
UMCOR SUNDAY March 22, 2020 

DO YOU KNOW UMCOR? 

 

UMCOR stands for United Methodist Committee on Relief and will be the focal point of a Special 

Sunday Service in March. When watching disaster unfold around the globe, many of us feel the call to 

help but are at a loss as to what we can actually do to help.  

 

 UMCOR Sunday is the day for congregations around the globe to help.UMCOR offers aid in  

          Jesus’ name to those who suffer: 

• When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded. 

• When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded. 

• When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded.  

 
 And when the next crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond.  
 
On this Special Sunday on March 22, 2020, our generosity as a church covers the operating budget of 
UMCOR. This allows them to funnel 100% of other donations received throughout the year directly to 
relief efforts. UMCOR Sunday is where we come together to help. 
If you want to learn more about UMCOR visit: www.umcgiving.org/UMCOR 

http://www.umcgiving.org/UMCOR


Open Hearts! 
 
Would you be surprised that according to the 
American Heart Association, every 40  
seconds someone in America has a heart attack? 
About 14% will die of their heart attack.  
The Center for Disease Control reports that every 
year 805,000 Americans have a heart attack, 605,000 are their first and 200,000 had a 
previous attack. 
 
The Church Council and Board of Trustees are teaming together to raise funds for two 
additional defibrillators. One for the Fellowship Hall and one outside the sanctuary. The 
total cost for two Phillips Heartstart AEDs, with metal cabinets, signs and additional 
adult pads is $1,724.00. This is about half price due to a sale, and they are recertified. 
 
To put $1,724.00 in perspective, we need 87 dips on the DipJar. On the first Sunday of 
the campaign we received nine dips on the DipJar and a check for $25!!! 
 
If this is a cause that warms your heart, please use the DipJar, leave a donation in the 
church office or place an envelope in the offering plate on Sunday! 
 
Please accept our heart felt thank you in advance! 
        Candy Ramsey, Council Chair 

What did the Alaska Conference do? 
I was blessed with the opportunity last week to spend a few days with members of the 
Alaska Conference as they visioned together about their future and voted at a Special 
Called Session. This was the session that Bishop Stanovsky wrote to PNW members 
about last Thursday. 

During that session, United Methodists in Alaska did vote to petition the General 
Conference to discontinue its status as a Missionary Conference, allowing it to become 
a Mission District instead. A second petition was approved asking that the Western 
Jurisdiction include Alaska as part of the Pacific Northwest (PNW) Annual Conference. 
My communicator colleague in Alaska Rev. Jim Doepken shares the major details 
here.  

Obviously, this decision, if approved by the General and Western Jurisdictional 
Conferences as expected, will reshape the PNW Conference. It is natural then that 
people might have some questions. Since returning from Alaska I’ve worked with 
several leaders in both Alaska and the PNW to produce a FAQ document about this 
potential change. I hope you’ll review it and see if it starts to answer your questions.  

To read the rest of this great article by Patrick Scriven, Director of Communications, 
Young People's Ministry (PNW)  visit 

https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=be1dd618e9&e=eac737be5a
https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=5a20916497&e=eac737be5a
https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=fe7a88fc63&e=eac737be5a
https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=fe7a88fc63&e=eac737be5a
https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=71e7a62a47&e=eac737be5a
https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=71e7a62a47&e=eac737be5a
https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=c9557c0f90&e=eac737be5a
https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=c9557c0f90&e=eac737be5a
https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=84f030be95&e=eac737be5a
https://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=84f030be95&e=eac737be5a
https://mailchi.mp/pnwumc/news-digest-7-1029877?e=eac737be5a


Pastoral Ponderings 
 
Lent is a curious time in our church calendar. Traditionally, it asks us to be more 
introspective, prayerful and simple, with Christians often “giving up” something 
for Lent. Additionally, worship throughout Lent tends to be a bit more quiet and 
focused on some of the more serious or even somber theological topics like sin, 
suffering, betrayal and death.  
 
One of the things I have noticed over the years is that there is often a tension 
between the Lenten season and the season we are entering: Spring. I have often observed a 
disconnect between the spirit of the congregation at this time, which is usually joyful due to the 
increasing sunshine and blue skies, and the tone of worship. 
 
This year, I’d like for us to approach Lent a little differently. Rather than adopt a feeling that isn’t 
genuine, I’d like us to experience Lent with a sense of hope and anticipation. To this end, we will be 
journeying through this season with the theme of “All Things New.” In this, we will be looking at how 
God invites us to newness in terms of identity, practices, lenses and loyalties. 
 
