will 

suggest if you do not that it is because you are not looking or not looking in the right 

direction.) 

 

 

2. Is that gaze out of love or hate? 

 

 

3. What was Peter's response? Did he quit? 
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4. What should be our response? 

 

 

5. Do you conclude that Peter started as “much less than” qualified? 

 

 

 

Next, let’s look at his potential.   

1. Jesus renamed him – Luke 6:14, Mark 3:16, John 1:40-44. What was the significance of this? 

 

 

*Did this happen with any others? 

 

 

 

*What name do you think you deserve and what name would you like to aspire to? 

 

 

 

2. Jesus spoke mainly to Peter about how His church would be built - Luke 9:18-20, Matthew 

16:13-20, Mark 8:27-30. 

Jesus conferred a great honor and responsibility upon Peter. To the casual observer, was Peter 

worthy of either the honor or the responsibility? What did Jesus see in Peter that others did 

not? What did Jesus “overlook” in so designating Peter? 
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Now, let’s look at the highlights of Peter’s life. 

1. Peter had personal “one on one” conversations with the Lord – Luke 12:41, Mark 11:21, 

Matthew 18:21. 

 

Why or why would you not be comfortable in a “give and take” session with the maker 

of the universe? 

 

 

Do you feel invited to have such a conversation with your Maker? 

 

 

How does this relate to Moses being told to take off his sandals because he was on holy 

ground? (Exodus 3:1-5) 

 

 

2. Peter was one of three to witness the Transfiguration – (Luke 9:28-31, Matthew 17:1-9, 

Mark 9:2-10, 2 Peter 1:16-18). Can you think of anything more marvelous? How can you be 

so privileged and then not feel or be perceived as arrogant when you return to the others? 

 

 

 

3. Peter testified of Jesus as the Christ – Matthew 16:16. He successfully summed up what was 

the crux of our entire faith. 
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4. Peter was one of three to share in the Garden of Gethsemane experience – Matthew 26:37. 

Who would you want to share your own “death bed experience”? 

 

 

5. Peter had the great “resurrection conversations” with the Lord – John 21:15-23. Intimacy 

was essential for these conversations to take place. Do you feel like your prayer life is one of 

intimacy or one of formality? 

 

 

How “personally” do you take scripture commands? 

 

 

Next, look at how easy it is for the mighty to fall 

Matthew 26:35 and 26:69-75 - What do you feel are the greatest provisions God has made for 

sinners? 

 

 

Do you think it is wise or foolish to make professions of what we intend to do for the Lord? 

 

 

After a failed attempt to do something great it is easy to fall into depression and 

discouragement. 

 

John 20:19 - Fear became a controlling factor in Peter’s life and he ran and hid. What specific 

fears are keeping us from exercising our faith more strongly? 
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How can we conquer our fears? 

 

 

In John 21:15-18, where does Jesus find Peter? 

 

 

What had Peter returned to doing? John 21:3? 

 

 

Might we be tempted to return to our old lives after failure? 

 

 

Conclude with Peter's return 

Do we mature in our walk by forgetting failures? Keep in mind how wisdom, discernment, and 

judgement are developed. 

 

 

 

 

*Sometimes we learn what to do by knowing what not to do. Did this work with Peter? 

5b "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are 

rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He 

receives." Hebrews 12:5b-6 (NKJV) 
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Peter "The Rock" 

Peter saw 3,000 come to Christ after his sermon at Pentecost. 

His shame after the denial could have ended Peter as we knew him. But through the help of the Holy 

Spirit and remembering the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ, Peter did not deny his 

calling and Christ never denied him. 

Peter said, 3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does fade away, reserved 

in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, 

you have been grieved by various trials 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more 

precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and 

glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not 

see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of 

your faith – the salvation of your souls." 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NKJV) 

Modern Day example of transformation:  Guadelupe “Cowboy” Garces 

 

 

After living a life of crime in gang activity and addicted to drugs, 

Cowboy became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Having been 

shot several times and on his death bed, God has radically changed 

this man to be a gentle sober servant of the Lord.  His life is a 

constant witness to the power of the gospel to change lives 

radically.    
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Lesson 7:  The Wisdom of James 

Not until we have become humble and teachable, standing in 

awe of God's holiness and sovereignty... acknowledging our own 

littleness, distrusting our own thoughts, and willing to have our 

minds turned upside down, can divine wisdom become ours. 
J. I. Packer 

Background -  

- Read Acts 15:1-6 for some of the background to “The Council at Jerusalem.” Note that from the 
earliest days of the Church, believers have been confronted with a puzzling variety of 
competing answers to the question, “What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? What 
does it mean to follow Him?” 

 

- To the early church, how important was this council? 

 

- Did they know they were establishing precedent and practice? 

 

Paul was confident in the Gospel he preached and encouraged believers to imitate him as he 
imitated Christ. The Old Testament Law had no role in his answers to the two questions which 
were addressed by the Jerusalem apostles and elders: How does a person get right with God? 
How do believers go about living a holy life? 

 

If a lifelong established practice of yours is now relegated to a different position, would you 
easily give up the old and accept the new? 

 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798983?ref=divine-wisdom
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798983?ref=divine-wisdom
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798983?ref=divine-wisdom
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798983?ref=divine-wisdom
https://www.azquotes.com/author/17128-J_I_Packer
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Did they have a prejudice? A bias? A conviction? 

 

 

What are the forces that they must resist to fully accept the Council’s judgments? 

 

 

- Even before Paul began making plans for his “second missionary journey,” his message of faith 
and grace met with vigorous opposition even from among those who believed in Messiah Jesus. 
The confusion this introduced in the church was troubling enough so that Paul and Barnabas’ 
“home church” in Syrian Antioch sent them to the “mother church” in Jerusalem to see how 
their teaching squared with that of the apostles and other church leaders there. This “Council at 
Jerusalem” addressed three closely related issues (Acts 15:7-21): 

o How do we obtain a right relationship with God? 
o How does a believer in Messiah Jesus live a sanctified life of obedience to Him? 
o How can believers who come from differing lifestyles, cultures and customs experience 

unity of fellowship with one another? 

