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This year is different. For the first time in all of our 
lifetimes, we will not be able to gather together for 

worship, sing our seasonal hymns or journey together as 
we light the Advent candles each Sunday. This doesn’t 
mean, however, that we can’t be together- at least in 

spirit. 

To help with this, we have created an Advent Devotional 
for and with the good people of Langley UMC in hopes 

that we can journey towards Christmas together in this 
way.  

Each day will have a short Bible reading and a devotional 
written by a LUMC member or friend. The topics will be 
the kind where the discussion and reflection can include 

children as well. 

May this devotional bless you as we journey through 
Advent together!

Welcome



November 29
Reading: Romans 13: 11-14 

Ya know what time it is? It’s morning - time to rise and shine - the 
gift of a new day! 

St. Paul says in Romans that this new day is a time to wake from 
sleep - a time to pay attention - a time for something new . . . 

Indeed - that’s what Advent is about - the beginning a new church 
year - a time of preparing for the celebration of the birth of Jesus - 
a “high holy time” for those of us who are followers of that Jesus.  

This year is so different from all other Advent beginnings. For 
months we have shut down. Now it’s time to wake up! Perhaps in 
our staying away from worship and from one another, we have 
forgotten our relationships, our friendships, our dear friends. 
When we are captured by our homes, we become self-focused. 
That’s not who we have been or want to be. Advent calls us out of 
ourselves and into the mystery of preparing . . . 

I have learned a new word this year “liminal” - it means “a threshold 
time - a new beginning - a time of transition”.  Sounds like Advent 
to me. Together, though we are apart, let us prepare ourselves for 
something NEW - the saving presence of sacred community. 
Though the only way we presently gather or see one another is 
Zoom, we are still family, still community, still church, still LUMC. 

Greetings Dear Friends! It’s morning - the beginning of a new year 
together!  

One of my old friends lived by a strange motto -“relax into the 
chaos”. That is David’s gift to me from years and years ago. I invite 
you into the liminal time of Advent to relax into the leaving behind, 
and the looking for what is newly possible . . . 

Paul Morris



November 30

It’s comforting to know that God’s spirit strengthens me to 
handle such challenging times. As a gardener, I know that the 
Spirit within me must be tended in order to bear fruit. Following 
a Max Lucado devotional, I try to begin each morning by 
committing to live out the fruits of the Spirit that day. I focus 
on choosing love over resentment, recognizing the common 
humanity I share with those on the other side of the political 
spectrum and mask-wearing issue.  

I choose joy by actively looking for signs of God’s presence in the 
world, (pretty easy to do on this beautiful island with eagles, 
whales, and neighbors who care for each other.) I also see God’s 
hand in the cooperation of scientists around the world, and the 
downtime which has allowed masses of people to mobilize for 
social justice and burn less fuel. I find peace by forgiving others 
and myself for our mistakes. As I grow frustrated by the forced 
isolation of this pandemic, I choose patience, thanking God for 
meditation time. I choose to reach out in kindness but I also 
have to be careful not to let the People-pleaser side of me 
promise more than I can deliver (Faithfulness).  I try to manage 
my time and get enough sleep, both of which are essential for 
me to maintain my gentleness and self-control. 

After 25 years of this prayer regimen, I still am a work in 
progress, so I appreciate Max Lucado’s final words: “If I succeed 
this day, I will give thanks.  If I fail, I will seek grace.  Then I will 
place my head on my pillow and rest.” 

Betsy McCullough 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 5-8  



December 1
Reading: Mark 13: 33-37 

2020 has certainly been a year like no other – a year filled with 
watching and waiting.  A year of being vigilant.  Sometimes in life 
we wait with excitement and anticipation – Christmas, going on 
a trip, a reunion with an old friend.  But often, unfortunately, we 
wait with fear and anxiety.  Uncertainty often fuels that anxiety.  
The pandemic has made us all at least somewhat anxious and 
vigilant.  Being watchful doesn’t take much physical energy, but 
it can be emotionally draining.  As we watch the news and wait 
for a vaccine to be developed and the pandemic to resolve, our 
challenge is to try to remain positive and hopeful, and not be 
consumed by our anxieties. 