As part of this, rather than giving something up for Lent, I am asking folks to consider trying 
something new for Lent. In particular, each week we will be talking about a simple spiritual practice 
that can help us live in to this invitation to newness.  
 
Throughout Lent, we will be journeying alongside Jesus and the Disciples as they approach 
Jerusalem, looking at how God was doing a new thing in and through them and what that means for 
us today. Also, our weekly worship themes will parallel the chapters in “We Make the Road by 
Walking”, so please keep reading! 
 
My hope is that as we turn our attention to God who is “making all things new” and as we see the 
signs of spring start to appear around us, we will begin to see that newness is happening in us as 
well. 
 
As always, thanks for being a wonderful congregation and I am looking forward to this first Lent and 
Easter together! 
  
 
     Blessings, 
 
 
 

         
         
Pub Theology 
 
If you haven’t done so yet, you are invited to come join in the conversation 
at Pub Theology! We gather on the first and third Tuesdays of the month 
(March 3 & 17) at Double Bluff Brewing in downtown Langley at 6:30p to 
talk about God, life, politics and whatever other topics that arise. The 
conversations are always wide-ranging, good-natured and enlightening. 
Come and join in the talk! 



No Easy Answers: 
Insights into Gender Diversity in Childhood 

Clinton Community Hall 
6411 S Central Ave. 

Wednesday, March 4 @ 1 pm 

PFLAG: Be an Active Ally 
Langley Library 

Thursday, March 12 @ 6:30 pm  

Book Discussion 
Freeland Library 

Tuesday, March 17 @ 9:30 am 

The Cookbook Connection:  
The Amazing Cuisine of Thailand 

 Clinton Community Hall 
6411 S Central Ave. 

Tuesday, March 17 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Kumu Hina – A Film 
Freeland Library 

Wednesday, March 18 @ 2 pm 

PFLAG: Be an Active Ally 
Freeland Library 

Tuesday, March 24 @ 7 pm 

Meet the author of  
“this is how it always is”  
Laurie Frankel on Wednesday, 
April 23 at 4pm 
in our Fellowship Hall. 

The above links work if you right 
click on them and pick OPEN 
HYPERLINK near the bottom of 
the menu. 

At the Clyde Theater March 3, 4, & 5 at 7:30pm 
 
Just Mercy is both a powerful drama and a deep look at 
racism and the criminal justice system in America. 
 
The Justice Awareness and Advocacy group from the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Whidbey Island 
has arranged for the post-showing discussion on 
Thursday, March 5. 
 
“Each of us is better than the worst thing we’ve done. 

And each of us at some time needs mercy.” 

https://sno-isle.libnet.info/event/3634728
https://sno-isle.libnet.info/event/3634728
https://sno-isle.libnet.info/event/3918142
https://sno-isle.libnet.info/event/3746278
https://sno-isle.libnet.info/event/3324920
https://sno-isle.libnet.info/event/3324920
https://sno-isle.libnet.info/event/3301967
https://sno-isle.libnet.info/event/3926034
http://theclyde.net/movies/just-mercy/


Roots and Wings 
 
Saturday April 25, 9 till 3:30 
Bothell United Methodist Church. 
The theme this year is THE FORUM. 
A one day gathering designed for 
pastor, staff & lay teams from the 
Puget Sound Missional District to 
reflect on leadership development, 
church size dynamics, curated 
conversations on a variety of themes, 
a story sharing time and communion 
together.  
Registration 

Financial Scams and Finance 
 
Edward Jones financial group is hosting this  
educational workshop.  
April 2, 3pm at the Edward Jones, 1688 Main St.,Freeland. 
Special Guest: 
Fraud Prevention 
Mike Hawley, Lieutenant  
Island County Sheriff’s office 
To reserve space please call 360-331-4450. 

Way of Sorrows 
 
The Greening Congregations Collaborative (GCC) of 
Whidbey Island offers again this year the Way of 
Sorrows for All Creation.  Please mark your calendars 
and plan to attend on Tuesday, April 7 @ 4PM at St. 
Hubert Church.  This poignant prayer augments the 
traditional Way of the Cross (Jesus’s journey from trial 
to burial) with prayers of grief at the devastation of 
Earth, wrought by human hands. For more 
information, please contact Elizabeth Guss 
cohesion@whidbey.com. 