Peter:  Apostolic Teaching 

- Read Acts 15:7-11. Who are the 3 acknowledged “leaders” who lead the meeting? 

 

- Would their truth have been as accepted without a 4th party (James) jumping in to testify? 

 

- How hard is it to “jump in” in tough situations? 

 

Peter is the “chief spokesman” at the Council for the Jerusalem apostles (vs. 2). His role is to 
provide apostolic truth relevant to the Church’s specific needs. Answer these questions about 
the way in which apostolic truth was introduced as the Council dealt with the important issues 
it faced: 
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o A period of time devoted to “much debate” was allowed, so that the questions facing 
the Church might be formulated before an “apostolic ruling” was pronounced. What 
purposes might this have been intended to serve? 

 

o How was this beneficial to those present? 

 

 

o Debate? How does the church of today get involved in the practice of “debating”? 

 

o To achieve unity, whose or what authority did they have to accept? 

 

o The incident to which Peter refers in verses 7-11 is recorded in Acts 10:1-48 (especially 
verses 38-48). In his words to the Council, how does Peter emphasize the crucial issue 
which faith plays in obtaining a right relationship with God? 

 

 

o How does Peter emphasize the doctrine of the Trinity in his teaching on salvation? 

 

 

o What role does the Law of Moses play in the process of salvation? How does Peter’s 
teaching square with that of Paul (cf. Galatians 3:26-28)? 

 

 

James:  Pastoral Wisdom 

- Read Acts 15:13-21. James is the “chief spokesman” at the Council for the Jerusalem elders (vs. 
2). His role is to apply the Word of God (including apostolic teaching!) in a wise way to his 
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flock’s current need (note that this James – who was one of the Lord Jesus’ half-brothers [cf. 
Acts 1:14] – was not one of the apostles; as we see here and in Acts 21:17-18, James served as a 
sort of “senior pastor” of the believers in Jerusalem). 

o In verses 13-18, James appeals to Amos 9:11-12 (it is no surprise that the man who 
wrote James 1:21-25 is himself “a man of the Word”!). What does James’ dependence 
on God’s written Word tell us about his source of wisdom? 

 

 

o It would have been easy for James to have said the “wrong thing.” Have you ever done 
such and what was the outcome? 

 

 

o What possibly could have been the outcome had James not handled the situation with 
wisdom? 

 

 

o What do you see as his attitude when he was making his speech? 

 

 

o Note that verse 21 begins with the word “for”: this verse provides the rationale behind 
the four prohibitions (found in verse 20) which James suggests (in his “judgment,” verse 
19) believers in Messiah Jesus from among the Gentiles should follow. How would 
following James’ instructions help Gentile believers keep from needlessly alienating 
Jews? 
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o How would it be easier for both Jewish and Gentile believers to fellowship with one 
another? (Note that, though “fornication” – i.e., sexual sin – is always morally wrong in 
and of itself, it was a common feature of Gentile religious practices.) 

 

 

o How do you feel this experience contributed to the writing of the Book of James? Find a 
verse or verses in James that speaks to our reactions in tough situations. 

 

 

o In general, Jews and Gentiles often had a hard time “mixing” with one another (cf. 
Ephesians 2:11-12). James here seems to be suggesting a “compromise solution” 
designed to make it easier for believers from both backgrounds to maintain unity of 
fellowship with one another. Gentile believers – who might otherwise feel free to eat 
anything they’d like to eat (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:23-30) – are here encouraged to put 
limits on their freedom in order to accommodate the needs of others. Similarly, Jewish 
believers – who would ordinarily be expected to be repulsed by a Gentile’s dietary 
choices (cf. Acts 10:14) – are told to accept their “unkosher” fellow believers as full 
participants in the grace of God in the Messiah, Jesus. How does James’ “judgment” 
display wisdom? 

 

 

o How does James judgment display godly priorities? 

 

 

o  How does it display Christ-like love? 

 

 

o Compare James’ wise counsel with that of Paul in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. 
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Application - 

- Peter’s apostolic truth and James’ wise pastoral judgment were presented in written from in a 
letter sent by the Council to those churches located on Gentile soil which had direct contacts 
with the Jerusalem church (cf. Acts 15:23). There could never be a more divisive issue than the 
one regarding law and grace. What could have gone wrong if not handled wisely? 

 

- What was the outcome when you gave someone else some bad advice? 

 

- What had been the impact on the churches of the legalism to which they had been exposed 
prior to the Council at Jerusalem (Acts 15:24; cf. 15:1)? 

 

 

 

- What is the impact on the churches of the message of grace – coupled with the principle of 
limiting personal liberties out of love and concern for others – with which James counters the 
spirit of legalism (Acts 15:32)? 

 

 

- James appears later in the book of Acts in chapter 21.  How is James’ advice to Paul in Acts 
21:17-25 motivated by some of the same concerns he has at the Council at Jerusalem? 
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Modern day example of Wisdom: Jackie Rosenberger, LPC 

Although Jackie has been blind nearly her entire life, she can “see” 
more than many people.  She has a wisdom from the Lord that has 
blessed countless people in her family , her church and her counseling 
practice.  She has the ability to perceptively understand the dynamics 
of personal relationships and brings the Word of God wisely to bear on 
each situation.  Jackie is well-respected sought out by many.  
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Lesson 8:  The Servanthood of Martha 
 

Life's most persistent and urgent question is, 

'What are you doing for others?'Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-44; John 12:1-8 

By reviewing the above texts we understand that we know Martha basically through relationships she 

had with others. Her relationship with Jesus, with her sister, and her brother tell us most of what we 

need to know to understand her. From these relationships, what conclusions can be drawn about 

Martha? 

 

What are some positive things that you notice about Martha’s service to others? 

 

What are some negative things that you notice about Martha’s service to others? 

 

The first passage uses the phrases “distracted,” “worried” and “bothered” - what do you suppose is 

happening in Martha’s life to cause these reactions? 

 

 

What could Martha have done instead of responding like she did? 