But how do we do this?  Langley author Kate Davies, in her book 
Intrinsic Hope, challenges us to try to find hope from within, not 
based on specific outcomes or results, but on an internal 
orientation to life.  She writes that we can do this by cultivating 
habits such as being present and mindful, expressing gratitude 
regularly, feeling love and compassion for the world, accepting 
the reality of situations, taking action by whatever small steps 
we can, and persevering for the long haul.  If we can cultivate 
these habits and attitudes, our anxieties should lessen, and our 
minds become more hopeful -  a hope that eventually the things 
in life we cherish most will become familiar to us again. 

Tom McCullough



December 2
Reading: John 1: 1-5 
This, the beginning of the good news according to John, is perhaps one 
of those familiar Bible passages that begins to lose its impact as we 
hear it over and over. It is a very different introduction to who Jesus is 
from what the other three gospels present. “In the beginning” is an echo 
of Genesis - important words - pay attention! 

One of my favorite scripture verses is in this text: “The light shines in 
the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.” Note that it does 
not say that the light will overpower the darkness. To be sure, grim and 
evil things happen in the world, but the light is not extinguished.  Nor 
does the light retreat into its own private realm of thought, mysticism, 
and undisturbable calm. The light enters in to the darkness, illuminating 
and revealing what is otherwise not seen.  

In our day, the light is revealing realities often hidden in the institutions 
of our society: white supremacy, patriarchy, greed, fear, unbridled 
capitalism and militarism. Yet the light shines on other realities we often 
don’t see as well: the beauty of tiny ferns on the forest floor, the 
silhouettes of bare trees against the sky, moments of sunlight sparkling 
through water droplets on tree branch tips, a meal delivered to a 
stranger or a friend, a kind word spoken extra loudly and clearly 
through a mask in the checkout line.  

Have courage, let the light shine into our lives and our world. Our 
darkness will not over come the light of Christ! 

Marcia Dunigan



December 3
Reading: John 1: 6-9 

Light opens up a spectrum of words and images..... 
Like  l ight  itself, the word can take a lot 
of different forms — it can be a noun, an adjective, or 
a verb, and it can mean "bright" or "not heavy". We 
know the definition formed by the electromagnetic 
spectrum..that is science! But what does this true 
light which engages us (and enlightens everyone) 
though the Bible and spiritual exploration mean to 
me? 

The true light is an expression of hope, of awakening, 
love and of moving from the dark. This season is, 
behind all the seasonal fluffery, a moment to awaken 
to the gift of what John was testifying at the 
baptism of Jesus that, that light, that person was 
here to bring light (hope, awakening, love and an 
opportunity to move from the dark to a more 
humane and loving world.   

Jerry Millhon 



December 4
Reading: Jeremiah 33: 14-16  

Jerusalem is the spiritual city for three Abrahamic 
religions which share the same God.  Its leaders 
struggle when matching history and modern life with 
the admonition of their God to love one another.  

We can look to our selves and see if we are following this 
admonition to live selflessly, to feed the hungry, shelter 
the homeless, treat all equally, honoring Black Lives 
Matter.   

On our island we are generally a giving community with 
good leadership and many service organizations.  God 
commands that if we work on ourselves to do better we 
will have the support to be successful.  This year we 
have a new demon, Covid 19, and our community will 
take this trial as a challenge to make our neighbors this 
Advent and Christmas cared for, protected and fed. 

Pam Schell 



December 5
Reading: Isaiah 6: 10  

I find these words hopeful.  I am not alone in my looking 
but not seeing, listening but not hearing, knowing but not 
comprehending.  I can be healed -- well I think of it as 
ongoing healing not a single point of being healed once and 
for all.  

Have you ever experienced a time when you had an insight 
then wondered why you hadn’t grasped it long ago? 

I have more than once.  And it has taught me, more than 
once, how much we need each other.  To truly open and 
heal, it takes courage.   

