
Pk’s Perspectives… Why do we pray?

	 The story is told about a small town in the south. For many years, this town had been 
“dry” in that no alcohol was ever sold or served there. But one day a businessman in the 
area decided to build a tavern. In response to this new tavern, a group of Christians from a 
local church became concerned and planned an all-night prayer meeting to ask God to 
intervene. Shortly after the prayer meeting that night, lightning struck the bar and it burned 
to the ground.
	 In the aftermath of the fire, the owner of the tavern sued the church, claiming that the prayers 
of the congregation were responsible for his loss. But the church hired a lawyer to argue in court 
that they were not responsible. After his initial review of the case the presiding judge began the trial 
with an official statement. He said: “No matter how this case comes out, one thing is clear: the 
tavern owner believes in prayer, and the Christians do not.”

	 It is very easy to dismiss the power of prayer, isn’t it? It is very easy to drift into thinking that 
prayer is a nice sentiment, but ultimately a waste of time because it doesn’t really make any 
difference anyway. The question that paralyzes the prayer life of many people is this: If God is 
sovereign, why pray? In other words, if God will simply do what He wants to anyway, why offer 
prayers of petition and intercession? Why bother requesting that God do such and such when 
everything has been ordained by Him beforehand? If prayer consists of pleading with God to 
change His eternal purposes, isn’t such an undertaking feeble at best and arrogant at worst?

	 The most obvious reason to pray is that God has commanded us to pray. This is evident 
throughout the Scriptures. Jesus taught His disciples how to pray in Matthew 6:9, introducing the 
prayer with the words, “Pray, then, in this way…”  Afterward, He instructed His disciples to be 
persistent in their prayers (Luke 11:5). In Luke 18, Jesus told them a parable “to show that at all 
times they ought to pray.” And upon arriving at the Garden of Gethsemane, He instructed them, 
“Pray that you may not enter into temptation” (Luke 22:40).  Scripture instructs us to pray without 
ceasing; be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God; devote yourselves to prayer; and with all prayer and petition 
pray at all times in the Spirit.

	 See, this is where we really need to understand the orientation of prayer.  Prayer is not an 
instrument whereby we invite God into our circumstance…God is already fully present in our 
circumstance!  Prayer is not about bending God’s will to meet our requests…it is about submitting 
our desires to the will of God.  

	 In fact, prayer is about God inviting us into what He is doing; prayer is about surrendering our 
temporal view of things to His eternal, just, and holy purposes; prayer is an instrument God uses to 
deepen our faith, our intimacy with Him, our understanding of His character.  God already knows us 
to our core; the invitation to pray is an invitation to absorb intense discernment about God at His 
core.  Prayer is not us bringing God to ourselves; it is us bringing ourselves to God.

	 Dr. Helen Roseveare, British missionary in the Congo uprising when the Mau-Mau 
revolutionaries invaded (early 1960’s), was attacked.  This pure, godly, gracious, woman of God was 
raped, assaulted, humiliated, hanging on with her life to a faith that would not be shaken.  While 
recovering from that horrible event, Helen and the Lord grew closer together than they had ever 
been before.  From her journal:  “One word became unbelievably clear, and that word was privilege. 
He didn’t take away pain or cruelty or humiliation. No! It was all there, but now it was altogether 
different. It was with Him, for Him, in Him. He was actually offering me the inestimable privilege of 
sharing in some little way the edge of the fellowship of his suffering.  Jesus says, ‘Can you thank Me 
for trusting you with this experience, even if I never tell you why?’”

	 Time spent in prayer is never wasted time!  Grace & peace, PK.