 

 

Is it possible to be a “Martha” and not have these feelings? Explain. 

 

Was there anything wrong with Martha wanting to serve Jesus well? 

 

What if she was the exact representative of her sister and neither “did the work”? 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/158997?ref=service-to-others
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/158997?ref=service-to-others
https://www.azquotes.com/author/8044-Martin_Luther_King_Jr
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How could she have made her service even better? 

 

 

What do you think Martha’s attitude did to the feelings and enjoyment of others? 

 

 

To which sister would you say “Thank you”? To Martha for her serving, or to Mary for her attitude? 

 

 

Do you think that the way we do a job gives it value or not? 

 

 

What is better, to do a job grudgingly or to not do a job at all? 

 

 

Have you ever meditated on or evaluated your service to see if it could be improved? 

 

 

Actions - What was the motivation behind Martha’s busy work? 

 

 

In trying to serve Jesus was she doing herself and her other relationships harm? 
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Have you known people who were busy in the work of the Lord, but who never seemed to have an 

intimate relationship with the one they were trying to serve? Explain. 

 

 

Have you ever accepted an assignment but were angry about it? Have you done a job while all the time 

musing about all the others who never “take their turn”?  Explain 

 

 

Application – Define servanthood. 

 

 

Do you have a ministry? What service to others will go undone if you were removed from the scene? 

 

 

Are you more like a Martha or a Mary? 

 

 

 

 

Which sister would you prefer to spend half an hour with? 

 

 

Which sister would you prefer to spend a day with? 
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Who do you know that has inspired you with their servant heart? 

 

 

What is there in their example or in this lesson that has challenged you about serving? 

 

 

Is there something would you like to start doing? Can you do it with love and joy? 

 

 

Modern day example of a servant:   Jim Markle, D. Ed 

Though possessing several advanced degrees and having served some 

prestigious congregations, Jim Markle continues to demonstrate a servant 

heart day after day.  Whether it is caring for his special needs adult son, or 

getting all the financial records in shape, or his weekly ministry at the 

nursing home, or having to fix a clogged and overflowing toilet, Jim carries 

out his responsibilities with joy and without complaining.  There is nothing 

Jim will not tackle to be able to care for the needs of others and helping 

them to accomplish their ministry. 
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Lesson 9:  The Love of John the Apostle 

 

You can impress from a distance, but you can only 

impact up close.             Howard G. Hendricks 

 

 

 

Is there a word that best describes you?   Is there a word that is the most common in your talk? 

 

We come to know John the Apostle by his reputation, but also by his words. His reputation comes from 

the gospels (the disciple whom Jesus loved – John 20:2). His words are basically from his three epistles 

– Gospels tell us what he “did” – the three epistles tell us what he “thought.” 

Reputation – Clues from scripture 

- Chosen as one of inner intimate three closest to Jesus (Mark 5:37; Matthew 17:1) 

These two episodes represent the best and the worst of times – who do you want with you 

at these times and why? 

 

 

Was this selection a responsibility or a privilege? 

 

 

 

Have you ever been specially chosen? 

 

 

 

- John was chosen to care for the mother of Jesus (John 19:26-27). Who would you choose to 

care for your family members if you were gone? 

 

 

 

- What qualities would you look for in someone prior to trusting them? 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/608785
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/608785
https://www.azquotes.com/author/22943-Howard_G_Hendricks
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- What traits would rule out someone from such a job? 

 

 

- John described himself as the disciples whom Jesus loved…   Was he more special than the 

others to Jesus?   What explain this understanding that John had of Jesus? 

 

 

 

- John was loved enough to be rebuked (Luke 9:54-56)    Hebrews 12:6 says “Whom the Lord 

loves He disciplines.” Was this rebuke time well spent? Why? 

 

 

His Words –  

Count the number of times some form of the word “love” is used in his three epistles and 

contemplate the context of each time. Actually take a few minutes and count them! How many 

times did you count? 

 

 

What conclusion can you draw about the vocabulary and the thoughts of John? 

 

 

What would be some other good words to dominate out thinking and communication? 

 

 

 

The three epistles are: 

1. Calls to love others – 1 John 4:7 – Find companion verses in 1 John saying similar. 
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2. It is about how we are loved? 1 John 4:10 - Find companion verses in 1 John saying similar 

thoughts. 

 

 

Who/what type of people do you find difficult to love? 

 

 

How could reading and rereading 1 John change your vocabulary and thoughts about God and others? 

 

 

According to 1 John, name some benefits to the believer of being loved of the Lord. 

 

 

According to 1 John, name some benefit to others from being loved. 

 

 

Lastly, according to 1 John, name some benefits to you for loving others. 

 

Modern-day example of Love for Others:  Rev. Manuel Martinez 

 

There is hardly a man with a bigger heart for people than Pastor Manuel.  It is so 

clear that he loves people. He enjoys being with them and getting to know them 

better.  The love that Manuel has for people flows out of his love for God and His 

Word.   He is compassionate and caring.  He is moved by the things that are taking 

place in others’ lives.  His arms are wide open to children, to Sr. Adults and to all 

those in between.     
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Lesson 10:  The Generosity of Joseph 

The Levite from Cyprus – Acts 4:32-5:12 

 

The more you give, the more comes back to you, 

because God is the greatest giver in the universe, 

and He won't let you outgive Him. Go ahead and 

try. See what happens. 
Randy Alcorn 

 

How many Joseph’s in the Bible can you name? 

 

Joseph the Levite is better known for his name Barnabbas. 

What is the significance of him being called the Levite? 

 

 

Why was he honored and known for among the early church community? 

 

 

Is it possible to be “kind of” generous, or “kind of” selfish? 

 

 

What was the impact of Barnabas gift upon the church? 

 

 

What was the response among the early church to the generosity of Barnabas? 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/753511
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/753511
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/753511
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/753511
https://www.azquotes.com/author/16240-Randy_Alcorn
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What does the phrase “laid at the apostles’ feet” mean? 

 

 

When have you been encouraged by a generous gift? 

 

 

Was Barnabas responsible for the actions of Ananias and Sapphira? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

Acts 20:35 says it is more blessed to give than to receive.   Why is that true? 