I love this quote from Brene Brown:  “The willingness to 
show up changes us, it makes us a little braver each time.” 

Susi Gardner 



December 6
Reading: Romans 15: 4-13  

This passage is a good reminder to me of resiliency and 
hope. ….  When events in our world cause me to feel like 
things are regressing in a negative way and that there is 
nothing I can do about it, I need to remember my 
response is my own choice.  I could choose to be down.   
or… I can choose to find inspiration in stories of others 
that have endured far more than I will ever know.   
Biblical people like Job, Noah and Moses, historical 
figures like Robert Bruce, and more recent icons like 
Nelson Mandela and Mother Teresa all lived lives that 
inspire.  Reflecting on their stories of endurance 
encourages me to use the gift of this life that God has 
given me and to persevere.   

I hope that God can use me to help make this world a 
better place and that I can help in ways that I may not 
fully understand.  May the God of hope fill us with all joy 
and peace as we trust in him, so that we may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Willy Dubendorf



December 7
Reading: Psalms 43: 3-6 

As the times of daylight get shorter and shorter I find I 
search for the light in my life in other places. 

I love the phrase in the fourth verse..."God my exceeding 
joy: yeah, upon the harp I will praise thee..." That is a 
source of light! That is what we do this time of year, 
especially in this congregation, we praise God with 
music. We find light and joy and the divine in the music.  
Though we may not be together physically, my heart is 
filled with light and joy remembering all the songs we 
have share and all the songs we will share again and 
most of all what a gift this congregation is to my family.  

Love and blessings to you dear ones. May your lives be 
filled with music, joy and light now and always. 

Carolyn Ahktar



December 8
Reading: Psalms 27: 1-4 

Fear- I think everyone fears something- maybe 
snakes, spiders, sickness, broken bones, flu, mean 
people, robbers, murderers , even people who have 
views that are different from our own views. Maybe 
we all even fear death because it is something that 
is unknown even though as believers we know that 
we will dwell in God’s house forever. The older I 
become the more I wonder what it will be like and 
what comes next. That is what I think I call fear- it 
is really wonder or curiosity of the unknown.  

Ginny Mayer



December 9
Reading: Psalms 119: 105-106  

Have you ever gotten up in the middle of the night and 
not turned on the light because you don’t want to 
disturb someone else in the house?  Invariably if I do 
this, I wind up tripping over the dog or stubbing my toe 
on the bedpost.  I have now learned that even the 
ambient light from my cell phone can save me from 
stumbling in the darkness.  That is what this Scripture 
verse has always meant to me as well.  The Word of God 
with its message of love, hope, and peace can be just the 
thing we need to keep us from stumbling into the 
darkness of fear and hate that this world so often offers 
us.  As we travel this Advent Journey from fear to faith, 
from hate to hope, from lies to love may you also find 
that Light guiding you forward into a better, fuller, and 
happier life… without stubbing your toe. 

Dave Bieniek



December 10
Reading: John 12: 35-36  

What can we see that is not in the news or in the gray, wet, 
virus-ridden weather that surrounds us?  How can we open our 
eyes to God’s light--to all that is true and beautiful? 

And don’t we need to let this light of love be the spark that 
makes it possible for us to extend God’s love…to do good, to 
show compassion, to work for righteousness even if we are 
feeling tired and fragile and fractured.   

I think creating light has to go beyond dutifully writing checks to 
programs that looks after people in need in the same 
perfunctory spirit that predominates as we pay our power bills--
which is what I tend to do. Shouldn’t it be more a matter of 
loving generously, including giving generously, with an open and 
joyful heart.  I’d like to have more of that open hearted and joyful 
feeling. 

I’m pretty sure Jesus had it.  Giving, caring, standing up for what 
was right, seeing the good in others seems to have filled His 
heart with even more love.  Jesus sets a high bar for us, so high, 
in fact, that even his disciples who were in the physical presence 
of the most brilliant of lights had to be cajoled and reminded.  
And of course, this reminder is for us, as well:   Wake up! Don’t 
stumble in the dark!  Be filled with the light of love, let it motive 
action and generate actual joy!   

