February 2020

Langley UMC
From the Finance Team
The Finance Team met in
January to review the 2019
budget and plan for 2020. We
went into 2019 knowing it was
going to be a difficult financial
year due to the loss of many
members of our congregation
over the previous year.
Last year’s approved budget
predicted a loss of over $26,000
for the year. The good news is
that we only lost $16,254. The
improvement was mainly due to
increased pledge giving during
the year. We were able to cover
this loss from cash reserves in
the bank, and we still maintain a
three-month emergency cash
reserve in our account at the
end of the year.
The even better news is that our
financial outlook for 2020 is
much improved! Due to many
members of the congregation
stepping up their pledge
amounts (pledges are up over
11%), we are predicting
increased income this year. We
no longer have rental income
from the parsonage, but the
increase in pledges more than
makes up for that loss. We are
also lowering our expenses for
the year by over $12,000,
mainly due to the fact that we no

longer have to pay a pastor’s
housing allowance and property
taxes on the parsonage.
Staff salaries are unchanged in
2020 (staff wages and benefits
are 70% of our budget). We are
projecting income of about
$234,900 and expenses of
$232,793 for a surplus of
$2,107.

Of course, these numbers are
just approximations, and as
previous years have shown,
unforeseen changes can easily
occur in income and expenses.
If you would like more detailed
information, it is available in the
office and on the bulletin board
in the hallway.
One of our goals this year is to
keep the congregation informed
during the year about the
ongoing status of our budget.
Look for regular updates in the
newsletter and e-news.
Please contact me if you have
questions or would like to
discuss our budget in more
detail.
Tom McCullough, Chair

2020
Finance
update
Thank you to everyone
who gave extra last year
so we could come closer
to balancing the
2019 budget.

Thanks!

H o l d e n
V i l l a g e
P o e t r y &
S o n g
Sunday, February 9, Fellowship Hall

3pm Poetry Reading
by author Tim Sherry
4:15pm Holden Vespers
with Karl Olsen & Katrina Bentsen

General Conference
2020 News
& Resources

Holden Vespers is a beautiful
evening prayer that is being sung
around the world in February.
Once a mining town, Holden Village is an intergenerational retreat
center and community in the North Cascades wilderness.
www.holdenvillage.org
Holy Ghost Town is a remarkable collection of poems giving voice
to a community that embraces wilderness, grace, ecology, hilarity,
and diversity.
Tim Sherry’s poems have appeared in numerous journals. He is a
retired Tacoma teacher/principal/author. This book is his second
published collection.

As we continue towards
General Conference 2020 our
Pacific Northwest Annual
Conference will be providing
news and resources about the
important conversations
happening in the United
Methodist church.
CLICK HERE

Care Team
You are invited to join the 2020 CARE TEAM. There are many ways to assist the 20 plus
members of our congregation who are homebound, ill, or in need of encouragement. A
Assistance can be as simple as sending a card to the person you are connected with on
a regular basis, to morning wellness calls, home visits, prescription pickup, grocery shopping,
reading to those who desire it, take communion on communion Sunday and many other small
and big gestures.
At times, there is a need for meals to be organized for someone or a family following
surgery or an accident. Training will be available.
We are meeting February and March and hope to begin after then to meet 4 times a year.
The team at present has these needs for organization:
• Develop a working system of tracking and communicating needs, visitations and updates.
• Meal coordinator to learn how to use an online program to organize meals in emergency
situations. There is training for this.
• Develop a way to connect with our youth who are going to college or a technical school.
This may include current addresses, updates in the newsletter, be creative in involving our
congregation in their lives.
The next meeting is Monday, Feb. 10th, 10 AM in the Fireside Room. Please contact Susan
Gilles (in the church directory) for further information/questions/needs .