 

 

Application - 

- Barnabas served the Kingdom of God by giving up the most valuable thing he owned and giving 

the profits to the ministry of the apostles. 

 

 

o What are some ways you can give to support the church family besides money?  

 

 

 

- Barnabas’ generosity proved his trust was in God, not his material possessions. 

 

o What helps us trust God enough in our own lives to give up the things we hold most 

dear? 
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Ananias and Sapphira wanted it to appear as if they were giving all that they had gained from selling 

their land to the apostles. But selfishly they held back some for themselves and tried to hide it. 

Hypocrisy has been a common charge hurled at the church for centuries, so how do you propose we 

deal with it? 

 

 

Has there ever been a time where you knew God was calling you to give up something (whether it be 

money, possessions, a relationship, job, etc.) yet you didn’t let go of all of it? Explain here. 

 

 

An excellent example of generosity is seen in the story of The Good Samaritan in that he simply did 

more than he had to or than was expected of him. Do you believe we are fulfilling our calling if we 

merely “do our share”,  “do what is expected” or do “just enough to meet the need”? 

 

 

Should we judge the “worthiness of the recipient” in our generous giving? 

 

 

Is there a difference in  seeking to meet “necessities” or “comforts”? 

 

 

What does Paul’s teaching on 1 Timothy 5:3-16 on caring for widows guide us in “wise” generosity? 

 

 

Should we give “to he who asks of us” indiscriminately? 
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Modern-day Example of Generosity:    Anonymous   

This gentleman will remain unnamed--  he always wants to be 

unknown in his giving.  For years he has helped through his 

finances to bless others in need.  As far back as I can think, he 

would call me and express his desire to help with people who had 

financial needs.  Sometimes he would call me and say, “Bruce, I’ve 

become aware of this person’s needs.  If I gave you an envelope of 

cash on Sunday could you make sure that it gets to them 

anonymously?”  He was not giving for a tax-receipt or recognition.  

He just wanted others to be blessed.   His ability to give came out 

of a deep loss in his life.   He had a family member whose prescriptions and medical visits cost 

hundreds of dollars each month.   After years of paying these kinds of expenses, his family member 

died and went to be with the Lord.  He then related to me, that he was used to living without this 

money each month.   He wanted the money that he had been spending each month to pay for medical 

expenses, to now go to helping others.  He has helped with funeral expenses, sending children to 

camp, helping students in seminary pay their bills, paid for medications and medical expenses of 

others.   He displays a generous spirit that is a mark of being a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.     
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Lesson 11:  The Seriousness of John the Baptist 

A Serious Man, for a Serious Job 

 

Live for the line not the dot.  Life on earth is a dot. It begins.  It ends.  It is brief.   

Life in heaven is an unending line extending from that dot.  We all live in the dot. 

If we are wise we will live for the line. 

Randy Alcorn 

- Background of John’s ministry - Read Matthew 3:1-10 

 

- One of John’s chief appeals was that he was “unique.”  

 

 

 

- Were John the Baptist living today, would you have gone out to hear him? 

 

 

 

- How did John the Baptist appear onto the world scene? Matthew 3:1 

 

 

 

- What was the message that John proclaimed to the world? Matthew 3:2 

 

 

- John the Baptist is considered to be the last of the OT prophets.  Compare his message of repentance 

leading to the kingdom with the words of the Deuteronomic Covenant in Deuteronomy 30:1-5 

 

 

 

- What does it mean to repent? Revelation 9:20-21, Revelation 16:9-11 

 

 

o Why or why not is the message John preached still relevant today? 
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o Who is responsible to proclaim this message today? 

 

 

 

o  Is this the same message as the gospel for eternal life? (cf. John 3:16, Acts 19:1-5, 1 Corinthians 

15:3-4, Ephesians 2:8-9, John 5:24) 

 

 

 

 

 

- How is John identified to the world? Matthew 3:3a 

 

 

- Besides his physical appearance, what do you notice as unusual about John? Mathew 3:1, 5 

 

 

- Why would people go out to the desert to see such an unusual person? Matthew 3:6 

 

 

- Why or why not do you think you would have “liked” John? 

 

 

 

- Why or why not would you go to a church if he was the pastor? 

 

 

 

- Why or why not would you like to have him come home with you for Sunday dinner? 

 

 

 

- If you could take off a few “rough edges” from John, where would you start? 
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- What characteristics of John do you wish were part of the average preacher today? 

 

 

Outcome - Impact to the society - Read Matthew 3:5-7 

o Who went to see John the Baptist in the desert? Matthew 3:5 

 

 

o As people heard John’s message, how did they respond and was their response adequate? 

Matthew 3:6 

 

 

o Why did the Pharisees go to see John? Matthew 3:7 

 

 

Actions – John and the people around him. Read Matthew 3:7-10 

 

- Why did John speak in such a harsh tone to the Pharisees? (Cf Matthew 23) 

 

 

- Is speaking harshly such a good idea in this age of political correctness and time of not being offensive? 

Matthew 3:7 

 

 

 

- What was the test that John lay before the people to whom he delivered this message? Matthew 3:8 

 

 

 

- What is the impending danger that John describes in Matthew 3:10? 

 

 

 

- What different methods and different languages does God use to deliver his message to different 

people? 
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o The word “fruit” is mentioned in Matthew 3:8 and Matthew 3:10. What do you think 

this term means? Especially to you? How do you make “fruit” appear in your life?  

 

 

o In Matthew 3:10 and Matthew 3:12 John speaks of an impending danger. Does this danger exist 

today? 

 

 

 

 

 

- Application – Discipleship time 

This text shows the commitment, the character, and the unwavering faith of John the Baptist. As you 

look at your own life, what areas do you think still require spiritual development in your life?  

 

o Living out the message of repentance - Mathew 3:2, 7, and 11. How do we personally finally deal 

with those areas of our life where we have refused to change? 

 

 

 

o Many of us have brought old habits, words, attitudes, biases, etc. into our Christ relationship 

and ignored that it is time to repent of those things – can you choose at least one from which 

you will repent of? 