Sharon Berlin 



December 11
Reading: Ephesians 5: 8-9  
With days growing shorter and nights growing longer the 
darkness seems to be growing right along with the rise in 
Covid cases.  In the context of Covid, political and sometimes 
personal turmoil, and winter darkness, what does it mean to 
be light? Verse nine tells us that the fruit of light is found in all 
that is good and right and true. Infectious disease experts tell 
us that it is good to wear our masks, stay home and practice 
distancing. This is the right thing to do. And it is true to who 
Christ was and is in our lives today. 

Jesus was born in a time of darkness. His parents raised him 
to be good and right and true to them, to their faith, and to 
God.   

I believe when we in all matters do what is good and right and 
true we too usher Christ into our lives and world desperate 
for goodness, longing for what’s right and desiring the truth. 

How are you light in the midst  of this darkness? Where do you 
see goodness and how do you participate in it? In all matters 
do you ask yourself what is right? How do you evaluate 
whether something is true? 

In what ways are you light in the Lord? 

Roger Barr



December 12
Reading: 1 Peter 2: 5-6, 9  

As I see them are talking about the ability to change. The 
ability to be able to wait out a storm or continue down a 
dark tunnel when you cannot see light. They talk about 
being a living stone and then letting ourselves be changed 
and built into a spiritual house. I see this as a way of 
saying that everyone should be open to being changed by 
God and be able to make the changes you need to be 
healthy.  

The verse continues talking about not hiding from your 
faith but instead welcoming it and what it has brought to 
everyone individually. The next verse talks about truly 
being a community under god. Being a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, and a holy nation, which I believe is used 
in a way that means we are all united together. The final 
words in verse nine say “out of darkness and into his 
marvelous light” as in showing some sort of clarity or 
hope at the end of the day. I see it as even during hard 
times, and when everything seems pointless, if we have 
hope and keep going things will get better and that there 
is a light at the end of the tunnel or more like something 
to look forward to in the future. 

Seren Fuss



December 13
Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-3 

As we reflect on the year 2020, much of the time there has been 
a dark storm abroad in the world: the climate crisis, racial 
injustice, economic disparity and the spread of the virus with 
mounting death. At first we thought the pandemic was a bad 
dream which would soon end.   Our initial response to our own 
grief and confusion was to help others with food, phone calls, 
donations for basic needs.   These acts of service all matter, but 
as the pandemic has lasted for months we realized the need to 
adjust our perspective for a longer haul as we learn to live in this 
storm of uncertainty. These dark days have both allowed, and 
caused us, and many others, to examine the injustice, inequality, 
and cruelty we have lived with for decades.   In short, we all have 
had time to go deep into the darkness, 

Even as we are in the depth of the dark, Isaiah reminds us God 
brings light to the world. And the Advent season tells the same 
story as we wait in the dark for the Light of the world. We all 
have light to give the world as we each in our own lives humbly 
work to restore justice, equity, and kindness. If we add our own 
light, bending toward the Light of God, together we will create a 
bright beacon that will bring us safely through this storm to a 
new safe harbor for all. 

Dana and Doug Kelly



December 14
Reading: 2 Corinthians 4: 5-6  

In working with teens in our church family for many 
years, Diane Fraser and I emphasized the need for 
them to find their "light" and to let it shine.  

We would often give them a flashlight or candle as 
they graduated from our class as a tangible reminder 
of this call from God.  

The verse today brought back those fond memories 
and reminded me how important a message this is 
for all of us...at all ages.   As we light our holiday 
candles I will seek God's guidance on how best I can 
serve the world and let my own light shine, and also 
to remember to seek to see the light in others. 

