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Langley United
Methodist Church

May 2020
Virtual Church
Sunday e-Worship on Facebook and langleyumc.com.

The church building is temporarily
closed but the ministry goes on.

Virtual Worship
Nursery available
Sunday School for
Kids at 9:45am
Fellowship Time
following worship
Adult forum at 11am
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Pastor Rich Fϋss

Adult Forum 10am on Sundays: E-mail Paul Morris and
he will send you the link for GoToMeeting which is similar
and as easy to use as Zoom, and it allows them to share
videos.
Pub Night on the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm:
Grab your favorite beverage and Zoom in with other folks
for a little community. You don’t even have to be on South
Whidbey-this can go national! Zoom links are in weekly
e-news.
Video and discussion class 6:30pm on Thursdays:
Based on Diana Butler Bass’ book, Grateful: The
Transformative Power of Giving Thanks. You don’t have to
have read the book to join the discussion! Zoom links are in
weekly e-news.

Office Hours
Tue. thru Fri. 9am to 2pm
Closed Monday

Book Groups on We Make the Road by Walking are still
meeting with Zoom. Call the office for more info.
Intercessory Prayer group: Let the office know if you
would like to send a prayer to them or receive a phone call.
Care Committee: If you need groceries picked up or some
other help contact Susan Gilles 360-579-1341 or
gilles@whidbey.com or
Eve Carty eveatlumc@gmail.com/or 360-221-3239

Contact Info
Rev Rich
revrichardfuss@gmail.com
360-320-5131
Eve Carty, Church admin
lumc@whidbey.com
eveatlumc@gmail.com
360-221-4233
Temp. office days
Mon. & Wed. & Fri.
Eve’s Home
360-221-3239
very okay to call at home

During this time of isolation and quarantining, I have found myself
watching lots of classic sports movies such as Bull Durham, Tin Cup and
(of course) Rudy. For those who have never seen it, Rudy tells the story
of a blue collar young man who desperately wants to attend and play
football for Notre Dame. His challenges, though, are that he is not a good
student and he is rather small and unathletic. Rudy knows, however, that
he doesn’t want to spend his life working in a factory and so he leaves
home and heads to a community college. The majority of the movie
follows Rudy while at community college, which is for him very much a
“wilderness” experience where he is no longer at home but also not at his “promised land”
of Notre Dame. This time at community college was very much a formative time for Rudy,
where he learns to study and has his hopes and character tested. Not to give the plot
away, but Rudy is eventually admitted to Notre Dame and plays for the Fighting Irish
football team.
What struck me while watching this movie is how important the community college time
was for Rudy. It was very much like the desert time of the Israelites after fleeing Egypt.
They had left a place of familiarity but were not at their desired destination yet. And for
both the Israelites and for Rudy, this time in the wilderness is crucial to their formation. It
is a place of learning, growth, testing and development. Neither of them, however, would
have chosen this important time and would have preferred to go directly to their promised
land.
I bring this up because I believe we are very much in a desert/ wilderness time as well.
We are no longer in the familiarity of the pre-COVID days but we are not yet at our hoped
for “promised land” where we can gather, hug, sing and commune together. The question
is “what will this time be for us?” Will it be only a time of isolation and waiting for things to
go back to how they were, or will it be a time of learning and growth?
The hard truth is that if we, upon our return, go back to having things exactly like they
were (both in terms of church life and in terms of our society) then we have failed and
missed an opportunity for development. When have we ever had the opportunity like we
have right now, where we can step back and take a critical, loving look at our practices
and goals (again, both in terms of church and society)?
Our sacred story and Rudy both teach us that the difference between the wilderness
being a curse or a blessing is in how we use the time. Are we simply waiting, hoping for
things to go back to how they were or are we opening ourselves up to the spirit who
makes all things new and calls forth new life from tombs?
During this challenging time, may God bless us with manna and streams of water from a
stone as we journey from what was to what will be. And may we all be brave and hopeful
enough to allow this time to be one that draws us nearer to the heart of God.
May you all be safe and well, and thanks for being such a wonderful, generous
congregation!
Blessings,
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Finance Update
Given our uncertain times, the church budget is doing very well. Through April,
we have received almost 100% of our anticipated pledge income, and also
some additional large one-time donations. Our 2020 balance sheet shows a
$3,000 surplus to date. With your continued pledge support, we have been
able to pay all staff in full. However, we realize our financial situation can quickly change, and we
need to prepare for extended challenges. The finance committee is meeting monthly during our
building closure to closely monitor income and expenses and make adjustments in expenses as
needed.
I would like to update everyone on a significant change in our finance operations. After many years of
service, Matt Todd is retiring from his volunteer position as church treasurer. On behalf of everyone in
the congregation, I would like to thank him for his service. His knowledge of accounting and our
QuickBooks software has been vital to our finance team. To replace Matt, the finance committee has
decided to hire Peritae Accounting in Langley to provide our ongoing accounting and payroll services.
Peritae specializes in accounting support for small businesses on South Whidbey and works with
several nonprofits in our area. We will be transitioning over to their services and new software in May
and June. Matt will be staying on during this period to assist with the transition, and Eve will be
working extra hard to learn a new system and software.
My thanks again to Matt for everything he has done for the church, and to Eve, who will be putting in
additional time over the next couple of months to learn our new system.

Tom McCullough
Finance chair

Hi Everyone,
I hope all is well and you are staying safe. I wanted to tell you all that the
LUMC Choir has been "virtually gathering" every Thursday at 7:00pm to
offer musical prayers and blessings to our world. We either sing, chant, or
play an instrument anywhere from 5-15 minutes sending out good thoughts
through our music. Larry Fox tells me that he sits on his front porch and
plays his harmonica during this time! If anyone feels so inclined to become a "virtual choir
member" please join us at 7:00pm every Thursday for 5-15 minutes. Grab a musical instrument
or your voice and play or sing along. We are healing the world through the power of music! The
more the merrier, so feel free to join us on Thursdays at 7:00pm. Until we can meet again in
person, take good care and stay safe!
Many Musical Blessings,
Karen Calhoun, music ministry
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