 

 

 

o John proclaimed the message of Christ unashamedly even in the midst of strong opposition. 

Would you be able to share God’s Word with those around you and feel comfortable doing it? 

 

 

o What spiritual “fruits” are missing in your life? Read Galatians 5:22-23 and make note of the 

fruits that are missing, or that require development in your life. 

 

 

o Use these necessary tools to nourish your spiritual life so that these fruits continue to develop. 

 

 Fellowship with other believers 
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 Reading your Bible 

 Prayer 

 Meditating on God’s word 

 

Modern Day Example of Seriousness:  Bill Hull 

Bill  Hull has a sense of humor and laughs at life.   But there is no doubt he 

takes life very seriously.   I’ve heard him say on several occasions, “This is 

serious here guys!”  Life is too short to waste it on non-essential or 

frivolous matters.  He seems to be always asking, “What are we really 

doing here?”  Bill takes worship seriously, the word and his obedience to 

the Word.   I do appreciate Bill’s attention to the weightier matter of this 

life.   
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Lesson 12:  The Studiousness of Luke 
 

"In our prayers, we talk to God, in our Bible study, 

God talks to us, and we had better let God do most 

of the talking."  Dwight L. Moody 

 

Luke, Paul’s companion and dear friend, and the author of the Gospel of Luke and Acts, is second only 

to Paul in the scope and depth of his writing in the New Testament. While others wrote Gospel 

accounts, only Luke covers such a broad expanse of time, beginning with the birth of John the Baptist 

and ending, in the book of Acts, with the Gospel of Jesus Christ reaching Rome. It is strange then, that 

we know very little about Luke; but there is much to be surmised when we examine that which we do 

know. 

Background – Luke is mentioned by name only three times, each in Paul’s writings. The following three 

passages provide us with the specific information we do have about Luke. 

o Read Colossians 4:11, 14 

 What can you learn about Luke from verse 14, in the light of verse 11? 

 

 What else can you learn about Luke in verse 14? 

 

o Read 2 Timothy 4: 6-7, 10-11 

 Verses 6 – 7 will help you understand the context within which Paul is writing. 

 What can you understand about Luke in reading verses 10 – 11? 

 

o Read Philemon 1:25 

 What can you know about Luke from Paul’s mention of him in his letter to Philemon? 

 

In the “we” passages in Acts, you can learn about Luke’s participation with Paul on some of his 

missionary journeys. 
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o Acts 16:10-17 

o Acts 20:5-15 

o Acts 21:1-16 

o Acts 27:1 – 28:16 

Actions – Even with the limited amount of specific, direct information we have about Dr. Luke, we can 

begin to understand the mind and actions of this man by reading the introductions he wrote to his 

Gospel and to the book of Acts. 

o Read Luke 1:1-4 and answer these questions: 

 Luke acknowledges that others have already written narratives of Jesus’ work. Why does 

he choose to undertake the task of writing yet another Gospel account? 

 

 What sources did Luke use as he compiled information (yes, always under the guidance 

and inspiration of the Holy Spirit) to include in his Gospel? 

 

 What do you think it says of Luke that he wanted to write an “orderly” account? 

 

 

 In light of verse 3, in which Luke talks about having “followed all things closely” and 

having done so “for some time past” what can you understand about Luke’s approach to 

gathering material and information for his Gospel account? 

 

o Read Acts 1:1-2 

 

 What does Luke claim to have covered in his first account – the Gospel of Luke? 
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 Since Luke was not present with Jesus, and in fact does not seem to have joined Paul 

until sometime during Paul’s second missionary journey, what can you understand 

about his preparation to cover “all” that Jesus began to do and teach, right up to the 

time that He was “taken up”? 

 

We learned in Colossians 4:11-14 that Luke was a gentile Christian. As such, we are able to understand 

that his audience – the excellent Theophilus, whomever he may have been, and all who would read his 

Gospel account and the book of Acts – is primarily a gentile audience. How does this show up in Luke’s 

writing? 

o Read Luke 2:21 

 Circumcision was a Jewish practice, and not a gentile practice. Luke included important 

detail about circumcision, specifically that it was performed after eight days. A Jewish 

audience would have assumed that Jesus had been circumcised after eight days, but 

Luke was writing for a gentile audience. 

Even as a doctor, circumcision would not have been part of Luke’s education and 

training. What can be inferred from this brief reference to the circumcision of Jesus 

regarding Luke’s care and attention to detail? 

 

 None of the other Gospels refer to Jesus’ circumcision. Why do you think this was 

included by Luke, but omitted by the other three, Jewish Gospel writers? 

 

o Read Luke 6:44 

 This passage is a clear reference to the creation story in which God commands each tree 

to bear fruit “after its own kind” (Genesis 1:11-12). This creation account was a deeply 

ingrained part of Jewish history, passed down orally and in writing from generation to 

generation, but was not part of the creation narrative among gentiles. As a gentile, this 

story would not been part of Luke’s formal education. What can be inferred from this 

brief, yet specific reference to the Genesis creation account regarding Luke’s 

preparation to write this “orderly” account for the recipient of his Gospel account? 
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o Read Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38 

 Each of these passages contain the genealogy of Jesus Christ. What do you notice that is 

different between the genealogy written by Matthew and the one written by Luke? 

 

 Did you notice that while Matthew’s genealogy goes back to Abraham, Luke’s goes all 

the way back to Adam? Where might Luke have found this information? 

 

 What can be inferred from this detailed and comprehensive genealogy regarding Luke’s 

preparation to write this “orderly” account for the recipient of his Gospel account? 

 

 

Outcome – While we do not know much about Luke himself, the passages referenced above reveal 

several important things about his handling of the information he included in his Gospel account and 

the book of Acts. 

o Luke embarked on his writing journey with the goal of writing an orderly account. 

o Luke read what had been written by others, namely Mark and Matthew, whose Gospel 

accounts had already been written when Luke wrote his own. 

o Luke interviewed eye witnesses to the works and words of Jesus. 

o Luke took the time he needed to gain complete understanding of what he was reading and 

hearing about all that Jesus said and did. 

o Luke sourced his material from other reliable material, i.e., Old Testament accounts regarding 

creation and circumcision, even though that material was not contained in the sphere of his 

native religion, or tradition. 

o Luke prepared his material to speak clearly to the audience for whom he was writing, leaving 

nothing to chance recognition or recollection. 