  

Helen Price Johnson



December 15
Reading: 1 John 1: 5, 7 

In Eastern traditions, there is a balance between light 
and dark, of Yin (dark/ moon) and Yang (light/ sun). In 
many ways we need the darkness— we need the shorter 
days and the earlier evenings to bring about the 
seasonal circadian rhythms of our souls and cells. We 
need the dark hummus of the earth to gestate seedlings 
of new life. And sometimes we need sin to remember the 
sweetness of grace—not to seek out sin (darkness) 
intentionally, but to be reminded of our earthly 
imperfect humanity, and know that God desires 
fellowship with us, to turn back into the warm waves of 
his light and heavenly love and calling.  

If we think of light purely on a scientific level, sunlight 
provides energy to all living things. I like to imagine God 
being that energy with which propels life along and gets 
us out of bed in the morning, the energy that passes 
when we share Gospel goodness, the energy that gives 
whether we’re ready to receive it or not.   “A Light 
Shines in the Darkness, and the Darkness shall not 
overcome it.” Thanks be to God!!!! 

Katrina Bentsen



December 16
Reading: John 3: 16-21 

I have to begin this advent devotional contribution by stating that Willy said, “Oh, you have John 3:16, your devotional better be 
spectacular!” Seeing as how this bible verse happens to be one of the most well known bible verses (number one according to 
Woman’s Day Magazine and an assortment of other websites I searched), I guess he’s right! However, I will quickly add that, as 
Reverend Rich assured us, we don’t have to be biblical scholars, so...here we go! 

 After reading John 3:16-21, I discovered what resonated with me was not the beginning of the text, but the end. The last portion 
of this passage states, “But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.” This is powerful. This is a true representation of how to live as a Christian. To me, a follower of Jesus doesn’t 
have to go out and proclaim to everyone that he/she is a Christian. To me, a follower of Jesus needs to live as Jesus lived (or do 
our very best to do so)! Jesus was the true example of a perfect human. Kindness, love, compassion and empathy are the words 
I would use to describe him. Our deeds are what define us as humans and how we are seen in the eyes of God and our fellow 
earthlings (non-humans included). It is in how we live and our actions that (should) bring us closer to God.  

 As I look out the window, I realize I am writing this and it is pitch black outside and it is only 5:30pm! Personally, this physical 
darkness creates a connection between the text and Christmas. The darkness is sometimes hard for those who love the light of 
the sun (I am guessing that means most of us!), yet it is also a time of preparation and coziness that envelops the Christmas 
season. When the darkness falls over our northern hemisphere and fills many hours of our day with blackness, we remember 
that Jesus is the light and that he is our guide. In the text it states, “God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” During our journey towards the winter solstice, the darkness of 
this time of year is only a preparation for the light that comes with the Christmas season. For me, the anticipation of the 
festivities and celebration of the one who brought light into this world creates a time of joyful contemplation. 

Heather Dubendorf 



December 17
Reading: Isaiah 40: 1-11  

“Comfort, comfort . . .” 

We surely need comforting today. Is there hope of comfort in the midst of 
illness and collapsing economies and political hatred? 

Isaiah speaks to his people, the Hebrews, first conquered and then carried 
off as captives into the strange land of their enemies. Now God is speaking 
to them, giving them hope that they do not have to remain exiled forever. 
They have paid a price for their sins—for not carrying out God’s ways of 
love and justice, for ignoring the poor and vulnerable. 

But now—release is coming—comfort after a weary captivity. 

It would come through Jesus, but this deliverance would come for all 
people, not just the chosen ones. They were to be the means through 
whom God would now bring his comfort to all. 

The words still speak to us in our current wilderness, the wilderness of 
pandemic loneliness, racial hatred, global catastrophe, political squabbling. 

These rough places of injustice and conquest will be ploughed up, to be no 
more. 

Civilizations rise and fall. They ignore God’s way and perish—but his word 
and promises do not fail. 

He WILL come—but in love, as a shepherd loves and cares for his sheep. 
“He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart.” 

And Jesus did come, speaking of himself as a good shepherd, with 
tenderness and love. 

And when we are loved, we go out to love others. That is the hope. He will 
reach others through us. 

