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JESUS of NAZARETH 
 

WHO WAS HE? 
WHAT DID HE DO? 

WHAT DID HE TEACH? 
And 

SO WHAT? WHAT DOES IT HAVE TO DO WITH ME? 
 

THE RADICAL INVITATION OF JESUS 
HOW ACCEPTING THE INVITATION OF JESUS CAN LEAD 

TO A LIVING FAITH AND FULFILLING LIFE FOR TODAY 
 

A conversation on the new book by Dr. Duncan  
Ferguson, a noted scholar, author,  

and resident of Whidbey Island 
 

His latest book addresses the way we are able to understand the 
radical invitation of Jesus. The invitation is radical in that it calls 
on us to give up the accepted norms and values of our culture 

and world and give ourselves to a life of integrity and 
truthfulness, love and compassion, and justice and peace. 

 
Saturday, January 18, 2020 

2:00-3:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

  

Helping Hand  
Benefit Dinner 

 
Friday, January 24 

5 to 7pm, Fellowship Hall 
Salmon Dinner with Baked 

Potato, Coleslaw, Garlic 
Bread and Cake 

 
$15 for adults 

$10 for Children 

Helping Hand is a 38 
year old Christian charily 

providing financial 
assistance to South 

Whidbey residents when 
basic services of life are 

endangered. 



 

 

Sunday School, Treasures and Fun! 
 

Happy New Year!  I’m excited to be filling in as the Family Program Associate for a few weeks or 

months until a permanent associate is found. This is also an exciting time in our youth’s lives and in 

our world, and I look forward to helping them navigate it with grace and to continue to build on the 

deep inner wisdom and spirituality that has been fostered within them already.  In the short time that I 

will be leading the youth and family ministries I hope to get the program into ship shape, making it 

easier for someone to step in and run with it. Initially, I will be working to accomplish the following: 

 

Solidify a core group of 12-15 teachers. I want to make teaching Sunday School easy and fun for 
teachers and if there are 12-15 people, each person will only teach once every other month! 
(unless they want to teach more often).  

Reintroduce a standard progressive Christian curriculum, specifically, the new Joyful Path Year 2: 
Inner Wisdom Series.  

Ensure the supplies in the Sunday School rooms are adequate to support the curriculum. 
Start the year fresh! I am cleaning out the former year’s projects to make room for new creations. 
Support the youth’s understanding, appreciation for and involvement in worship through keeping 

them in the service every communion Sunday and coordinating with the worship team to  
involve them as much as possible.  

Spruce up the Sunday School rooms and define two separate and dedicated spaces for youth. 
One space will be for the younger group and one for the older group. This will allow children to 
“own” their space and feel at home in it.  It will also help teachers to know where supplies are 
and that all the supplies for their lesson are close at hand. 

Get organized!  We need to have each child registered. We need to have each volunteer teacher 
trained.  And, since the new permanent associate may not know anyone, I’d like to build a  
family specific database with all of your contact information, pertinent information about your 
family and your child that can be used for reference and outreach.  I will work with Rich to  
develop a job description and will work with Eve to “clean out” and/or update the files in the 
church office.  

 

Once the “bones” of the program are in place, and running smoothly, I will begin to focus on extra  

activities, fundraisers, family fun gatherings and the like.  I am eager to get your input and will be 

reaching out to each family as to what you would like to see happen in 2020. 

 

With a New Year, we are starting fresh in the Sunday School rooms. Please come and pick up your 

child’s treasures on the shelves in the hall (see photo). 

There are some really sweet pictures of your children from 

years past. They will be available through Valentine’s Day. 

Anything left over after that will be disposed of.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to be involved in your lives 

and the lives of your children. It is an honor and I have no 

doubt God’s spirit will be present in all that we do.  

 

Peace and love to you all, 

 

Rachel Fϋss 



 

 

Pastor Rich will be on 
retreat Monday, January 
20 thru Friday the 24th. 
 
Pub Theology is 
cancelled on Tuesday, 
January 21. 

First, I want to say thank you for a beautiful Advent and 
Christmas season and for all of the gifts you all gave to my 
family and me! It was a true joy to spend this first holy 
season with you! 
 
 Second, I want to reassure folks who have been paying 
attention to the denominational news and are concerned 
about a possible split. While a denominational restructuring 
is very likely, we won’t know anything until May of this 
year. Even if there are some drastic changes, they will 
likely not affect local life here at Langley UMC. Also, 
please know that despite current headlines, there has not 
yet been a split, which can only happen with a General 
Conference vote. My personal hope is that there is a 
restructuring or a split so that we can cease with the 
charges, trials and infighting and get on with our task of 
being a church of good news for all people. Following 
worship on Sunday, January 12, we will gather in the 
sanctuary to talk about what proposals are being brought 
to General Conference and what might happen in the days 
to come. If you are interested, please join in the 
conversation and please keep the Church in your prayers! 
 
 
Lastly, I want to give you a sneak peek at the coming year. 
We will be finishing up with our congregation-wide reading 
of ‘We Make the Road by Walking” in July. As that winds 
down, we will be turning our attention to spiritual practices, 
including offering a special six-week evening experience to 
explore the importance of these practices in our stressful 
modern lives.  
 