Pastoral Ponderings
As I write this, I am sitting in a small cabin (rollinghuts.com) in-between Winthrop and
Mazama, Washington, watching the snow fall and reading a book that Rachel gave me
for Christmas. The book is “The Happiness of Pursuit,” by Chris Guillebeau. In it, he
details his own pursuit or quest (to visit every country on earth) as well as explores the
quests of others. What he discovered is that we humans are happiest when we are
pursuing a quest of some sort, whether that quest be traveling, working to better a
situation, or an inward quest.
Interestingly, he points out, after interviewing hundreds of people who have gone on all sorts of quests, is
that the starting point for quests is not a vision or a passion but a feeling of discontentment. Here, people
are looking at the world or at their lives and feeling like things could be better. And it is out of this sense of
discontent that the vision arises.
In thinking about Langley UMC, one of the things that I find so amazing about this church is the number of
non-profits and service organizations it has incubated and fledged. The HUB, Hearts and Hammers, and
PFLAG Whidbey Island, to name a few. I suspect, although I can’t say for certain, that these all grew out of
a sense of discontent with what kind of community support was being offered to our youth, or those
experiencing health or home challenges.
I think there can be something very holy about being discontent with the way things are. The history of our
Judeo-Christian faith is the story of people, prophets and a savior who were not content with how people
were relating to each other, to their wealth and to God.
All of this leads me to two questions for us to ponder:
First, where are we discontented? Where are we seeing things that need some attention or improvement?
Another way of asking this is where are we seeing suffering or injustice?
Second, what are we going to do about it? What is next for us as we build on our history of starting and
growing service organizations in our community?
As we move into 2020, let us be in thought and prayer together as we ponder these important questions.
Blessings,

Pastoral Visitation Program
Beginning this month, I will be starting the process of visiting each person/family in the church. This will
take a while, so some of you may not get a call or an email from me to schedule a visit until later in the
year, but I promise I’ll be as active as my schedule will allow.
The purpose of these visits is to allow me to continue to get to know you better, to give us an opportunity
to talk, and to provide me with a chance to ask a few questions. The questions I will be asking will be
centered around a couple of areas. First, I will be asking how I and/ or the church can support you in your
faith journey? Second, I will be asking where are you feeling a call in your life (this could be through the
church or out in the community)?
During our meeting, I am also hoping to talk about the state of the church and hear your ideas on how we
can deepen and grow in our ministry and presence within our South Whidbey community.
I want to thank you in advance for making time in your schedule for this!

Whidbey Reads is an annual program that brings Whidbey
Island residents together to read and talk about a book. A
series of public events focuses on themes related to the story.
The shared experience serves as a springboard to explore
commonalities and differences.
Whidbey Reads is a collaborative effort between Sno-Isle
Libraries, Whidbey Island Friends of the Library groups, and
volunteers from each community on Whidbey Island. Other
partners include The Book Rack, Kingfisher Books,
Moonraker Books, and Skagit Valley College.
Whidbey Reads also is supported by the Sno-Isle Libraries
Foundation.
Marie Byers
Whidbey Reads project manager

The current 2020 Whidbey Reads book immerses us in the
topic of Transgender. It is relevant to this congregation
because, as a Reconciling Congregation, we support equal
treatment for trans persons, both within our church and in civil
society.
Whidbey Reads has extended an invitation to PFLAG
Whidbey Island to give its support to this program. PFLAG will
have its literature available at each event and has been invited
to give a presentation at each of the 4 large branches.

To accompany the reading of this novel, Whidbey Reads has
created nearly 30 special events at its five island branches.
Go to www.sno-isle.org/?pg=whidbeyreads to see the list.
Last on the list is a session with the author in LUMC’s
Fellowship Hall on Thurs., April 23, at 4pm.

PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays) is a national organization of parents,
family, friends, and allies of LGBTQ persons,
working for full equality through support,
education, and advocacy. PFLAG Whidbey
Island is one of 400 chapters across the country.