Anngaylia O'Barr



December 18
Reading: John 9: 1-7 

This verse begins with a question to Jesus from the disciples about a 
man who has been blind from birth.  “Whose sin caused God to punish 
this man by blinding him, the man’s or his parent’s?” “Neither,” says 
Jesus. Instead of assigning blame, he encourages the disciples to see the 
man’s blindness as an opportunity to respond with compassionate care.  
Jesus then proceeds to miraculously restore the man’s sight. 

This verse has resonated with me during the pandemic, especially as we 
waited to know the outcome of the election. I found myself becoming 
judgmental.  “How can those people be so blind to science?  How hard is it 
to just put on a mask?” “How can they vote for him?”  I was tense and 
discontented.  Fortunately, Jesus’ words nagged me, a clear call for me to 
replace blame with compassion. 

The Adult Forum group has been studying Karen Armstrong’s book, 12 
Steps to A Compassionate Life.  It introduced me to a Buddhist 
meditation on love, “that huge, immeasurable feeling that knows no 
hatred.”  I attempt to mentally send loving kindness, compassion and joy 
to ever-widening circles of humanity, starting with family, to friends, to 
community, nation and world, with special focus on sending love to people 
who I find frustrating. I find that my antipathy towards these people is 
waning and I am no longer angry and tense, instead hopeful and often 
joyful. 

For me, the lesson I needed to learn is clear.  As long as I focus on 
judgment, I neglect the work I should be doing on the side of compassion 
and justice in our community and world. 

Betsy McCullough 



December 19
Reading: Luke 3: 1-6  

Many Bible verses remind me of SONG – the words become 
music in my head of pieces I’ve learned over the years.  The 
words that sing out to me here especially are “Every valley” … 
“the crooked straight” … “the rough places plain” … “and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of our God”. 

Music is Christmas.  Christmas is Music. 

A celebration of Life. 

A reminder of my Dad, especially this December 2020, as he 
passed Christmas morning 2019, 2 days after his 98th birthday. 

Particular words from this passage remind me of Handel’s 
Messiah…”Every valley shall be exalted…” that I can hear my Dad 
practicing the Tenor solo as he did many years in preparation 
for Holiday Concerts.  I hear my little brother Terry mimicking 
him, singing Ev’ry Valll-i-Heee.  A very good memory. 

We all have been “crying out” this year especially.  And I think we 
need to aim to remember that God LISTENS, and CARES, and is 
WITH US….Our BEST present for this year. 

Suzi   Stonebridge  



December 20
Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10  

Today’s reading comes from Hebrew scripture, the Old Testament as we Christians refer to it.  I’ve heard that the Jew Jesus was especially fond of 
Isaiah, that it was his favorite.  To me that makes sense since Luke reports that in Jesus’s first ‘sermon’ he reads from Isaiah (Luke 4: 16-19) and often 
refers to the teachings of Isaiah during his three-year ministry. 

As Christians we know the importance of looking back; that’s what we do in this season of Advent.  We look back not only to the birth of Jesus, but 
beyond that into the Jewish tradition of the Messiah.  Perhaps it is more accurate to say the traditions, since there was more than one vision of what 
that future Messiah would be for the Jewish people.  What we have here is one of those visions of the coming savior. 

In this passage we can discover the importance of genealogy, of family blood line, to the Jews.  I must confess that I did not know the meaning of “the 
stump of Jesse” and the “Root of Jesse” until I looked more deeply into this passage.  What I discovered is that Jesse is the father of David, the great 
King David, one of the handful of the most revered Jewish leaders.  Isaiah’s reference, then, is to the Jewish tradition that the future Messiah will 
come from the family tree of Jesse and his son David.  A further connection is that Jesse was from Bethlehem.  So, this child’s birth we are about to 
celebrate, that in this season of Advent we are looking forward to, raises the question: what is the vision we hold of Jesus whom we profess to follow? 