 
Thank you all for making 2019 such a wonderful year, and 
I look forward to a new year full of worship, service, 
learning and joy with you all! 
 
   Blessings, 

January Birthdays 
 
3   Paul Morris 
5   Patty Imes 
6   Marie McElligott 
8   Irene Stewart 
11   Candy Ramsey 
15   Paul Arand 
20   Aengus Dubendorf 
21   Suzi Stonebridge 
23   Anja Bentsen 
24   Katrina Bentsen 
26   Layla Akhtar 
27   Donny Gochanour 
29   Bill Bone 
31   Wendy Ardans 
31   Sharon Berlin 
31   Megan Drake 
31   Sean Drake 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

There are no 2020 meetings planned at present for our UMW unit. I (Nancy W) need to 
step down from doing that. It's been really satisfying for these last 2 years, but it's time 
for me to wind down and just organize my own life. Maybe a team of people could take 
that on? Or we let them go for now? 
 
I'll stay as Treasurer until there is someone to take that on, but organizing the meetings 
and any speakers is the primary need. We have lots of good suggestions already for 
programs, and the meeting schedule is flexible. I am happy to advise someone to get it 
started. Maybe over a lasagna lunch from our freezer stash?  
Please consider if you can be a part of the 
team! 

Cookie Walk donations – Once again, 
thanks to all who made it possible for 
us to send $1,500 in donations to local 
organizations that benefit women and 
children! It appears that an additional 
donation is being made to increase our 
reach, so stay tuned for news on that. 
$300 – Good Cheer, Helping Hand 
$200 – The HUB for Youth, Whidbey 
Homeless Coalition 
$100 – CADA, Friends of Friends, 
Ryan's House, W.I. Nourishes 
$  50 – Readiness to Learn Fdn, 
Mother Mentors 

United Methodist Women Organization 

 

SAVE THE DELIGHTFUL DATE!    
3 pm on Sunday February 9th   

LUMC Fellowship Hall   
“Holy Ghost Town”  

author Tim Sherry will be reading wonderful 
poems about Holden Village, followed by 
community singing of Holden Vespers.   

More info? Dianne Shiner 
 



 

 

A huge THANK YOU to Angie Ramsey for all the time and talent  she gave to our kids 
and families. She has  set up a solid foundation. And we are so pleased that Rachel 
Fϋss is coming on as the interim associate, she has already started building on 
Angie’s work and lots of great things are in the works including SEE BELOW. 

Worship Volunteer training for Kids at 11am on Sunday, January 26. The kids will 
fill all the positions on the first Sunday of every month so we want to give them all the 
tools they need to handle the mic comfortably and serve communion etc!. 
 
Adult Ushers and Greeters training at 11am on Sunday, January 26 also. Any new 
folks who want to volunteer for this important ministry but didn’t feel you knew what 
you were doing—here’s your chance. 
    
     Both in the Sanctuary  

Worship Volunteer Trainings 

Thank you Angie and Welcome Rachel! 

LUMC 
Christmas 
Pageant 

2019 



 

 

Langley United Methodist Church 
3

rd 
and Anthes (PO Box 374)  Langley, WA 98260 360-221-4233 

 

Worship at 9:30am 
 

Nursery available 
Sunday School for 

Kids at 9:45am 
Fellowship Time 
following worship 

Adult forum at 11am 
 

Office Hours 
Tue. thru Fri. 9am to 2pm 

Closed Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Followers of Jesus 
on a journey of love” 

Pastor Rich Fϋss www.langleyumc.org 
lumc@whidbey.com 

Fri 3 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 7:30am The Braeburn 
Sun 5 Sacred Harp Singing 3pm Fellowship Hall 
Mon 6 Office Closed    every Monday  
Tue 7 Coffee with Rev Rich     every Tuesday                                     8am till 9am Mukilteo Coffee 
 Women’s Coffee Breakfast  group   every Tuesday 9:30am talk to Carol Olson 
 Adult Spiritual formation meeting 10:30am Fireside Room 
  Pub Theology     6:30pm    Double Bluff Brewing 
Wed 8 Women’s Gathering  7pm Prayer Room 
Thu 9 Finance meeting  1pm Small mtg Room 
 Thursday book club  2pm Fireside  Room 
 Choir rehearsal   every Thursday  7pm Sanctuary 
Fri 10 Pastor’s day off    every Friday 
Sun 12 United Methodist Conversation  after worship   Sanctuary 
 Missions/Church & Society meeting  3pm Sharon Berlin’s 
Tue 14 Bible Study   (if the books come in)  10am Fireside Room 
 Trustees meeting  4pm Fireside Room 
Fri 17 Men’s Prayer Breakfast  7:30am The Braeburn 
Sat 18 Book Event  2pm Fellowship Hall 
Mon 20 till 24   Pastor Rich at retreat 
Fri 24 Helping  Hand Benefit Dinner  5 to 7pm Fellowship Hall 
Sun 26 Worship volunteer training  11am Sanctuary 

January 2020 