In addition to these passages, we see that Luke exhorted others to give the same care and attention to 

studying and learning about God. “Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they 

received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.” 

Acts 17:11 (ESV) 
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Application – Discipleship Time 

How can you apply what you have learned about the studiousness of Luke in your own devotional 

life? 

o What role does “order” play in your handling of the Word of God? (See Acts 11:4) 

 

o Do you seek to reconcile that which you hear from others with that which you read in God’s 

Word? 

 

 

o When you engage with extra-Biblical material such as books and sermons, how do you 

determine that the material is reliable and faithful to the Word of God? 

 

o How do you distinguish God’s truth from your current cultural context? 

 

 

o How much time do you give to the studying of God’s Word? How do you prioritize it? 

 

o What are you willing to give up in order to have the time and resources you need to be able to 

effectively study God’s Word? 

 

o Do you consider it your responsibility to study God’s Word? Do you rely on others to study for 

you? 
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o Do you know how to study the Word of God? Do you have a plan, a system, or a process that 

works for you? 

 

o If you don’t know how to study the Bible, are you willing to invest the time, energy, and 

attention required to learn how? 

 

Because of the studiousness of Luke, we have a Gospel written for us as gentiles, and a rich history 

of the early church. 

Meditate on these verses as you consider your own devotional life in the light of what you have 

learned about the studiousness of Luke. 

Ezra 7:10 “For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord and to practice it, and to teach His 

statutes and ordinances in Israel.” (NAS) 

2 Timothy 2:15 “Study and do your best to present yourself to God approved, a workman [tested 

by trial] who has no reason to be ashamed, accurately handling and skillfully teaching the word of 

truth.” (Amplified) 

1 Timothy 4:6 “If you point out these instructions to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good 

servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished [through study] on the words of the faith and of the 

good [Christian] doctrine which you have closely followed.” (Amplified) 

Romans 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 

perfect.” (NAS) 

Modern day example:  Leslie Swindle 

Leslie is one of those people who delights in her books and learning new things.   Her 

dream is to be able to spend extended periods to time doing her Bible study and 

learning from the Lord.   She takes the things she is learning and shares them with 

people on all levels.  She loves to discuss things she has read and then be able to 

process them further with others.   Her commitment to the Lord and His diligence 

and discipline in studying the Word is challenging to others.  She wrote this chapter 

of Duplicating Discipleship! 
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Lesson 13:  The Faith and Humility of the Centurion 

Matthew 8:5-13 

 

"A proud man is always looking down on things and people; and, 

of course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see 

something that is above you." ~ C. S. Lewis 

 

 

THE STORY - Picture in this scenario, a clash of authorities. Jesus, authorized by God (Matthew: 28, Matthew 

21:23-27, Matthew: 28:18) against the authority of the Roman government as represented by a Roman 

Centurion. The centurion was in charge of roughly 100 men and was usually committed to at least 20 years of 

service.  He had a lot of authority and was generally not liked by the Jewish people. 

 

 

THE DILEMMA - In this case, the centurion quickly came to the realization of the limits of his authority when he 

had a problem he couldn’t fix. What are some problems that you cannot fix that cause you to turn toward the 

Lord? 

 

 

 

 

What would have happened to the servant if the centurion’s pride would have prevented him from approaching 

Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

How many “others” (like the servant) have been blessed because someone else (like the centurion) exercised 

faith? 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever missed out on something because of a failure to swallow your own pride? 
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He had no way of accomplishing what he wanted most-– a healing. Before he could ask for help, he had to 

recognize he could not do it himself. How does this reflect your salvation experience? 

 

 

 

 

THE REACTIONS - Roughly 100 soldiers may have witnessed their leader in an act of contrition and humility asking 

for help. Fear of what others may think sometimes controls our actions. What might the soldiers have thought if 

they witnessed this? 

 

 

 

What are some words that might possibly be used to describe what the centurion was doing? 

Desperate? 

Foolish? 

Superstitious? 

Wise? 

Others??? 

 

 

 

 

 

We are subject today to lots of authorities and sometimes they come into conflict. The centurion had to choose 

the greatest authority which required a lot of courage. What are some situations today when authorities under 

which we live come into conflict with the authority of God’s word? 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SETTING - Consider the part that prejudice plays (or does not play) in this story. The Roman authorities 

generally did not like the Jewish people so do you think the centurion had to overcome a bias or prejudice to 

approach Jesus? 

 

 

 

Why did he not want Jesus to come into his house? 
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Are there certain “people” you would prefer not come into your house? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENTILE ACCEPTANCE - How was Jesus comparing the centurion to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? 

 

 

 

If the soldiers had been aware of this incidence and talked it up among themselves, what impact do you think this 

story had on other gentiles in the area?  

 

 

 

GOD’S APPROVAL - Can you name any place in scripture where Jesus gave such lavish praise as He did for the 

centurion? 

 

 

 

What might the Jewish people in the accompanying crowd thought when a gentile was so praised? 

 

 

 

 

What does the centurion’s compassion for his servant say about his character? 

 

 

 

 

IN CONCLUSION - Consider that the final words of Jesus to the centurion are also spoken to us. “Let it be done to you 

as you have believed.” The centurion shows us that great faith accomplishes great things. What fruits or things in our 

lives are testifying as to the extent of our faith? 

 

 

 

What words of God in the Scriptures can we count upon just because He said it? 