What was Isaiah’s vision of the coming Messiah, the savior of the Jews?  It certainly was not the vision of the warrior King, the David as King or King 
Solomon.  Rather it was a vision of a spiritual leader, faithful to God.  He would be concerned with justice for the needy and the poor.  His spiritual 
nature would lead to a peaceful time for all creation including the animal kingdom where miraculously animals who do not ordinarily get along with 
each other would live side by side peacefully.  He will lead not by his wealthy status, political power, and military might, but with the peaceful child-like 
spirit of one born in poverty in a small, back-woods village like Bethlehem. 

So, where does that leave us as followers of Jesus in in 21st century America.  There are more than one vision of Jesus here and now.  There’s the 
Jesus who asks us to believe in him and who will lead us into heaven.  There’s the prosperity gospel of Joel Osteen or any other of the myriad of mega-
churches leaders.  There’s also the vision of non-violent resistance to empire and welcoming all into the Beloved Community.  The variety of visions is 
voluminous.  Ultimately, the choice is ours; what vision will we decide to follow? 

Larry Fox 



December 21
Reading: Zephaniah 3: 14-17  

I had to read the entire book of Zephaniah(3 chapters) 
over several times before the selected 
verses 3:14-17 began to make sense. In the previous two 
and a half chapters of Zephaniah the Lord is really upset 
with a lot of ungodly things; false idols, stealing from the 
poor, being greedy, putting trust in wealth, following 
heathen customs, people seeking their own gain, being 
proud and arrogant, etc. 

Zephaniah implores the people to avoid the worst of the 
judgement by walking humbly and doing what is right. In 
a rather sudden turn about he foretells of  a time when 
the Lord “removes his hand of judgement”....and comes 
“to live among you.” 

This reminds me of that line in the Lord’s Prayer, “thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done.” I guess it’s a foretelling 
of Jesus and a promise that on some level, some way, 
sometime, the kingdom will come. 

Dave Anderson 



December 22
Reading: Matthew 1: 18-25  

Reading these verses I instantly reflect on my own 
pregnancy. I had uterine cancer at 28 so when we 
found out at age 40 that I was pregnant, we were 
shocked....and thrilled.  

 
Those months of pregnancy became a lesson in 
patience and giving it up to God. Fast forward to 
2020 and I think these principles still hold true. So 
many unknowns but in trusting God we will find peace. 

 
Let us all feel God's love and presence during these 
months. 

Leneen Carr 



December 23
Reading: Luke 1: 39-56  

Spiritual friendship is what I experience when I read 
this passage about Mary and Elizabeth.  They both 
were facing challenging times but joy was also part of 
this relationship.  They cherished each other and knew 
God would be with both of them.  The blessing of their 
friendship gave them someone to share this joy, fear, 
doubt and embrace each other within God’s plans. 

Think of the friendships in your lifetime that were/are 
special to you.  Call a friend or write a note sharing 
with them some of the ways you consider them a 
blessing in your life. 

“May you treasure your friends; 

May you be good to them and may you be there for 
them; 

May they bring you all the blessing, challenges, truth, 
and light that you need for your journey” 

John O’Donohue  ‘Friendship Blessing’ 

Susan Gilles



December 24
Reading: Luke 2: 8-20  

So here we are- Christmas Eve! And what a strange 
Christmas Eve this is. Even with the comforting routines 
and rituals of the season, this is still the most unusual and 
non-traditional Christmas Eve of our lifetimes. And yet 
Christmas is still here and still happening.  

For me, this is comforting and reassuring. The fact that the 
good news of Jesus’ birth and entry in to our world is still 
celebrated and still announced around the world is a deeply 
hopeful thing.  

In tonight’s reading, we hear that when the shepherds told 
all who would hear about the birth of this special child, Mary 
treasured these words in her heart. I wonder if these words 
of hope and promise were so valuable to her because they 
soothed her soul during a scary time?  

I am finding that this year I, too, am treasuring our 
Christmas story and promise- glad tidings of great joy!- 
that unto us a Savior has been born. Into an often 
frightening world, a gift has been given that will accompany 
us and guide us to peace and joy. Merry Christmas indeed!  

Rev. Rich
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