“this is how it always is”
This is Claude. He's five years old,
the youngest of five brothers. He also
loves peanut butter sandwiches. He
also loves wearing a dress, and
dreams of being a princess. When he
grows up, Claude says, he wants to
be a girl. Rosie and Penn, his
parents, want Claude to be whoever
Claude wants to be. They're just not
sure they're ready to share that with
the world. Soon the entire family is
keeping Claude's secret. Until one
day it explodes.
For this project, each island library
has extra copies available. Stop by
to pick one up.
Laurie Frankel is the
New York Timesbestselling, awardwinning author of three
novels. Her writing has
also appeared in The
New York Times, The
Guardian, Publisher's
Weekly, People
Magazine, Lit Hub, The
Sydney Morning Herald, and other
publications. She is the recipient of
the Washington State Book Award.
Her novels have been translated into
more than twenty-five languages, and
all three have been optioned for film
or TV. A former college professor,
she now writes full-time. She was
recently named one of the 50 Most
Influential Women in Seattle where
she lives with her family and makes
good soup.

United Methodist Women

Thursday, February 13
11am till noon
Fireside Room
Thank you letters are coming in from our Cookie Walk donation recipients! See them on the UMW Bulletin
Board in the hallway near the Fireside Room.
And we have a $500 contribution from one of our long-time member/donors that we can use for additional
donations to increase our impact in the community. How shall we allocate it?
I'll be in the Fireside Room on Thursday,
Feb. 13 from 11 am to noon to discuss it with anyone who can show up! Or write or call me to give your
input. We can also talk about the future, our financial status (which is good), future program ideas, and
anything else on your mind. Anyone welcome. I'll bring treats!
Nancy Waddell, 321-2581 nancyw@whidbey.com
UMW is still alive, we're just slightly dormant until a new meeting organizer
or two comes along. Thanks!

February
Birthdays

5

Gail Jiles

8

Andrea Loeser

9

Jeff Clark

9

Loren Imes

10

Stig O. Brandfors

13

Greg Gilles

14

Roger Barr

15

Flannery Friedman

16

Dave Anderson

16

Austin Drake

17

Roy Benson

17

Gail Pierce

19

Bayley Gochanour

26

Sharon McDaniel

February 2020
Sat. 1
Sun. 2
Mon. 3
Tue. 4

Thu. 6
Fri. 7
Sun. 9
Mon. 10
Tue. 11
Wed. 12
Thu. 13
Fri. 14
Sun. 16
Tue. 18
Fri. 21
Tue. 25
Wed. 26

Church Council mtg
Sacred harp Singing
Office Closed every Monday
Coffee with Rev Rich
every Tuesday
Women’s Coffee Breakfast group every Tuesday
Adult Spiritual Formation mtg
Pub Theology
Choir rehearsal every Thursday
Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Pastor’s day off every Friday
Holden Village Poetry & Song
Care Committee mtg
Bible Study
Women’s Gathering
United Methodist Women
Thursday book club
Hearts & Hammers Spaghetti dinner
Sunday School teachers training
Pub Theology
Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Bible Study
Ash Wednesday

Worship at 9:30am

1pm
3pm

Soundview Center
Fellowship Hall

8am
9:30am
10:30am
6:30pm
7pm
7:30am

Mukilteo Coffee

3pm
10am
10am
7pm
11am
2pm
5 to 7pm
11am
6:30pm
7:30am
10am
TBA

Sanctuary
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Prayer Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fellowship Hall

Fireside Room
Double Bluff Brewing
Sanctuary
The Braeburn

Double Bluff Brewing
The Braeburn
Fireside Room
Sanctuary

Langley United Methodist Church

rd

Nursery available
Sunday School for
Kids at 9:45am
Fellowship Time
following worship
Adult forum at 11am
Office Hours
Tue. thru Fri. 9am to 2pm
Closed Monday

“Followers of Jesus
on a journey of love”

3 and Anthes (PO Box 374) Langley, WA 98260 360-221-4233
www.langleyumc.org
lumc@whidbey.com

Pastor Rich Fϋss