SAVE THE DATE!  

https://www.pnwumc.org/event/roots-and-wings-the-forum/
mailto:cohesion@whidbey.com


March Birthdays 

2     Evelyn Toledo 
 3 Catherine Miller  
 3 Robert Ramsey 
 9 Marilyn Lueken 
10 Betsy Arand 
11 Tom McCullough 
14 Sande Wascher-James 
21 Kathryn Barr 
25 Dianne Shiner 
30 Darlene Houlihan 
 

 

Thanks to a generous contribution from a 
longtime UMW member, we were able to 
make additional donations to two of our 
Cookie Walk recipients. $100 was sent to 
Ryan’s House for Youth, and $200 went to 
The HUB for sending youth to an important 
conference in Seattle. More can be given out 
during the year. We (and they) are so 
grateful! 

Our Puget Sound Missional District 
Leadership Development Days are coming 
up this month. Two sessions are being held 
to accommodate our enlarged district; we can 
choose to attend either one. Saturday, 
March 14 is at Marysville UMC and March 
21 is at Port Hadlock UMC. Both are from 
9:30-2; registration including lunch is just 
$10. Anyone able to attend? The poster is on 
the UMW bulletin board in the hallway 
outside the Fireside Room. Nancy Waddell 
has registration forms. 

Other upcoming dates to note: The Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting of UMW 
is April 17-19 in Tempe, AZ. Keynote speaker is an atmospheric scientist who studies 
climate change and is bridging the gap between scientists and Christians. Katherine 
Hayhoe hosts a PBS digital series on the topic, and has been lauded by Christianity 
Today magazine. Let Nancy W know if you are interested… 

"Mission u" conference is moving 
to Yakima this year! It will be July 
23-26 at Wesley UMC. The main 
study is Finding Peace in the Midst 
of Anxiety. Scholarships are 
available, talk to Nancy W for 
details. 



Taizé Prayer Service  
St. Hubert Catholic Church 
March 4, 7-8pm 

Join with others in prayer for peace and 
reconciliation within our families, community and 
world. This is the focus of Taizé contemplative 
prayer, a worldwide movement with community at 
prayer using simple chants, Scripture reading and 
times of quiet reflection. All are welcome to bring 
heart and voice to pray for peace on the first 
Wednesday of each month.  

LUMC’s budget has gotten off to a very good 
start in 2020.  Although expenses were slightly 
higher than expected in January, income far 
exceeded our projections, and we finished the 
month $2,495 in the black. 

Don’t be late to 
church  on  
March  8th 

Care Team Invitation 
Are you able to send a THINKING OF YOU card 1 or 2 times a month?  What about a 
phone call to touch base monthly?  Can you make a simple meal for someone, deliver 
it or have someone pick it up from you and deliver it?  If you can answer yes to any of 
these questions, you can be part of LUMC’s Care Team!  NO MEETINGS 
NECESSARY!  Please contact Eve or Susan Gilles to volunteer or to share the name 
of someone who needs the care team’s services. 
 



Langley United Methodist Church 
3

rd 
and Anthes (PO Box 374)  Langley, WA 98260 360-221-4233 

 

Worship at 9:30am 
 

Nursery available 
Sunday School for 

Kids at 9:45am 
Fellowship Time 
following worship 

Adult forum at 11am 
 

Office Hours 
Tue. thru Fri. 9am to 2pm 

Closed Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Followers of Jesus 
on a journey of love” 

Pastor Rich Fϋss www.langleyumc.org 
lumc@whidbey.com 

 
Sun. 1      Sacred Harp Singing 3pm  Fellowship Hall 
Mon. 2 Office Closed 
Tue. 3 Coffee with Rev. Rich    every Tuesday 8am  Mukilteo Coffee 
 Women’s breakfast coffee group    every Tuesday 9:30am Freeland Café 
 Adult Spiritual Formation meeting 10:30am 
 Pub Theology 6:30pm       Double Bluff  Brewing 
Wed. 4 Taizé Prayer Service 7pm            St. Hubert Catholic Church 
Thu. 5 Choir rehearsal   every Thursday 7pm Sanctuary 
Fri. 6 Pastor’s day off   every Friday 
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 7:30am The Braeburn 
Tue. 10 Bible Study 10am Fireside Room 
 Staff Parish Relations meeting 10am Small Meeting Room 
Wed. 11 Women’s Gathering 7pm Prayer Room 
Thu. 12 Thursday book club 2pm Fireside Room 
Sun. 15 Trustees meeting 11am Small Meeting Room 
Tue. 17 Pub Theology 6:30pm Double Bluff Brewing 
Fri. 20 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 7:30am The Braeburn 
Sun. 22 UMCOR special offering during worship 
Tue. 24 Bible Study 10am Fireside Room 

March 2020 