 (cf.  John 5:24, Hebrews 13:5, Romans 8:1, Romans 8:38-39, Romans 8:28, etc) 

 

 

How can our faith grow into a great faith? 
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 (Cf.  Romans 10:17, I Peter 1:7, James 2:5, Hebrews 12:1, I Tim 6:17-19, Mark 9:24) 

 

 

Modern Day example of Faith and Humility:  Wade and Kim Holman   

The Holman’s have served in the pastorate as well as foster parents to many 

children over the years.   Facing the constant changes in the state’s fostering 

system  in working with the children, the Holman’s continue to trust in the Lord 

to carry them through and to provide for their needs and the needs of the 

children.   Whether it is seeking the Lord for another placement in their home or 

directing the ministry of the local food bank, they are examples of faith and a 

humble attitude that demonstrates the true marks of followers of Christ.  
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Lesson 14:  The Evangelism of Andrew 
 

Evangelism is not salesmanship. It is not urging people, 

pressing them, coercing them, overwhelming them, or 

subduing them. Evangelism is telling a message. 

Evangelism is reporting good news. 
Richard Halverson 

 
Let’s start by asking the question, “What decisions have I made that brought me to what and where I am today?” 
 
 
 
What decisions do you regret and which are you pleased with? 
 
 
 
Did your major decisions take you to where you thought they would? 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 5, Mark 1: v 14-20, Luke 5: v 1-11 all describe Andrew as a fisherman. Yet Andrew seemed to have a 
desire to know God. Observe and discuss from these passages the character of Andrew. 
 
 
 
Andrew had many choices he could make including whether to remain with John the Baptist or to follow Jesus – 
two good choices. One was better than most but the other was best. 
 
 
 
Did Andrew understand the ramifications of his big decision? What if Andrew had “decided” not to follow Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
Describe why you believe Jesus might have called Andrew to come and follow him as a disciple. 
 
 
 
Jesus saw that Andrew was young and able, already a disciple of John, and previously searching for the 
Messiah. What would he see in you? 
 
 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/757397?ref=evangelism
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/757397?ref=evangelism
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/757397?ref=evangelism
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/757397?ref=evangelism
https://www.azquotes.com/author/22359-Richard_Halverson
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If you were looking for a disciple to follow you, what characteristics would you try to see in others? 
 
 
 
Do you see those same characteristics in yourself? 
 
 
 
If “everyone” was “somebody’s” disciple, whose disciple would others say you were? 
 
 
 
 
Johns gospel refers to Andrew as a Disciple of John (John 1:37). Analyze the word “Follow” taken from John 
1:37-39. To what extent did Andrew follow John the Baptist? v35. 
 
 
 
Compare that to the way he was willing to follow Christ afterwards. Upon John the Baptist proclaiming Jesus to 
be the Christ Andrew left everything to follow Him, including John the Baptist. 
 
 
 
In the world today, where do you see the most extreme commitment? 
 
 
 
What would happen if the church was full of disciples as committed as certain other worldly ideologies? 
 
 
 
During Andrew’s development in a Christian walk of faith what role did John the Baptist play in helping 
transform Andrew from being a mere fisherman to later becoming one of the 12 disciples? 
 
 
John the Baptist came to prepare the way of the Lord. He, like Jesus, became a teacher and led his followers into 
the way of truth. John’s teaching was instrumental in strengthening Andrew’s faith. 
Did you have a role model(s) growing up? Describe them. 
 
 
 
 
Can you point to a person or persons who helped develop your Christian character? 
 
 
 
Are you anyone’s role model or mentor? Would you like to be? 
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In John 1:35-42 draw a conclusion concerning Andrew’s recognition of Christ and how Jesus changed his life 
forever. 
 
 
 
Do most people understand how one big decision can and should control all of your “little” decisions? 
 
 
 
Are most “decisions” for Christ translated into decisions regarding evangelism, morality, stewardship etc.? 
 
 
 
In verse 38 Jesus asked the two disciples what they sought out from him. Why were they seeking him out? 
 
 
Andrew saw Jesus, followed him and spent the day with him. So if someone came to spend the whole day with 
you, how likely would they be to see something worth following? 
 
 
 
What is apt to happen when someone is an audience to your casual and unguarded moments? 
 
 
 
Examine their answer in asking Jesus where he was staying. Open this up for discussion. 
 
 
Define Evangelism as seen in this passage. 
 
 
What evidence or series of events led Andrew to faithfully share with his brother that Jesus is the Christ?  
(Ref v41). 
 
 
Notice the enthusiasm, urgency, anticipation and joy in his approach to Simon. With what attitude do we 
witness within our community? 
 
 
If you were a non-Christian, what in your over-all conduct would make someone want what you have? 
 
 
 
Are you glad you have what you do, and how do you convey your blessings? 
 
 
 
How did Andrew evangelize others? 
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John 1:35 Andrew shared Jesus with Simon. He invited and brought Simon to come see him, John 6:8 seeking to 
serve and also seeking from Jesus how to feed so many. John 12:20-22 opened a door of opportunity for these 
Gentile proselytes to see Jesus in such a diverse crowd of believers and non-believers. 
 
 
 
Give a comparison of each account. 
 
 
How many of your church friends are stand outs both in the public arena (on display) as well as with their most 
intimate friends and family? 
 
 
 
Which (if either) is the most important? 
 
 
 
Through these passages we clearly see how our Lord used John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus. Along 
the way came Andrew who would be transformed into one the 12 disciples. Evangelism comes in many forms. It 
is evident that Andrew was not an educated or a religious man yet he effectively served God so our Lord might 
be glorified and he led others to Jesus by way of testifying and by his faith in Christ. How then can we take these 
teachings and help fulfill the Great Commission (Matt 28:19-20) in our own lives? 
 
 
 
With a few loaves and fishes, Andrew was able to be instrumental in feeding a multitude. What made that 
“small” thing turn into a huge blessing? 
 
 
 
What “small” ministry are you performing today, have your asked God to bless it, and are you expecting it to 
feed a multitude? 
 
Modern day example of an Evangelistic heart:   David Maedgen 
 
David Maedgen has an ease about him in sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with 
others.  He has led people to Christ in his role as an elder at the church.  He is able to 
strike up conversations easily with people on the plane when he travels for business, 
at holiday events or at church-wide outreach events.   He typically just jumps into a 
gospel conversation by asking, “If you were to die today, do you know where you 
would go?”  He then listens and begins to proclaim the message of the gospel and 
who Jesus is and how He came to save us from our sins 
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Lesson 15:  The Character of Jesus Christ 

The Perfect Disciple Maker 

 

“The greatest legacy one can pass on to one's children and 

grandchildren is not money or other material things 

accumulated in one's life, but rather a legacy of character.”   

Billy Graham 

 
 
 

1. Who is Jesus Christ in your own words? 
 
 
 

2. What do people at your work, neighborhood or social settings know about Jesus? 
 
 

 
3. What do the following verses reveal to us about Jesus? 

- John 1:1-18 
 
 
- Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-14 
 
 
- Galatians 4:4-6 
 
 
- Philippians 2:5-11 
 
 
- 1 Timothy 2:5 
 
 
 
 
4. What is “character”? What did Jesus reveal about His character in the following passages? 

 
- Matthew 11:25-30 
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- John 13:2-20 
 
 
- Matthew 26:35-45; Luke 22:39-46 
 
 
- Matthew 9:36-38; Mark 6:34-43; Luke 7:11-15 
 
 
- Matthew 14:23; Mark 6:45-47; Luke 23:34; Luke 11:1 
 
 
- John 15:1-5 
 
 
- Matthew 28:18; John 20:21 
 
 

5. Why is it crucial that we remember these qualities in being a disciple of Jesus? 

 
 

 
6. What does Jesus reveal about becoming one of His disciples? (cf. Luke 9:28; Luke 14:25-33; 

Matt.19:27-29;  John 6:63-71) 

 
 
 

7. Do you know anyone who “looks like” Jesus? How? 

 

 

8. How do the “one-another’s” of the New Testament direct us as His disciple? 

 
The 54 “One Anothers” of the New Testament  
1. “…Be at peace with each other.” (Mark 9:50)  
2. “…Wash one another’s feet.” (John 13:14)  
3. “…Love one another…” (John 13:34)  
4. “…Love one another…” (John 13:34)  
5. “…Love one another…” (John 13:35)  
6. “…Love one another…” (John 15:12)  
7. “…Love one another” (John 15:17)  
8. “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love…” (Romans 12:10)  
9. “…Honor one another above yourselves. (Romans 12:10)  
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10. “Live in harmony with one another…” (Romans 12:16)  
11. “…Love one another…” (Romans 13:8)  
12. “…Stop passing judgment on one another.” (Romans 14:13)  
13. “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you…” (Romans 15:7)  
14. “…Instruct one another.” (Romans 15:14)  
15. “Greet one another with a holy kiss…” (Romans 16:16)  
16. “…When you come together to eat, wait for each other.” (I Cor. 11:33)  
17. “…Have equal concern for each other.” (I Corinthians 12:25)  
18. “…Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (I Corinthians 16:20)  
19. “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (II Corinthians 13:12)  
20. “…Serve one another in love.” (Galatians 5:13)  
21. “If you keep on biting and devouring each other…you will be destroyed by each other.” (Galatians 
5:15)  
22. “Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.” (Galatians 5:26)  
23. “Carry each other’s burdens…” (Galatians 6:2)  
24. “…Be patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2)  
25. “Be kind and compassionate to one another…” (Ephesians 4:32)  
26. “…Forgiving each other…” (Ephesians 4:32)  
27. “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.” (Ephesians 5:19)  
28. “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” (Ephesians 5:21)  
29. “…In humility consider others better than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3)  
30. “Do not lie to each other…” (Colossians 3:9)  
31. “Bear with each other…” (Colossians 3:13)  
32. “…Forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.” (Colossians 3:13)  
33. “Teach…[one another]” (Colossians 3:16)  
34. “…Admonish one another (Colossians 3:16)  
35. “…Make your love increase and overflow for each other.” (I Thessalonians 3:12)  
36. “…Love each other.” (I Thessalonians 4:9)  
37. “…Encourage each other…”(I Thessalonians 4:18)  
38. “…Encourage each other…” I Thessalonians 5:11)  
39. “…Build each other up…” (I Thessalonians 5:11)  
40. “Encourage one another daily…” Hebrews 3:13)  
41. “…Spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:24)  
42. “…Encourage one another.” (Hebrews 10:25)  
43. “…Do not slander one another.” (James 4:11)  
44. “Don’t grumble against each other…” (James 5:9)  
45. “Confess your sins to each other…” (James 5:16)  
46. “…Pray for each other.” (James 5:16)  
47. “…Love one another deeply, from the heart.” (I Peter 3:8)  
48. “…Live in harmony with one another…” (I Peter 3:8)  
49. “…Love each other deeply…” (I Peter 4:8)  
50. “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” (I Peter 4:9)  
51. “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others…” (I Peter 4:10)  
52. “…Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another…”(I Peter 5:5)  
53. “Greet one another with a kiss of love.” (I Peter 5:14)  
54. “…Love one another.” (I John 3:11) 
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Read 1 Corinthians 15:10: Does grace fit into being a disciple of Jesus Christ? If so, how? 
 
Modern day Example of Character:  Sheila Zimmerman 
 
Sheila Zimmerman has served as a pastor’s wife for nearly 35 years in 
one congregation.  As her husband I have known and seen her 
character.  She has a passion for the truth.   In all the years I have 
known here I have never known her to tell a lie.   I have told her that 
on her tombstone I am going to write, “She loved the truth”.   She has 
demonstrated ability to guard her tongue with sensitive matters.   
People know that she can be trusted with confidential matters 
completely.   Her character has been forged over the years of studying 
her Bible and being open to the correcting work of the Holy Spirit.   
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Duplicating Discipleship Self-test after study concludes.   Compare 

to the scores you gave on the pretest. 

  

As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with passion  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with joy 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with integrity  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with availability  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with perseverance  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life being transformed 

                        Weak                                     average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with wisdom  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with servanthood  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 
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As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with love 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

 As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with generosity  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with seriousness 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with studiousness  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with faith and humility 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with evangelism  

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ,  I live life with character 

 Weak                                      average                                Strong 

                           1        2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9        10 
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